^ — 



TAYLOR INSTIT UTION . 



• BEQUEATHED 

TO THE UNIVERSITY 



MY 



ROBERT FINCH, M.A.. 



»F Ii.\U,[OI, ' '.'.I M.I 



223/ £. IfZ. 



Digitized by Googh 



♦ » 



4 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by GoogI 




Digitized by Google 



9 



Digitized by Google 



A N 

Univerfal Hiftory, 

FROM T»H E 

Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time. 

Compiled from 

ORIGINAL AUTHORS. 

Illuftrated with 
CHARTS, MAPS, NOTES, k 

AND 

» 

A GENERAL INDEX to the Whole. 



inpoi <Tvn£a» «yxo™ { . Bafil. Imp. ad Leon. fil. 



VOL. XIV. 




LONDON, 

Printed for C. Bathurst, J. F. and C. Rivington, A. Hamil- 
ton, T. Payne, T. Longman, S. Crowder, B.Law, T. 
Becket, J.Robson,F.Newbery,G.Robinson,T.Cadell, 
J, and T. Bowles, S. Bladon, J. Murray, and W.Fox. 

mdcclxxx. 



. I ■« 




Digitized by Google 



€, O N T E NTS 



OF THE 



FOURTEENTH VOLUME. 



CHAP. LIX. 

The Roman Hiftory, from the Captivity of Valerian 
to the Refignation of Dioclefian, p. t 

CHAP. LX.. 

The Roman Hiftory, from the Refignation of Diocle- 
fian to the Removal of the Imperial Seat to Con* 
ftantinople, by Conftantine the Great, 68 

CHAP. LXI. 

The Conftantinopolitan Hiftory, from the Removal of 
the Imperial Seat to Conftantinople to the Death of 
the Emperor Julian, 1 1£ 

CHAP. LXII. 

The Hiftory of the Eaftern and Weftern Empire, from 
the Death of Julian to the Death of Valens, 219 

CHAP. LXIII. 

The Hiftory of the Eaftern and Weftern Empire, from 
the Death of Valens to the DiviGon of the Empire, 271 

CHAP. LXIV. 
The Hiftory of the Eaftern and Weftern Empire, from 
the Death of Theodofius the Great to the taking 
of Rome the firft Time by the Goths, 324 

CHAP. 



CONTENTS, 
CHAP. m. 

The Hiflory of the Eaftern and Weftern Empire, from 
the taking of the City by the Goths to the Death of 
Theodofius U. 372 

C H AP. LX V L 

9 " F 

i 

The Hiflory of the Eaftern and Weftern Empire, from 
the Death of Theodofius II. to the total Failure of 
the Weftern Empire in Auguftulus, 408 

CHAP. LXVII. 

The Conftantinopolitan Hiflory, from the Diflblution 
of the Weftern Empire to the Death of Juftinian 
the Great, 438 



DIRECTIONS for placing the COPPER-PLATES. 

Map of Bofporus, Mxotis, Iberia, Albania, and 
Afiatic Sarmatia, - t .to face page 116 

The Hiftorical Pillar.— The Hippodrom with the The- 
ban ObeluTc, 164 

The Thracian Bofporus.— Outfide Profpetl of the 
Church of San&a Sophia. — The whole View of the 
Church of Sancta Sophia, 190 



ed by Google 



A N 



Univerfal Hiftory, 

FROM THE 

§ 

Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time* 



CHAP, LIX. 

The Roman Hi/lory, from ihe Captivity of Va- 
lerian to the Resignation of Dioclefian. 

TH E news of tbe defeat of the Roman army by the f% t em pire 
PerGans, and the captivity of Valerian, no invaded on 
fooner reached the barbarous nations, than they allfidts by 
took arms, and, pouring on all Gdes incredible multi- ^j^f, 
tudes into the Roman territories, threatened the empire, 
and Rome itfelf, with total deftru&ion. The Goths 
and Scythians ravaged anew Pontus and A Ma, committing 
mod dreadful devaluations : the Alemanni and the Franks 
having over-run Rhsetia, entered Italy, and advanced as 
far as Ravenna : the Quadi and Sarmatians feized on 
great part of Dacia and Pannonia ; and other barbarous 
nations, invading Spain, reduced Tarraco, and other im- 
portant places in that province *. Gallienus, who was then 
in Gaul, hearing that tjie Alemanni and Franks had enter- 
ed Italy, and were advancing towards Rome, flew to the 
defence of the capital, and obliged the enemy to retire. 
Whether they were overcome in battle, a§ fome authors 
write, or retreated, upon intelligence of his approach, as 
we read in others, is uncertain. The Barbarians who had 

* Zof. lib. i. p. 650. 
Vol. XIV. B invaded 
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2 The Roman Hiftory* 

invaded Dacia and Pannonia, were driven back by Regil- 
lianus, who is faid to have* gained feveral vi&ories over 
them in one day h . 

ianus was employed againft the Barbarians, 
Timfelfto wnom ne purfued into Mocfia, Ingenuus caufed himfelf to 
be pro- be proclaimed emperor in Pannonia, and was acknowleged 
claimed by the inhabitants both of that province and of MoeCa 5 for 
emperor. ne was a man of great valour and experience, and univer- 
sally beloved both by the people and foldicry. Gallienus was 
no fooner informed of his revolt than he marched from the 
neighbourhood of Ravenna into Illyricum, engaged Inge- 
nuus, and put him to flight. He ufed his victory with 
fuch cruelty as can hardly be paralleled in hiftory ; com- 
manding his officers and foldiers to put all the inhabitants 
of Mcefia to the fword, without diftin&ion of age, condi- 
tion, or party. The troops who had formerly ferved under 
Ingenuus, and the inhabitants of Mcefia who had efcaped 
the general (laughter, enraged by thefe cruelties, proclaimed 
Regillianus Nonius Regillianus emperor. He was born in Dacia, 
emperor, defcended from the celebrated king Decebalus, whom Tra- 
jan had conquered, and had, by feveral gallant actions, 
gained great reputation in the Roman armies. After he 
was proclaimed emperor, he obtained very confiderable ad- 
He is mur* vantages over the Sarmatians ; but was foon murdered by 
deredbyhis his own foldiers, and the people of Illyricum, who had 
own men. ra jf e( j him t0 t fo e empire ; but not long after his assumption 
began to dread the effecls of Gallienus's cruelty. The Ro- 
xolani, who ferved under him, firft revolted 1 and their ex- 
ample was foon followed by the reft of the army and the 
people of Illyricum c . Aurelius Victor writes, that be was 
overcome in battle by Gallienus. 
Pofthumius' In the courfe of the fame year M. Caflius Labienus Poft- 
revoltsin bumius revolted in Gaul. He was meanly born, but en- 
Gaul. dowed with extraordinary parts, and eiteemed one of the 
beft commanders in the whole empire. Valerian, when he 
departed from the Eaft, committed to bis care both his fon 
Gallienus and the troops that were left in the weftern pro- 
vinces, declaring, that he loved and eiteemed Pofthumius 
above all the officers of his army. When Gallienus, upon 
the news of his father's captivity, &nd the invafion of the 
Franks and Alemanni, fet out for Italy, he left his eldeft 
(on Saloninus, named alfo Valerian, then an infant, at Co- 
logne, under the tuition, fome fay, of Pofthumius, and 
others, of Sylvanus, ordering all things to be tranfa&ed 
in his name. Soon after the emperor's departure, Poft- 

b Trig. Tyran. Vit. p. iSS. c Idem, cap. 9. p. 189. 

humius 
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humius having defeated fome German nations who bad in- 
vaded Gaul, Sylvanus obliged him to fend all the booty to him 
and the young prince ; an inftance of rapacity which pro- 
voked the foldiery to fuch a degree, that they mutinied, and 
proclaimed Pofthumius emperor. He, marching without 
lofs of time to Cologne, befieged the place, and reduced 
the inhabitants to fuch diftrefs, that they were forced to 
deliver up both Sylvanus and Saloninus, whom be* caufed 
to be immediately put to death. He reigned feven years, Tht fin of 
during which time be drove all the Germans out of Gaul, GalUimut 
and even built feveral forts in their country, reftored peace p"*?'"?' 
and tranquility to that opprefled province, and governed dtliw*' 
with fuch equity and moderation, that he was univerfally Qmmljrtm 
adored, and honoured with the titles of the Reftorer of Q«- 
Gaul, the Defender of the Empire* for had he not re- * M ** 
putted the Germans, they would, in thofe diftracled times, 
have over-run, with great facility, the whole empire 4 . 
He had by his wife Junia Donata, perhaps the daughter 
of Junius Donatus, who was governor of Rome in the year 
257, and this year conful, at lead one fon, fly led on the 
ancient coins C. Junius Coflius Pofthumius. The emperor 
Valerian appointed him tribune of a band or company of 
Vocontii, who inhabited the country of Dauphiny. His fa- 
ther afterwards created him Csefar, took him for his partner 
in the empire, and honoured him with the title of Auguftus* 
He was thought to have equalled Quintilian in eloquence, 
whom he ftudied to imitate ; whence his harangues were 
inferted among thofe of that excellent writer ; and the 
nineteen declamations which pafs under the name of Quin- 
tilian, but feem not altogether worthy of him, are, by fome 
modern critics afcribed to young Pofth umius Gallienus, 
though greatly afflicted for the death of his fon, whom he 
immediately ranked among the Gods f , did not march in 
perfon againft the ufurper till fome years after. 

During thefe difturbances in the Weft, Sapor, king of The Pgr* 
Perfia, elated with his late fuccefs, over-run moft of the M»* 
eaftern provinces, laid wafte Mesopotamia, and entering r ^Sj L u 
Syria took Antiooh the third, or, at leaft, the fecond time, thetafiern 
and levelled with the ground all the public buildings of that provwctj. 
(lately metropolis. From Syria he led his army into Cili- 
cia ; took and plundered the city of Tarfus, the capital of 
that province ; and advancing into Cappadocia, made him- 
felf m after of Caefarea, and mafiacred all the in habitants, 
to the number of four hundred thoufand, for having op- 

a Trig. Tyran. Vlt. cap! ». p. 185. Krag.j). f^> • Vide 

Voff. Rhct cap. 15. p. 19s. f Birag. p. 38ft. 
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pofed him under the conduct of Demofthenes, a man of 
great resolution and intrepidity, who, afte( the city was 
taken, opened himfelf a way, lword in hand, through the 
midft of the enemy, and made his efcape *. 

In the mean time the Roman troops, who had difpcrfed 
upon the captivity of Valerian, rallying, chofe for their leader 
O.lliftus, or rather Balifta, who had been captain of the. 
guards to Valerian, and was a man of great addrefs, intre- 
pidity, and experience. He immediately tranfported his 
fortes in boats into Cilicia, and obliged the Perfians to 
raife the fiege of Pompeiopolis, a maritime city of that pro- 
BaJiflu . vince, when it was upon the point of furrendering. From 
tptt many Cilicia he flew with great celerity into Lycaonia, and made 
oj t em tn a dreadful havock of the Perfians, whom he found bufied 
in plundering the open places, and entirely off their guard. 
He retook all their booty and captives, made a great many 
prifoners, and, among the reft, the wives of Sapor. From 
Lycaonia he retired with his plunder, before the Perfians 
could collect their difperfed forces ; and, embarking his 
army in the veflcls and boats he had affembled, landed fome 
of his men at Sebafte, and others at Corycus, two cities on 
the coaft of Cilicia, and in both places furprifed and cut in 
Odenatus of pieces above three thoufand Perfians h . Balifta was well 
P almyra. feconded in his attempts by Odenatus, whofe name is fa- 
mous in the hiftory of thefe times, for the many victories 
he gained over the Perfians, and his faving the Roman em- 
pire in the Eaft. All authors agree, that he was a native 
of Palmyra, a city of Phoenicia, about one day's journey 
from the Euphrates ; but fome writers call him a citizen 
and decurio, while others ftyle him prince of that place. 
Procopius gives him the title of prince of the Saracens, who 
dwelt in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and were al- 
lies of the Romans *. As Palmyra was at this time a Ro- 
man colony, Odenatus was prince, not of that city, but 
probably of the Saracens, who dwelt in that neighbour- 
hood. As he had been accuftomed, from his infancy, to 
the manly exercile of hunting, he bore with great chear- 
fulnefs and alacrity the toils of a military life. Of his 
wife Zenobia we (hall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

Odenatus was fcarce known till the captivity of Valerian, 
when, dreading the power of the Perfian monarch, as he 
lived in amity with the Romans, he wrote a moft refpecHul 
and fubmifiive letter, protefting that he had never borne 
arms again!* the Perfians ; and at the fame time fent feveral 

- % Zonar. p. 134. h Zonar. p. 382. Syncell. p. 335. i Pro- 
cop, p. 97- 

camels 
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camels loaded with rich prcfents : but Sapor, provoked at Hotu treat- 
the arrogance of fuch an infignificant pcrfon, as heexprefl- edty Se- 
ed himfelf, in pre fuming to write to him, tore his letter, or- P 9r * 
dered his prefents to be thrown into the river, told his am- 
bafladors, he would teach their mafter the refpe& a man of 
his mean condition owed to his lord and fovereign ; that he 
would exterminate him, his whole family and country ; 
adding, that if he came and threw himfelf proftrate at his 
feet, with his hands tied behind his back, he might per- 
haps, by that fubmiftion, atone in fome degree for his te- 
merity and prefumption. Odenatus refenting, <as became 
a man of fpirit, this vile treatment, fwore he would pur- 
fue the Perfians with fire and fword, and either humble 
the pride of their mighfy monarch, or perifh in the attempt k . 
With this view, he immediately declared for the Romans ; He fidet 
and, joining Balifta with all his forces, bore a great, if not 
the chief (hare, in the above mentioned exploits ; for to 
him Trebellius Pollio afcribes the taking of Sapor's wives 1 . 
The Perfian, greatly affected by that Jofs, and apprehend- 
ing it might be attended with others ftill greater (for Ode- 
natus and Balifta clofely purfued him), refolved to retire \ 
and accordingly directed his march towards the Euphrates: g"** 
but as he advanced through the province of Euph rate fi ana, ' vanta K' t 
at a fmall diftance from Palmyra, Odenatus, falling upon JJS^^ 
his rear,* made a dreadful havock, and obliged it to repafs 
the Euphrates with great confufion. Many periihed in the 
river ; and Sapor was glad to compound with the Roman 
garrifon in Edefia, which city he had never been able to re- 
duce, for the liberty of returning into his own country, 
by yielding all the Syrian money he had a ma fled in the plun- 
der of fo many cities ra . 

After thefe victories, Odenatus aflumed the title of king Odtnatw 
of Palmyra. Gallienus, to reward his eminent fervices, ap- ^J**"' 
pointed him commander in chief of all the Roman forces n/ ^jfaj 
in the Eaft 5 which truft he difcharged with great fidelity, ra% 
and was attended with greater fuccefs than any of the Ro- 
man generals. In the.following year, when Gallienus was 
conful the fourth time with Petronius Volufianu6, Odena- 
tus, not fatisfied with having driven Sapor out of the Ro- 
man dominions, entered Mefopotamia, and recovered the 
cities of Nifibis and Charrse. From thence he advanced 
into the very heart of the Perfian dominions, extremely de- 
firous of crowning his glorious fuccefles with the deliver- 
ance of Valerian. Sapor met him at the head of a power- 

k Petr. Patr. in Excerpt, de Legat. p. 29. 1 Trig. Tyr. 

cap. 14.. p. 192. » Petr. Pan . in Excerpt* de Legat. p. 25. 

B 3 ' ful 
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Dtftatt fill army ; when an engagement enfuing, the Perfians were 
Sap§r t and defeated, and Sapor, with his children, obliged to (he Iter 
cf'ibi themfelves within the walls of Ctefiphon, the metropolis 
W of the Perfian dominions. Thither Odenatus purfued them, 
and laid clofe fiege to the place, after having defolated the 
neighbouring country with fire and fword to a great diftance. 
The Perfian lords, alarmed at the danger that threatened 
their prince and nation, armed all their vaflals, and flew 
from the mod diitant parts of the kingdom to CteGphon. 
Many battles were fought under the walls of that metropo- 
lis, which ferved only to increafe the number of Odenatus's 
vi&ories ; many Perfians of great diftindion were taken 
prifoners, and lent by the emperor to Gallienus : Sapor on 
one fide, and the brave Odenatus on the other, exerted their 
utmoft efforts, the latter to deliver Valerian, and the for- 
mer to avoid the like misfortune, which now threatened 
him *. But here Trebelltus Pollio, after having raifed our 
expectation, drops at once both Odenatus and the fiege of 
Ctefiphon ; and giving himfelf no farther trouble about ei- 
ther, leaves U6 entirely in the dark, as to the ifTue of fo 
glorious and important an undertaking. The reader may 
thence judge of his abilities as an hiftorian. All we cer- 
tainly know is, that Sapor was not taken, nor Valerian re- 
scued from his cruel bondage. Some writers feem to infi- 
fiuate, that the revolt of Macrianus, which, according to 
inoft hiftorians, happened this year, obliged Odenatus to 
wife the fiege of Ctefiphon. 
Thrifttf Macrianus was of a mean defcent; but had, by his cou- 
Macria~ nge and experience, raifed himfelf from the low ftation of 
uus ' a common foldier to the higheit pofts in the army. He 
was exceeding rich, and had married a lady of great dif- 
tin&ion, by whom he had two fons, Macrianus and Quie- 
tus, who had been elevated to the rank of tribunes by V a- 
rerian, and were efteemed two of the beft oflicers of the 
whole army*. The father is ftyled, by Dionyfi us of Alex- 
andria, the chief of the Egyptian magicians * ; whence we 
conclude him to have been an Egyptian, and greatly ad- 
dicted to the ftudy of magic. Macrianus was an implacable 
enemy to the Chriftians, and infpired Valerian with an ir- 
rcconcileablc hatred to themj which occaGoned the eighth 
Yr. of Fl. perfecution, as we have already mentioned. About a year 
* 6o 9« after the captivity of the unhappy emperor, he revolted from 
V C i^ 1 k' 8 fon ; and, having gained over Balilta, was by hi6 means 
T * * °° 9 ' acknowleged emperor by moft of the troops, who had ferved 

n Vit. Gal!, p. 179. Zcf. p. 651. • Trig. Tyran. cap. 13. 

P kuicb. iib. vii. cap. t: 

fc under 
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under Valerian, but defpifed Gallienus. He immediately H, is pro- 
took his two for* for his partners in ihe empire, and ap- claimed 
pointed Balifta his captain of the guards (A). emperer. 

Macrinus no (boner beheld himfelf inverted wkh the fo- 
▼ereignty, than he marched with all the forces he could at- 
fembte into the Eaft, lays Pollio, that is, as we conjecture, 
from Egypt into Syria. He engaged and defeated the Pcr- 
fians feveral times ; but regarded P. Valerius Valeria as a 
far more formidable enemy. Valeria had been lent by Gal- 
lienus into Achaia, or Greece, with the title of proconfuf ; 
but hearing that Macrianus had been proclaimed emperor, 
he aflumed the fame title. Macrianus immediately de- y / 
tached Pifo, with a competent force, to fupprefe this new claimed 
ufurper. But Pifo, finding him upon his guard, retired empercrin 
into TheiTaly, and aflumed the title of emperor, with the ^ cf,a,a * 
furname of Tbenalicus, as appears from his medals *. But i^//* '* 
he did not long enjoy that empty and dangerous title, being bu'tlfy 
foon after murdered by fome foldiers employed by Valens are both 

KUtd. 

tBirag. p. 388. 

(A) Trebellius Pollio does habitants had no intercourfe but 
not inform us in what country by letters, which, with great 
Macrianus was created emperor, difficulty, were conveyed from 
nor where, or how long, he one friend to another: it was 
reigned; and as to the other more dangerous to crofs the 
hiftorians, Zonaras is the only ftreet than the mod tempeftu- 
one among them that takes any ous feas, the moil dry and in* 
notice at all of him. That writer hofpi table deferts : the port re* 
relates, that the inhabitants of fembled the fhore of the Red 
Alia received him with extra- Sea ftrewn with the carcafes of 
ordinary marks of joy ( 1 ) . Dio- the drowned Egyptians ; the fea 
nylius of Alexandria gives us was dyed with blood, and the 
room to think, that he was ac- Nile choaked up with dead bo- 
knowleged in Egypt ; and that dies. The war was attended 
his and his fon's reign ended with a general famine, and the 
before the ninth year of Gal- famine by a dreadful plague, 
lienus(2). During his ufurpa- which daily fwept off great 
tion happened, in all likelihood, numbers of people, infomuch 
at Alexandria, the difturbances that there were then in Alex- 
defcribed by that writer, who andria fewer inhabitants from 
was bifbop of the place. Fury the age of fourteen to that of 
and difcord, fays he, raged to eighty, than there ufed to be 
fuch a degree, that it was more from forty to feventy. Offuch 
eafy to pafs from the Eaft to perfons a regifter, it feems, was 
the remoteft provinces of the kept ; and a certain quantity of 
Weft, than from one place of corn diftributed among them. 
Alexandria to another : the in- 

(1) Zonar. p. 136, (1) Eufeb. lib. vii. cap. 13. 

B 4 for 
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for that purpofe. Valens himfclf was flain a few days after 
by his own troops 5 and his death, as well as that of his 
rival, was known at Rome before the twenty-fifth of June r . 
Pifo, who was defcended from one of the moft ancient 
and illuftrious families of Rome, was univerfally lamented 
on account of the merits of his anceftors, as well as his 
own. He had been highly efteemed by the emperors, and 
even by Valens himfelf, who, upon hearing the news of his 
death, " What account (faid he), lhall I give to the gods, 
*thttha- the infernal judges, of the death of Pifo? The Roman 
to8tr of empire has not a perfon equal to Pifo." Upon the news of 
'-* 0 ' - his death, it was moved in the fenate, that divine honours 
might be decreed him, as to a lawful prince ; and fome 
writers afiert, that he was actually ranked among the gods 
with this remarkable eulogium, that there never was a 
better man, nor a man of more firmnefs and conftancy. 
However that be, he was decreed a ftatue, with a triumphal 
chariot*. 

Jurtolut About the time that Macrianus ufurped the empire in 
made em- t ^ t £ a p^ Manius Acilius Aureolus was compelled by the 
%rkum. ' arm y> which he commanded in Illyricum, to take upon 
* him the fovereignty ; for the foldiers of every province ab- 
horred Gallienus, and would only obey emperors elected 
by tbemfelves. Aureolus marched from Illyricum into 
Italy, and made himfelf mailer of Milan. Gallienus, 
after various unfuccefsful attempts to fupprefs him by force, 
was at length obliged to come to an accommodation, and 
accept of his afliftance againft Pofthumius, as we (hall re- 
late hereafter. He was, according to Zonaras, a native of 
Dacia, of a mean defcent, and in his youth a ihepherd ; but 
lifting himfelf afterwards in the army, he was foon raifed 
from the rank of a common foldier to the command of a 
body of horfe. He diltinguiihed himfelf in a very eminent 
manner under Gallienus, in the battle againft Ingenuus ; for 
Bithynia fome authors afcribe the whole glory of that victory to him l . 

% lu "h er s i ™ S year ' 26 1 * the ^ cvtmans burftirjg again into Bithynia, 
thlans. ^ ^ a '^ w;, ^ e tne whole country a fecond time, levelled with the 
ground feveral cities, plundered Nicomedia, and returned 
unmolefted into their own country with a valuable booty, 
and many captives ". At the fame time, that no part of the 
empire might be exempt from fome fignal calamity, the 
ifland of Sicily, lefs expofed than other countries to the ra- 
vages of the Barbarians, was miferably haraflcd by a band 
of robbers, who, roving up and down, committed dreadful 

r Trig. Tyrann. p. 1941 195- * Trig. Tyr. Vit. cap. to. 

p. 194. t Zonar, p. 235. a Gall. Vit. p. 177. 

devaluations 
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devaftations, and kindled a kind of fervile war, which was 
not fupprefled without much difficulty and bloodflied. 

Gallienus being conful the fifth time with Fauftianus, 
the empire was in many places afflicted by other calamities 
befides the wars and commotions we have related. The Th 
fun was overcaft with thick clouds, and a great darknefs tffiiSed 
continued for feveral days together, attended with a violent a 
earthquake and dreadful claps of thunder, not in the air 
but in the bowels of the earth, which opened in many tar t£ m 
places* and fwal lowed up great numbers of people, with quakes t &c* 
their habitations. The fea, overflowing its boundaries, 
broke in k upon the continent, and drowned whole cities. 
The plague raged with great violence in Greece, Egypt, and 
efpecially at Rome, where it fwept off, for fome time, five 
thoufand perfons a day. The books of the Sibyls were con- 
futed, public proceflions ordained, and facrifices offered 
to Jupiter the author of health; but all to no purpofe; and 
to their other calamities were added the incurfions of the 
Goths into Greece, and of the Scythians into Afia. The New fr- 
former, having made themfelves matters of Thrace, pil- rupticnsef 
laged all Macedon, and laid fiege to Theflalonica, the ca- tht Se J tA » m 
pital of that province, a fiege which threw all Greece into mu * 
the utmoft confirmation : troops were difpatchejd to guard 
the ftreights of Thermopylae, fo famous in hiftory ; the 
Athenians rebuilt their walls, which had lain in ruins ever 
fince the time of Sylla j the inhabitants of Peloponnefus 
{hut up the ifthmus from fea to fea ; new levies were made, 
and the troops quartered in that province drawn together : 
in the meantime Macrianus, arriving in Greece on his march 
into Italy, attacked the Barbarians while they were attempt- 
ing to enter Achaia, defeated them, and obliged them to 
retire into their own country, whither they carried, how- 
ever, great part of their booty w . At the fame time the 
Scythians eroding the Heilefpont, under the conduct of 
Rafpa, committed dreadful ravages in Afia, burnt feveral 
cities, and plundered the celebrated temple of Diana at <whopluu- 
Ephefus, fo much refpt&ed by the pagans, and fo famous der the 
for its rich ornaments, and immenfe wealth*. In this ir- t***Pl**f 
ruption they ruined the city of Chalcedon ; deftroyed the ^ l p" e fJ? 
poor remains of ancient Troy, and the famous Ilium \ 
then repafimg the Heilefpont, they laid waile all Thrace, 
and retired to their own country with an immenfe booty. 

Macrianus, Having fettled the affairs of Syria, left his 
younger fon Quietus, with Balifta, to guard that province 
againft the PerTians; and fet out for Italy, with his eldeft 

* Gall. Vit. p. 177, 178. » Jorntnd. Rer. Goth. cap. »o. 

fon 
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fon Macrianus, at the head of forty-five thoufand men, to 
try his fortune againft Aureolus in illyricum, and Gal- 
lien us at Rome. He was oppofed by the forces of the 
former, either in Illyricum, or on the borders of Thrace ; 
Maeriattvj a battle enfued, in which Macrianus and his fon being 
killed, their whole army fubmitted to Aureolus, and were in- 
'litjcated corporated with his troops y . The news of their defeat and 
and tilled death were no fooner heard in the Eaft than mod cities revolt- 
by Aura- ed from Quietus, who ihut himfelf up with Bali ft a in Emefa, 
lut. whither Aureolus, to complete his viclory, fent ruffians 

to difpatch him. But before their arrival, Odcnatus had 
invelted the place ; a circumftance which fo terrified the in- 
habitants and the garrifon, that they killed Quietus, threw 
his head over the walls, and then fubmitted. Macrianus 
and his children being thus cut off, Gallienus was acknow- 
leged in Egypt and Syria; for Odenatus, though mailer of 
almoft all the Eaftern provinces, a&ed, or at lead pre- 
tended to ac~t, in his name. He had no fooner withdrawn 
Bali/la his troops from Emefa, than Balifta, whom he had fpared 
tffwntt tht on account of his advifing the inhabitants to murder Quie- 
t.iU a; em- tus ^ a flr umec i tnc title of emperor, and put fuch numbers of 
t ir!ir * the citizens to the fword, for refuting to acknowlege him, 

that the unhappy city, was almoft depopulated. 
Yr. of Fl. About the fame time iEmilianus, ftyled on the ancient 
?6io. medals Tiberius Celli us Alexander -^Emilianus l , comman- 
U c\oio ^ er °^ ' c S' ons m kgypt aflumed the title of emperor, 
_ ' ' hoping, by thus openly revolting from Gallienus, who was 
and like r»o leis abhorred in Egypt than in the other provinces, to 
t. 'u JEmi- appcafe the populace of Alexandria, who had rifen upon a 
Uuhhs. vcr y trifling occafion, and invefted the houfe where /Emi- 
lianus refided, threatening hira with prefent death. He no 
fooner proclaimed himfelf emperor, in oppoiition to Gal- 
lienus 7 , than the rage of the incenfed multitude abated, and 
the whole city of Alexandria, with loud acclamations, ac- 
knowleged him for their fovereign. He immediately feized 
all the corn in the public granaries, and by that meafure 
occafioncd a famine in feveral provinces. He vifited in 
perfon the moll diftant parts of Egypt, redrefled many 
grievances, repulfed with great vigour the neighbouring 
Barbarians, and was preparing for an expedition into India, 
when the troops detached again ft him by Gallienus arrived 
Gallienus in Egypt a , as we fhall relate hereafter. This year Gal- 
makeswar ij enus> agreeing with Aureolis, marched into Gaul with 
¥**:..;' him and Claudius, who fuccceded him in the empire, to 

/ih'niuj ill * 



uus in 
Gaul. 



y Zonar. r* 136. Tiig. Tyran. cap. 10. Gall. Vit. p. 176. 
* Goittz p. 115. * Trig. Tyr. cap. 11. 

depofe 



Digitized by Google 



The Roman Hjftoty. * H 

depofe Pofthumius, who had reigned three years undifturb- 
ed. As Pofthumius was greatly beloved, and vigoroufly 
fupported by the Gauls, the war lafted fome years. Gal* 
lienus was defeated in the firft general engagement of this 
year, and Pofthumius in the fecond, after baring loft the 
flower of his troops. But Aureolus, who was ordered to 
purfue, having fuffered him to efcape, when he might have 
eafily taken him, he levied new forces, and renewed the 
war with frefh vigour b . 

Gallienus, however, quitting Gaul, returned to Rome, The By- 
and from thence haftened into the Eaft, where he wreaked 
his rage on the city of Byzantium ; but upon what provo- ^ U Q^ r$ * 
cation Trebcllius Pollio, who defcribes the miferable con- i ignBU 
dition to which that place was reduced, has not thought 
proper to explain. All we know is, that Gallienus, as foon 
as he appeared before it, defpaired of ever being able to 
reduce it ; but being neverthelefs admitted, the day after 
his arrival, within the gates, upon terms, without any re- 
gard to the agreement, he caufed the garrifon and all the 
inhabitants to be butchered. Not one perfon, fays Tre- 
beilius Pollio, was left alive in the place. From Byzantium 
Gallienus returned to Rome, where he celebrated the tenth 
year of his reign with extraordinary pomp, and a kind of 
triumph, in which were dragged in chains mock-captives, 
drefled like Goths, Sarmatians, Franks, andPerfians. Dur- 
ing this (petl:acle, fome perfons of humour, mixing with 
thofe who perfonated the Perfians, viewed with great at- 
tention their faces, examined their drefs, and feemed to be* 
tray great furprize. Being at laft alked what they wanted, 
<c We are looking (faid they), for the emperor's father 
which fo incenfed Gallienus, that be commanded them im- 
mediately to be burnt alive. 

This year a new tyrant ftarted up, named P. Sempronius Yr. of Fl. 
Saturninus. He was a man of great abilities, and renowned 
for his vi&orie* over the Barbarians. Hiftorv does not in- £ 
form us where, or how long, he reigned ; but only tells ' * 
us, that he performed great things while he was emperor, Satumtnus 
and was, on account of his feverity, cut off by the fame ojfumts tfu 
foldiers who had raifed him to the etnpire. When he was tltie9 f 
firft proclaimed emperor by the troops under his command, Ordered 
he told them, that they had loft a good captain, and \,y hhfel* 
made a bad prince c . Towards the end of the year, Theo- dieru 
dotus, a native of Egypt, difpatched by Gallienus againft 
iEmilianus, who reigned in that country, defeated him in 

* Gall. Vit p. i 7 8. Zon. p. *36. c Trig. Tyrann. Vit. 

cap* a*, p. 196. 
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jEmilianus a pitched battle, took him prifoner, and fent him to Rome, 
defeated, where he was, by the emperor's order, ftrangled in prifon, 
iaken % and according to the ancient cuftom of putting captive princes 
Jirangltd. to death. The emperor, to reward Theodotus, defigned 
to make Egypt a proconfular province, and honour him 
with the government of that province ; but was diverted 
from it by the priefts alleging a prediction, which had pre- 
vailed even in Cicero's time, importing, that Egypt would ^ 
recover its ancient liberty, when the fafces appeared there ; 
the fafces being carried, as is well known, before the pro- 
confuls. At this time happened, as we conjecture, the 
Bruckium fiege of Bruchium, defcribed by Eufebius $ jEmilianus 
befieged hrmfelf, or his partifans, having probably taken fhelter in 
and tahn. that city after the battle ^ This year the Scythians made 

another irruption into Alia ; but were with great flaughter 
driven back into their own country by the Roman forces 
quartered in that province d . 

The next confuls were Gailicnus, the fixth time, and Sa- 
turninus. This year Gailicnus, by the advice of his bro- 
ther Valerian, and his kinfman Lucillus, to reward the 
brave Odenatus for the many victories he had gained over 
. the Perfians, took him for his partner in the empire, ho- 
noured him with the titles of Caefar, Auguftus, and em- 
peror, and all the enfigns offovereignty, and caufed money 
to be coined with his name, on which he was reprefented 
leading the Perfians captive. The title of Augufia was 
given to his wife, and that of Cxfar to his children e . This 
action of Gnllienus was highly applauded by the fenate, by 
the people of Rome, and the whole empire ; for to his va- 
lour was entirely owing the preservation of the Eaftern pro- 
vinces, over-run and miferably harafled by the Perfians. 
Balifia Balifta, who had feized fome provinces in the Eaft on the 
murdered, death of Macrianus and his children, was at laft killed, ac- 

* Gall. Vit. p. 178. e Ibid. p. 179. Goltz, p. 115* 

(B) Bruchium, or as Eufe- Egyptian kings, containing once 

bius ftyles it, Pyruchium, was feven hundred thoufand vo- 

a quarter of the city of Alexan- lumes, of which four hundred 

dria near the fea, on the fide of thoufand were burnt in Julius 

the Pharos, and was confidered Caefar's time. The Roman 

as the citadel of that metropolis, army, under the command of 

There flood the royal palace, Theodotus, having taken the 

the place where the Egyptian reft of the city, laid fiege to 

fenate or council met, the pub- this quarter, and reduced it by 

lie granaries, the mufeuin, and famine (1). 

the celebrated library of the 
« 

(j) Eufeb. lib. vii. cap. 31, p. 285. 
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cording to the moft probable opinion, by a foldier fern by 
Odenatus for that purpofe f . Gallienus, in the fpring of 
this year, left Rome, and marched a fecond time in perfon 
againft Pofthumius, who ftill reigned in Gaul. At his ap- 
proach, Pofthumius withdrew into a ftrong place, which 
the emperor immediately inverted ; but foon after raifed the 
(lege, having received a wound in the back with an arrow, 
while he was viewing the walls. However, Pofthumius 
liill maintained himfelf in pofleflion of great part of 
that country ; and this year, being hard prefied by Gal- 
lienus, he chofe for his colleague M. Aurelius Piauvonius Pofthumius 
Vi&orinus, as he is ftyled on the ancient coins, of whom t*kesVi£l*~ 
we read the following character in Julius Aterianus, a wri- r .'." us f cr 



cer of thofe times : " No one (in our opinion), ought to 



hispartner. 



be preferred to Vi&orinus, who reigned fome time in Gaul : 
he equalled Trajan in bravery, Antoninus in clemency, 
Nerva in gravity, VefpaGan in managing the public money, 
and Pertinax and Severus in his care of the military disci- 
pline : but his unbridled luft obfeured all his good qualities, 
and caft fuch a blemifti upon his reputation, that no one 
dares to record the virtues of a man, whom all own to have 
deferved the fate which in the end overtook him." Of 
this event we (hall fpeak in its proper place. 

Next yea*r Valerian, the emperor's brother, and Lucillus, 
his kinfman, being confuls, the Ifaurians revolting in Afia The Ifauri- 
Minor, chofe C. Annius Trebellianus for their leader, who cuurtvult. 
took upon him the title of Auguftus, caufed money to be 
coined with his name, and reigned fome time in Ifauria 
and Cilicia ; but was in the end drawn by Caufifoleus, the 
brother of Theodotus, from among the rocks and moun- 
tains, where he had taken refuge, into a plain, and defeated 
and killed. The Ifaurians ranked him after his death among 
the gods; and refufing to fubmit to Gallienus, whofe 
cruelty they dreaded, maintained themfelves a free people 
in the very heart of the Roman empire, at leaft till the time 
of the emperor Conftantine. While Gaul, Pontus, Thrace, 
and Illyricum, were held either by a domcftic or foreign 
enemy, Africa too had its tyrant; namely, T.Cornelius 
Celfus, raifed by Vibius Paflienus, proconful of Africa, Celfus made 
and Fabius Pomponianus, who commanded on the fron- emperor in 
tiers of Libya. s He was but a tribune, and led at that time ^fricatand 
a retired life in the country. Galliena, a lady nearly re- ^* 
lated to the emperor, bore a great {hare in this revolt. Celfus 
was a man of great integrity, and worthy of the rank to 

f Trig. Tyrann. Vitel. cap. 17. p. 193. 
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which he was derated ; but he held it a fliort time, being 
killed the feventb day after his ele&ion. The inhabitants 
of Sicca, who had continued faithful to Gallicnus, threw 
his body to the dogs, and crucified him in effigy h . Among 
the other misfortunes of this unhappy reign, we may num- 
ber the lofs of all the conquefts of Trajan, that is, of the 
whole province of Dacia, feized by the Goths, and other 
northern nations ; and the dreadful ravages committed by 
the Franks in Spain. 

Gallienus being conful the feventh time, with Sabinillus, 
the brave Odenatus, entering the Perfian territories, ra- 
vaged them with fire and fword, overcame Sapor in feveral 
battles, befieged a fecond time, and, according to Syncel- 
Ius, made himfelf m after of Ctefiphon. But in the mean 
time the Goths, entering Afia by the Euxine fea, over-ran 
Lydia, Bithynia, Phrygia, Troas, Cappadocia, and Galatia, 
laying wafte the country, plundering the towns, and carry- 
ing off an immenfe booty, with an incredible number of 
captives \ Next year Odenatus leaving Ctefiphon, flew to 
the relief of Afia *, but the Goths not daring to wait his 
arrival, reimbarked at Heraclea in Pontus, and returned 
home, loaded with booty. Many of them, however, were 
drowned, being overtaken in the Euxine fea by the Roman 
Tr. of Fl. fleet. All authors agree, that Odenatus was killed about 
AD 266 *^ 1S ttme ' DUt differ both as to the place and manner of 
U.C. X014! ms death (C). He left behind him three fons by Zenobia, 
Herennianus, Timolaus, and Vabalath, or as he ftyled on 
he is mur- fome medals, Hermias Vhaballat k . * As they were very 
dertd. young at the time of their father's death, Zenobia governed 
in their name with the title of Queen of the Eaft. She 

" Trig. Tynmn. cap. *8. p. 19S. * Gall. Vit. p. 179. 

* Birag. p. 386. 

(C) According to Syncellus, Some writers fuppofe Zenobia 
he was killed at Heraclea ( 1 ) ; herfelf to have privately encou- 
according to Zofimus, at Eme- raged the conspirators, being 
fa (2). Trebellius Pollio writes, provoked againft her hulband 
that he was murdered by one for prefemnghiseldeilibnHe- 
Mseonius, his coufin, who was rod, by a former wife, to the 
proclaimed emperor, but foon children he had by her (4). It 
af ter put to death. Syncellus is certain that Herod was killed 
afcribes his death to another with his father, who, according 
Odenatus, who was himfelf to fome writers, had (hared his 
murdered by the guards (3). dominions with 



(1) Syncell. p. 381. (*) Zof, p. 651. Trig. Tyrr. cap. 14, 

16. (3) Syncell. p. $8*. (4) Trig. Tyrann. cap. 16. 
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arrayed them with purple robes, and other enfigns of the jj ts 
imperial dignity ; and in that attire prefented them, after Zenobia 
the death of their father, to the armies, and the aflemblies g^erns in 
of the people It is uncertain whether or not tbey were 
murdered by Aurelian. From their medals it appears, that ° c hil^tn. 
Herennianus reigned at leaft two years, Timolaus three, 
and Vhaballat feven. Zenobia did not tread in the foot- 
fteps of her hufband, and keep up a good underftanding 
with Gallienus ; for we find that Heraclianus, whom the 
emperor, upon the news of the death of Odenatus, had 
fent into the Eaft to make war upon the Persians, was this 
very year defeated by Zenobia, and obliged to retreat to 
Rome. 

Towards the end of the year L. ^Elianus affumed the 
title of emperor at Mentz ; but was foon depofed by Poft- 
humius, who reduced the rebellious city, but would not 
give it up to be plundered by his foldiers ; who for this 
reafon mutinied, and, transported with rage, murdered their 
brave leader, with young rofthumius, his fon. Trebellius Pofthumiut 
Pollio afcribes his death to LoIIianus, who had revolted, frdirtd 
and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. LoIIianus, jJJ^JJjj^ 
ftyled on the ancient coins Spurius Servilius LoIIianus m f nus declar. 
was meanly born ; but had raifed himfelf in the army by his tdmferw* 
gallant conduct. He reigned in that part of Gaul wnich 
bordered on the Rhine, while Vicfcorinus, whom Pofl.hu- 
mius had taken for his partner, held the reft. But he did 
not long enjoy the fovereignty, being murdered by his own 
foldiers, inftigated by Viclorinus, who, upon his death, 
became fole matter of all Gaul ; but was foon after mortally FiSoriaus ' 
wounded at Cologne, by a perfon whofe wife he had de- and f°* 
bauched. Before he died, he named his fon L. Aurelius mur< ^ trt ^* 
Viclorinus his fucceflbr, though then an infant. But the 
Gauls, defpifing the government of a child, murdered him, 
and elected in his room, M. Aurelius Marius, originally Marin da 
an armourer, a man of great valour, and extraordinary ■ tlmrtd $m~ 
ftrength. He was killed the third day of his reign by a 
foldier, who had formerly worked under him. The aflafiin ma * Tttri- 
ran him through with his fword, telling him, that it was of cus raiftd 
his own making". Upon his death, the troops in Gaul tothttm- 
proclaimed P. Pivefus or Pefuvius Tetricus emperor. He P irt in 
was a Roman fenator, had been conful, and was at this rom * 
time governor of Aquitaine. He was acknowleged in Spain 
and Britain, as well as in Gaul, and held thofe provinces 
with the title of emperor till the fourth year of Aurelian's 

1 Trig. Tyran. cap. 16. p. 191. « Goltz, p. 117. n Trig. 
Tyrann. cap. 7. p. 187. 

reign, 
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reign, when he was taken and led in triumph by that prince, 
as we (hall relate hereafter- He immediately conferred the 
title of Cxfar upon his fon C. Pacuvius Pivefus Tetricus, 
who was then but an infant. All thefe ufurpers in Gaul, 
namely Pofthumius, Lollianus, Vi&orinus, Marius, and 
Tetricus, were fupported by Victorina, or Victoria, the 
mother of Victorinus, who had a great interefl in Gaul, 
and bore an irreconcileable hatred to Gallienus. She was 
honoured, probably by her fon Victorinus, with the titles 
of Augulta, and the Mother of the Armies. As (he was 
a woman of mafculine courage, and poflefled of immenfe 
wealth, which flie liberally diftributed among the foldiers, 
(he gave the empire of Gaul to whom (he pleafed, and bore 
under all the ufurpers, who were but her creatures, an ab- 
folute dominion. She died during the ufurpation of Te- 
tricus ; but whether a natural or a violent death, is uncer- 
tain ; for fome writers feem to infinuate, that flie was 
privately difpatched by his orders °. 
Theirrup- ^ n tne courfe of the fame year the Scythians, or the 
tions of the Goths, ravaged the provinces of Afia, Bithynia, Pontus, 
Goths and and Cappadocia, and thence carried off an immenfe booty; 
thtHtrulit w hij e the Heruli, pafling from the Palus Maeotis into the 
Euxine fea with five hundred veflels, landed at Byzantium, 
and Chryfopolis, now Scutari, under the conduct of Nau- 
lobat. At the latter place they were attacked and defeat- 
ed by Venerianus, who was himfelf killed in the engage- 
ment. Notwithstanding their defeat, inftead of returning 
to their own country, they crofled the Bofporus; and, 
fteering their courfe towards Cyzicus, furprifed and plun- 
dered that great and wealthy city, with part of Afia, and the 
iflands of Lemnos and Scyros in the Archipelago. Then 
»■ they failed towards Greece; befieged and burnt Athens, 
Corinth, Sparta, and Argos, and laid wafte all Achaia ; 
but were at length attacked and defeated with great daugh- 
ter by the Athenians, under the con duel, of Dexippus the 
hiftorian. However, in their retreat, they committed 
dreadful devaluations in Bccotia, Acarnania, Epirus, and 
Thrace p. Gallienus, who was juft then returned from 
Gaul, where he had been making war upon Lollianus, 
leaving Aureolus at Milan, haftened into Illyricum ; and, 
who art coming unexpectedly upon the Barbarians, gave them a 
defeated by total overthrow. Naulobat, their leader, was obliged to 
b GalUe* fubmit to the emperor's mercy, who treated him with great 
9utm humanity ; and, to gain the affections of the Barbarians, 

• Trig. Tyrann. cap, 30. p. aoo. P Gall. Vit. p. 1S4. Syncell. 

p. 382. Zof. p. 651. 

even 
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even honoured blm either with the confulftiip, or the con- 
fular ornaments. Aurelius Vi&or, Eutropius, St. Jerom, 
Orofms, and Trebellius Pollio, fpeak of a great victory 
gained by Gallienus in Illyricum over the Goths, meaning, 
no doubt, the Heruli ; for all the northern nation* are, by 
fome writers, ftyled Goths, by others Scythians. After 
this vi&ory, Gallienus, leaving Marcianus in Illyricum, 
vigoroufly purfued the war with the Heruli ; a talk which 
he performed with no lefs courage than fuccefs, cutting 
off great numbers of them, and obliging the red to refign 
their booty, and abandon the Roman dominions 

The revolt of Aureolu3 obliged Gallienus to return to 
Italy ; for Aureolus, not fatisfied with the power which 
he already enjoyed, took advantage of the other's abfence, 
to march with all the troops under his command towards 
Rome, with a defign to depofe Gallienus, and cauie him* 
fclf to be ackhowleged fole emperor. Gallienus, hearing *W A*- 
of his march, and fufpeding his deGgn, left Illyricum, Att ' 
and, reaching Italy in a few days, came up with him, de- SSSfaSU 
feated him in a pitched battle, and obliged him to fheltcr 
himfelf within the walls of Milan ; which city Gallienus 
immediately inverted r . All authors agree, that Gallienus Vr. of FL 
was killed during this fiege j but differ both as to the man- t6 » 6 « 
ner and authors of his death. The mod probable opinion uc\©*6* 
is, that Marcianus, who had returned from Illyricum, He* ' ' 
raclianus, and Cecrops, a native of Mauritania, and com* Galliixut 
mander of the Dalmatian cavalry, no longer able to bear murder td\ 
his tyrannical government, confpired againft him, and, 
alarming the camp in the dead of night, as if Aureolus were 
Tallying out with all his forces, killed him in the dark» with 
his fon Gallienus, and his two brothers, Valerian and Eg- 
natius. The foldiers« hearing the emperor was dead, and 
fufpe&ing he had been murdered, began to mutiny ; but 
Marcianus diftributing large fums among them, the com- 
motion was appeafed, and the whole army declared Gallie- 
nus a tyrant, and took the ufual oaths to Claudius, whom 
the confpirators propofed to the foldiers, as the beft quali- 
fied man in the whole empire, to fuftain the name and 
dignity of a Roman emperor. Such was the end of Gallie- 
nus, in the thirty-fifth year of his age, according to the 
moft probable opinion, after he had reigned fifteen years, 
feven before, and eight after, the captivity of his father 
Valerian. 

The fenate declared him a public enemy, ordered moft of 
his friends, miniftew, and relations, to he thrown dowa 



q Claud. Vit. * Gall. Vit. p. ill. 
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from the Tarpcian rock, and erafed his name from all pub- 
lic inferiptions. He was one of the moft wicked princes 
mentioned in hiftory, and is faid to have equalled Nero in 
cruelty, and Heliogabalus in lewdnefs. He pafled his 
whole time in the company of the moft infamous profti- 
tutes in Rome, and, laying afide all care and thought of the 
public, fuffered the Roman dominions to be over-run by the 
Barbarians, and the empire to be rent in pieces by the many 
ufurpers who darted up in his time. He exerted his cruelty 
chiefly againft the foldiers, of whom he is faid to have 
fo me times ordered three or four thoufand to be maflacred 
in one day. He excluded all fenators from military em- 
ployments, and would not even fuiFer any of that body to 
appear in the camp, or among the foldiers. Notwithstand- 
ing all his vices, he was a great encourager of learning, be- 
ing himfelf well verfed in all the branches of polite litera- 
ture, efpecially in oratory and poetry. His biftorian tells 
us, that, on the marriage of his brother's fon, he made an 
extemporary epithalamium, which far excelled thofe that 
were written at the fame time, after many days ftudy, by 
the beft Greek and Latin poets then in Rome *. After his 
death, Claudius caufed him, though univerfally abhorred 
both by the fenate and people, to be deified with the ufual 
ceremonies. His body was, in all likelihood, conveyed by 
Claudius's order to Rome ; for Ammianus Marcellinus 
fpeaks of his tomb on the Appian Way, about nine miles 
from the city 1 (D). 

. As 



■ Gall.Vit. p. i So. 
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(D) Palfurius Sura wrote the 
hiftory or" the reign of Gallienus 
( i ) ; and this is all we know of 
him. Coeleftinus, and Mseo- 
nius Aftyanax, quoted by fome 
of the Auguftine writers, are 
equally ' unknown. They all 
floui iflied under Gallienus ; for 
they fpeak of the tranfadtions 
of his reign as of things hap- 
pening in their time (2). Vof- 
fius ranks them among the La- 
tin hi ftorians (3). Suidas men- 
tions one Ephorus of Cumae, 



* Ammian. p. 47*. 

who wrote the hiftory of Ga- 
lenus, or rather, as others read, 
Gallienus, in twenty-feven 
books (4). Trebellius Pollio 
quotes a paflage from Julius 
Aterianus, much to the credit 
and reputation of Viclorinus, 
who ufurped the empire in 
Gaul (5). The fame writer 
quotes another paflhge out of 
Gallus Antipater, who wrote 
the hiftory of Aureolus, and 
probably of the other tyrants. 
Under Gallienus flourished like- » 



(j) Gall. Viu p. iSj. 
r*nn« cap. 11. p. 190. (i) Voir. Hift. Lat. p. 181. 
p. mi. (5) Trigint. Tyrann. cap. 5. p. 187 



(t) Valer. Vit. p. 175. Trig. Ty- 

(4)Suid. 
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As foon as the tumult, occafioned by the death of Gal- Claudius 
lien us, was appeafed, the foldiers, with loud acclamations, proclaimed 
proclaimed Claudius emperor. Intelligence of what had "*P' rQ r* 
happened at Milan reaching Rome on the twenty-fourth of 
March, the fenate immediately aflembled ; and the letter 
which Claudius wrote to them being publicly read, they 
unanimoufly confirmed the election of the army, proclaim- 
ed Claudius emperor, and heaped upon him all the honours 
which had ever been conferred upon any prince, repeating 
forty times, that they had always wifhed to have Clau- 
dius, or fuch a perfon as Claudius, for emperor \ He was Hittxtrat* 
a native oflllyricum, born, according to fome, in Darda- ^onand 
nia, according to others in Dalmatia. Trebellius Pollio ^„^~ 
owns that he knows but very little of his 'father and ances- 
tors, though, after his acceflion to the empire, fome flat** 
tering genealogifts pretended to derive his pedigree from 
Dardanus and the Trojans* On mod medals he is ftyled 
M. Aurelius Claudius w . He had no children, but two 
brothers, Quint illus, who fucceeded him, and Crifpus, 
the father of Claudia, who married Eutropius, and had by 
him Conftantius, the father of Conftantine the Great. The 
name of Conftantine was, it feems, peculiar to the family 
of Claudius ; for one of his fillers was called Conftantinaj 
a name hitherto unknown in hiftory. The prefent empe- 
ror is, by all writers, even by Zozimus, an avowed enemy 
to Conftantine, extolled as one of the beft princes that 
ever governed the empire. He was highly efteemed by the 
emperor Valerian, who firft gave him the command of the 
fifth legion, and afterwards, at the requeft of the fenate, ap- 
pointed him general of all the troops in Illyricum, which com- 
prehended Thrace, Moefia, Dalmatia, Pannonia, and Dacia* 
Thefame emperor defigned to raife him to the confulfhip, and 
the command of the praetorian guards. Gallienus flood in 
great awe of him ; and, being informed that Claudius dif- 
approved of his conduit, he did all that lay in his power 
to attach him to his interefl, fent him rich prefents, and 
wrote to Venuftus, his particular friend, charging him, by 
all means, to gain Claudius, and remove all jealoufies and 
fufpicions from his mind. In his letter he ftyled Claudius 
his friend and kinfman. Claudius attended him in his 

• Claud. Vit. p. *©3, to6. w Goltz. p. 117. Birag. p. 40*. 

wife Lupercus of Berytus, ace- pieces, and was, in many things, 
lebrated grammarian, who preferred to Herodian (6). 
compofed feveral grammatical 

(6) Suid. p. 5$. Von". Hift. Grace, lib. ii« cap. i& p. h°* 
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againft Pofthumius in Gaul, and the Heruli in IUyri- 
cum j and was ordered by him, after the revolt of Aureo* 
lus, to defend the citv of Ticinum or Pavia : but in the 
mean time, Gallienus Deing killed, he was, though accord* 
ing to fome writers f not pnvy to the confpiracy, proclaim* 
ed emperor *. 

His election was no fooner confirmed by the fenatc, than 
he attacked Aureolus, who was encamped at a fmall di£» 
tance from Milan, defeated the troops under his command, 
and took the ufurper himfelf prifoner. He defigned to 
grant him his life ; but the foldiers killed him without his 
order. After the death of Aureolus, the troops that had 
ferved under him acknowleged Claudius, who immediately 
led them and the reft of his army againft the Germans, who 
had broken into Italy, and were advanced as far as the 
Lake Benacus, now Lago di Garda, near Verona. There 
the emperor defeated them in a pitched battle, cut incre- 
dible numbers of them in pieces, obliged thofe, who out- 
lived the general Daughter, to fave themfelves by a preci- 
pitate flight into their own country, and returning to Home, 
where he was received with the jgreateft demonstrations of 
joy, pafled the remaining part of the year in fettling the af- 
fairs of date ; with great prudence and juftice redreiTmg 
all grievances, and luppreuing the many abufes and difor- 
ders which had prevailed in the late reign. 

In the beginning of the following year he entered upon 
his fecond confulfhip, having Paternus for his colleague ; 
and foon after left Rome to make head againft the Goths, 
and other northern nations, who, to the number of three 
hundred and twenty thoufand fighting men, befides women, 
fervants, and children, had invaded the Roman dominions, 
and committed moll dreadful ravages. The emperor inter- 
cepted them, as they were retiring, loaded with booty, 
through Upper Moefia. 

As he was upon the point of engaging, he wrote with his 
own hand the following letter to the fenate : " I am, con- 
fcript fathers, in fight of the enemy, and ready to engage 
them : they are three hundred and twenty thoufand ftrong. 
If I overcome them, you will not, I hope, be ungrateful : 
if I mould not be attended with luccefs, you will remem- 
ber, that I fight after the reign of Gallienus. The whole 
empire is quite fpent and exhaufted, partly by him, and 
partly by the many tyrants, who, during his adminiftra.tion, 
ufurped the fovereignty, and laid wafte our provinces. We 
want even (hields, fwords, and fpears. The provinces of 
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Gaul and Spain, the chief ftrength of the empire, are in 
the hands of Tetricus. Our archers, to our great fhame, 
are with-held from us by Zenobia. Whatever, therefore, 
we perform fuccefsfully in our prefent circumftances, muft 
be accounted great." But notwithstanding thefe difadvah- and gainst 
tages, Claudius intrepidly advanced againft ihe Barbarians, mtmorabU 
and, after a long and obftinate difpute, pained one of the 
greateft viaories recorded in hiftory ; for no fewer than rwr tkem * 
three hundred thoufand of the enemy were killed or taken 
prifoners. The emperor himfelf gave the following account 
of this memorable battle, in a letter, which he wrote after 
the action, to Junius Brocchus, governor of Illyricum : " We 
have utterly defeated an army of three hundred and twenty 
thoufand Goths, and deftroyed their fleet, confiding of two 
thoufand fail. The fields and fhores are covered with 
fwords, fhiclds, and dead bodies. We have taken fuch 
numbers of captives, that, not to mention the men, two 
or three women will fall to the (hare of each foldier in our 
victorious army f. n Among the prifoners were many 
princes, and perfons of great diftinction. All the provinces 
of the empire were filled with captives, who were employed 
to till the ground ; and every city could (hew you, fays Pol- 
lio, glorious monuments of the fortune and courage of the 
brave and invincible Claudius. For this victory the empe- 
ror took the furname of Gothicus \ 

While Claudius was thus employed againft the Barba- Ztnobiarr 
rians, Zenobia, having overcome Probus, who commanded autti£- 
a body of troops in Egypt, reduced that province, and, af- ty** 
ter a 1 long (lege, took and deftroyed Bruchium, the cita- 
del of Alexandria. Probus, finding he could not efcape 
falling into the hands of the victorious queen, difpatched 
himfelf with his own fword. In the following year, when 
Antiochianus and Orphitus were confuls, the emperor, 
having nothing to fear from the Barbarians, refolved to 
march againft Zenobia, who held all the provinces in the 
Eaft ; but was prevented by a violent plague which broke 
out in his army, and made a dreadful havock of his men. 
The emperor himfelf was carried off by the raging diftem- Yr. of Fl. 
per, at Sirmium in Pannonia, in the ttfty-fixth vear of his a6ig, 
age, after he had reigned, according to the molt probable D. 170. 
opinion, two years, and one month*. In him centred, 10 18 ' 
fays Trebellius Pollio, the moderation of Auguftus, the va- q hi deatk 
lour of Trajan, the piety of Antoninus, and all the virtues of Claudius* 

of the good princes who had reigned before him b . He may 

*. . . . * . . . ■ » ■ * 

Y Claud. Vit. p. 104.. * Goltz. p. 118. » Zof. p. 654. 

Eufcb. Chrdn. p. 1 3$. Grutcr. p. 176. fc Claud. Vit. p. 103, 108. 
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be truly faid to have fuftained, during his fhort, but glo- 
rious reign, the tottering empire, and to have reftored it to 
pxtraordi* its former 1 lift re. The fenate not only beftowed divine ho- 
nary Aa- nours upon him after his death, but devoted in the place 

fTrr'aon whcre tht l affembled » a of g old » on wh . ich was cn " 

him bj the graved his image. This fhield was to be feen in the reign 
fenate and of Conftantine the Great. The people erected at their own 
people of expence two ftatues, one of gold ten feet high, which they 
placed by that of Jupiter in the Capitol, and another of 
{ilver iri the forum, weighing. fifteen hundred pounds, and 
representing the emperor in his triumphal robes. 
fits brother Upon the death of Claudius the fenate and people of 

proclaimed his brother Quintillus emperor, who was 
Kmtxror * nen at Aquileia, in which city he was murdered by his 
but dm foldiers, after a (hort reign of feventeen days, for attempt* 
fio/f after. \ng to enforce, with too much feverity, the difcipline of 
the primitive times. Thus Trebeilius Pollio: but Zofi- 
mus and Zonarus d tell us, that Quintillus, hearing Au- 
relian had been acknowleged emperor by the army in Parv- 
nonia, and finding his own troops ready to revolt, by the 
advice of his friends, caufed his veins to be opened, and 
thus put an end to his life and reign. Mod writers fpeak of 
fureltan him as a prince in every refpecl: equal to his brother. Upon 
raiftdto Jijs death the fenate readily confirmed the election of Aurer 
th empire, jj an> an( j honored him with the title of Auguftus. He 
tralhon was > according to moll writers, a native of Sirmium in 
and pre- Pannonia, of a mean defcent, but univerfally admired on 
firmtnts. account of his extraordinary ftrength and courage. He had 
diftinguifhed himfelf under the emperors Valerian, Gallie- 
nus, and Claudius, in their wars with the Barbarians, of 
whom he is faid to have killed with his own hand forty- 
eight in one engagement, and in feveral others nine hun- 
dred and fifty ; whence fongs were made upon his exploits, 
and fung publicly by the youth on feftival days, As there 
were two Aureliansat the fame time in the army, and both 
tribunes, the foldiers ufed to diftinguifh the prefent Aure- 
Jjan with the furname of Manu ad Ferrum> that is, Hand 
to the Sword ; fo ready was he, on all occafions, to draw 
bis fwprd, and encounter the enemy*. He was a ftrict 
pbferver of military difcipline, and punifhed with the ut- 
nipft feverity the fmalleft neglecl of duty, and the leaft in- 
jury offered by his foldiers to any of the inhabitants of the 
provinces through which he marched. He was, when pro- 
claimed emperpr f commander in chief of the cavalry, to 
which poft he had raifed himfelf from the low flation of a 

f ^ortar p 939. « Aurcl. Vit. p. sio, sit. 
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common foldier f . From Sirmium, where be was faluted 
emperor by the whole army, after the death of Claudius, 
he repaired to Rome, and was received, both by the fenate 
and people, with extraordinary demonstrations of joy ; but 
before he could fettle affairs in the metropolis of the em- 
pire, he was obliged to return haftily to Pannonia, the 
Goths, notwithstanding their late dreadful overthrow, hav- 
ing again broken into that province. Aurelian engaged 
them, and the battle continued, without any conGderablc 
advantage on either fide, till night, when the enemy re- 
palTed the Danube, and next day fent ambafladors to fue 
lor peace; which Aurelian readily granted them, being in- 
formed that the Alemanni, the Juthongae, whofe country 
bordered upon Rhaetia, and the Marcomanni, threatened Concludes a 
to invade Italy itfelf, and were committing dreadful ra- P' ae * ' u j! it * 
vages and devaluations in feveral parts. 

Againft thefe nations, therefore, Aurelian led the flower He defeat* 
of his army, and, meeting them in Vindelicia, which com- feveral 
prehended all Bavaria, and great part of Suabia, he put German 
them to flight, and deftroyed vaft numbers as they attempt- natlont » 
ed to pafs the Danube. Difpirited by this defeat they 
offered to renew their ancient alliance with Rome, provided 
they were allowed to return unmolefted into their own 
country ; for Aurelian had cut off their retreat, and de- 
tached part of his army to guard the banks of the Danube. 
The emperor, elated with his victory, would liflen to no vrto nt» 
terms ; a circumftance which threw the enemy into the ut- vtrthele/r 
moft defpair. After various confutations they refolved at ** tir ****** 
length to enter Italy, fince they could not return to their 
own country ; and accordingly, finding the pafles unguard- 
ed (for Aurelian apprehended no attempt of that nature), 
they advanced, before the emperor came up with them, as 
far as Placentia. There Aurelian attacked them; but 
after having loft moft of his troops, was totally defeated, cndfmttkt 
The Barbarians elated with fo fignal a victory, purfued emperor h 
their march, not doubting but they fhould be able to take ***** * . 
Rome itfelf. But in the mean time Aurelian, having ral- 
lied his difperfed troops, and reinforced them with the le- 
gions quartered in Illyricum, came unexpectedly upon the 
enemy in the neighbourhood of Fanum Fortunse, now Fano, htt are in 
and gave them a dreadful overthrow. Such as efcaped from t**eud all 
the fir ft battle were flain in two others, one of which was nt *®* 
fought near Placentia, and the other on the plains of Ti- 
cinum. Thus was the whole multitude almoft extermi- 
nated 

' Aurel. Vit p. *u, gldem ibid. p. 215, ai6, Dexipp. Le- 
ga*. p. 7—11. 
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While the emperor was preparing to return to Rome, 
news were brought him, that the Vandal had pafled the 
Danube, under the conduct of two of their kings, and fe- 
veral other princes. This intelligence obliged him to haften 
4 to the defence of the threatened piovinces. The Vandals 
1 e tired upon his approach ; the emperor, however, purfued 
and overtook them before they reached the Danube, cut 
*Tht Van- great numbers of them in pieces, and obliged the red to 
dais de- f ae f or peace ; which he granted upon their delivering the 
j&a t . £ Qn8 Q £ t jj e j r j w0 kings, and feveral other perfons of great 
diftin&ion, as hoiiages. He incorporated two thoufand 
of their bed men in his army, and ordered the reft to be 
fupplied with provifions at the public expence, till they 
reached the Danube. Aurelian having thus happily ter- 
minated the wars with the Goths, Germans, and Vandals, 
returned to Rome, and, in the beginning of the following 
year entered upon his firft confulfhip, with his colleague 
Numerius Ceionius Virius BaUus. As feveral difturbances 
had been excited in Rome during his abfence, he puniihed 
the authors of them with great feverity. Trebellius Pollio 
tells us, that though he was in other refpe&s an excellent 
prince, he often fuffered his paflion to get the better of his 
reafon, and puniihed, with exceflivc rigour, faults which 
Aurelian an humane prince would have overlooked. He put feveral 
tftrangtt fenators to death upon the depofition of a (ingle witnefs ; 
t »ftTe'fe' ant * encouraged the accufations of perfons who deferv- 
nate and c< ^ no credit \ a weaknefs which much leflened the reputation 
feopie ivtth he had gained by his exploits in the field, and eftranged 
ais frvt. from him the minds both of the fenate and people. This 
fit J' year, with the confent and approbation of the fenate, he 
undertook the reparation of the city walls, which he like- 
wife extended •, fo that they were near fifty miles in com- 
pafs h . This great work was not accomplished till the lat- 
ter end of the reign of Probus 
fr. bf Fl. In the following year, when Quietus and Voldumianus 
were confuls, Aurelian having fettled affairs in Pannonia, 
A. p. 471. Italy, and at Rome, left the city once more, and fet out 
' 10>0 * for the Eaft, to humble the celebrated Zenobia, who, to 
Wtmarthts fc reat difgrace of the empire, had poffefied for feveral 
mgmtn/l years moll of the eaftern provinces. Thi;> queen, one of the 
Ztnobta. moft illuftrious women mentioned in hiitory, is llyled on 
feveral medals Septimia Zenobia k ; whence fome writers 
Conclude her to have been allied to the family of the em- 
peror Septimius oevtrus. She pretended to derive her pe- 

>» Aurt 1. Vit. p. 1 16. * Zof. p. 655. k Birag. p. 385. 
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digree fiom the Cleopatras and Ptolemies of Egypt, and Her ex- 
her family was one of the moft confpicuous in the Eaft. traffion % 
She was well vex fed in polite literature, understood 
thoroughly the Egyptian, Greek, and Latin languages, Sjjjjr 
and in the knowlege of hiftory excelled moft men of her v 
time. She is even faid to have compiled an abridgement of 
the Egyptian and Oriental hiftorians, which was in great 
requeft among the learned. St. Athanafius writes, that 
fhe profefied the Jewifh religion ; and is therein follow- 
ed by Abulfarajius m . She married the celebrated Ocie- 
natus, prince of Palmyra, and afterwards partner in the 
empire with Gallienus. She had a great (hare in the 
many fignal victories gained by her hulband over the 
Perfians, and is affirmed to have been no lefs courageous 
than that brave commander, and equally experienced in 
military affairs. Upon his death (he arrayed her three fons, 
Herennianus, Timolaus, and Vhaballat, in purple, caufed 
them to be acknowleged by all the eaftern provinces as joint 
emperors of Rome, and obliged them to conform to the 
Roman cuftoms, and ufe the Latin tongue inftead of the 
Greek, which was fpoken by other eaftern princes. As 
they were under age, fhe governed in their name, with the 
title of Queen of the Eaft, for the fpace of five or fix years, 
difcharging each duty of an excellent ruler and experienced 
commander, with all the prudence and intrepidity of a man. 
She (hewed great wifdom in her counfels, was fteady in 
her resolutions, kind and generous to per fons of merit, but 
inexorable when feverity was judged necefiary. She lived 
with all the grandeur of a queen, imitating the pomp and 
magnificence of the Perfian monarchs, and caufing all who 
approached to fall proftrate before her, after the manner of 
the Perfian court. She often appeared at the head of her 
troops, armed with a helmet, and arrayed with the impe- 
rial robes, harangued them, and marching with them many 
miles on foot. In imitation of the Roman emperors, (he 
gave magnificent entertainments, not fcrupling, on thefe 
occafions, to drink plentifully with the officers of her army, 
and the Perfian and Armenian ambafiadors, though other- 
wife very fober and temperate n . 

In the reign of Gallienus (he defeated Heraclianus 5 and Her ex- 
by this overthrow remained in peaceable pofleffion of all plaits. 
Syria and Mesopotamia, to. which (he added Egypt while 
Claudius was engrofled by the Gothic war. Not fatisfied 
with thefe acquisitions, in the reign of Aurelian (he feized 
on great part of Afia, and attempted to reduce Bithynia 

1 Athan. Solit. p. S57. ■ Abul. p. 8t. » Trigint. Tyran. 
cap. 16. p. 168. p Zof. p. 685. 
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Aurelian, dcfirous to terminate her ufurpation, ordered all 
his forces to aflemble in Illyricum ; and early in the fpring 
directed his march through Thrace, where he engaged and 
repulfed federal barbarous nations, who had made irruptions 
Aurelian into that province. He even palled the Danube, and in an 
defeats the engagement with Caunabaud, a Gothic prince, flew him, 
^klhone^Qf a thoufand of his men Having thus defeated the 

their kings. Goths, he purfued his march to Byzantium, and crofting 
the Bofporus, entered Bithynia, which immediately fub- 
mitted. From Bithynia he advanced into Cappadocia, 
where the inhabitants of Tyana (hut their gates againft him ; 
an infult which fo incenfed Aurelian, that he fwore he 
would not leave a dog alive in the place. His foldiers at- 
tacked it with great fury; but were, in their repeated 
aflaults, repulfed with confiderable lofs by the inhabitants, 
Takes Ty- till one of them, named Heraclammon, betrayed his coun- 
mna in try and fellow-citizens to the enemy. 
Cappado- From Tyana Aurelian marched his army to Antioch, de- 
'zenobid's ^ eate£ ^ tne troo P s °f Zenobia in the neighbourhood of that 
nrnty de- Cltv > an( * enterc d in triumph the metropolis of Syria. This 
ieaitd. victory, however, coft him dear; for the Palmyrenians 
(fo the troops of Zenobia are ftyled by hiftorians) fought 
with incredible bravery, and the Romans owed the victory 
rather to art than valour ; for, obferving the enemy's 
cavalry heavily armed, they immediately fled ; and facing 
about unexpectedly, when they were fpent with the long 
purfuit, put them eafily in diforder, and gained a com- 
plete victory From Antioch Aurelian purfued his march 
to Emefa, whither Zenobia had retired with her army, con- 
fiding of feventy thoufand men. Under her commanded 
Zabas, or Zabdas, a man of great courage and experience, 
who had fignalized himfelf in the Perfian wars in the time 
Znohim of Odenatus. After feveral (kirmiflies with various fuccefs, 
defeated a b ol h armies came to a general engagement, in which the 
f.candttme. R oman nor f e wcre broken at the firft onfet; but their in- 
fantry, attacking the enemy both in front and flank, left 
naked and expofed by the departure of their cavalry, who 
were purfuing the Romans, obliged them, after a long and 
obftinate difpute, to give ground, and fhelter themfelves 
behind the walls of Emefa ; which place, however, they 
abandoned at the approach of the victorious army, and re- 
tired with Zenobia to Palmyra, whither Aurelian clofely 
purfued them, though greatly harafled in his march by the 
Syrian robbers, who cut off great numbers of his men. 

P Aur. Vit p. zi6, q Zof. p. 655. 
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He immediately inverted the place, hoping to carry it by Pahmyrm 
aflault ; but all his efforts proving unfuccefsful, he began to 
batter it with an incredible number of warlike machines. 
The befieged, animated by the example of their queen, not 
only repulfed the aggreflbrs with (howers of arrows, darts, 
and ftones, but infulted them from the walls, without fpar- 
ing the emperor himfelf ; who being at length quite ex- 
hausted with the toils and fatigues of fo long a fiege, wrote 
a letter to Zenobia, exhorting her to furrender, and pro* 
mifing to fpare her life. To this letter Zenobia returned the 
following anfwer : " No man ever before you made fuch a Zenobia t 
demand. It is not by letters, but valour, that you mud: an/uutr t§ 
induce me to fubmit. You cannot but know, that Cleo- Aur$han 9 
patra chofe rather to die than live under Auguftus, not- J£^TJ . 
withftanding the great promifes he made her. I exped m i tt ' 
daily the Perfians, Saracens, and Armenians, who are all 
haftening to my relief j and what will then become of you 
and your army, whom the robbers of Syria have put to 
flight ? You will then lay afide that pride and prefump- 
tion with which you command me to furrender, as if you 
were the conqueror of the univerfe Aurelian, enraged 
at this anfwer, immediately ordered a general aflault} but 
was repulfed with great lofs. However, he defeated the 
Perfians, who were\:oming to the relief of the place ; and 
partly by menaces, partly by promifes, prevailed upon the 
Armenians and Saracens to join him againft the queen, 
whom they were come to aflift. Zenobia, finding herfelf 
difappointed of the fuccours which (he had long expecled, 
and defpairing of being able to hold out much longer with 
her own forces, refolved to withdraw privately from the 
city into Perfia, and folicit in perfon more powerful fup- 
plies. Accordingly ihe departed in the dead of the night, 
with a fmall retinue, mounted on camels, carrying with 
her part of her jewels and treafures : but Aurelian, who Yr. of YL 
was very vigilant, having had timely notice of her flight, tin. 
detached a party of horfe after the fugitive queen; who, ^.D. »7j. 
coming up with her as (he was ready to crofs the Euphrates io>1 * 
in a boat, feized her, and carried her to Aurelian, who ztmbia 
from that moment began to look upon himfelf as the con- taktn, and 
queror and fole lord of the Eaft. When ihe was brought brvt&ht to 
into his prefence, he aiked her, what had prompted her to Aw*"*** 
take up arms againft, and infult over, the emperors of 
Rome r To this queftion the queen replied, with no lefs 
intrepidity than addrefs, that (he looked upon him, indeed, 
who knew how to conquer, as emperor \ but as for Gal- 

■ Aur. Vit. p. nt. 
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Henus, Aureolus, and fuch as refembled them, (he had ne- 
ver thought them worthy of that name *. 

The city of Palmyra ftill refifted, and fome of the inha- 
bitants were againft fubmitting upon any terms whatever; 
but others fued for mercy, and, upon the emperor's pro- 
miring to grant them their lives, opened their gates to the 
-conqueror, who fpared the inhabitants, but ftripped the 
city of all its wealth, and appointed Sandarion governor of 
the place, with five hundred archers, and other troops, un« 
der his command After this atchievement, the emperor 
returned to Emefa, carrying with him the captive queen, 
whofe death the foldiers demanded with loud clamours \ 
but the emperor thought it beneath his dignity to fpill the 
blood of a woman, efpecially as (he had with great intrepi- 
dity defended the eaftern provinces againft the Perfians, and 
other neighbouring nations, during the domeftic difturb- 
ances that prevailed in every part of the empire. The fame 
of this victory foon reached the moil diftant nations, who 
all drove, with folemn embaffies and rich prefents, to gain 
the friendfhip of the conqueror of Zenobia (E). Aurelian, 
having thus recovered, and fettled in peace, the eaftern pro- 
vinces, returned by Chalcedon and Byzantium into Europe, 
carrying with him his illuftrious captive. 

He defeated, on his march through Thrace, the Carpi, 
who had invaded that province ; but at the fame time he 
was informed, that the inhabitants of Palmyra had revolted, 
put the Roman governor and garrifon to the fword, and 
proclaimed a kinfman of Zenobia, named Achilleus, or, as 
Zofimus calls him, Antiochus, their fovereign. Upon this 
intelligence, the emperor, returning with great expedition, 
arrived at Palmyra before the inhabitants had any notice of 
his march, took the city without oppofition, and put all the 
inhabitants to the fword, without diftinttion of fcx, age, 

• Trigint. Tyran. cap. 39, p. 199. « Aur. Vit. p. 119. 



(E) Hoimifdas, or, as Eu- 
tychius calls him, Hormoz al 
Horri, who had fucceeded his 
father Sapor in the kingdom of 
Perfia, fent to the emperor, a- 
mongll other prefents, a cha- 
riot enriched with gold, filver, 
and precious Hones of an incftU 
mable value, and a fcarlet man- 
gle of* fuch a lively colour, that 



the Romans had never (een any 
but what came infinitely ftiort 
of it. Aurelian, and after him 
Probus and Diocletian, enchant- 
ed with its extraordinary bright- 
nefs and beauty, fent, but to 
no effect, perfons into the Eaft, 
to difcover the art of dying to 
fuch an extraordinary per- 
fection (1). 



(1) Aur. Vit. p. 
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*r condition He had not quitted the Eaft, when he re* 73, revolt 
ceived advice, that Egypt had revolted, and proclaimed em* o/Firmus, 
peror one Firmut, or rather Fir mi us, as he is ftyled on fuch 
of his medals as have reached our times He was a na- 
tive of Seleucia in Syria, but poflefled an immenfe cftate in 
Egypt, and carried on an advantageous trade with the Sa» 
racens, the Blemyes, a people of Ethiopia, and the inha- 
bitants of India ; for he ufed to boail, that, with his pro- 
fits alone upon paper and glue, he could maintain a whole 
army* Vopifcus relates wonderful things of his ftrength 
and appetite. He was greatly attached to Zenobia, and, to 
fupport her party and intereft, aiTumed the title of Augus- 
tus, made himfelf mafter of Egypt, and flopped the corn 
which it ufed to fend yearly to Rome. Aurelian marched 
again ft him with that expedition which was peculiar to 
him j and, being attended with his ufual fuccefs, overcame 
the ufurper, ftormed a ftrong caftle to which he fled, and, 
having taken him prifoner, caufed him to be publicly ex- 
ecuted x . 

Having thus fuppreflfed the troubles in the Eaft, he re* 
turned the fecond time to Europe, with adefign to recover* 
and reunite to the empire, the provinces of Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain, which were governed by Tetricus. This de- 
fign he eafiiy compafTed, Tetricus himfelf, no longer able 
to re ft rain the continual diforders and mutinies of his troops, 
inviting him privately into Gaul r. However, a battle was Gaul re- 
fought near Chalons on the Marne 5 during which, Tetri- duced. 
cus voluntarily furrendering to Aurelian, his troops, defti- 
tute of a leader, were cut in pieces. Thus was Gaul, after 
it had been held for the fpace of thirteen years by dif- 
ferent tyrants, united again to the empire. Towards the 
end of this year, when Tacitus, afterwards emperor, and 
Placid 1 an us, were confuls, Aurelian returned to Rome, 
where he was received with the mod magnificent triumph 
the city had ever beheld. There were four royal and {lately AurelUm** 
chariots : the firft, which had belonged to Odenatus, was triumph* 
entirely covered with filver, gold, and jewels ; another, 
equally rich and magnificent, was a prefent to Aurelian 
from the king of Perfia the third was Zenobia's own cha- 
riot?; and the fourth, which was drawn by four ftags, had 
been taken by Aurelian from a Gothic prince. In the latter 
the emperor himfelf made his entry. Thefe chariots were 
preceded by twenty elephants, and great variety of wild 
beafts from different countries. Next came eight hundred 

• Aur. Vit. p. 119. v GoltZt p. 119. Spanh. lib. viti p. 599, 
* Aur. Vit. p. iso. Zof. p. 661, r Trig. Tyran, cap* aj. p. 119. 
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couple of gladiators, followed by an incredible number of 
captives of different nations, with their hands tied behind 
their backs, namely, Goths, Alans, Roxolans, Sarmatians, 
Franks, Suevians, Vandals, Alemans, Blemyes, A ux urn ites, 
Arabians, Eudaemonians, Indians, Ba&rians, Iberians, Sa- 
racens, Armenians, Perfians ; the Palmyrenians who had 
efcaped the late flaughter, fome Egyptians engaged in the 
late rebellion of Firmius, and ten Gothic women, whom 
Aurelian had taken fighting in the habit of men. Thefe 
were followed by Tetncus in a fcarlet robe, and his fon, 
with whom he had divided the empire. Next to them 
marched Zenobia, whofe uncommon beauty, noble Mature, 
and majeftic mien, attracted the eyes of the fpeftators, and 
feemed to eclipfe the grandeur and luftre of the emperor 
himfelf. She was bound with chains of gold, which other 
perfons fupported, apparelled with the richeft tiflues and 
robes, and fo loaded with pearls and precious (tones, that 
(he was often obliged to halt, being ready to fink under fo 
great a burden. Zenobia was followed by the emperor's 
triumphal chariot, the fenate in a body, the people of Rome, 
with theirvarious ftandards, and the victorious legions, horfe 
and foot, in rich and fplendid armour, with crowns of lau- 
rel on their heads, and branches of palm-trees, the fymbol 
of victory, in their hands. The fenate, however, in the 
midft of the public rejoicings, betrayed no fmall concern 
to fee Tetricus, one of their own body, who had even been 
conful, led in triumph. In the Capitol Aurelian faciificed 
to Jupiter the four ftags that had drawn his chariot, in 
compliance with a vow he had made. From the Capitol 
he proceeded to the palace, attended by the fenate, and 
fuch crowds of people, that the day was far advanced before 
he could reach it. The next and feveral following days, he 
diverted the people with plays, races in the circus, (hews of 
gladiators, combats of wild beafts, fea-fights in the Nau- 
machia, and all forts of entertainments *. 
fi'u huma- He treated his illuftrious captives with great humanity and 
nityto- kindnefs. To Zenobia he gave lands and pofleffions in the 
wards Ze~ neighbourhood of Tibur, now Tivoli, fufficient to maintain 
Iter *'htf. her according to her rank. She lived on that eftate, fays 
drtn\ Trebellius Pollio, like a Roman matron, with her children, 
that is, according to Zonaras, with her daughters, whom 
Aurelian took under his protection, and married to perfons 
and to- of the firft quality in Rome a . The emperor (hewed no lefs 
-wards T-p. clemency to Tetricus than to Zenobia. To make fome 

truus, and 

his /oh. ■ Aur , vit, p. «*o, • Trigint. Tyrann. cap. 19. p. 198. 

Zon. p. *4o. 
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amends for the injury he had done him, by leading him like 
a captive in triumph, he heaped many honours upon him, 
ftyling him his colleague, his fellow-foldier, and even ho- 
nouring him fometimes with the title of emperor. He ap- 
pointed him governor of Lucania, telling him pleafantly, 
that it was more to his reputation to govern a province of 
Italy, than to reign beyond the Alps b . He treated with 
the fame humanity and good -nature young Tetricus, whom 
he had led in triumph with his father, fufFering him to con- 
tinue in the fenate, and leaving his eftate untouched, which 
he tranfmitted to his pofterity, who lived at Rome, under 
the fucceeding princes, in great fplendor, efteemed and re- 
vered by perfons of all ranks. 

The next confuls were, Aurelian the fecond time, and 
C. Julius Capitolinus. This year the emperor continued at 
Rome ; and, being now diverted by no foreign or domes- 
tic wars, he applied himfelf wholly to the reformation of 
feveral abufes which had prevailed in the time of Gallienus, 
and which Claudius had not been able to fupprefs during 
his (hort reign. He made feveral regulations, which gain- Yr. of FI« 
ed him the affections of the people, whom he had eftranged 
from him, in the beginning of his reign, by his cruelty, to u*(?"* 74 " 
which he had naturally a great inclination. To the boun- * ' '° 22 * 
ties of the emperors his predeceflbrs, who had eftabliflied several 
funds for diftributing bread and oil among the people, he regulations 
added a certain portion of hogs-flefti to be given with the modify 
bread and oil ; and encreafed the latter largefs by the addi- 
tion of an ounce to each pound. He even defigned to ef- 
tablifh a fund for diftributing a certain quantity of wine 
among them •, but was either prevented by death from put- 
ting his defign in execution, or perfuaded from it by the 
captain of the guards, who told him, that if he allowed the 
populace wine, they would next expect geefe and chickens c . 
He appointed, that Egypt fhould fupply the city of Rome 
yearly with a certain quantity of glafs, paper, linen, and 
feveral other things, that were either the natural growth, 
or manufacture of that country d . He caufed wharfs to be 
built along the banks of the Tiber, and the channel of that 
river to be clean fed. 

But nothing more obliged perfons of all ranks than his ge- His genera* 
neroufly remitting whatever was owing this year by private 
perfons to the treafury, and his publicly burning in the fo- 
rum of Trajan all the papers, bonds, and regifters, relating 
to fuch debts. At the fame time he publiflied an ad of obli- 

* Eutrop. Aur.Via.Epit. « Aurel. Vit. p. 125. <* Aurel. 
Vic. p, 224.. 
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vlon with refpec"r, to all crimes committed againft the ftate to 
that day. From that time forward he puniflied with the ut- 
moft feverity fuch as accufed others, without being able to 
eftablifli their charge. He framed many wholefome laws, 
by which he is faid to have purged Rome of all profefled 
lewdnefs, irreligion, and wicked arts. Finding that eunuchs 
began to be fold at a very great rate, he fixed the number 
which each perfon might keep of fuch (laves, according to 
their different ranks. He enacted rigid laws againft adul- 
tery, and punifhed with death one of his own domeftics 
guilty of that crime. He would fuffer none to keep women 
free-born for concubines. His domeftics, freedmen, and 
flaves, he kept in great awe, caufing them to be feverely 
beaten in his prefence for the fmalleft faults, and deliver- 
ing them up, when guilty of tranfgrefling the laws, to the 
Hi butUsm civil magiftrates e . About this time he built and confecrat- 
magnificent e( j a mo ft magnificent temple to the Sun, of which fre- 
tfoSuw? <! u ent mention is made in hiftory ; and embellimed it with 
rich and coftly ornaments. It was one of the moft ftately 
and magnificent ftru&ures in Rome. The gold vefiels be- 
longing to it weighed fifteen hundred pounds. He likewife 
enriched the Capitol, and moft of the temples in the city, 
with prefents of great value fent him by foreign princes f . 
He extended the jurifdicVion of the pontiffs, encreafed their 
revenues, and eftablifhed funds for repairing temples, and 
for the falaries of the inferior minifters. 
A %reat fe- Towards the end of the year, a dangerous fedition was 
dmon in excited in Rome by the perfons employed in the mint, who, 
Rome. having, by a notorious breach of truft, coined a great quan- 
tity of falfe money, to avoid the punifhment due to their 
crime, joined in a body, under the conduct of one Felicjfli- 
mus, formerly a flave, but appointed by Aurelian one of the 
receivers of the treafury ; thefe infurgents raifed fuch dif- 
turbances, that the emperor was obliged to order his troops 
to march againft them, whom they received drawn up in 
order of battle on Mount Coelius ; killed feven thoufand of 
them j but were in the fequel, though they fought with the 
moft defperate bravery, overcome, and puniflied with the 
utmoft feverity. This tnfurre&ion being quelled, the em- 
peror called in all the falfe coin, and iflued true money in 
its room. Soon after this fedition, he put feveral fenators 
to death, and likewife the fon, or, as others will have it, 
the daughter, of his own filler, for faults not fpecified in 
hiftory, but only faid not to have deferred fuch a fevere 
puni foment f . 

« Tacit. Vit. p. 1 Aur. Vit. p. 217, **t- ZoC p. 

461,665. g Aur. Vi&. Epit. 
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Tdwards the clofe of this, or the beginning of the follow- Awelian 
ing year, when Aurelian was conful the third time, with marches 
Marcellinus, fome difturbances happened in Gaul, which wtoGau h 
obliged the emperor to quit Rome, and. hallen thither. AH y-"^f^, 
we know of this expedition is, that Gaul was reftored to turbancet 
its former tranquility *, and that the emperor, marching from thtrt. 
that province into Vindclicia, obliged the Barbarians, who 
had made an irruption on that fide, to repafs the Danube h . 
From Vindelicia the emperor marched into Illyricum ; Heaban- 
and finding the province of Dacia in the hands of the donstotht 
Barbarians, who had feized it in the reign of Gallienus, he Ua 'f^ r ' t ' r 
did not think it worth his while to recover a country, which, ™ nc / 0 f 
he was well apprifed, he could not maintain in the midft Dacia, 
of fo many barbarous nations. He therefore withdrew 
the Roman troops from the few forts they ftill held beyond 
the Danube, and refigned to the inhabitants, who had been 
driven out by the Barbarians, part of Mcefia and Dardania. 

From Illyricum the emperor marched into Thrace, with a 
defign to pafs the winter there, and early in the fpring to 
crofs over into Afia, and lead his army againft the Peril an 9, 
upon what provocation, hiftory does not inform us : but 
while he was wholly intent upon this war, death put a pe- 
riod to this, and his other vaft defigns. Hiftorians give us 4 confyi- 
the following account of his unhappy end : he fufpe&ed racy form- 
Mneftheus, one of his freedmen and fecretaries, of extor- id againft 
tion, and had threatened to punifli him. Mneftheus, pro- 
bably guilty of the crime laid to his charge, and well ac- 
quainted with the emperor's cruel and inflexible temper, re- 
folved to fruftrate his defign. Accordingly, counterfeiting 
his mafter's hand, he wrote a roll of the names of the chief 
officers in the army, and, among the reft, his own ; and, 
(hewing it to thofe whofe names he had fet down, told 
them, that he had found it in the emperor's clofet ; that 
they were all doomed to deftru&ion ; and that only by fome 
defperate attempt they could avert their impending ruin. 
They all believed him, and, prompted partly by fear, partly Yr. of Ff. 
by indignation, to fee 6ieir fervices thus rewarded, took, l6l 3* 
without hefitation, the refolution fuggefted to them by ^ f?',©! 5 
Mneftheus ; and a few days after, as the army was march- * lo>3 * 
ing to a place named Csenophrurium, that is, the new caftle f Htismur- 
half-way between Byzantium and Heraclea, they fell upon dered, 
the emperor fword in hand, while he was attended only by 
a fmall guard, and difpatched him with many wounds. The 
emperor muft have been killed about the latter end of Ja- 
nuary, for his death was known at Rome on the third of 
February of the year 275, fo that he had reigned five full 

h Zonar. p, 340* 
Vol. XIV. D years; 
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years ; and lived, according to the moft probable opinion, 
fixty-three l . His death did not remain unpuniihed j for 
the officers, who had killed him, finding foon after, that 
they had been impofed upon by Mneftheus, threw him to 
the wild beafts, and built a magnificent temple and tomb to 
the honour of the deceafed emperor, in the place where he 
had been killed, the whole army folemnizing his obfequies 
with the utmoft pomp and magnificence. All thofe who 
were engaged in the confpi racy were either cut in pieces on 
the fpot by the enraged foldiery, or afterwards executed 
under his fuccefTors Tacitus and Probus. His death was 
much lamented by the fenate, who, at the requeft of the 
army, ranked him among the gods ; but more by the people, 
whom he had gained with greater bounties and largefies 
than they had ever received from any of his predeceflbrs. 
His cha- Aurelian is commonly ftyled the reftorer of the empire, 
raBcr. which, after the evils it bad fuffered by the captivity of Va- 
lerian, and indolence of Gallienus, began to revive under 
Claudius, and was by Aurelian reftored to its former ftrength 
and luftre. He delivered Italy from the incurfions of the 
Alemanni, refcued the Eaft from the (hameful yoke of a 
woman, humbled the Perfians, Hill elated with the capti- 
vity of Valerian, reunited Gaul to the empire, and reftored 
to Kome Thrace and Illyricum, over-ran and oppreffed by 
the Barbarians. His 3rms were dreaded, and his friendftiip 
courted, by the moft diftant nations. He was a prince of 
great bravery, prudence, and generofity ; but as his cruelty 
overbalanced all his other good qualities, he is by Vopif- 
cus, and moft other writers, ranked not among the good, 
but the ufeful princes (F). ^ s 

* Aur. Vit. p. in. Aur. Via. E'pit. Zof. p. 661. 

(F) Under Aurelian flou- tells us, that he and fome other 

riihed two celebrated philofo- philofophers were feafted at 

phers, Longinus and Amelius. Athens by Longinus, on Pla- 

The former, named Caffius to's birth-day (2). Longinus 

Longinus, and likewife Diony- was not only a great philofo- 

fius, which name is prefixed to pher, but the beft critic and 

his treatife on the fublime, is by orator of his age, and fo well 

moft writers thought to have verfed in the various branches 

been a native of Athens (1). of literature, that he was com - 

He profefled and taught the monly ftyled a treafure of know - 

philofbphy of Plato, and had lege, and a living library (3). 

the celebrated philofopher Por- He taught Zenobia the Greek 

phyrius for his difctple, who tongue, efpoufed her caufe with 

(1) Jolinf. lib. Hi. cap. 14. p. 184. (2) Eufeb. Prxpar. 

Evang. lib. x. cap. 3. p. 464. Plot, Vit. p. 14. (3) Eunap. 

cap. a. p f 17. Plot. Vit, p. j 3, 

great 
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A$ »U ibe principal oncers io the army had been con* 
cerned jn the death of Aurelian, the foldiers, by whom he 
WW greatly beloveds not able to prevail upon themselves to 
nominate one of them in his room, wrote to the fenate, 
acquainting them with the death of the emperor, and re- q-/ te(tr my 
ierring the choice of a new prince to them. When their refer the 
letter was read, Tacitus, who was at that time prince of ekQim of a 

great warmth againft Aurelian, had heard of Plotinus in the 
and was fuppofed to have die- frequent conferences that phi* 
tated the letter which that prin- lofopher had held with him, 
cefs wrote t<rthe emperor dur- and others of the fame feci (7). 
ing the fiege of Palmyra. That Amelius and Plotinus were, in 
letter fo provoked Aurelian, the opinion of Longinus, the 
that, upon the reduction of the only philofophers, who, in his 
place, he caufed the fuppofed time, publiflied works worth 
author of it to be put to death ; perufing (8)/ 
whichhefuiFeredwithgreatfirm- Some historians too flourifli- 
nefs and intrepidity, confoling ed under Aurelian, to wit, Cal- 
thofe who were affected with his licrates of Tyre, whom Vopif- 
misfortune. Suidas mentions fe- cus ftyles the moft learned of 
veral philological pieces pub- ail the Greek hiftorians of his 
lifted by Longinus (4) ; but time (9) ; and Theoclius, or 
takes no notice of his treatife on Theon, of Chios, as fome cri- 
the fublime, the only entire tics conjecture (1 ). Both thefe 
work of Longinus which has hiftorians wrote the life of Au- 
reached our times, and fully relian j but dwelt, it feems, 
anfwers the great idea which too much on trifling inci- 
the ancients raife in us of its dents (2). Nicomachus, an- 
author. other Greek hiftorian, wrote at 
Amelius, againft whom Lon- the fame time. Aurelianus 
ginus wrote, was a philofopher Feftivus, afreedman of the em- 
of great reputation among the peror Aurelian, wrote the hiito- 
Platonics (5). He was di lei pie ry of his reign, or at leaft part 
to Plotinus, and greatly attach- of it, with the life of Firmus, 
ed to him ; for he lived twenty- who ufurped the title of empe- 
four years with him at Rome, ror in Egypt Erennius 
from the third year of Philip Dezippus, by birth an Athe- 
to the firft of Claudius, that is, nian, by profertion an orator, 
from the year 246, to the begin- the fon of another Dexippus, 
ning of 269 (6). He was a very flourished under Aurelian, and 
laborious man, and is faid to was efteemed one of the great- 
have compofed an hundred vo- eft orators Greece had ever pro- 
lumes, containing only what he duced (4). 

(4) Suid. p. 50. (5) Eufeb. Praepor. lib. xi. cap. iff. 

p. 540. (6) Plot. Vit. p. 3, 6. (7) Idem, p. 3. (8) Idem, 
p. 14. (9) Vit. Aurel. p. 409. (1) Vofl". Hift. Grace, lib- iv. 
cap. 17. p. 485. (*) Aurel. Vit. p. %io. (3) Firm. Vit p. 244. 
(4) Suid. p< 659. VolT. Hill. Grjec. lib. iv. cap. 17. p. 4B5* Aurel. Vit. 
p. 2091 Long, cap. viii. p. ao* Plot. Vit* p* 3, 6. Phot. cap. 8a • p. *oo. 
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new prince the fcnate, and voted the firft, declared, that he wifhed 
t$ tktft* to refer the choice of a new emperor to the army, as the 
nate, and arni y na j done to the fenate : " For what difputes (faid he), 
\o th**' am * d»fturbances will inevitably enfue, (hould not the army 
army. approve of the perfon whom we choofe !" The fenate 
acquiefced in his propofal ; but the foldiers referred the 
choice a fecond and a third time to the fenate, as the fenate 
did to the foldiers ; fo that the empire, by this reciprocal 
exchange of compliments, and commendable difpute be- 
tween the fenate and army, remained near eight months 
without a head : neverthelefs, no ufurper darted up 
during that period; no difturbances happened either at 
Home, or in the provinces. But the Barbarians in the 
mean time, taking advantage of the inter-regnum, began to 
put themfelves in motion. The Germans, that is, the 
Lyges, the Franks, the Burgundiones, and the Vandals, 
broke into Gaul; the Goths threatened Illyricum; and 
every one expected, that the Perfians, againft whom Au- 
relian had declared war, would not continue long quiet. 
Thefe events Velius Cornificius Gordianus, then conful, 
laid before the fenate on the twenty-fifth of September ; 
and earneftly prefled them to proceed, without farther de- 
lay, to the election of an emperor. He concluded his 
fpeech by telling them, that the empire could no longer 
exift without a head ; and that the army would either 
accept the prince whom they chofe, or, rejecting him, 
choofe another. 

There had been fome talk before of raifing Tacitus to 
the empire, who had withdrawn into Campania, and lived 
two months in retirement ; but, being recalled by the fe- 
nate, he was prefent at this meeting held on the 25th of 
September. After the conful Gordianus had ended his 
fpeech, he rofe up to deliver his opinion the firft, as prince 
of the fenate ; but, before he had uttered a tingle word, the 
Tacitus un- whole affembly exclaimed with one voice, " We falute 
animoujly you, Tacitus, emperor : to you we commit the care of the 
chofcn by ftate, and the world. Take the empire given you by the 
th/ fenate. autnor i t y G f the fenate: your rank, your character, your 
paft conduct, deferve it." He attempted to excufe himfelf 
on account of his great age (for he was then feventy-five) ; 
but they replied, that other emperors, advanced in years, 
had governed with great reputation ; that they wanted not 
a foldier, but an emperor ; not a ftrong body, but a vigor- 
ous mind ; and that he had a brother, who would bear 
with him part of the burden. Then each fenator, in parti- 
cular, gave his fuffrage. Metius Falconius Nichomachus, 
the tldeft confular, after having in an elegant fpeech be- 
llowed 
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flowed the higheft encomiums upon Tacitus, difplaycd in a 
very affefting manner the many evils attending the admi- 
niftration of young and unexperienced princes ; and con- 
jured Tacitus, by the love he bore his country, not to leave 
the empire to his fons, who were yet children, but to ap- 
point for his fucceflbr a perfon, whom he judged equal to 
fo great a truft, if the ftate were, by the immutable decrees 
of the Fates, deprived of him before his children attained 
the age of maturity. He added, that, todifpofe of the fenate, 
the people of Rome, and the whole empire, in the fame 
manner as he devifed his houfes, lands, and flaves, was 
repugnant to the laws of juftice and equity ; and that no- 
thing would fo much commend his name to future ages, as 
to (hew at his death, that he loved the republic above his 
family and iflue k . The decree was then drawn up, veiling 
him with the fovereign power, and figned by all the fena- 
tors, even by Tacitus himfelf. From the fenate they pro- 
ceeded to the field of Mars, where jEHus Cefetianus, then 
governor of Rome, declared to the foldiers and people 
aflembled, the ele&ion of Tacitus, which was received 
with the ufual acclamations. 

The prefent emperor, named on his coins* M. Claudius 
Tacitus, but, by Vopifcus, Aurelianus, or Aurelius Taci- . 
tus, acknowleged Cornelius Tacitus, the celebrated hillo- 
rian, for his kinfman ; and therefore, to fecure his inimitable 
performance againft the injuries of time, he ordered ten 
copies of it to be tranferibed every year, and to be lodged 
in the public libraries, and in the cabinets of the learned 5 
but, notwithftanding his care, only a fmall part of what 
that excellent hiftorian wrote has reached our times. The 
emperor was advanced in years ; but had feveral children 
who were very young. Florianus, named on the ancient 
coins M. Annius Florianus, was only his uterine brother. 
All we know of his preferments is, that he had been con- His frtfer* 
ful, and was, at the time of his election, prince of the fe- mrnts. 
nate. He was a man of learning, of a mild temper, an 
enemy to all pomp, and a great admirer of the manners of 
the primitive Romans. When he was created emperor, he 
gave his immenfe eflate to the public, allotting part of it 
for the repairing and beautifying the temples. His ready 
money he diftributed among the foldiers, fet at liberty all 
the flaves he had at Rome, and caufed his houfe to be 
pulled down, in order to build public baths in the place 
where it flood. His temperance and regularity, his osco- 
nomy, and care of the public money, his impartiality in 

* Tacit. Vit. p. 2*7— tjt. 
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the administration of juftice, are much eelebfaWd bt fas 
authors of his life. 

In the firft fpeech he made to the fenate, he declared* 
that he Would tranfaft nothing without their content and 
authority ; and then propofed two laws, which were re- 
ceived with great applaufe, and confirmed by a decree* 
They enacled, that whoever fhouM mht metals with a bafer 5 
fort, mould forfeit his eftate and life $ that flaves ihoaM 
not be admitted as witneffes againft their matters, even m 
cafes of treafon. In the fame fpeech he aiked the con-* 
fulmip for his brother Florianus ; bat the fenate did not 
think fit to grant him his requeft : a repulfe which he was 1 
fo far from refenting, that, on the contrary, he feemed 
highly pleafed with the liberty they had taken, faying, " I 
£m glad they know him." From the very beginning of his 
reign, he applied himfelf to the removing of feveral abtrfes 1 
which ftill prevailed in Rome. By one edi£r, he fuppreffed 
all brothels $ by another, he ordered all the public baths to 
fee rout up at fun-fet ; and, by a third, prohibited all forts 1 
of gold fjfiue and gilding. He refpecled the memory of the 
good emperors, and caufed a temple to be built to their 
honour, and facrifices to be offered on their feveral anni- 
versaries. He had a particular efteem for Aurelian, and 
prevailed Upon the fenate to decree him a ftatue of gold, to 
be erected in the Capitol, and others of filver, to be placed 
in the fenate, in the temple of the Sun, and in the fquare 
of Trajan J . The fenate, overjoyed at the recovery of their 
afneient ri£ht of creating emperors, ordered public procef- 
fions, vovted hecatombs, appeared in white garments, 
fcafted their friends, and wrote to all the ftates and cities 
m alliance with Rome, acquainting them, that they were 
M length reftorcd to their former authority ; that the kings 
and princes of the Barbarians were to apply to them ; and 
that all apyeals from the proconfuls were to be made, not 
to the emperor, or the captain of the guards, but to the 
governor of Rome, from whom they might appeal to the 
fenare m . 

The new prince was fcarce fettled in the empire, when 
he received intelligence that incredible multitudes of Barba- 
rians were advancing from the Falus Maeotis through Col- 
chis, pretending to have been invited by Aurelian to aflift 
Mm in his intended expedition againft the Perfians. Taci- 
tus immediately left Rome, and, arriving in Thrace, where 
he was received by the army with the greateft demonstra- 
tions of joy, parted from thence into Ana, defeated the Bar* 



Tacit. Vit. p. *32. 



w Idem ibid. 



barians 



Digitized by Google 



The Roman Hiftory. 29 

barians, and obliged them to return to their own country 
In the following year the emperor entered upon his fecond 
confulihip, having iEmilianus for his colleague ; and, after 
patting the winter in Cilicia, was preparing to return to 
Italy, when he was, according to fome writers, feized with 
a violent diftemper, which, in a few days, put an end to 
his life ; but, according to others, he was killed by his own 
foldiers. He died at Tarfus in Cilicia, or, as others write, Yr. of Fl. 
at Tiana in Cappadocia, after a reign of only fix months. 2614.. 
Upon his death, his brother Florianus, whom he had ap- 
pointed captain of the guards, caufed himfelf to be pro- ' ' 1Q> ** 
claimed emperor, and was acknowleged in all the pro- jj^ t j eaf ^ 
vinces of Europe and Africa ; but the legions quartered in Florianus 
Syria, Phoenicia, Paleftine, and Egypt, declared for Pro- affumesthe 
bus, whom Tacitus had appointed commander of all the 'fP^'i 
forces in the Eaft. This competition kindled a civil war ^aT* 
in the bowels of the empire, while the Barbarians were his ovm 
ready to invade it on all fides. Florianus gained at firft men. 
fome advantages over his competitor ; but as the troops 
under his command were more attached to Probus than to 
him, they mutinied. At the approach of Probus, who was 
refolved to put the whole to the iflue of a general engage- 
ment, they fell upon their own leader, cut him in pieces, 
after he had reigned about two months, and joined Probus, 
in the neighbourhood of Tarfus in Cilicia. 

The death of Florianus was no fooner known in Europe Probus 
and Africa, than the armies unanimoufly proclaimed Pro- proclaimed 
bus emperor, and the fenate readily confirmed their election, * m P*r* r * 
honouring the new emperor with the titles of Auguftus, 
Father of his Country, and High Pontiff 5 and veiling him 
with the tribunitial and proconfular power ; for they all 
entertained a great opinion of his juftice, equity, and mo- 
deration 5 and looked upon him as a perfon in every refpeft 
qualified for the difcharge of fo great a truft : and indeed, 
if Vopifcus is to be credited, he was one of the beft and 
greateft princes that ever fwaycd a fceptre. That writer 
prefers him to Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus, Alexander, 
Claudius, and to Auguftus himfelf. He was an excel- uis cha- 
lent commander, an able ftatefman, a friend to virtue, an r after. 
enemy to vice, generous, affable, good-natured, and, in 
Ihort, endowed with every good quality commendable in a 
prince 0 . He was a native of Sirmium in Pannonia. His ExtraSim 
father, Maximus, was, in his youth, a gardener ; but after- and pre* 
wards, lifting himfelf among the troops, he was raifed to f*™****** 
the poft of tribune, and married a woman of rank, by 

» Zonar. p. 240. Zof. p. 266. 9 Prob. Vit. p. 233, 234. 741. 
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whom he had one fon, the prefent emperor, and a daughter, 
of whom we find no farther mention in hiftory. Probus 
entered into the army when very young ; and having dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf on many occafions under Valerian, Gal- 
lienus, Claudius, and Aurelian, he was, by thefe princes, 
raifed to the higheft polls, and employed, always with fuc- 
cefs, in the many wars which they waged with the Barba- 
rians. He was about forty-four years old, according to the 
chronicle of Alexandria, when preferred to the empire. 
His election was no fooner confirmed by the fenate, than 
he left Cilicia, and returned to Europe. 

He paffed the winter in Pannonia, and having taken 
upon him his firft confulflrip, and named M. Aurelius Pau- 
linus for his colleague, he fet out in the fpring for Gaul, 
where the Franks and other German nations had com- 
Ht Mi' mitted dreadful ravages. He is faid to have fought in that 
fr"^** province many fuccefsful battles, to have killed near four 
Barbari* hundred thoufand of the Barbarians, and to have obliged 
ans, and the reft to relinquifh the booty they had taken, and fave 
reduces themfelves by flight beyond the Rhine. Having reftored 
great part Gaul to its former tranquillity, he puffed the Rhine at the 
head of his victorious army, and made war upon the enemy 
in their own country, with greater fuccefs than ever at- 
tended any of his predeceflbrs (G). 

Early 

(G) This appears from the which they had taken, and de- 
account which he himfelf tranf- livered Gaul from the yoke 
mitted to the fenate in the fol- under which it groaned. The 
lowing letter: " I return thanks crowns of gold, with which the 
to the immortal gods, confcript cities of Gaul have prefented 
fathers, who have given mani-* me, I have tranfmitted to you, 
felt tokens of their approving to be confecrated, and, by your 
your choice in raifmg ine to the hands, offered to the great Ju- 
empire. Germany, that wide piter, and to the other gods and 
and ex ten five country, is en- goddefles. We have not only 
tircly fubducd Nine kings of recovered the booty which they 
different nations have thrown had taken, but enriched our- 
themfelves proOrate at my feet, felves with their fpoils. The 
or rather your's. Ail the Bar- fields of Gaul are ploughed with 
barians now plough and fow the cattle of the Barbarians ; 
for you, and even fight for you. their (beep are inclofed w our 
Return, therefore, thanks to the folds; and our magazines are 
gods lor fo (ignal a conquer}, filled with their corn : in fhort, 
Four hundred thoufand of the we have left them nothing but 
enemy have been deflroyed ; the bare foil. I have had fome 
fix teen thoufand have been in- thoughts of reducing Germany 
corporated in our troops. We to a Roman province ; but the 
have recovered fix ty great cities republic, exhaufted with fo ma- 
ny 
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Early in the fpring the emperor fet out for Gaul, and 
bending his march thrbugh Rhaetia, arrived in Ulyricum, 
whence the Sarmatians, who had invaded that province, 
withdrew, upon the the news of his approach, and aban- 
doned their booty. From Illyricum he purfued his march 
into Thrace, where he received deputies from all the Go- TJu Goths 
thic nations, fent by their refpe&ive ftates and princes to futfor 
court hi3 friendfhip p. Having thus fettled peace and tran- 
quility in all the provinces of Europe, he pafled over into 
Afia, and entered Ifauria, which had revolted from Rome. 
After many dangerous conflicts with the Ifaurian robbers, 
and Palfurius their leader, whom he took, and put to death, 
he entirely reduced that country, tranfplanted the inhabi- lfauri* re- 
tains into diftant provinces, and divided Ifauria among his duad, 
veterans, upon condition that they fhould fend their ions, 
as foon as they attained the age of eighteen, to ferve in the 
army, left, trufting to their rocks and mountains, they 
ihould follow the example of the ancient inhabitants, and 
turn free-booters. 

From Ifauria the emperor marched into Syria, where he 
entered upon his third confuHhip, having Paternus for his 
colleague ; and, in the fpring, led his army again ft the 
Blemyes, a barbarous nation, dwelling between Egypt and 
Ethiopia, who had made themfelves mafters of Coptos and 
Ptolemais in Thebais, and ftruck terror into the neighbour- 
ing countries. Probus defeated them with great flaughter, Thi BU. 
recovered the above-mentioned cities, and fent a great «7« A- 
number of the Barbarians prifoners to Rome, where their f tatid * 
extraordinary figure, fays Vopifcus, raifed great admiration 
in the Roman people (H). The king of Perfia, Varranes II. Tht Per* 
alarmed at the victories gained by Probus over fo fierce and fi***f** 
warlike a nation, fent ambaftadors, with rich prefents, to f or ^ iact * 
fue for peace ; but the emperor, not fatisfied with their 
propofals, refufed the prefents, and fent back the deputies; 
a repulfe which fo terrified the king, that he concluded a 
peace with Probus upon his own terms. The eaftern pro- 

- 

p Prob. Vit. p. 239. 

ny wan, is not perhaps at pre- many years before, as a people 

fent in a condition to maintain without heads, and having their 

the additional troops which mouths and eyes in their breaits 

m u ft be raifed for that pur pofe (2). Some writers fuppofe, 

(1)." that the (hortnefsof their necks 

(H) Pliny had defcribed them gave rife to this fable. 

(1) Prob. Vit. p. 239. (2) Plin. lib. v. cap. 8. 
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vinces being (bus fettled in peace, the emperor returned to 
Thrace, where he allotted lands to one hundred thoufand 
Baftarnae, a Scythian nation, of whom we fhall have fre- 
quent occafion to fpeak hereafter. They all remained faith- 
ful to him; but the Gepidae, Juthungi, and Vandals, on 
whom he beftowed lands in the fame province, rebelled, 
while he was engaged in domeftic wars the following year. 
frobus From Thrace the emperor returned to Rome, triumphed 
triumphs, over the Germans and Blemyes q , and entertained the peo- 
ple, for feveral days together, with all forts of (hews, com- 
bats, and diversions. 

No foreign nation daring to attempt an invafion, peace 
reigned throughout the whole empire ; but this general 
tranquility was foon difturbed by domeftic broils, which 
Vr. of Fl. firft kroke out in the Eaft, where Sext. Julius Saturninus, 
»7i8. as he is ftyled on the ancient coins, was proclaimed empe- 
A. D. *8o. for. He was, according to fome, a native of Mauritania, 
u * c - l0a8 - according to others, of Gaul, and had diftinguifhed himfelf 

Satuminus * n manv wars » *° r ne * s t0 nave re ftored tranquility to 
revolts. Gaul, to have recovered Africa from the Moors, and ap- 
peafed the diftutbances that had long prevailed in Spain r . 
The emperor Aufelian had appointed him commander of 
the troops quartered on the frontiers of the eaftern pro- 
vinces, and at the fame time ordered him never to fet foot 
in Egypt, fearing, fays Vopifcus, as he was well acquainted 
with the ambitious temper of the Gauls, and the ftrong in- 
clination of the Egyptiants to novelty, that he might be 
ffmpted to aflume the fovereignty. Notwithstanding this 
prohibition, Saturninus being led by curiofity to vifit Egypt, 
he no fooner appeared at Alexandria, than he was, by that 
turbulent and reftlefs people, proclaimed emperor. He at 
fit ft declined that dignity, and, quitting Alexandria, re- 
turned to Paleftine; but afterwards apprehending, that 
what had already happened might exafperate Probus, and 
occafion his ruin, he fuffered himfelf to be proclaimed em- 
peror, lhcdding many tears amidft the acclamations of the 
foldiery and populace *. Zonaras writes, that Probus, who 
had a great efteem for him, not believing he had revolted, 
caufed the perfon to be punHhed, who brought him intel- 
ligence of his rebellion. He afterwards wrote feveral kind 
letters to him ; but his foldiers threatening him with death, 
if he complied with the emperor's offers, he was forced to 
reject' them. Probus rinding his remonft ranees ineffectual, 
difpatched fome troops againft him, which, being joined by 

1 Prob. Vit. p. *4o. » Saturn. Vit. p. 244. Zof. P« 6*3- 

Goltz. p. 116. Birag. p. 309. • Sat. Vit. p. 249. 
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dttiers lit the Eafr, engaged StfernrmW, rawed him, and m is wet. 
obliged him to Ihefter himfelf Hi the citadel of Apa mea, come an J 
which they took by florin, ami jKrt the whole gafrifon, to- 
gether wich oatwfliflus, to the fword. The emperor, who 4 
defigned to pardon hrm, expreffed great concetti for hi* 
death *. 

In the fbltowmg year, Meflah and Oral as being confute, Proeulu 
two ofttrpers appeafed in Gaul, namely, Proculns and Bo- revolts. 
nofus. The former was a native of Albingaunum, now 
Albenga, fubjeft to the republic of Genoa. His anceftors* 
had been famous robbers, and had acquired iittmenfe 
wealth ; for Proculus is faid to hate armed two thotifand 
ftaves of his own, when he revolted. In his youth he had 
been himfelf a robber ; but entering afterwards into the 
army, bad fignalfzed himfelf by many gallant exploits. He 
was tribune, and had the command of feveral legions, when 
he aflumed the title of emperor, prompted thereunto chiefly 
by his wife, called firft Viturgia, and afterwards Sarnpfo, 
a woman of great ambition, and mafcoline courage } and 
by the inhabitants of Lions, who had been treated with 
great feverity by Aurelian, and apprehended the like 
ufage frorri Probus. He was proclaimed emperor at Co- 
logne, and acknowleged, according to Vopifcus, in Nar- 
bonne Gaul, Britain, and Spain. The fame writer tellsns, 
that he defeated the Alemanni in feveral battles ; but was 
himfelf at laft Vanquifhed by Probus, and forced to take 
refuge among the Franks, from whom he pretended to de- 
rive his origin. The Franks offered him affiftance ; btrtj // betray/a 
kiftead df performing their promife, betrayed him to the by the 
emperor, by whom he was pumfhed as a traitor. Fraaks, 

Bonofus, or, as he is ftyled in the ancient coins, QJBo- ^JjH* ** 
norms, was defcended of a Spanifli family, but born in 
Britain. His father kept a public fchool, and taught chil- 
dren the firft rudiments of the Latin tongue. The fon en- 
tered early into the army, and raifed himfelf from the rank 
<Jf a common foHier to the poft of general, and was em* 
ployed to guard the frontiers of Rhsetia ; but having futrer- 
ed the Germans to furprife and burn the Roman fleet on the 
Rhine, the dread of being punifhed for this negleft induced * r 7°/S«/i 
hi m to a flume the fovereignly, and caufe himfelf to be pro- emperor, 
ehrtmed emperor by the troops und«r his command. He 
maintained himfelf in that dignity longer than was expeS* Is * I " r * 
ed, and fought feveral battles with Probus ; but, being at c ^* v ^f nt 
length reduced to great diftrefs, he chofe rather to ftrangle hands on 
bimfelf, than to fall into the hands of the conqueror. him/elf. 

* Sat. Vit. p. S45, *47» *49* 

The 
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The whole empire now enjoyed profound tranquility; all 
domeftic troubles were happily appeafed, and foreign ene- 
mies intimidated by the fame of Probus's glorious atchieve- 
JiowPro- ments. However, that the troops might not abandon 
bus tmf.loy- themfelves to idlenefs, he employed them in many ufeful 
edhtsfol works, faying, that fince they were maintained by the 
time of P e °pl e f tn cy ought either to fight or labour for the public. 
ptace ^ s Hannibal therefore, to find fome employment for his 
f foldiers, had formerly filled Africa with olive-trees, fo 

Probus, for his valour ftyled a fecond Hannibal, ordered 
his troops to plant vines on the hills of Gaul, Pannonia, 
and Moefia, allowing, fays Vopifcus, the Gauls, Panno- 
nians, Spaniards, and Britons, liberty to cultivate as many 
vineyards as they pleafed ; a liberty which had been denied 
them ever iince the time of Domitian u . The emperor Ju- 
lian writes, that Probus, during his (hort reign, either re- 
built or repaired feventy cities *. As the city of Sirmium, 
the place of his nativity, Hood in a low marrfiy ground, he 
engaged great numbers of his foldiers in digging a canal to 
convey the waters into the fea. This employment incenfed 
them againft him, and their rage was inflamed by the ap- 
prehenfion they were under of being foon difbanded ; for 
the emperor had faid, that he hoped in a fliort time there 
would be no occafion for foldiers or armies. This profpe£k 
they could not bear ; and therefore in the following year, 
when Probus was conful the fifth time with Vidtorinus, 
they attacked him with great fury, as he was marching 
Ht itmur- from one town in Illyricum to another. The emperor had 
dtrtdby time to retire into an iron tower of an extraordinary height, 

mJf£ which he himfelf had bui,t » t0 obfcrvC the foldiers > whilc 
dTtry. ' tne Y were at wor ^- But thither the incenfed multitude pur- 
fued him, and, having eafily ftormed the place, as it was 
defended by the prince alone, difpatched him with many 
wounds, after he had lived fifty, and reigned fix years and 
four months (I). He was, without all doubt, one of the 
belt, as well as greateft princes, that ever reigned *. After 

« Prob. Vit. p. 140. " Jul. Caef. p. 17. x Prob. 

Vit. p. 141. 

(I) The lofs of fo good a juftice. His fucceflbrs honour- 
prince was greatly lamented, ed his memory with all poflible 
not only by the lenate and marks of refpe£t and efteem, 
people of Rome, but by the ranking him among the god*, 
Barbarians themfelves, who and confecrating temples to hi« 
dreaded his valour, and revered name, 
his probity, clemency, and 

his 
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his death, his family withdrew from Rome, and fettled in 
the neighbourhood of Verona (K). 

Upon the death of Probus, Carus, then captain of the Yr. of FI. 
praetorian guards, was, by the unanimous content of the 1630. 
army, raifed to the empire, as a perfon in every refpeft ^ P 
qualified to fucceed fo good a prince, and fo great a war- * IQ 3°* 
rior. The fe nate were fatisfied with the ele£Hon of Carus; Carus pro- 
but, dreading the vicious and cruel temper of his fon Cari- clamtd 
nus, were unwilling to confirm the choice of the foldiery. etnptrQr. 
However, apprehending the power of the army, and defir- 
ous to maintain the peace and tranquility eftabliflied by 
Probus, they at laft acknowleged Carus, and conferred up- 
on him the ufual titles and honours Of his family and 
anceftors we know but very little. Some fay, that he was tXm 
by birth a Roman, but by defctnt an Illyrican ; others, that traaiou 
he was born in Illyricum, but of Carthaginian parents. In a*dprt- 
a journal quoted by Vopifcus, he is ftyled a native of Milan. J' rmi **'* 
The two Victors, Eutropius, and feveral others, aflert he 
was born in Narbonne. The emperor himfelf pretended, 
that his anceftors were originally Romans. Pie raifed him- 
felf, by degrees, to the chief employments in the ftate, both 
civil and military. Probus, after having employed him in 
moft of his expeditions, appointed him captain of the 
guards, in which Ration he gained the affections of the 
foldiers to fuch a degree, that, upon the death of this em- 
peror, they all agreed to raife him to the empire. That 
prince entertained a great opinion of the prudence, juftice, 
and integrity of Carus ; as appears from a letter quoted by 
Vopifcus, which he wrote to the fenate in his behalf, defir- 
ing them to reward his eminent fervices, by erecting an 
equeftrian (latue, and building him a houfe at the public 
charge, for which the emperor himfelf promifed to fupply 
the neceflary quantity of marble. 

y Car. Vit. p. 2+3, 149. 

(K) Under Probus flourilhed Saturninus, when he put on the 
TurdulusGallicanus,who wrote purple, and affumed the title of 
a kind of journal, often quoted emperor (2). Onelimus pub- 
by Vopifcus in his life of Pro- lifted the life of Probus, writ- 
bus, who ftyles the author of it ten, according to Vopifcus, 
a man of honour and finceri- with great exadtnefs (3), and 
ty (1). He likewife cites M. likewife that of the emperor 
Salvidienus, from whom he Carus (4). 
copied the fpeech made by 

(1) Prob. Vit. p. (*) Saturn. Vit. p. 145. (3) Bonof. 

Vit. p. 246. & Car. Vit. p. * 50. (4) Idem ibid. 

Carus 
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He creates Carus was no fooner fettled 10 the empire, ithan he be* 
A/j /wa flowed the title of Csefar on his two fons Carinas and Nor 
jbns c*- merianas, of whom the former was a youth abandoned to 
J ' all mariner .of wickedness, and the latter endowed with every 
good quality requifite in a prince. Some writers pretend, 
that at the fame time he declared them his partners in the 
empire, giving them equal power and authority with him#» 
{elf ; but on the medals of the year 282, the firitof Cams'? 
reign, his two fons are only ftyled Cajfars *. The Sarma- 
tians were no fooner informed of the death of Probus than 
tbeybnrfl; into Illyricum and Tbraee, over-ran thofc coun- 
Defeats the tries, and threatened Italy itfelf. In confequence of this 
Sarma- invafioo, Carus, drawing together his forces, marched 
toasts, againft the JJarbarians ; and coming to a general engage- 
ment, cut fix teen thoufand of them in pieces, took twenty 
thoufand prisoners, and obliged the reft to abandon the 
Roman dominions, and retire mto their own country. Thi- 
ther he would have purfued them, had he not been apprifed, 
that the Perfians were ready to invade the eaftern provinces 
with a numerous army, under the conduct of their king 
Varranes II. a warlike prince, who had lately fignalized 
himfelf againft the Segetani, and entirely reduced that brave 
and powerful people. Upon this intelligence, Carus com- 
mitting the care of the weftern provinces to his eldeil fon 
Car i mis, and taking with him Numerianus, left Thrace, 
and, crofting over into Ada, marched immediately to An- 
tioch, and thence into Mefopotamia ; which the reriians* 
who, it feems, had already feized that province, abandoned 
Cains at his approach. From Mefopotamia he advanced into Per- 
great ad- fi a ; laid wafte the country to a great extent ; and, mect- 
vantages j n g w \ tn no oppofition, as the Perfians were then engaged 

*?erjians t m a c ' v ** wdr > ^ e De fi e g ed ana< to °k trj e famous cities of Se- 
a»d takes leucia and Ctcfiphon, with Coche, which was a place of 
Scientist great ftrengthon the other fide the Tigris, and, as it were, 
andCttfi- t h e c itadel of Ctefiphon *. For thefe conquefts he aflumed 
* hQn ' the furname of Perficus, which we read on moft of his 
coins b . He was determined upon utterly ruining the Per- 
fian monarchy, and would, in all likelihood, have fucceed- 
ed in that great defign, the Perfians being then divided 
His death, among themfelves, had he not been prevented by death, 
which overtook him in the neighbourhood of Ctefiphon, 
while he was preparing to purfue his conquefts beyond that 
city ; contrary to the injunction of an ancient oracle. He 
reigned, according to the moft probable opinion, a year, 

* Bvrag. p. 446. a Car. Vit. p. 250. Greg. Naz. Orat. iv. 

cap. 5. b Spanh. lit?, v. p, 419. 

and 
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and four months. He was conful when he died, and had 
his fon Carinus for his colleague in that dignity. 

Upon the death of Carus, Numerianus was immediately Numtria- 
faluted by the whole army with the title of emperor. As to *J"., 
his other fon, Carinus, he was then in Gaul, and had been 
raifed by his father to the fovereignty before he engaged in 
the Perfian war. Numerianus, grieved beyond expreflion 
for the death of his father, broke up his camp, and began 
to retire. As his eyes, weakened by the great quantity of 
tears he had ihed, could not bear the light, he caufed him- 
felf to be carried in a clofe litter. Arrius Aper, his father- 
in-law, and captain of the guards, who had free accefs to 
him, took that opportunity to murder him privately, with He it ., 
a defign to raife himfelf to the empire. The body of the dered, 
deceafed prince he left in the litter, telling the foldiers, who 
wanted to fee their emperor, that he could not endure the 
air, and endeavouring in the mean time to gain them over 
to his own intereft. The dead body was thus carried three 
days ; but as it began to be offenfive to the fmell, the crime 
was discovered fooner than Aper expected, and he was im- 
mediately feized, no one doubting but he was the author of 
the murder. 

Upon the death of Numerianus, the army with one voice Yr. of FL 
proclaimed Dioclefian emperor. Such was the unhappy end 2632. 
of Numerianus after he had reigned about eight months. £'J?" 
He was killed near Heraclea in Thrace. All the ancients 1Q **' 
fpeak of him as a prince endowed with every good quality Di oe ^/[ a$t 
becoming a perfon of his rank (L). ra'iftdf 

Dioclefian was defcended of a mean and obfcure family empire. 
in Dalmatia, being, according to fome, the fon of a notary; R) 
and of a Have, according to others. Victor the younger f™£f H ™ m 
relates, that he was himfelf, in his youth, Have to a fenator, & Ct * 
named Anulinus, who afterwards gave him his liberty c . 
The name, both of his mother, and the place of his birth, 
was Dioclea ; whence he was called Diocles, till his accef- 
fion to the empire, when he gave his name a Latin found 

c Vidr. Epit. p. 541. 

(L) He was an excellent ora- far, the mod eloquent orator of 

tor, and is laid to have once fent his age." In poetry he far 

fuch an eloquent fpeech to the furpaffed all the writers of his 

fenate, that a ftatue was decreed time, and left feveral pieces, 

him, to be erected in the Ul- both in verfe and profe, which 

pian library, with this infcrip- were highly extolled by the 

tion, " To Numerianus Cae- learned (1). 

(1) Nunurtan. Vit p. »5t« 

and 
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and termination, calling himfelf Dioclefianus. He entered 
early into the army, and raifed himfelf to the firft military 
employments (M). Dioclefian ferved with great credit un- 
der Probus, who preferred him to the command of the 
troops quartered in Mcefia d . He attended Carus in his ex- 
pedition againft the Pcrfians, and diftinguiftied himfelf in 
that war. Syncellus tells us, that he was raifed by that 
prince to the confulfhip e . He had, at the time of Nume- 
rianus's death, the command of the guards that attended 
the emperor's perfon, and were fuperior in rank to the prae- 
torian guards, as we have obferved above. He was a great 
matter of civil affairs, ready at forefeeing events, dextrous 
at concerting fchemes, naturally inclined to violent mea- 
fures, but at the fame time mafter of his temper ; an ene- 
my to all ufelefs expence, and a great encourager of learn- 
ing, though from his youth he had been brought up in the 
camp, and had never applied himfelf to any ftudy but that 
of the military art, in the knowlege of which he was equal 
to the famous commanders of ancient times f . He was, 
according to Eutropius, naturally covetous, and determin- 
ed upon amafling riches by any means whatever *. By his 
wife Prifia he had a daughter, named Galeria Valeria, who 
was married to Maxtminus Galerius; but proved barren h . 

Dioclefian, being, by the unanimous confent of the ar- 
my, proclaimed emperor, afcended the tribunal; and, af- 
ter having harangued the foldiers, and folemnly declared, 
upon oath, that he had not been acceflbry or privy to the 
death of Numerianu9, he caufed Aper to be feized, re- 
proached him in bitter terms with the murder of his prince 
and fon-in-law, and then, defcending from the tribunal, 
drew his fword, and buried it in his breaft, faying, ** You 
{hall have the honour, Aper, to fall by an illuftrious hand." 
The new emperor would not have begun his reign with an 
a&ion that favoured of cruelty, had it not been to fulfil 

<* Zonar. torn. ii. p. 243. e Syncel. p. 387. f Prob. 

Vit. p. »4i. Macrin. Vit. p. 96. Carin. Vit. p. 151. g Eutrop. 
p. 586. i» Birag. p. 444. 

(M) We are told, that, while (replied the Druid), but I tell 

he yet ferved in an inferior poft, you in good earneft, that you 

a Druid woman, in whofe houfe will attain the empire after you 

he lodged, upbraided him with have killed a boar." This is 

covetoufnefs, he anfwered her fuppofed to have happened in 

in jelr, " I fliall be more ge- the city of Tongres, in the 

herous when I am emperor." prefent bifhoprickof Liege (2). 
44 You are joking, Diodes, 

(*) Car. Vit. p. 251. 

the 
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the prophecy of the Druid, the word aper fignifying in the -. 
Latin tongue a boar \ whence, in feeing Aper fall, he cried 
out, w I have at length killed the fatal boar." Dioclefian 
was proclaimed emperor at Chalcedon, on the feventeenth 
of September, of the year 284, which epoch is the more 
remarkable, as it is the beginning of a new sera, called, The *ra of 
the sera of Dioclefian, and fometimes, the aera of martyrs, Dwcbjian* 
which for many ages obtained in the church, and is ftill in 
ufe amongft theCophts in Egypt, the Abyflinians, and fome 
other African nations. The firft year of this sera begins 
with the Egyptian year, on the twenty-ninth of Auguft 284 K 
Dioclefian made his public entry into Nicomedia on the 
twenty-feventh of September, of this year ; and employed 
the remaining months in making the neceflary prep?.rations 
to oppofe Carinus, who, hearing of his brother's death, and 
the afiumption of Dioclefian, had left Gaul, and was march- 
ing, at the head of a powerful army, into Illyricum. The 
following year Carinus entered on his third confulftiip, 
having Ariftobulus, his captain of the guards, for his col- 
league ; and, arriving in Venetia, overcame and flew Ju- 
lianus, governor of that province, who had caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor. Elated with this victory, he 
advanced into Illyricum, where he fought feveral battles 
with Dioclefian, whom he entirely defeated in a general 
engagement near Margum, a city on the Danube in Upper The death 
Mcefia; but while he was purluing the enemy, he was ofCariaus. 
killed by fome of his own men, excited again ft him by a 
tribune, whofe wife he had debauched, ouch is the ac- 
count given by Aurelius Victor : but Eutropius aflerts, that 
he was betrayed by his own army, and killed by Diocle- 
fian k . Be that as it will, Dioclefian, finding himfelf, by 
the death of his rival, fole mafter of the empire, marched 
to Rome ; and, having eftablimed his authority there, vi- 
fited Germany, where he gained feveral advantages over 
the Alemanni, who had made an irruption into Gaul. The 
fame year his generals fought with luccefs againft the inha- 
bitants of Britain, who, it feems, had attempted to (hake 
off the yoke. For thefe victories he aflumed the furnames 
of Germanicus and Britannicus. From Germany he re- 
turned through Illyricum into the Eafl ; for he was at Sir- 
mium on the firft day of the following year and at Nico- 
media on the twenty-firft of January. The next confuls 
were Junius Maxim us the fecond time* and Vettius Aqui- 
linus. 

i Eutych. a 585 Aur. Vift. p. 5.4- * Eutrop, p. 585, 

1 Cod. Juftin. lib. vi. Tit. %u leg. 4. p. n*. 

Vol. XIV. £ In 
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DkcltjUn In the courfc of this year Dioclefian took Maximian, ftyl- 
takesMtxi ed on the ancient coins M. Aurelius Valerius Maximianus, 
for his colleague, and partner in the empire. Maximian 



miam for 



iu thTtrn^ was ^° rn °^ °^^ cure parents, in a village near Sirmium in 
pi rg9 Pannonia ; but entering early into the army, had fignalized 
himfelf by many gallant actions, and was efteemed one of 
the beft commanders of his time. All the ancients paint 
him as a man of a mod cruel and favage temper, and ad- 
dicted to all manner of wickcdnefs ; but, at the fame time, 
extol his courage, his experience in military affairs, and his 
inviolable attachment to Dioclefian, with whom he had 
lived many years in great friendlhip. The emperor, there- 
fore, who had no iflue male, and repofed an entire confi- 
dence in Maximian, chofe him for his partner in the em- 
piie, veiled him with the tribunitial and procpnfular power, 
and honoured him with the title of Auguftus (N). Aure- 
lius Victor writes, that Dioclefian was induced to (hare the 
empire with Maximian, chiefly by the difturbances which 
happened this year in Gaul, where two commanders, Aulus 
Pomponius ./Elianus, and Cn. Salvius Amandus, having 
aflembled a great number of vagabonds, robbers, and pea- 
fants, proclaimed themfelves emperors. 
ArtbtVku Maximian, leaving Dioclefian in Nicomedia, haftened 
Tttreff-d * nt °Gaul; an( *> w * tn tae troops quartered in that pro- 
iy Maxi- vmcc > defeated the rebels, and reftored the province to its 
former tranquility" 1 . While Maximian was employed 
againft the rebels in Gaul, Dioclefian was making great 
preparations in the Eaft, in order to recover Mefopotamia 
from the Perfians, who, after the death of Carinus, had 
feized that province. But Varanes II. king of Perfia, chofe 
rather to reftore what he had taken from the Romans, than 
engage in a war which he apprehended would prove long 
and dangerous n . Mention is made of fome advantages 
gained this year by Dioclefian over the Saracens. He was 
the lad day of this year at Tiberias in Paleftine, as appears 
from the date of fome laws in the Code. From Paleftine 
he patted into Pannonia * ; but what called him into that 
province, or what he performed there, we cannot learn. 
Maximian was attacked in Gaul by the Alemanni, the Bur- 
gundians, the Heruli, whom Bucherius places on the coafts 
of the Baltic fea, and by feveral other barbarous nations, 

" Aur. Vie>. p. 5*4. n Panegyr. orat. x. p. 115— 13a. 

• Cod. Juft. lib. v. tit. 4*. leg. 3. p. 487. 

(N) Maximian had by his ufurped the empire at Rome, 
wife Galeria Valeria Eutropia, and Faufta, the wife of Con- 
born in Syria, Maxentius, who ftamine the Great. 

mho 
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who were all fubdued and deftroyed, either by the fword He utterly 
or by famine. Mamertinus, in his panegyric upon this diftatsfe- 
prince, tells us, that of fuch an immcnfe multitude not *" ral G' rm 
one was left alive to carry back the news of their overthrow. JJ£* ** - 

In the fame year Caraufius, a native of Gaul, having, 
by Maximian's orders, built a fleet at Boulogne, gained 
great advantages over the Franks and Saxons, who infefted 
the feas with piracies ; and, in feveral engagements by 
land, made a dreadful havock of the German nations that 
had invaded Celtic Gaul. However, as he applied to his 
own ufe the booty which he had taken from the Barbarians, 
in (lead of returning it to the proprietors, Maximian refolv- 
ed to put him to death : but Caraufius having timely no- Caraufius 
tice of his defign, failed to Britain with the fleet under his molts and 
command ; and taking upon him the title of emperor, was Bri* 
acknowleged by all the troops quartered in that ifland p. tain * 
He afterwards built a great number of veflels, levied new 
forces, called the Barbarians from the continent to his 
afliftance, and by inftru&ing them how to work their (hips, 
and fight by fea, maintained himfelf a long time in poffef- 
fion of the ifland, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of Maximian. 

In the following year Maximian was conful the fecond Vr. of F7. 
time with Januarius. Mamertinus, his panegyrift, relates, *6$6- 
that on the firft day of his confulfhip, news being brought ^'q' a8 !" 
to Treves, that the Barbarians had made an irruption into * 10 ^ 
Gaul, and were but a fmall diftance from that city, he im* Maximian 
mediately quitted his confular robes, put on his armour, defeats the 
and, mounting his horfe, marched againft the enemy, de- Barbarians 
feated them with horrid daughter, and the fame day re- *f eco *d 
entered Treves in triumph Soon after he crofted the Gains greet 
Rhine, and entering Germany, laid wafte the enemy's advantages 
country, took a great number of captives, and returned to over the 
Gaul loaded with booty. Thefe exploits ftruck fuch terror Franis " 
into the Franks, that two of their kings, Atec and Geno- 
haud, fubmitted, befeeching him to confirm them in their 
refpe&ive kingdoms'. Dioclefian likewife entered Ger- 
many this year on the fide of Rhretia, and is faid to have 
extended the hounds of the empire to the fprings of the 
Danube. 

Next year, Baflus being conful the fecond time with 
Quintianus, Claudius Mamertinus pronounced his famous 
panegyric on the emperor Maximian in the city of Treves, 
the emperor himfelf being prefent. As he was then afiemb- 
]ing, on the coaft of Gaul, the ihips which he had caufed 
t o be built in different ports, with a defign to attack Ca- 

p Eutrop. p. 585. Aur. Vi6t. p. 5x4. q Panegyr. p. 115. & 

fcq. r ValeC Rcr. Fraocic. lib. i. p. 11, iu 

£ 2 raufius 
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raufiu3 in Britain, his panegyrift promifes him certain vie* 
tory over that rebel. But it happened quite otherwife ; 
for CarauGus's men, who had been trained to the fea-fer- 
vice, eafily repulfed thofe who had been fent againft them, 
difperfed the emperor's fleet, and drove them on the coaft of 
Gaul, where moft of the veflels were darned in pieces. Maxi- 
mian, to cover the difgrace of this defeat, pretended that 
the fea had not proved favourable to him, and that he only 
put off the war to a more clement feafon. In the mean 
time he negociated a treaty with Caraufius, wherein it was 
concluded, that he mould enjoy the government of Britain, 
as the more proper perfon, on account of his flcill in fea- 
affairs, to defend the ifland againft the invafions of the Bar- 
barians 8 (O). Thus was Britain, by treaty, ceded to Ca- 
raufius, who governed it, with the title of emperor, for the 
fpace of fix or feven years. Our authors maintain, that he 
repaired and fortified the wall of Severus, and gained fome 
advantages over the Barbarians. At this period Diode- 
fian gained a complete victory over the Sarmatians, the 
Vithungae, or rather Juthungae, and the Quadi 1 . Eume- 
nius writes, that the whole nation of the barmatians was 
cut off, and the province of Dacia, which they had feized, 
re-united to the empire. For thefe victories Dioclefian 
aiTumed the furname of Sarmaticus, as appears from feveral 
ancient coins and inferiptions u . 

The next confuls were Dioclefian the fourth time, and 
Maximian the third. The former gained fome confiderable 
advantages over the Saracens this year ; then, leaving the 
eaftem provinces, returned to Illyricum, and from Illyri- 
cum entered Italy by the Alpes Julise, in the depth of win- 
ter. Maximian at the fame time left Gaul, and paflingthe 
Alpes Cottiae, met Dioclefian at Milan, where the two 
emperors held feveral private conferences, and then return- 
ed to their refpeclive armies (for they came attended only 
by a fmall guard) ; but were received in all the cities 
through which they paffed, with the greateft demonftra- 
tions of joy. 

Tiberianus and Dio, the fon, or rather grandfon, as is 
conjectured, of the celebrated hiftorian, being confuls the 
following year, a bloody war raged among the Barbarians, 



* Eutrop. p. 586. Aur. Vi6h p. 515. 
» Birag. p. 4.16. 



1 Paneg. xi. p. 13a, 133. 



(O) This agreement is mark- fhaking hands, with this le- 
ed 011 all Caraufius's coins, gend, Concordia Aug (1). 
which reprefent two emperors 



(i) Norif. de Dioclef. Num. cap. 4, p. 22, 23. 
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both in the North and in Africa. The Goths having van- 
quiflied the Burgundians dwelling on the banks of the Da- 
nube, were refolved upon utterly extirpating that rival na- 
tion ; but the Burgundians were powerfully fupported by 
the Alani, and the Tervingse. Another Gothic nation, en- 
tering into a confederacy with the Taifalx, declared war 
againft the Vandals and the Gapidae. In Africa the Ble- 
myes were engaged in hoftilities with the Ethiopians, and 
the Moors plunged in a civil war. Neither was Perfia ex- 
empt from inteftine difturbances, raifed by Hormifda, who 
revolting from his brother Varranes II. endeavoured to ex- 
pel him the throne, and feize it for himfelf, being fupport- 
ed in his unjuft pretenfions by feveral Perfian lords and 
fome foreign nations w . 

The Barbarians being thus diverted from making inroads 
into the empire, all the provinces fubjec"t, to Rome en- 
joyed profound tranquility, which, however, was but (hort- 
lived, for next year, when Annibalianus and Afclepiodotus 
were confuls, the empire was in great danger of being torn 
in pieces by foreign as well as domeftic enemies. Caraufius empire 
ftill held Britain ; the Perfians, delivered from their domeftic t ^ re ^! e ?!^ 
broils, broke into Mesopotamia, and threatened Syria ; J 1 **'* 
the Quinquegentiani, perhaps fo called becaufe they con- 
fided of five nations, joined in confederacy againft the Ro- 
mans, and over-run Africa ; M. Aurelius Julianus revolted 
in Italy, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor ; the 
fame title was aflumed at Alexandria in Egypt by Achil- 
leus, ftyled on his coins L. Epidius Achilleus x . The two 
emperors, alarmed at the danger which threatened the em- 
pire, refolved to ftrengthen their intereft with the afliftance 
of others, and to name each of them a Caefar, who (hould 
fucceed them in the empire, and jointly defend the Roman 
dominions both againft foreign invaders and domeftic ufur- 
pers. Purfuant to this refolution and agreement Diocletian Thettve 
chofe Maximinus Galerius, and Maximian pitched upon € ™P er *r* 
Conftantius, furnamed Chlorusj who were each, of them c^Sj^ u§ 
veiled with the tribunitial and proconfular power, and ho* 
noured with the titles of Emperor, Father of their Country, 
and High Pontiff, which had hitherto been peculiar to the 
Sovereign y . The two emperors, the better to cement the 
union between them and their Caefars, obliged them to re- 
pudiate their wives, and ally themfelves to the imperial fa- 
milies. Conftantius married Theodora, daughter-in-law to 

w Pancg. ii. p. 131—137. x Aur. Vi£t. epit. p. 5x4. Eutrop. 
f. 585. r Grut. p. 166. Eufeb. lib. viii. cap. 17. p. 315. 
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Maximian j and Galerius cfpoufcd Valeria, the daughter 
of Diocletian. 

Yr. of Fl. After the nomination of the two Csefars, the empire was 
4640. divided into four parts : Diocletian chofe the countries be- 
A. D. 49a. yond the /Egaean fea ; Thrace and Illyricum were allotted 
U.C. 1040. tQ Q a i er i U8 . Italy and Africa, with the adjacent iflands, to 
The empin Maxim-an » and Gaul, Britain, and Spain, with Mauritania 
divided Tingitana, to Con ft and us. 

into four Each of thefe princes governed the provinces that fell to 
parts. his ftiare with abfolute authority ; but the other three paid 
great deference to Diocletian, acknowleging themfelves in- 
debted to him for the power they enjoyed, and revering 
him as their common father. An entire union and concord 
reigned among them, each carefully avoiding to afiume any 
fuperiority over the reft, or to give the leaft motive of jea- 
loufy or umbrage to his colleagues *. From this time the 
empire continued almoft conftantly divided ; but each em- 
peror was con fide red as mafter of the whole. Hence, to 
the laws which any of them enacted, were always pre* 
fixed the names of his colleagues ; and likewife to all the 
The evils requefts and petitions that were pre fen ted to them. As 
attending each of the four fovereigns in fitted upon having as many 
this divi* officers, both civil and military, and the fame number of 
•ft° n ' forces, as had been maintained by the ftate when governed 
only by one emperor, there were more foldiers to pay, than 
people to fupply the neceffaty fums. Hence the taxes and 
imports were increafed beyond meafure, the inhabitants in 
the feveral ptovinces reduced to beggary, and the lands left 
untitled. In proportion as the people grew lefs able to pay 
the heavy taxes, the number of the officers was increafed 
to exact them by force. Thus was the empire greatly 
weakened, and almoft ruined. Italy itfelf, which had hi- 
therto only fupplied the court, and the troops attending it 
with provitions, was obliged to fubmit to the fame tribute 
that was exacted from the other provinces *. 

Galerius, whom Diocletian raifed to the dignity of Cse- 
far, is ftyled on mod of his coins, Caius Galerius Valerius 
Maximianus. He was born in a village near Sardica, the 
metropolis of New Dacia ; his mother Romula having re- 
tired thither from Old Dacia, or Dacia beyond the Danube, 
when that country was over-run by the Carpi. Galerius, 
in honour of his mother, gave afterwards the name of Ro- 
mulianum to the place of his nativity b . As Romula was 

■ 

* Eufeb. lib. viii. cap. 17. p. 315. Vict. p. 5*4. * Aur, 

Vict. p. 51a. * Eutrop. p. 581. 
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a profeflcd enemy to the Chriftians, (he infpired her fon 
with the fame hatred; and this chiefly occafioned the 
bloody perfecution which raged in the latter end of Dio- 
clefian's reign. Galerius was defcended of an obfeure fa- 
mily ; for both he and his filler's fon Maximinus* whom 
he afterwards created Cxfar, are faid to have been in their 
youth cow-herds : whence Galerius was nick-named Ar~ 
mentarius, from the Latin word armentum^ (ignifying a 
drove of cattle* He was a perfon totally illiterate ; but ne- 
verthelefs raifed himfelf, from the mean condition of a 
common foldier, to the chief polls in the army, having 
given fignal proofs of his valour and conduct under the 
emperors Aurelian and Probus * (P). He had no children 
by Valeria, the daughter of DiocleGan ; but a fon, named 
Candidianus, by a concubine, and a daughter by his former 
wife, who was married to Maxentius, the fon of Maxi- 
mian d . Of Conftantius, the other Csefar, we (hall fpeak 
in a more proper place. Galerius was no fooner created 
Caefar, than he marched, with all the troops he could af- 
femble, againfl the Barbarians in the neighbourhood of the 
Danube and Illyricum ; but performed nothing, either in 
this or the three following years, againft the enemies 
of Rome, which hiftorians have judged worth tranf- 
mitting to pofterity. He caufed feveral large forefts to be 
grubbed up in Lower Pannonia, and a lake to be dis- 
charged, into the Danube ; by which means he gained a 
new province, which, from his wife's name, he ftyled Va- 
leria, lying between the Danube and the Draw, and known 
in future ages by the name of Pannonia Secunda e . Maxi- 
mian pafled this year over into Africa ; where he gained 
a complete victory over the Quinquegentiani, and reduced v j MC f t 
Julianus (who had ufurped the title of emperor in Italy, as 
we have hinted above, and afterwards crofled over into 
Africa) to fuch difficulties, that he difpatched himfelf by 
falling on his own fword f . 

Conftantius was no fooner vefted with his new dignity, 
than he haftened into Gaul 5 and arriving at Geflbriacum, 

c Aur. Vi£t. Epit. p. 543. * Lact. Perf.p. 401. 44. 19. 16. 

e Aur. Vift. p. 5«5, 5*6. Baudran- p. 303. f Panegyr. 7, 8. 
p. 93, 105, 10S. 

(P) Laftantius reckons him to cruelty, and a declared enemy 

amongft the worfl emperors, to learning and men of let* 

abandoned to all manner of ters (1). 
wickednefi, naturally inclined 

(1) Lad. Perf. cap. 9. p. 8. 

£ 4 now 
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Conftantius now Boulogne, which was defended by the troops of Ca- 
taktsGeffo- raufius, invefted the place, and blocked up the haven with 
riatum. huge beams driven into the ground at the entrance, and 
heaps of great (tones like a rampart. The garrifon being 
by this mole prevented from returning into Britain, and 
deprived of all hopes of relief, fubmitted to Conftantius, 
and were incorporated among his troops : but the mole, 
which had continued firm for feverai days, was entirely de- 
ftroyed by the firft tide after the furrender of the city. 
Conftantius, not with (landing the reduction of that import* 
ant place, did not yet attempt the recovery of Britain, not 
thinking himfelf furniftied with a fufficient number of {hips 
for fo great an undertaking. In the following year, Dio- 
cletian being conful the fifth time, and Maximian the 
fourth, Caraufius was treacheroufly murdered by Alle&us, 
his bofom-fiiend and prime minifter, who ufurped the 
government, and proclaimed himfelf emperor *. Conftan- 
tius, while his fleet was preparing in the ports on the ocean 
Conflant'tus for the Britifti expedition, cleared Batavia of the Franks, 
th < who had feized on that country ; and tranfplanted them, 

of Batavia w ^ tne * r w * ves anc * children, into other parts of the em- 
aav pire that were deftitute of inhabitants, obliging them to 
till the ground, to pay tribute, and fupply, when required, 
a. certain number of troops h ( QJj. 

% Eutrop. p. 586. h Panegyr. 1. 3. 7, 8. p. 3. 47. 93. 104. 

jo6, 107. 

( Q_) Eumenius, the pane- The temples, baths, and other 

gy rift, tells us, that Conftantius public edifices, nay even moil of 

performed many exploits before the houfes belonging to private 

he attempted the reduction of perfons were, at an immenfe 

Britain ; that he exterminated charge, rebuilt by Conftantius, 

leveral barbarous nations ; ex- who moreover embellifhed the 

tended the limits of the empire, city with magnificent aque- 

reftored many provinces ; piU ducts, fupplied it with plenty of 

laged and bid wafte Germany water, tranfplanted thither the 

trom the Rhine to the Danube ; moft confpicuous families in the 

and took the king of a very other provinces, prevailed upon 

fierce and warlike nation pn- the famous orator Eumenius, 

foner. He reftored to its who was himfelf a native of the 

ancient fplendour the city of place, to take upon him the 

Auguflodunum, now Autun, charge of educating and in- 

which had been almoft ruined ftrucTing their youth, and in 

by Tetricus, for having revolt- ftiort did all that lay in his power 

ed from him, and invited the to raife Autun above all the 

emperor Claudius into Gaul, other cities of Gaul (1). 

(1) Panegyr. 6. 8, 9. p. 85. 112. 114. 

Two 
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Two ftrong caftles were built by Galerius on the Danube, 
in the country of the Sarmatians ; one oppofite Acincum, 
or Aquincum, now Strigonium, or Gran, in Lower Hun- 

fary ; the other facing Bononia, which ftood between the 
)raw and Save, and is at prefent known by the name of 
Bonmoftor. From the date of feveral laws, publiihed this 
and the preceding year, it appears, that Dioclefian fpent 
them both in Illyricum and Thrace, which provinces be- 
longed to Galerius, whom perhaps he was come to affift 
againft the Barbarians on the other fide of the Danube : in 
the fame manner we (hall fee Maximian enter Gaul to de- 
fend that province againft the incurfions of the Barbarians, 
while Conftantius was employed in Britain. The Carpi, 
after having long maintained themfelves in fpite of the ut- 
moft efforts of the Roman emperors, were at length entirely 
reduced by Galerius, and by Dioclefian tranfplanted into 
the territories of the empire, chiefly into Pannonia *. Dio- 
clefian being conful the fixth time, and Conftantius the (Se- 
cond, in the year 296, the latter, after three years prepa- Conftantiut 
rations, undertook at length the reduction of Britain. iwadts 
Having equipped two fleets on different parts of the coaft Britain. 
of Gaul, he gave the command of one to Aiclepiodotus, 
bis praetorian prxfe£t, and failed in perfon with the other 
from Geflbriacum, now Boulogne. Allectus likewife di- 
vided his navy, ftationing one fquadron at the ille of Wight, 
to obferve the motions of Afclepiodotus, whilft he himfelf 
with the other remained upon the coaft of Kent, ready to 
oppofe Conftantius. Both the fleets of Conftantius feemed 
to have failed about the fame time for the coaft of Britain. 
That under Afclepiodotus palling by the fquadron of Al- 
le&us off the Ifle of. Wight in a thick fog which prevented 
their being defcried, landed without oppofition, and their 
commander ordered the ihips to be burnt, that the troops 
might have no refource but their valour. Alle&us was no 
fooner apprifed of his landing than he haftened to the place 
where the danger feemed moft preffing ; fo that Conftan- 
tius landed without oppofition, and was received as a deli- 
verer by the Britons, who had been grievoufly opprefled. 
Mean while Alleclus diftrufting the Roman troops under Allt8*s 
his command, marched with the auxiliaries only againft deftattd 
Afclepiodotus, and hazarding a battle was entirely defeated* **f/s** 
He himfelf was overtaken in his flight, and having quitted 
the imperial ornaments that he might efcape notice, was 
flain before his rank was difcoverea. A body of Franks, 
however, reached London unbroke, in hopes of being able 

* Paneg. 8. p. 105. 107. Jorn. rer. Goth. cap. 16. p. $34. Aur. 
Via. p. 5*5. Euuop. p. 5861. Amraian, lib. xxviii. p. 357. 

to 
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to pillage the city, and retire with their booty by fea : but 
they were anticipated by fome of the (hips 01 Conftantius, 
which had been driven into the Thames by ftrefs of wea- 
ther. The troops on board of thefe fhips not only protect- 
ed the city ; but falling upon the Barbarians, routed them 
Tranquility with great flaughter. Thus were the troubles of Bri- 
§f the pro- ta j n appeafed, and the province reduced to obedience 
ToreY'' a * tcr a re kellion °f ten years. Conftantius, who was a 
*° re * mild and merciful prince, made the nobleft ufe of this vic- 
tory : he ftudied to relieve the people after the long op- 
preflion they had undergone j he ordered reftitution to be 
made to thofe who had been unjuftly deprived of their 
eftates ; law, order, and fecurity were re-ertablilhed ; and 
even the guilty experienced the generofity of the conqueror. 
He publifhed a general amnefty, and peace was reftored 
fart of through every part of the ifland. 

^{Jb^he Conftantius, having fettled affairs in Britain, returned to 
''ranks* Gaul \ and, tranfplanting great numbers of Franks into 
that province, peopled the countries of Amiens, Beauvois, 
Troies, and Langres, which were almoft deftitute of inha- 
bitants, obliging the new-comers to cultivate the lands, to 
Ach'tlkns ine u r ua j tributes, and fupply the Roman armies with 

a^n^Bgypt 3 certam number of troops k . The fame year Diocletian 
rtd*e$d by recovered Egypt from Achilleus, who had caufed himfelf 
biocUfian. to be proclaimed emperor, and held that province for the 
fpace of near fix years 1 . Dioclefian marched againft him 
in perfon, overcame him without much difficulty, and pu- 
Yr. of Fl. nifhed him with death (R). 

*«45- The fucceeding confuls were Maximianus the fifth time, 
A. D. *97- an< | Galerius the fecond. The former, quitting Gaul upon 
u. C. »Q45* t ij C return of Conftantius from Britain, crofted over into 
*Tht Moors Africa, routed the armies of the rebellious Moors, befieged 
fubdued by their caftles and ftrong-holds, drove them from their moun- 
tains and rocks, which they had hitherto deemed impreg- 
nable ; and, having obliged them to lay down their arms, 
and furrender at difcretion, tranfplanted them into other 

k Valef. Rer. Franc lib. i. p. 15. 1 Birag. p. 430* 

(R) Conftantine, the fon of having fided in this war with 

Contfantius, attended Diocle- Achilleus, were utterly ruined 

fian in this war; for Eufebius by Diocletian (2). Eumenius 

tells us, that he faw him as he tells us, that the victories gained 

paffed with the emperor through by Dioclefian in Egypt (truck 

Paiseftine (1). The cities of terror into the Indians and Ethi- 

Coptos and Bufiris in Thebais, opians (3). 

(1) Eufeb. Vit. ConftaiU. lib. i. cap. 19. p. 417. {») Theoph. 
Chrouo^raph. p.4, 6. (3) Paneg. 8. p. 105.. 

coun- 
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countries m . The fame year Narfes, king of Perfia, en- 
vying the glory of Sapor, who had defeated the Roman ar- 
mies, and taken the emperor himfelf prifoner, entered Ar- 
menia at the head of a powerful army; and, having quickly 
reduced that kingdom, advanced into Mefopotamia. Dio- 
cletian, intimidated by the misfortune that had befallen 
the unhappy Valerian, inftead of advancing againft him in 
perfon, withdrew into Egypt, committing the whole ma- 
nagement of that dangerous war to Galerius, whom he or- 
dered to leave Ulyricum immediately, and march into Me- 
fopotamia, to oppofe the attempts of the Perfian monarch. 
Galerius flew to Mefopotamia, and meeting the Peifians 
between Callinicum and Carrhae, engaged their numerous 
army with a fmall body of troops. The battle lafted fome Ca/erius 
hours ; but in the end the Romans, overpowered with num- defeated by 
bers, were forced to give ground, and fave themfelves narfn 
by flight. Galerius hurried to Dioclefian, to give him Jfej 
an account of the difafter, and confult about the moft 
proper meafures to prevent the evil confequen^es that might 
attend it. The emperor, who at his arrival was taking the 
air in the fields, received him with the greateft contempt, 
and fufTered him, attired as he was with the purple, to 
walk one, or, as others write, feveral miles by his chariot °. 
This affront, inftead of difheartening Galerius, infpired him 
with an eager defire of wiping off the difgrace of his late 
defeat. Having therefore, with much difficulty, obtained 
Diocletian's confent to raife another army, he aflembled all 
the troops in Ulyricum and Mcefia ; raifed new levies ; and 
in a fhort time entered Armenia with a contiderable army. 
All authors agree, that Galerius, in this war, performed 
all that could be expected from a brave foldier and expe- 
rienced commander : he even went in perfon, attended 
only by two horfemen, to reconnoitre the enemy, attaining 
the character of a deputy fentby the Roman emperor to the 
Perfian monarch. 

Having thus viewed the enemy's camp and works, he at- Narfes At- 
tacked them fo vigoroufly, and conducted the whole action terfy de- 
with fuch prudence and addrcfs, that only with twenty-five H ate *}? m 
thoufand men he forced their intrenchments, though de- f^ly q£ 
fended by an innumerable multitude, cut above twenty Urius. 
thoufand of them in pieces, took an immenfe booty, and 
an incredible number of prifoners, among whom were the 
king's wives, filters, and children, together with a great 

» Pancg. S. p. 105—108. » Aur. Vi&. p. 515. Jul. Orat. i, 
j>. 31. Amroian. lib. xiv. p. 17. 

many 
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many perfons of the firft rank °. Galcrius treated the prin- 
cefles with great refpeft, and would not fuffer the lead af- 
front to be offered to them ; a circumftance which feemed 
fo furprifing to the Pcrfians, that they owned themfelves as 
much inferior to the Romans in chaftity as in valour. Eu- 
tropius relates, that Licinius, afterwards emperor, figna- 
lized himfelf on this occafion. Narfes, who was prefent 
at this battle, and, according to ZonaraSi wounded in the 
beginning of the engagement, fled with the reft, and took 
Thi Per- fheker in the mod remote deferts of his kingdom ; whence 
Jiaru fue he fent Apharban, one of his chief favourites, to conclude 
for p tact \ a peace with the Romans upon any terms. Apharban, in 
the moft fubmiflive manner, entreated the conqueror not to 
deftroy the Perfian empire, but to ufe his fuccefs with mo- 
deration, which, he faid, would gain him greater reputa- 
tion and fame than the victory itfelf. The conditions of 
the peace he left entirely to him ; and only begged, in his 
matter's name, that, mindful of the generofity which in 
all ages had been peculiar to the Romans, he would add 
to the obligations which he already owed him for treating 
his wives and children with fuch humanity, that of reftor- 
kig them to their former condition. Galerius replied, that 
it ill became the Perfians to expect moderation in others, 
after they had in fuch an infamous manner abufed their 
victory, in treating their illuftrious captive Valerian like 
the meaneft of their flaves, nay, worfe than their beads of 
burden. •* However, as it is beneath a Roman (added he), 
to retaliate fuch indignities, and we are taught to fpare 
thofe who fubmit, and humble fuch as oppofe us, let your 
mafter know, that he may perhaps foon have the pleafure 
of feeing the perfons who are fo dear to him p." 

Galerius, having difmifled the Perfian ambaffador, vi- 
fited Dioclefian, who received him at Nifibis in Mesopota- 
mia with all poflible marks of honour and efteem \ and they 
held feveral conferences on the fubjeft of a pacification. 
We are told, that they might have eafily reduced Perfia to 
a Roman province, but that Dioclefian did not approve of 
it, for reafons which no hiftorian has fpecified Sicorius 
Probus, one of Galerius's fecretaries, was therefore dif- 
patchcd to Narfes, who received him with great demon- 
strations of kindnefs and efteem, and foon after admitted 
him to an audience on the banks of the Afprudis in Media, 
m the prefence only of Apharban and two others. The 

° Eotrop. p. 5S6. Feftus, p. 553. La&. Perfec cap. 9, p. 8. Am- 
mian. lib. xxiii. p. 245. Zonar. p. 244. p Pctr. Patric. Lcgat. 
p. x6. q Aur. Vi£t. p. 5*5. 

terms 
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terms propofed by Probus were, that Narfes fhould cede to which is 
the Romans the five following provinces, Intelene, So- granted 
phene, Arzacene, Carduene, and Zabdicene ; that the Ti- them, upe* 
gris ihould be the boundary between the two empires ; that i ^ ttir ^ d * 
Nifibis ihould be a common emporium to both nations ; prothi'cts 
that the limits of Armenia fhould be extended to the caftle to the Ro- 
ot Zintha, on the confines of Media \ and, laftly, that the mans. 
king of Iberia mould receive his crown from the hands of 
the Roman emperor. Narfes excepted again ft the article 
relating to Nifibis, but complied with the reft. A peace 
was concluded, and the Perfian king's wives and children 
were delivered to that monarch r . This peace proved very 
advantageous to the Romans, and was kept inviolate forty 
years. 

For thefe conquefts Galerius aflumcd the pompous titles 
of Perficus, Armeniacus, Medicus, and Adiabenicus j and 
became fo elated with his victory, that Dioclefian began to Galerius 
take umbrage at his haughty behaviour, imagining, that he elated, 
would not be any longer fatisfied with the bare title of Cae- 
far \ In the following year, Anicius Fauftus being con- ' v ' aor J ¥ 
ful the fecond time with Severus Gallus, Dioclefian built 
feveral forts and caftles on the frontiers of the empire to- 
wards Perfia ; and furrounded with high walls, and ftrong 
towers, the caftle of Cercufium in Mefopotamia, at the 
confluence of the Aboras and the Euphrates The next 
confuls were, Dioclefian the feventh time, and Maximian 
the fixth. This year the Marcomanni and Baftarnae fuf- 
fered a terrible defeat, and great numbers of their captives 
were tranfplanted into the Koman territories u . From fe^ 
veral laws it appears, that Dioclefian was this year, in the 
months of January, February, April, and November, at 
Sirmium, and on the fifth of June at Philippopolis in' 
Thrace. The following year, when Conftantius and Gale- 
rius were confuls the third time, is quite barren of events. 

The next confuls were, Titianus the fecond time, and Yr. of Fl. 
Nepotianus, whom Onuphrius fuppofes to be the father of * 6 49» 
Flavius Popilius Nepotianus, who ufurped the empire fifty ^* ( ?' 3°«- 
years after w . At this period Conftantius gained a remark- * * 1P49 * 
able victory over the Alemanni, who, attacking him by Confiantiut 
furprize, when he had but a fmall body of troops with him, gains a jig- 
forced him to retire, and melter himfelf behind the walls nalmaory 
of Langres. But his army arriving a few hours after he °™ r the , 
had entered the city, he fallied out at the head of a detach- * Uma * Hl ' 

* Petr. Patric. Legat. p. 29. » Eufcb. lib. viii. cap. 17. La£t. 
Perf. cap. 9. p. 9. * Paneg. p. s»i. Grut. p. 166, 167* 

Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 359. » Aur. Viftor, p. Eutrop. 
p. * Onuph. p. %6t. 

men* 
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ment, joined his other forces, and, falling upon the enemy, 
cut fixty thou fa nd of them in pieces x (S). Diocletian was, 
A grtst on the fourth of July, at Antioch in Syria. * When Con- 
dearth in ftantius and Galerius were confuls the fourth time, a great 
^tnlenf ^ carc * t y prevailed in moft provinces of the empire J . Diocle- 
tht empirt. fian, to obviate that evil, fixed the prices of provifion ; but 
the rates being too low, the traders, inftead of expofing to 
fale, concealed their commodities: by which means the 
dearth was converted into a famine, which raged till the 
merchants were allowed to fell their commodities at their 
own prices (T). Dioclefian pafied this year partly in Syria, 
tht tenth an( j p ait ly a t Nicomedia in Bithynia, with Galerius The 

Xtrittutm. next wmter nc am * Galerius fpent at Nicomedia in Bithy- 
* nia, in confutations, not about the means of extending the 
empire, and fecuring it againft the incurfions of the Bar- 
barians, but concerning the moft effectual methods of ut- 
terly extirpating the Chriftian religion, to which Galerius 
had imbibed, from his infancy, an irreconcileable hatred. 
He found means to infpire Dioclefian with the fame ani- 
mofity, which produced a general perfecution (U). 

About 

* Zonar. p. Panegyr. 7. p. 93. 7 La&. Pcrf. cap. 7. 

p, 36s, * Cod. p. 140. 143. 

\ 

1 

(S) Eumenius mentions an- ants of that populous metro- 
other victory gained this year by polis (2). 
Conftantius in the plains of (U) This perfecution began 
Vindonifla, now Vindifch, in on the twenty -third of February 
the canton of Bern, near the of this year 303, the nineteenth 
confluence of the Aar and the of Dioclefian *s reign, and raged 
Rufs(i). The fame writer re- ten whole years with the moft 
cords, that a numerous army, unrelcntyig cruelty, the Chrifti- 
confifting of different German ans being every where, without 
nations, having rendezvoufed in diftin&ion of lex, age, or con - 
an illand in the Rhine, while dition, dragged to execution, 
that river was frozen over, were and tortured with the moft ex- 
by a fudden thaw fhut up there, quifite torments rage, cruelty, 
and obliged to furrender at dif- and hatred, could invent. A 
cretion to the Romans, who few days after the ifluing of 
blocked them up with their the firft edicts againft the 
fleet. Chriftians, a fire broke out in 

(T) Procopius writes, that the palace at Nicomedia, where 
Dioclefian ordered two millions Dioclefian and Galerius refided, 
of hufhels of corn to be yearly and reduced part of it ' to afhes 
diftributed among the inhabit- (3). Eufebius writes, that he 

(1) Panegyr. 7. p. 9*. Baudr. p. 31. (1) Procop. Arcan. Hift. 
cap. »6. p- J 7* (l) La*** cap. 14. p. ia. 

could 
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About this time Eugenius aflumed the title of emperor Eugenius 
in Syria. He commanded five hundred men in Seleucia, proclaimed 
who, being employed in the day-time in cleanfing the har- ' m P tr ° r b? 
bour of that city, and in the night in baking their own * 
bread, refolved to revolt, and proclaim their leader em- ' 
peror. Eugenius at firlt refufed the dignity offered him ; 
but was at length conftrained, through fear, to accept it ; 
for they threatened him with inftant death, if he did not 
fecond their defigns. Being arrayed with a purple robe 
taken from the ftatue of one of the gods, he led his men to 
Ancioch ; which city he reached the fame day in the clofe 
of the evening, and entered without oppofition, as there was 
no garrifon in the place, and the inhabitants were en- 
tirely ignorant of his intentions : but when he began to act 
as emperor, the whole city rofe, and, falling upon the re- 
bels, with fuch arms as chance prefented, killed them all wfo an 
to a man before midnight. Thus the empire of Eugenius all cut im 
began and ended the fame day \ Dioclefian ought rather pi«*u 
to have rewarded than punifhcd the Antiochians ; but on The cruelty 
this occafion he acled with the moll cruel ingratitude, tfDiocU- 
without paying any regard to the ufual forms of law, he ^f n i9 jf' 4 
commanded the chief magiltrates of Antioch and Seleucia am." 
to be publicly executed, under pretence of their being privy 
to the confpiracy b . 

Towards the clofe of the year, Dioclefian and Maximian, Dioclefian 
with their two Caefars, Conftantius and Galerius, returned triumphs, 
to Rome, and enjoyed the honour of a triumph, which the anc * ^ €a<vts 
fenate had long fince decreed, and which their many vie- ^ 9m€ * 
tories and conquefts fully merited. As Dioclefian, both 

a Liban. orat. xiv. p. 399. & orat. xv. p, 410, 41 1. b Idem. ibid. 

could never know how that ac- before it had done any great 

cident happened (4) . Conftan- mifchtef. However, it had the 

tine, who was on the fpot, effect which was intended by 

afcribes it to lightning (5) ; and the author, Galerius : for Dio- 

L,aclantius aflures us, that Ga- clefian, afcribing it to the 

lerius caufed fire to be privately Chriftians, refolved to punifh 

fet to the palace, that he might them with the utmoft feverity ; 

accufe the Chriftians, and by and Galerius, the more to ex- 

that calumny incenfe Dioclefian afperatehim againft them, with- 

flill more againft them. The drew from Nicomedia the fame 

emperor was greatly alarmed by day, pretending that he was 

a fecond fire, which broke out afraid of being burnt alive by 

in the palace fifteen days after thofe incendiaries (6). 
the firft, but was extinguiftied 

(4) Idem. ibid. ( 5) Conft. Orat. ad San£t. Ccetum. (6) Eufeb. 
de Martyr. Palsft. cap. a. p. 3*©. 

in 
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in his triumph, and the fports that followed, {hewed greater 
ceconomy than was pleafing to the 'populace, they took 
thence occafion to rally him with great indecency ; a free- 
dom which he refented, by leaving the city foon after his 
triumph, and reached Ravenna on the nineteenth of De- 
His iUnefs. cember. As the feafon was then both rainy and cold, he 
contracted a lingering diftemper, which in a fliort time fo 
weakened him, that he could neither walk nor (land c . In 
the beginning of the fpring he quitted Ravenna, and pafling 
through Venetia and Illyricum in a litter, arrived at Nico- 
media in the beginning of autumn. As his diftemper en- 
creafed daily, on the thirteenth of December he fwooncd, 
and was believed to have paid the laft debt of mortality. 
However, he recovered his light and voice ; but bis head 
remained fo affetled, that thenceforth he was frequently 
feized with fits, which deprived him of the ufe of his rea- 
fon. As he was not in a condition to appear abroad till the 
firft of March of the following year, many perfons believed 
he was dead 5 but that his death was kept concealed till the 
arrival of Galerius, left the foldiers (hould, in the mean 
time, according to cuftoro, proclaim a new emperor d . To 
diflipate this report, he (hewed himfelf to the people of 
Nicomedia on the firft of March ; but there appeared fuch 
a change in his countenance, that many doubted whether 
it was the fame perfon. Soon after, Galerius arrived, who 
had already threatened Maximian with a civil war, if he 
did not reiign the empire. He now came into Nicomedia, 
to oblige Dioclefian likewife to give up the fovereignty, 
fince he was no longer able to difcharge the functions of 
the imperial dignity. 

As Dioclefian did not yield to the reafonshe alleged, but 
only offered to (hare the empire with him and Conftantius, 
Galerius told him plainly, that, if he did not refign wil- 
lingly, he would force him to abdicate. Dioclefian, inti- 
midated by thefe menaces, and apprifed, that Galerius, who 
had, for fome time, been encreafing his army with new 
levies, was in a condition to make good his threats, yielded 
Galerius at * en g tri ' ^ was agreed, that Dioclefian and Maximian 
obliges Mm ihould renounce the fovereignty ; that Conftantius and Ga- 
to renounce lerius mould, at the fame time, be veiled with it ; and that, 
the empire* topreferve the form of government introduced by Dioclefian, 
two new Caefars mould be appointed. Dioclefian imme- 
diately difpatched an exprefs to Maximian, then at Milan, 
acquainting him with what had pafled at Nicomedia. He 

c Laft. Perfcc. cap. 17, p. 15, Ammian, lib. xvi. p. 131. d Eu- 
feb. lib. viii. cap. 13. 

was 
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Was no lefs unwilling than his colleague, to part with the 
fovereignty ; but neverthelefs> to avoid a civil war, in 
which he wa3 convinced Galerius would prevail) he adopted 
the fame meafures e (W). As two new Cseiars were to be 
chofen, Dioclefian proposed Maxentius, the fon of Maxi- 
mian, and fon-in-law of Galerius, and Conftantine, the fou 
of Conftantius; but Galerius, rejecting them, prevailed 
upon Diocleiian to nominate two others, Severus, whom Maximin 
be had already fent to receive the purple from Maximian, ondSty§- 
and Daia, or Daza, his fitter's fon, to whom he had lately 
given the name of Maximin. They were both g/eatly at- 
tached to Galerius, but neither of them was qualified for 
fuch a high ilation. 

On the firft of May Diocleiian refigned the empire in Yr. of Fl. 
the pre fence of his court, and the army, diverting himfelf * 6 53- 
of the purple, and delivering it to Maximin, whom at the * 3°i* 
fame time he declared Casfar, together with Severus. Dio- '° 5? * 
clefian, before he refigned the purple, made an harangue to o lDC uji an 
the foldiers, telling them, that, his infirmities obliging him and MaxU 
to retire, he yielded the empire to Conftantius and Gale- 
rius, who were more able, and better qualified, than he, to *mpin. 
difcharge fo difficult a truft. When the ceremony was 
over, Diocleiian patted through Nicomedia with a frnall re- 
tinue, and, retiring to Dalmatia, his native country, chofe 
the city of Salona for the place of his reOdence f . The 
fame day Maximian, quitting the purple at Milan, con- 
figned it to Severus, declared Conftantius and Galerius em- 
perors, and then retired to Lucania, where we fhall foon 
fee him railing dift urban ces, with a defign to refume the 
dignity which he had been forced to renounce. 

e La&. Perfec. cap. 17. p. 15. &cap. 18. p. 16. 'Ibid. cap. if. 
p. 16, 17. Vicl. Epit. p. 543. 

(W) Such is the account count of the fits to which he 

which La&antius gives us of was fubjeft, refigned of his own 

the refignation of Maximian accord; and the panegyrifts, 

and Diocletian ; but this author who wrote at that time, mention 

is apt to put the worft con- his refignation as a mining in- 

fl ructions upon every article of fiance of greatnefs, generolity. 

Diocletian's conduct. Conftan- and an utter contempt of all 

tine, who was then at Nico- human grandeur; and aflert, 

media, and lodged in the fjwne that both he and Maximian had 

palace with Dioclefian, affures agreed long before, and even 

us, in a fpeech which he pro- bound themfelves bv a folemn 

nbunced in public, that the oath in the Capitol, to xpfigp 

.emperor, thinking himfelf no the fevercignty (1). 
longer able to govern, on ac- 

(i)Coa£ant. Orst.<ap, *$* 

Vol. XIV. F Dioclefian 
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Diocletian pafled the remainder of his life at a country- 
feat in the neighbourhood of Salona, on the fpot where the 
city of Spalato was afterwards built. The ruins of his pa- 
lace are ftill vifible, and take up two thirds of the town. 
It was, according to Conftantius Porphyrogenitus, a mod 
(lately and magnificent building, and contained four tem- 
ples, one of which is ftill entire, and the cathedral of Spa- 
lato. Dioclefian diverted himfelf, during his retirement, 
with cultivating a garden, often repeating, " Now I live * 
now I fee the beauty of the fun.*' Some time after, when 
Maximian and others prefled him to refume the empire, he 
returned this anfwer ; " I wifh you would but come to Sa- 
lona, that 1 might (hew you the colworts which I have 
planted with my own hands ; I am fure you would never 
more mention the empire to me g (X)." He died, according 
to Aurelius Victor h , foon after the marriage of Licinius, 
which was celebrated in the March of the year 313, after 
having lived about eighty years, and reigned twenty and 
fome months. He was deified with the ufual folemnities 1 , 
probably by Licinius, or Maximin II. for Con ft amine, at 
the time of his death, profefled the Chriftian religion. Li- 
banius writes, that Dioclefian (hewed himfelf in many, but 
not in all things, an excellent prince*'; and the emperor 
Julian commends him for having done many things that 
proved very* ufeful to the public l . He enacted a great 
many excellent laws, and was fo far from countenancing 
informers, that he commanded them to be executed when 
they could not fupport their charge. He would not receive 
the accufation of Thaumafius againft his benefactor Sym- 
machus, in whofe houfe he had been brought up j and con- 
demned another to banifhment for informing againft his 
brother m .. He encouraged and preferred perfons of merit 
and virtue, difcountenanced vice, managed the public mo- 

g Eutrop. p. 587. h Aur. Vict, p- 54.1. * Eutrop. p. 5S6. 
Eufeb. lib. ix. cap. 10. p. 364. k Liban. Orat. xiv. p. 399. 

l Jul. Orat. i. p. it. » Cod. Juft. lib. ix. tit. 1. leg. 17, p. in. 

&Ieg. 12. p Sio. 



(X) He was long honoured in 
his retreat by the princes that 
reigned after him, who revered 
him as their common father, 
fince to him they were indebted 
for their dignity. In his time 
they confecrated the thermae, 
or hot-baths, which he had be** 
gun at Rome, and confulted 



him in all affairs of importance, 
paying great deference to his 
counfels. Laclantius, and o- 
ther Chriftian writers, have re- 
prefented him as cowardly, 
cruel, and rapacious : the Pa- 
gan hiftorians have celebrated 
him as a great, magnificent, 
and good prince* 
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iicy with great frugality, encouraged the worfliip of the 
gods, and was, till feduced by Galerius, rather a friend 
than an enemy to the Chriftians, of whom he had, till the 
year 303, great numbers both in his court and army". 

Pie was greatly addicted to building, and embelliflied His public 
feveral cities of the empire, efpecially Rome, Carthage, Mi- touting*. 
Ian, and Nicomedia, with many (lately edifices (Y). We 
cannot help obferving, before we clofe this chapter, that 
though no reign was more remarkable either for length, or 
variety of great events, than Dioclefian's, yet no prince's 
reign is lefs known 5 a circumftance which would appear 
more furprifing, did we not know that Chriftianity became 
the emperor's religion in the next reign ; and that in all 
probability the Chriftians fupprefled all hiftories and me- 
moirs relating to Dioclefian, whom they hated as their moft 
cruel enemy and persecutor • (Z). 

CHAP. 

* Aur. Via. p. 5 i 5 Laa. Perf> cap, 10. p. 9. • Caufab. not* 
in Spart. p. *oi. 

♦ 

(Y) From the ruins of his this is all we know of him. The 
thermae, or public hot baths, Auguftine writers, Spartian, 
which are ftillvifued and admir- Lampridius, Vulcatius, Capi- 
ed by all travellers, we may rolinus, Pollio, and Vopifcus, 
judge of the grandeur and mag- all lived in the reign of Diocle- 
nificence of that furprifing fa- fian, though fome of them flou- 
brie. Befides the bathing- riflied under his fucceflbrs. JE- 
places, in which three thoufand lius Spartianus wrote firft the 
perfonscouldconveniently bathe lives of all the emperors, from 
at a time, there were many Julius Cxfar to Adrian, and 
other rooms and apartments ; afterwards refolved to add the 
for thebooks which were depolit- lives of all the other emperors 
ed in Trajan's library were con- and Caefars, and to inferibe the 
▼eyed thither(i). The em- whole to Dioclefian, of whofe 
peror ConftantiusII. when he family he feems to have been 
came to Rome in 358, admired a branch (4). Thefe fix writers, 
nothing fo much as Dioclefian's Spartian, Lampridius, . Vulca* 
bath, which feemed rather a tius, Capitolimis, Pollio, and 
province, fays Ammianus,than Vopifcus, are known to the 
a building (2). learned by the name of Hiftoria* 

(Z) Claudius Eufthenius, fe- Auguftae Scriptores, though 
cretary to Dioclefian, wrote the they are in reality rather biogra- 
hiftory of the four princes Dio- phers than hhtorians, and take 
clefian, Maximian, Conflan- more care to inform us of the 
tius, and Galerius (3) ; and good and bad qualities of the 

(1) Eufeb. Chron, p. 144. Prob. Vit. p. ^33. Via. epit p. 515. 
(*) Amraian. lib. xvi. p. 71. (3) Car. Vit. p. 154. (4) Ver. 
Vit. p. 13. 16. 

F z emperors, 
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CHAP. LX. 



The Roman HiJiory 9 from the RefignationofDio- 
clefian % to the Removal of the Imperial Seat to 
ConJlantinople % by Conftantine the Great. 



Yr. of Fl. ¥ J PON the refignation of Dioclcfian and Maximian, the 
KJ tWQ c x f ars> Conftantius and Galerius, were univer- 
U.C. ioc{. acknowlegcd emperors. Of the latter we have fpoken 
* already, and (hall here give a fuccinft account of the birth, 

education, 

emperors, of their birth, edu- more to truth than elegance in 
cation, ftature, mien, and even their narrations (6). Pollio 
their diet and the cloaths they owns his ftyle to have nothing 
wore, than to defcribe their of the dignity of the ancients 
wars, the laws they enacted, (7). But or the many hifta* 
and the great revolutions that rians, fome fay fifty and up- 
happened during their refpcc- wards, who have written on 
tive reigns. Vopifcus, in the the fame fubje&, only the 
opinion of the learned, far ex- above mentioned fix have reach- 
eels the reft, both as to his me- ed us. Tatius, or Statius Cy- 
thodand ftyle; but neverthe- rillus, was contemporary with 
lefs has many imperfections, thefe writers, and tranilated the 
and is not to be compared with lives of feveral emperors out of 
any of the ancient Latin hifto- Greek into Latin. Conftan- 
rians. The other five betray tine perfuaded him to abridge 
great want of judgment in their them, and to join feveral lives 
choice, and of method in di- together in one volume (8). 
getting their materials. Of His work has been long fince 
thefe ux writers Capitolinus is loft. Sotericus, a poet and hif- 
themoft confufed and injudi- torian, flouriflied in the reign 
cious ; whence fome have fuf- of Dioclefian, on whom he 
peeled, that the author of this wrote a panegyric. He was a 
collection had mixed and blend- native of Oafis in Libya, and 
ed together the relations of Ca- much efteemed by the learn- 
pitolinus, Spartian, and fome ed men of his age. He left fe- 
others(5). Their ftyle is vul- veral works, and, among the 
gar and unpoliflied, their ex- reft, the life of Apolloniua 
prelTions uncouth, and fome- Tyaneus (9) ; but only a fm all 
times hardly intelligible. Vo- fragment of what he wrote has 
pi feus obferve9, that Lampri- been conveyed to us by the 
dius and Capitolinus attended fcholiaft of Lycophron (1). 

(5) Vide Caufab. in Spart. p. 13. (5) Prob. Vit.p. 134. 

(7) Trig. Tyran. p. 184. (8) Max. Vit. p. 138. Vofl*. Hift. Lat. 
cap. 7. p. 193. (9) Suid. p. 7S4. (1) Vofl'. Hilt. Grxc. lib. 
ii. cap. 16. p. 246* 

But, 
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education, preferments, and qualities of Conflantius, the CnB*ntint 

father of the great Conftantine, to whom the Chriftian re- awdGale- 

ligion riusac- 

knoivleged 

But, of alt the writers who both by declamation and in tmptrors. 

flourished under Dioclefian, the writing. He was verycommu* 

moil famous was the philofo- nicative to thofe who defired to 

pher Porphyrius, born in the be informed and inftruded, and 

city of Tyre (a). He was dif- kind to his difciples, whom he 

ciple to Longinus, under whom was ready on all occafions to 

he ftudied at Athens the philo- affift to the utraoft of his power, 

fophy of Plato, and made fuch He compofed an infinite num- 

progrefs in learning, that he ber of books on different fub- 

became the honour and orna- jecls, of which the reader will 

ment of that fchool (3). Tho* find a catalogue in the latter 

he was one of the moft danger- part of the difTertation which 

ous and inveterate enemies the Holftenius publifhed on the life 

Chriftian religion ever had, yet and writings of that philofo- 

this has not prevented the Chrif- pher (8). None of his works 

tian writers from doing him juf- have rendered him fo famous as 

tice, and beftowing upon him that which he publifhed againft 

the praifes he defcrved. Eu- the Chriftians, to whom he bore 

febius ranks him among the an irreconcileablc hatred, and 

mod illuftrious men and emi- whofe religion he endeavoured 

nent philofophers that flouriih- to difcredit with theblackeft ca- 

ed at any time (4). Cyrillus lumnies. He read the Scrip- 

of Alexandria extols his know- tures with great attention, not 

lege ; and St. Auftin ftyleshim to feek the truth, but to find 

an extraordinary genius, and arms to impugn it, fays Theo- 

the moft learned among philo- doretfoj* He pretended to 

fophers(5). He was thoroughly have difcovered in the facred 

verfed in every branch of lite- writings a great many contra*- 

rature, excelled all men of his dictions, which were, it feems, 

age in the knowlege of polite the fubjecl of his firft book ; 

learning, arithmetic, geometry, for the whole work was divided 

and mulic (6) ; but fhone chiefly into fifteen ( i ). He found the 

in philofophy, his favourite prophecies of Daniel fo clearly 

fcience and fludy. Authors ob- and evidently fulfilled, that he 

ferve, that whereas other phi- employed great part of his 

lofophers ftudied to conceal their twelfth book in endeavouring 

fennments with an affected ob- to prove that the prophecies 

fcurity, Porphyrius exprefled afcribed to Daniel had been 

himfelf in a manner adapted to publifhed under his name by 

the meaneft capacities (7). He one who lived in the time of 

taught philofophy at Rome, Antiochus, and wrote when the 

(2) Plot. Vit. p. 6. (3) Eufeb. Prepar. Evan. lib. x. cap. j. 

p. 464. Euaap. cap. a. p. 16. (4) Eufeb. ibid. Porphyr. Vit. 

cap. p. 10, 11. (5) Aug. Civ. Dei, cap. 31. p. iso. (6) Eu. 
nap. cap. *. p. 18, 19. (7) Idem ibid. (*) Holften. Vit. 

Porph. cap. 6. (9) Tbeodoret. de Grsec Affect, lib. vii. p. 588. 
(1) Eufeb. lib. vi. cap. 19. p. ai> Porphyr. Vit. cap. 10. p. 8j. , 

F 3 thin^ 
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Bxtraaion liglon is fo highly indebted. Conftantius, ftylcd in the an-* 
andprefer- cient inscriptions Flavius Valerius Conftantius, was the 
of f on 0 £ Eutropius, one of the chief lords of Dardania in 
tiuu" Upper Moefia, by Claudia, the daughter of Crifpus, bro- 
ther to the emperor Claudius?; fo that he was great- 
nephew to that prince. He is generally diftinguimed from 
other emperors of the fame name by the appellation of 
Chlorus, borrowed perhaps from the palenefs of his coun- 
tenance, for fuch is the import of the word in the Greek 
tongue. He was born, according to fome writers % on the 
thirty-firft of March, of what year we know not, being 
only informed, that at the time of his death, which hap- 
pened in 3Q6, he was, or at leaft feemed to be, very old r . 
In his perfon he was well (haped ; and in his afpecx there 
was fomething extremely gracious and pleating '. He was 
not fo well verfed in letters as in the military art, which 
he acquired under two great warriors, Aurelian and Pro- 
bus*. An ancient anonymous writer" relates, that he 
ferved fome time in the guards, was afterwards made tri- 
bune, and at length appointed governor of Dalmatia. He 
fignalized himfelf in war, and gained an important victory 
over the Alemanni in Campis Vindonis, that is, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Windifch, at prefent a fmall village in the 
canton of Bern. He was made governor of Dajmatia by 
Carus,who entertained fome thoughts of creating him Cae- 
far, inftead of his debauched and wicked fon Carinus, 
whom he defigned to depofe w , Dioclefian judging him 
well qualified for the fovereignty, agreed with Maximian to 
create him Csefar, together with Galerius, on the firft of 
March of the year 292, as we have related before. He 
received the purple from Maximian, who by that ceremony 

p Zonar. Vit. Dioclef. p. 243. Ammian. Anonym, p. 471. Spon. 
p. 195. Claud. Vit. not. Salmaf. p. 331. q ^uchcr. dc Cycl. p. 

a.76. r Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap. 18. » Pan eg. v. p. 

ia6. & 9. p. 191. t'Aur. Vi&. p. 5*4. Prob. Vit. p. 441. ■ 
nonym. Ammjano fubjunaus, p. 471. w Car. Vit. p. 235. 

Urings fuppofed to have been enemies. The emperor Con- 

fpretold had already happened ftantine, after he had embraced 

(2). As Porphyrius was a man the Chriftian religion, publiwed 

pf great learning, and much fome fevere edicts, either againft 

cfleemed by tfoe Pagans, many the perfon, of Porphyrius, if he. 

were by his writings diverted was ft ill alive, which is not at 

from embracing the Chriftian all likely, or againft his memory 

religion, which, however, at and his writings, which he cauf. 

length triumphed over this, as ed to be publicly burnt 
it had done overall its other 

(a) Hier, in Dan. p- $*Z» (j) Socrat, lib., i. cap. 9. p r ja. 

adopted 
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adopted him ; and hence he is fometimes called by the 
name of Hercules, which Maximian had aflumed. He 
took precedence of Galerius, though created Csefar at the 
fame time, on account of his more noble extraction 2 . 
Upon his being made Caefar, Gaul, Spain and Britain fell 
to his (hare. 

When he attained the empire, he governed the fame Hi' txttl- 
provinces with fuch juftice, equity, and moderation, as 
gained him the hearts of his people, who confidered him 
rather as their common father than their fovereign. He is 
extolled, not only by Eufobius and La&antius, whofe tefti- 
mony might be fufpected, but by all the Pagan writers, as 
the moil equitable, pious, prudent, humane, and gener- 
ous prince, that ever fwayed a fceptie. He was not feli- 
citous, fays Eutropiusr, about enriching the treafury, but 
pleafed that his people mould enjoy the fruit of their la- 
bour and induftry. He was often heard to fay, it was bet- 
ter the wealth of a country mould circulate among the 
people, than be locked up in the coffers of the prince. For 
fear of opprefling his people he was extremely fparing in 
his diet, furniture, equipage, and retinue. "When he en- 
tertained his friends, and the officers of his court, he was 
obliged to borrow plate for the ufe of his table. What Eu- 
tropius aflerts is confirmed by Eufebius, who relates the 
following remarkable ftory, palling over in file nee, fays he, 
many others no lefs fingular, but generally known : as the An inflann 
moderation and mildnefs with which Conftantius governed, jfiV a f~ 
were much applauded, and it was generally faid that the jJfJjJJIJf 
treafury was exhaufted, being unwilling to tax his people, j* him. 
Dioclefian fent perfons to reproach him with his neglect 
of the public, and the poverty to which he was reduced by 
his lenity. Conftantius heard thefe reproaches with pa- 
tience; and having perfuaded thofe who made them in 
Dioclefian's name, to ftay a few days with him, he appriz- 
ed the moft wealthy perfons in the provinces that he want- 
ed money, and that they had now an opportunity of {hew- 
ing whether they truly loved their prince. Upon this no- 
tice every one drove who mould be foremoft in carrying to 
the treafury their gold, filver, and valuable effects ; fo that 
in a (hort time Conftantius, from the pooreft, became by 
far the moft wealthy of all the four princes. He then in- 
vited the deputies of Dioclefian to viHt his treafury, defiring 
them to make a faithful report to their mafler of the ftate 
$n which theyfliouW find it. They obeyed 5 and while 

« {jftant. Perfec. cap. to. p. 18. rEutrop. p. jS;. 

F + they 
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they ftool gazing on the heaps of gold and fiVver, Conftan- 
tius toM them, that the wealth which they beheld with 
aftoniftiment, had long fince belonged to him ; but he had 
left it m the hands of his people ; adding, «* That the 
richeft and fureft treafure of the prince was the love of his 5 
fubje&s." The deputies were no fooner difmiffed, than 
the generous prince fent for thofe who had aflifted him in 
this exigency, commended their zeal, and returned to 
every one what they had fo readily brought into his treafury z m 
When Dioclefian, in the year 303, at the inftigation of 
Galerios, began to perfecute the church, he fent his edi&s 
to Maximian and Conftantius, injoining them both to fee 
them put in execution in their refpe£Hve provinces. Ma- 
ximian obeyed with great eagernefs and joy ; and Conftan- 
tius, that he might not feem to oppofe his colleagues, fuf- 
feretf fome churches to be pulled down ; but was fo far 
from encouraging any other violence, that, on the contrary, 
He favours be preferved the Chriftians, in his provinces, exempt from 
the Ckri- all the evils which they fuffered in thofe of the others ; in- 
ftians. fbmuch that they enjoyed under him profound tranquility, 
and entire liberty of conference*. Though he countenanced 
and honoured the Chriftians, yet he himfelf never embraced 
the true religion ; at leaft we are no-wherc told, that he 
His ijfut. did. By his firft wife, Helena, he had but one child, Con- 
ftantine, furnamed the Great, of whom, as well as of his 
mother, we fhall fpeak hereafter. He was obliged to di- 
vorce her, and marry Flavia Maximiana Theodora, daughter 
to the wife of Maximian, by a former hufband. He had 
by this raft, three fons, Dalmatius, or Dematius, Julius 
Conftantius, and a third, called by fome Annibalianus, and 
by others Conftantine ; and as many daughters, Conftantia, 
Anaftafia, • and Eutropia b . 

Before we proceed to the hiftory of the reign of Con- 
ftantius, it will be necefTary to give the reader a fuccincr. 
The birth, account of the birth, education, and extraordinary qualities, 
education, of his fon Conftantine, whofe actions are infeparably inter- 
and extra- woven with thofe of his father. Conftantine, ftyled in the 
"ualtiies if anc * cnt 'nfcriptions, C. Flavius Valerius Aurclius Claudius 
Vis fon Con- £onftantinus c , was born on the twenty feventh of February, 
fontim, about the year 2745 for, at his death, which happened on 

* Euieb. lib. viii. cap. 13, 17, p. 309, 317. & Vit. Conitant. lib. i. 
cap. 13. p. 414. a Eufeb. lib. viii. cap. 13,' 18. p. 309, 317. St Con ft. 
Vit. lib. i. cap. 13, p. 413. Optat. MiJ. lib. i. p. 44. Lacl. cap. 15, 
p. 13. o Aur. Vic>. p. 5x4. Eutrop. p. 586. Ammian. p. 2. 
fcyzan. Jamil p. 44. Goltz. p. 1*5. e Goltz. p. 1*6, 117. 

the 
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the rwenty-fecond of May, in 337, be was about fiaty- 

four^A). 

Conftantius had Conftantine by the celebrated Helena, 
fo much extolled, and not undcferyedly, by ail the Chriftian, 
efpecially the ecclefiaftic writers (B). 

When 

* Buch. Cycl* p. 176. Byzant. Fam. p. sia* La&. p, 411, 41 j. 
Anonym, p. 47 1. 

(A) Julius Firmicua, who, Nicephorus tells ui, that Hele- 
according to the beft-grounded na was the daughter of an inn- 
opinion, wrote in the reign keeper of Drepanum near Ni- 
o? Conftantine, and Cedrenus, comedia in Bithynia, who pro- 
tell us, in exprefs terms, that ftituted her to Conftantius, and 
Conftantine was born in the city that Conftantine was the fruit 
of Naiflus in Dardania, called of this commerce. 

alio Naifus and Nadus, and now Nicephorus was not the oulf 
known by the name oif Niffa. It writer who queftioned the legi- 
is certain, that the father and timacy of Conftantine, and the 
anceftors of Conftantine were chalhty of his mother Helena : 
natives of Dardania; that Con- for Zofimus writes, that (he 
ftantine himfelf frequently re- was not Conftantius's lawful 
fided at Naiflus, as appears from wife (2). The chronicle of 
the many laws which he enacted Alexandria ftyles her fon Con- 
there ; and that he ever (hewed ftantine, in plain terms, a ba- 
himfelf partial to that city, en- ftard child (3). St. Anibrofe 
riching it with many privileges, gives us room to think, that this 
and embelliftiing it with a great was a current report or tradi- 
number of (lately edifices ; tion in his time ; and that he 
whence it is ftyled by Stepha- himfelf did not difbelieve it (4). 
nus, " The birth-place and The fame thing is aflerted in 
work of the emperor Conftan- the Greek text of Eufebius's 
tine { 1)." chronicle, publiftied by Scali- 

(B) Moft modern authors, ger ; and in that of St. Jerom, 
whether natives of this iiland, who has been followed by feve- 
or foreigners, fuppofe her to ral eminent writers of a later 
have been the daughter of Coel- date, namely, by Profper, Caf- 
lus, a Britilh king, and to have fiodorus, Aldhelmus bilhop of 
married Conftantius, who was the Weft Saxons, and the Ve- 
charmcd with her beauty, when nerable Bede, who, fpeaking of 
he firft came into Britain, in the Helena, ftyle her tne concu- 
reign of Aurelian. But this bine of Conftantius. On the 
Opinion is no better grounded other hand, £utropius (5), and 
than the other, importing that both the Victors (6), tell us, 
Conftantine was born in Britain, that Conftantius and Galerius 

(1) Steph- in Naifo. Jul. Fir. Mathef. Kb. r. cap. ult. Cedren. 
Hilt- p. an. (x) Zof. lib. ii. p. 671. (3) Chron. Al. p. 650. 
(4) Amb. Div. 3. p. 1*3. (5) Eutrop. p. $1*. (6) Anr. 

Vict. p. 534. Vift. Epit p. 54a* 

were 
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When Conftantius was created Csefar, and fent into 
Gaul, Dioclefian kept Conftantine as a hoftage, caufed 
him to be educated in the court with great care, and raifed 
him, long before the year 303, to the rank of tribune e . 
Cwfian- He foon appeared capable of any degree of fortune, how- 
tinfs ex- ever elevated. The beauty of his countenance, blended 
ctUmqua- w j t h a certain air of majefty ; the tallnefs of his perfon, ex- 
tremely well (haped and regular ; his life without blame or 
reproach ; his generofity, good-nature, affability, and ob- 
liging behaviour, towards perfons of all ranks, gained him 
the affections both of the people and foldiery to fuch a de- 
gree, that no one knew him, who did not wi(h to fee him 
one day emperor, and was not ready to contribute to his 
preferment f . 

His tou- He (ignalized himfelf in war, and fcrved with great re- 
ragt and putation under Dioclefian and Galerius, againft the Ger- 
vaiour. mans, Goths, Sarmatians, and Perfians. He often fought 
with the enemy hand to hand *, and gave fuch proofs of 
his valour as raifed fome jealoufy in the other princes- All 
. g authors, Pagans as well as Chriftians, agree in extolling, 
lar conti- w * tn trie higheft: encomiums, his fobriety, continence, and 
ntrtee, the abhorrence he mewed from his early youth to unlawful 

e Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap. 11. p. 415. Laft. Pcrf. cap. iS. 
p. 17. f Panegyr 5 p. 115. s Theoph. p. 6. 

were obliged, when created with the title of Augufta, which 

Cacfars, to divorce their former was never given to a concubine* 

wives. Conftantius therefore No writer before the feventh 

had a lawful wife before he century mentions either Hele- 

married Theodora ; and we are na's country or parentage : 

no. where told, that he had any thofe who flouriflied after that 

beljdes her and Helena. The time commonly fuppofe her to 

anonymous author of Conftan- have been a native of this 

tine's life, publiihed by Vale- ifland, and the daughter of a 

lius, writes in exprefs terms, king, whom they call Coelus or 

** that Conftantius divorced He- Coellus. This opinion, ground- 
lena to efpoufe Theodora (7) ed, as we conjecture, upon tra- 

and Eutropius lays, " that Con- dition, or perhaps the authority 

llantine was the fruit of an ob- of fome hiftorian, whofe works 

fcure, but lawful marriage (8). have not reached our times, ob- 

At Naples is ftill extant an in tained pretty early here, and 

fcription, in which Helena is produced the many churches 

ftyled the wife of Conftantius and monuments, which were 

(9). In two others, to be fecn erected throughout Britain to 

in Gruter, Ihe is diftinguiflied her honour. 

(7) Anonym, p. 471, (8) Eutrop, p. 587. (9) Gruter 4 

p. 1086. 

pleafure*, 
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pleafurcs. He married to his firft wife Minervina, whofe pa- 
rentage and condition the ancients pafs over in (Hence ; and 
had by her Crifpus, who mud have been born about the 
year 300 ; for, twenty years after, he fignalized himfelf in 
the wars againft the Franks arid Licinius. DiocleGan, be- 
fore he refigned the empire, had thoughts of appointing 
Conftantine, and Maxentius, the fon of Maximian, Caefars. 
But their election was oppofed by Galerius, who at length 
prevailed upon the emperor to adopt Severus and Maximi- Stverns 
nus, who he knew would be entirely ruled by him, and an * Maxi- 
implicitly obey his orders (C). Matters being thus fettled, XSck 
the empire was divided between Conflantius and Galerius. j^ru 

(C) The former was a native added, not without betraying 
of lllyricum, defcended of an fome concern and reluctance, 
obfeure family, abandoned to 44 I am likewife to name two 
all manner of vice, and in every new Caefars, and thefe are Se- 
refpect unequal to fo important verus and Maximinus." The 
a charge. The latter was born whole afiembly was greatly fur- 
in the fame country, and no prifed to hear thefe two names, 
lefs meanly than the other j for and began to enquire whether 
though he was nephew to Ga- Conftantine had changed his ? 
lerius, being his lifter's fon, Their furprize was doubled, 
yet in his youth he had follow- when they heard Galerius corn- 
ed the fervile calling of a (hep- mand Conftantine to defcend 
herd ; and he proved, after his from the throne on which he 
preferment, no lefs vicious than fat with Dioclefian ; and faw 
his colleague. He was yet a unexpectedly a young Barba- 
youth, and half a Barbarian, rian, who flood behind it, ilep 
unknown to the emperors, and forth and receive the purple at 
entirely unacquainted with ftate- the hands of the emperor. The 
affairs, when Galerius, who had numerous multitude was ilruck 
taken him a little before from with amazement. Every one 
his flocks, recommended him alked, who Maximin was r* 
to Dioclefian for the dignity of whence he came ? for what 
Cxfar. The emperor, terrified demerit Conftantine had been 
by the menaces of Galerius, excluded from an honour, to 
confented, much againft his which he had fo juft a claim ? 
inclination, to the promotion but no one dared to oppofe his 
both of Severus and Maximi- promotion. This tranfaction 
nus; and on the day appointed happened at Nicomedia; and 
for his refignation, after having on the fame day, that is, on the 
declared in a great aflembly, firft of May of the year 30$, 
that he yielded the empire to Maximian refigned the empire 
ponftantius and Galerius, who at Milan to Conftantius, and 
were more capable than he was declared Severus Csefar (1). 
of bearing fo great a weight, 

(1) Lact, Perf. cap. 1?. p. 17. Aur. Vict, p. 5*5. Eufcb. Hb.ix. 

W * To 
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The empire To the fliarc of the former fell Gaul, Italy, Africa, Spain, 
divided be- and Britain ; the latter had Illyricum, Pannonia, Thrace, 
tnuten Con- Macedon, Greece, Afia Minor, Egypt, Judaea, Syria, and 
mdGwfe- a ^ t ^ ie ea ^ ern P rov inces. Conftantius reGgned to Severus, 
rius. * Italy ano * Africa, as Galerius ceded, Syria and Egypt, to his 
nephew Maxim in b . As Severus was indebted to Galerius 
alone for his promotion, that prince expelled he (hould 
obey him even againft Conftantius himfelf However, it 
is certain, that notwithstanding the implacable hatred which 
Galerius bore to the Chriftians, the perfecution ceafed both 
in Italy and the other weftern provinces, foon after Con- 
ftantius was declared emperor k . 

In the mean time, Con Man tine continued at Nicomedia, 
in the heart of the provinces belonging to Galerius, who 
would not, though earneftly entreated by his father Con- 
ftantius, during a dangerous malady, with which he was 
feized, fuffer him to depart ; but pretending a great af- 
GaUrius fe£ion, kept him by way of ho ft age. As the extraordinary 
Juki the qualities of that prince gave the emperor great umbrage, he 
dtjiruflton on ly waited for fome opportunity of deftroying him ; but 
0/ Conjlen. not ' daring, through fear of the foldicry, by whom Con- 
Ihntine was greatly beloved, to make any open attempt, he 
had recourfe to treachery, and expofed him, under various 
ipccious pretences, to many dangers. 

in the following year, Conftantius and Galerius being both 
con fills the fixth time, the latter, finding he could no longer 
detain Conftantine without openly breaking with his col- 
league, fuftered him at length to depart, and figned a war- 
rant for the officers of the poft to fupply him with the nc- 
ceffary-horfes and chariots. This order he delivered in the 
evening ; but at the fame time commanded the prince not 
to make ufe of it till next morning, when he defigned to 
give him his final inftru&ions In the mean time, he dif- 
patched an exprefs to Severus pofitively enjoining him to 
ftop Conftantine, and prevent his arrival in the provinces 
governed by his father. That the exprefs might reach Italy 
before Conftantine, he did not rife that day, contrary to his 
ttfual cuftom, till noon, when he fcnt for Conftantine: 
Conjiantine but he had efcaped the night before, as foon as Galerius 
efcupes had withdrawn ; and travelling with all poflible fpeed, for 
^lenuftoh'u ^ evera ^ ^ a g cs > hamftrung or killed the horfes which he did 
fliher* " not ma ^ c u fe tnat no one might purfue nor ftop him 
while he crofted the provinces of Galerius, and Italy, where 
Severus ruled. This precaution faved him ; for next room- 

* Eutrop. p. 587. Aur. Vidt. p. 5*5. Zof. lib. ii. p. 67*. 1 Lacl. 
Perf.cap. 18— »o. p. 17—19. k Eufeb.de Martyr. Palwftin. 

i Laft. cap. 14. p. »2. Eulcb. Conft. Vit. lib. L cap. *o. 

ing, 
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ihg, Galerius, being informed of his departure, broke into 
a violent rage, and ordered feveral meflengers to purfue him 
with the utmoft expedition ; but he was told, that Conftan- 
tine had difabled all the poft-horfes m . Mean while this 
young prince proceeding to Gaul, found his father at Geflb- 
riacum ready to embark for Britain, in order to make war 
upon the Caledonians and Picts, which lad are now for the 
firft time mentioned as inhabitants of Scotland. Conftan- 
tine attended him in this expedition, againft the Barbari- 
ans, who were defeated and fubdued. 

Conftantius died at York on the twenty-fifth of July 306. The death 
furrounded by his children, and his body was interred with of Coaftan- 
the utmoft pomp and magnificence by his fon Conftantine a . 
After his death, he was ranked among the gods, as ap* 
pears from feveral ancient coins, particularly one of his 
brother-in-law Maxentius 0 . Conftantius bequeathed the He bg- 
empire to his fon Conftantine °, who declared he would queaths th* 
not accept it without the confent of the other princes, empire to 
whom he immediately acquainted with the death and laft c ? n M» m 
will of his father : but the foldiers, by whom he was great- 
ly revered, impatient of delays, proclaimed him emperor 
the fame day on which his father died, and, the firft time 
he appeared in public, faluted him with the title of Auguf- Yr. of FI. 
tus. He afterwards fent his image to the other emperors, ^ ^54» 
adorned, according to cuftom, with the marks of the im- " J* * 
perial dignity. Galerius was long in fufpenfe whether he * 
fhould receive it; and tranfported with fury, he was upon Who is fa- 
the point of condemning both the image, and the meuen- htttd Au- 
ger who brought it, to the flames ; but his friends repre- ^f g U rJ^ 
tenting, that liich an affront would give rife to a civil war, ttr ^' 
in which the foldiery would in all likelihood abandon him, 
and join with Conftantine, he was prevailed upon to fend 
him the purple, that he might at leaft feem to hold his au- 
thority of him. However, he bellowed on him only the Galerius 
title of Cxfar, and created Severus emperor, whofe pro- grants him 
vinces, namely, Italy and Africa, he governed with as ab- ™£ tk * 
folute a dominion as his own, opprefling them with end- U r ar \ *~ 
lefs taxes, and pra&ifing unheard-of cruelties upon thofe 
who were not in a condition to comply with his unjuft de- 
mands. 

This oppreffion occafioned great difturbances in all the Maxentius 
cities of Italy, but efpecially in Rome; which Maxentius "ffij^' 

m Ammian. Anonym, p. 471. Laft. p. »r. Zof. lib. ii. p. 671. P roc J aimi <t 
Aur. Via. p. 525. n Euftb. Chron. Goltz, p. 1x4. Eutrop. im P tror * 

p. 587. • Birag. p 440. p Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. 

cap. zi. p. 418. Julian. Orat. 1. p. 13. Lact Ferf. cap. 24. p. ax. 
Panegyr- 5. p. 127. 8c 9. p. 194. 

encouraging, 
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encouraging, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by 
the duTatisfied foldiery and people. Maxentius was, or at 
lea ft paflcd for, the fon of Maximian ; for fome writers 
tell us, that he was a fuppofititious child ; and that his mo- 
ther, before her death, owned flic had impofed upon her 
hufband, to gain his affe&ion. However that be, he was 
deftitute of every commendable quality, proud, arrogant, 
cruel, deformed in his perfon, abandoned to vice, and uni- 
verfally abhorred, not only by his father's friends, but by 
his father himfelf, and ftill more by Galerius, whofe daugh- 
ter he had married. He had loudly complained of Gale- 
rius. for excluding him in the year 305, from the dignity 
of Csefar ; but when he heard that Conftantine had been 
elevated to that high ftation, and faw his image publicly 
expofed In Rome, tranfported with rage, he refolved at all 
events to do himfelf juftice. Accordingly, having with 
large promifes gained over the few praetorian guards that 
were then in Rome, he was declared emperor on the twen- 
ty-eighth of October of this year 306, and was acknow- 
leged by the Roman people, who hoped, by his means, to 
del iver themfelves from the infupportable tyranny of Gale- 
rius. The news of hh revolt no fooner reached the Eaft, 
where Galerius then was, than he difpatched a meiTenger 
to Severus, enjoining him to fend all his forces to Rome, 
to furprife and fupprefs at once this new ufurper. On the 
other hand, Maxentius had recourfe to his father Maximian, 
who, either with a view to refume the empire, which he 
had unwillingly quitted, or to fupport his fon, haftened to 
Rome, and wrote to Dioclcfian, exhorting him to abandon 
his folitude, and remount the throne. Dioclefian charmed 
with the fweets and tranquility of a private and retired life, 
returned him the anfwer which we have already related. 
Maximian But Maximian, inltead of following his example, fuffered 
re fumes the himfelf to be declared emperor a fecond time by the fenate 
empire* and people of Rome ; and receiving the purple at the hands 
of his fon, was univerfally acknowleged his colleague in 
the empire 

While thefe things pafled at Rome, Conftantine was bu- 
Ced in vifiting the provinces under his care, and defending 
The Franks them againft the Barbarians. His father Conftantius had 
break into no fooner left Gaul, to oppofe the Picts in Britain, than 
are^o'Jir. the Franks > forgetful of their oaths, had invaded Gaul, and 
tome ly committed dreadful ravages. Againft them therefore Con- 
Confian- ftantine marched at the head of a powerful army, overcame 

une ' q Via. Epit. p. 543. Laft. Perf. cap. 18. p. 16, 17. Zof. lib. ii. 

p. 67*. Eutiop. p. 5S7. Eufcb. Vit. Conft. p. 498. Panegyr. 5. 
p. 131. 

them 
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them in a pitched battle ; and having taken two of their Hitfeveri- 
kings prifoners, Afcaric and Guifus, orRegaifus, expofed ty towards 
them to be devoured by wild beafts in the magnificent mews tht cap- 
which he afterwards exhibited r . Eutropius writes, that ti<vtu 
he treated in like manner the kings of the Alemanni, who, 
it feems, were in confederacy with the Franks, and fell in- 
to his hands in this war *. After this viclory he paflcd the 
Rhine, and entering the country of the Bruclerians, when 
lealt expected, made a dreadful havock of that people, and 
took a great many prifoners, whom he likewife condemned 
to be devoured by wild bealts. He repaired all the forts on 
the Rhine, placed numerous garrifons in them, and main* 
tained a powerful fleet upon the coaft ; by which means he 
(truck fuch terror into the Franks and other German na- 
tions, that none of them dared to approach that river (D). 

For the following year Scverus and Maximinus were cre- 
ated confuls by Galerius, and acknowleged in all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, except thofe that obeyed Maxentius, 
where Maximian caufed himfelf to be declared conful the 
ninth time. Confiantine was likewife conful this year, hav- 
ing, as we conjecture, been fubftituted in the room of Se- 
verus, who was killed before the year expired. Severus, Stvtrus 
in compliance with the orders he had received from Gale- marches 
rius, left Milan, and marched towards Rome, to expel the a S alM ^ 
ufurper Maxentius. He commanded a powerful army, but ^Jjf'*" 
confifting of troops which two years before had ferved un- 
der Maximian, the father of Maxentius, they were eafily 
feduced by the latter, with Anullinus, who commanded 
them in quality of captain of the guards. Hence Severus 
no fooner approached Rome, with a defign to befiege it, 
than they abandoned him, and joined his rival. Se- 
verus, with a fmail body of troops that remained faithful to 

r Paneg. 9. p. 150, 197. 5. 117. 7« >63« • Eutrop. p. 587. 

(D) Notwithftanding thefe thofe happy who lived under 
and many other inftances of his administration. The rea- 
cruelty that difgraced the reign der will remember that Con- 
of Coriirantine, Lactantius (1) ftantlnewas the great patron of 
and Eufebius (2) a flu re us, that the Chriftian religion which 
he governed his fubjects with thefe writers profefled ; there- 
extraordinary mildnefs and mo- fore, we ought to read them 
deration ; that be (hewed himfelf with caution, when they ftig- 
kind, affable, benevolent, and matize Dioclefian and extol 
good-natured to all; and that he Conftantine. 
made it his chief ftudy to render 

(1) Lafl. Perf. cap. 14. p. 13, (*) Eufcb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. 

cap. 15. p. 4«o. 

him, 
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Hi is *- n ' m > retired with precipitation, bending his route towards 
ban done d Milan ; but being clofely purfued by Maximian, at the 
by his men, head of fomc troops which he had raifed in Campania, and 
Raven* tH k a< ^ n S *° Rome, he was obliged to take refuge in Ra- 
and taken Vcnna > which Maximian immediately invefted. The place 
was well fortified) and fupplied with great (lore of provi- 
fions ; fo that it might have eafily held out till relieved by 
Galerius : but Severus, diftrufting his own men, and rely- 
ing upon the mighty promifes and folemn oaths of Maxi- 
minian, furrendered the place, and the purple with which 
he had been invefted about a year and nine months before 
His death, Maximian, unmindful of his oaths, carried Severus captive 
to Rome ; and after having kept him fome time confined in 
a place on the Appian Way, about thirty miles from the 
city, called Tres Tabernse, or the Three Inns, he caufed 
him to be put to death. The only favour he could obtain 
was that of dying by having his veins opened. His body wafc 
interred in the tomb of Gallienus, about eight or nine miles 
from Rome. 

Maximian, convinced that Galerius would not fuffer the 
death of Severus to pafs unrevenged, refolved to ftrengtbeh 
himfelf with the alliance of Conftantine, who, having con- 
quered the Franks, enjoyed at that time profound peace 
ConJJanhne and tranquility. Having therefore fortified Rome with 
marries many new works, and put it in a condition of fuftaining a 

a^mftler'of ' on £ ^ ie 8 e » ne ^ ^ ta ty t0 con ^ cr w * tn Gonftantine in Gaul, 
Maxi- where he perfuaded him to marry his daughter Faufta, and 
man, and at the fame time changed the title of Caefar u into that of 
is by Aim Auguftus Conftantine is generally thought to have 
declared been declared emperor on the thirty-firft of March of this 
tmperor ' year 307 (E). 

* Aur. Vict, p. 5*5. Zof. lib. ii. p. 673. Eutrop. p. 587. Ano- 
nym, p. 471 • Hicr. Chron. Lacl- Perf. cap. a6. p. 14. » Goltz. 
p. i*6. Birag. p. 459. Byzanr, Fara. p. 15. * Panegyr. 

5. p. 1*7. 

(£) Faufta, whom lie mar- eldeft fon, Conftans, his young - 
ried, is ftykd in the ancient in- eft, and two daughters, Con- 
fcriptions Flavia Maximiana ftantina and Conitantia, or ra- 
Faufta. The emperor Julian ther Con {lamina, who was mar- 
commends her modefty and ried firft to Annibalianus, and 
blamelefs conduct. By Faufta afterwards to Gallus Casfar, her 
he had, befides Conftantius, coufin-germans ; and Helena, 
who is the beft known of all the wite of the emperor Ju- 
his children, Conftantine, his lian (1). 

(1) Vide Anonym, p* }■& Byz, Fam. p. 4$, 47. 

While 
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While Maximian was in Gaul with Conftantine, Gale- Yr. of FI. 
rius entered Italy with a powerful army, but not fufRcient, 1655. 
as he found by experience, to befiege Rome : for, as he ^\?' 
had never feen the great capital of the empire, he eftimated 105 s * 
its ftren^th from Antioch, and fome other cities of the Calehus 
Eaft. He threatened to lay it in ruins, to put all the inha- approaches 
bitants to the fword, and utterly extirpate the fenate ; but Rom* ivitk 
when he approached that immenfe metropolis, and viewed * d 'fo n *° 
its fortifications, defpairing to be able to carry it by aflault, Ui 
and not having a fufficient number of troops to inveft it, he 
retired to Interamna, now Terni, and thence fent Licinius 
and Probus to exhort Maxentius, in his name, to demand 
the empire of his father-in-law, and not feize it by force of 
arms y * But Maxentius, having found means to corrupt ^ t • 
fome of Galerius's legions, W3S fo far from hearkening to obliged to 
the deputies, that he would have marched out againft Ga- retire 
lerius, if he, diftrufting his troops, and dreading the fate wi/A^rf- 
of Severus, had not retired into his own dominions. In cl P ttatton ' 
his retreat he laid wafte the country far and wide, to pre- 
vent the enemy from purfuing him, and allowed his fol- 
diers to commit unheard-of diforders and cruelties. Maxi- 
mian, who was ftill in Gaul, being informed of the preci- 
pitate retreat of Galerius, endeavoured to perfuade Con- 
ftantine to purfuehim; but finding that prince not inclined 
to engage in fo dangerous a war, he repafled the Alps, and 
returned to Rome. There he reigned fome time jointly 
with his fon, but was not treated with the fame refpeA 
which the public paid to Maxentius. He was fo piqued at Maximian 
his own want of confequence, that, diverting himielr of all attempts to 
paternal affection, he refolved to deprive Maxentius of the de P°f' to 
empire, not doubting but the troops that had abandoned Se- * m * 
▼erus, as they had formerly belonged to him, would favour 
his attempt. Having therefore endeavoured to eftrange 
them from his fon, he aflembled both the people and fol- 
diery ; and, after a long defcant upon the evils and misfor- 
tunes of the times, he turned unexpectedly to his fon, who 
fat on the tribunal with him, reproached him as the fole 
author of the prefent calamities, and, after many bitter and 
virulent invectives, ftripped him of his purple robes, and 
tore them in pieces. Maxentius, leaping from the throne, 
implored the protection of the foldiery, who, being moved 
wkh his tears, but more with his promifes, received him 
in their arms, loaded Maximian with reproaches, and 
threatened him with inftant death «. Zonaras relates, that 

y Laft. Pcrf. cap. 17, p. a$. Pan. 6, p. 136. Anonym, p. 47*. 
« Eutrop. p. 687. Zof. lib. u. p. 674. 

Vol. XIV. G MaximiaD, 
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the purple the fecond time, declaring that, in imitation of 
Dioclefian, he would lead a retired life, and no longer con- 
cern himfelf with public affairs. Conftantine received him 
with the greateft marks of honour and efteem, afligned him 
an apartment in his own palace, and commanded all his 
fubjecls to pay the fame obedience to the orders of his fa- 
ther-in-law, as to his own. But the reftlefs and turbulent 
fpirit of Maximum did not fuffer him long to enjoy fo 
happy a fituation. Conftantine was then bufied in building 
a bridge over the Rhine j which great undertaking ft ruck 
the neighbouring nations with fuch terror, that they fent 
ambaffadors to fue for peace, offering to deliver up fome of 
their chiefs as hoftages and pledges of their fincerity. How- 
ever, fome Franks ftill continued in arms ; and againft thefe 
Maximian advifed Conftantine to march with a fmall body 
of forces, and leave the reft at Arelatum, now Aries. 
Maxmian jjis defign was to make himfelf mafter cf Conftantine'* 
"to'&firoy f° rces > ana * f e i ze ms provinces, if any misfortune fhould 
Confiantint. befal him* as there was room to believe there might, he be- 
ing attended only by a fmall army. Conftantine, not fuf- 
pecting the leaft treachery, followed the advice of his fa- 
ther-in-law, who marched part of the way with him, and 
then returned to Aries, where the emperor had left the 
flower of his troops. "When he thought him engaged in 
the enemy's country, he fuddenly refumed the purple the 
third time, madd himfelf mafter of the palace, feized on> 
the treafures, diftributed great part of them among the fol- 
diers who were prefent, and wrote to thofe who were ab- 
fent letters filled with moft bitter invectives againft Con- 
ftantine, inviting them with prodigious promifes, to follow 
the example of the troops at Aries k . Conftantine was no 
fooner informed of thefe tranfa&ions, than he led back his 
army by land from the Rhine to Chalons, where he em- 
barked his forces on the Soane ; and landing them unex- 
pectedly at Aries, furprifed Maximian, before he was in a 
condition to oppofe him. The foldiers, who had declared 
for Maximian, awed by the prefence of their lawful com- 
mander, returned to their duty, a fmall number excepted* 
who being feduced by the prefents and promifes of the 
ufurper, fled with him to Marfeilles* Conftantine purfued 
them clofe, and arriving before the place, would have car- 
ried it by afiault, had not his fcaling-ladders unfortunately 
proved too fhort. This defect obliged him to retreat ; but 
in the mean time fome of the inhabitants having opened 

■ 

h Laa. p. a6. Paneg. 9. p. 199, aoo. Z©f. lib. ii. p. 673. VaJef. 
rer. Franc p. ai. 
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one of the gates to Conftantine's foldiers, they entered the 
city, feized on the ufurper, and carried him to Conftan- 
tine ; who after having reproached him with his treachery 
and ambition, and obliged him to quit the purple, not only 
granted his life, but fuffered him to continue in the fame 
palace. 

During thefe events, the troops in Africa revolting from Alexander 

Maxentius, declared Alexander, who commanded them in u f ur P s 

empin 

Ajriu 



quality of lieutenant, emperor, and with the ufual cere- **^ r ' 1n 
monies in veiled him with the purple at Carthage. He was 



defcendedof an ignoble and mean family in Phrygia, or, 
as Aurelius Vi£tor aflerts, in Pannonia. All authors re- 
prefent him in every refpeft unequal to fo great a charge, 
advanced in years, and deftitute of vigour, prudence, and 
courage." Befides, his troops confided chiefly of new le- 
vies, unacquainted with military discipline, and in general 
without arms. However, as he had Maxentius for his rival, 
he maintained his ufurped authority for the fpace of three 
years at leaft, fome of his Greek coins, which have reached 
us, being dated the fourth year of his reign 

The two following vears are remarkable for nothing but 
the Panegyric on Conftantine, which Eumenius pronounced 
in a city fituatcd on a great river that falls into the Rhine, 
above Cologne, fuppofed to be Treves, which ftands upon 
the Mofelle =. 

Maximian, no longer able to lead a private and retired 
life, refolved to attempt the recovery of his former power j 
but being apprehenfive that all his efforts would prove un- 
fuccefsful, while Conftantine lived, he determined, in the 
firft place, to murder him ; and, in order to compafs this 
wicked purpofe, had recourfe to his daughter Faufta, the 
wife of Conftantine, ufing his utmoft endeavours, and all 
manner of carefles and intreaties, to prevail upon her to 
betray her hunband, and leave the door of the bed-chamber 
open. She promifed to comply with his requeft, but im- 
mediately revealed it to Conftantine, who, unwilling to 
condemn his father-in-law without fome undeniable proof 
of his guilt, placed one night an eunuch in his bed, and 
left the door of the chamber open. Maximian did not neg- 
lecT: the opportunity, and entering the room about mid* 
night, killed the eunuch, crying out, as he retired, " Con- 
ftantine is dead ; I am emperor." But Conftantine appear- 
ing that inftant, attended by a guard, arrefted him, and Hi it d\f- 

ihewed him the body of the eunuch. As he had been covered 

andfeiztd* 

1 Goltz, p. 1*5. * Buch. Cycl. p. 438, Onuph. in Faft. 
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phiefly encouraged to this excefs of wickechicfs by the mild 
treatment which he had hitherto met with, and (till pro- 
mised himfelf, from Conftantine, that prince thought him- 
felf obliged, in his own defence, to put an end to the life 
and crimes of fuch an ambitious, implacable, and treacher- 
Hu death, ous enemy. The only favour he granted him was the choice 
of his death, and he chofe the mod infamous and dis- 
graceful, which was that of hanging n . Such was the un- 
happy, but deferved end of Maximian, after he had reign- 
ed, with great glory, at leaft twenty years, and lived, ac- 
cording to Vi&or the younger, about fixty. Conftantine 
caufed all his ftatues to be pulled down, his images defaced, 
and his inscriptions erafed, not fparing even fuch as were 
common to him with Dioclefian. 
Galerius is Galerius about this period was feized with a mod dread- 
feixedivith f u l diftemper, an incurable ulcer in his privy parts ; which 
Ji/f'*t^ l ^ ie ^ nr '^^ an w "ters afcribe to the divine vengeance, for 
ijtmper. ^ ^ av j n g perfecuted the church. This year Conftantine 
waged war with the Alemans, the Brufterians, Cherufcans, 
Chamovians, and feveral other German nations, who, after 
having attacked the Romans in feparate bodies, joined all 
their forces, and formed a very numerous and powerful 
army °. Conftantine, not depending upon the relation of 
others, ventured in difguife into the midft of their army, 
pretending to be a deputy fent to them by the emperor. As 
he found they were afraid to ri(k an engagement, and de- 
figned to ftparate, a ftep which might have protracted the 
war, he afiured them, that the emperor was not then 
with his army ; a circumftance which they no fooner un- 
derftood, than they difmiffed the pretended envoy, and, 
without lofs of time, marched with all their forces againft 
the enemy. Conftantine received them at the head of his 
army, routed them at the firft onfet, and made a dreadful 
{laughter in the purfuit. 

As the diftemper of Galerius grew daily more violent, he 
began at length to afcribe it to the juft vengeance of hea- 
ven, for his cruelties to the innocent Chriftians, and im- 
Galeriut mediately publifhcd an edidt, ordering a ftop to be put to 
ptnafiop the perfecution. This edict was enaded in the name of 
t$the per- three emperors, Galerius, Conftantine, and Licinius. 
ftcution. Maxentius was looked upon by Galerius as an enemy, and 
had never been acknowleged by him ; and as for Maximin, 
he either would not agree with the reft to terminate the 
perfecution, or his name has been, through a miftake .of 

» 

n La£. Perf cap. 30. p. 17. Eutrop. p. 587. Zof. lib. ii. p. 674. 
Vift. Epit. p« 54a. • Paneg. 7. p. 163—165. 

the 
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the transcribers, omitted in the edict, as that of Licinius 
has been left out in moil editions of Eufebius, and even in 
the Latin tranflation by Rufinus. The edi&, dated the 
twentieth year of the reign of Galerius, was publifhed at 
Nicomedia on the thirtieth of April, and the following Vr. of FI. 
month his death was known in that city ; for he died, ac- **59» 
cording to the mod probable opinion, at Sardica, the me- ' 
tropolis of New Dacia, now known by the name of Sofia, 
or, as the inhabitants ftyle it, Triadizza p . Galerius had JeaiK 
reigned nineteen years, two months, and fome days. Be- 
fore he expired, he earneftly recommended to Licinius his 
wife Valeria, the daughter of Diocletian, and Candidianus 
his natural fon. He was buried in the fame city where he 
was born, and afterwards deified with the ufual ceremo- 
nies q . 

Maximin was no fooner informed of the death of Gale- 
rius, than he haftened from the Eaft, where he then was, 
and entering Bithynia, made himfelf mafter of all the 
countries beyond the Propontis. On the other hand, Li- 
cinius having aflembled his forces, marched to oppofe him ; 
and the two armies encamped oppofite each other, one on 
the coaft of Afia, and the other in Europe. However, they 
came at length to an agreement ; and in a private interview, 
held in the ftreights of Chalcedon, they entered into an 
offenfive and defenGvc alliance, which was confirmed with 
the mod folemn oaths Maximin remained mafter of 
Bithynia, and Licinius of Thrace, the ftreights of Chalce- **!* 
don being the common boundary between the two empires. pro? * 
Valeria, the widow of Galerius, though earnestly recom- 
mended by him at the point of death to Licinius, chofe to 
withdraw into the dominions of Maximin, with her mother 
Prifca, the wife of Diocletian, Candidianus, the natural 
fon of Galerius, and Severianus, the fon of Severus. 
Maximin treated Valeria for fome time, with the utmoft 
refpe&, honouring her with the title of mother ; he alfo 
conceived a violent paflion for her, and even offered to re- 
pudiate his own wife, and marry her. Valeria, furprifed 
at this unexpected propofal, anfwered him with great free- 
dom, that the (late and habit (he was in, the time of her 
mourning for the death of her hufband not being yet ex- 
pired, did not allow her to think of marriage ; that to her 
it fecmed very ftrange he fhould put away a wife who had 
not given him the leaft occafion of complaint ; that fuch 

p La&. Perf. cap. 35. p. 31. Eufebius, lib. viii. cap. 17. p. 
1 Via. Epit. p. 543. Birag. p. 444 • ' Eufcb. lib. ix. cap nj 

La&. cap. 45. p. 39. 
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conduft gave her room to expe& the like treatment ; and, 
in ihort, that it was both unbecoming and unprecedented, 
in a perfon of her rank, to entertain the lead thought of a 
Valeria fecond marriage. Maximin was provoked to fuch a degree 
euormoujly by this noble and generous anfwer, that changing his love 
ebujcd by j nto jj a t rc j and rage, he immediately banifhed both her and 
aximtn. mother, feized on all her effects, and confined her do- 
meftics. He, upon falfe accufations, put her eunuchs to 
the rack, fen te need to death feveral illuftrious ladies who 
attended her, and among the reft two wives of fenators. 
They were publicly executed at Nicaea, upon the depofition 
of a Jew, who had accufed them of adultery. The peo? 
pie loudly complained of fuch cruel injuflice, and, trans- 
ported with rage, would have torn in pieces Eratineus, the 
governor of that province, while he fat on his tribunal to 
eondemn them, had he not been furrounded by a numerous 
body of foldiers, who with difficulty protected him againft 
the infults of the incenfed populace. Ihe Jew, their ao- 
eufer, being afterwards condemned to be crucified, acknow-. 
leged on the ciofs their innocence, and his own guilt, in, 
fufFering himfelf to be fuborned to accufe them •. Valeria,, 
though confined in the deferts of Syria, found means to 
acquaint her father Dioclefian with the miferable (late {he 
was in, who, moved with tendernefs and companion, de- 
puted feveral perfons, and amongft the reft a kinfman of 
nis own, an officer of great diftin&ion in the army, to in- 
treat Maximin, by all the obligations he owed him, to re* 
leafehis beloved daughter from her confinement, and allow 
him the fatisfaction of enjoying her company in his old 
age. But the tyrant was deaf to all intreaties ; and his 
unkindnefs is faid to have haftened the ^eath of the old 
emperor. 

Ccnfian- Conftantine, in the mean time, was bufily employed in 
rofityto**' ▼'^t^g t * ie provinces under his government. He arrived 
the city of trt * 8 y car > the ^ xtn or * n * s r eign> at Autun ; and finding the 
4utun f inhabitants opprefled with taxes, not only forgave them 
what they owed to the treafury fince his acceffion to the 
empire, but remitted above a fourth part of all imports. In, 
acknowlegement of this favour, the city of Autun, confider- 
ing the emperor as their founder, took the name ofFIa- 
via, which was the name of his family; and upon his re- 
turn to the place of his refidence, they fent Eumenius to 
return him thanks for his extraordinary kindnefs ; which 
the orator did in a fpeech that is ft ill extant*. During 
thefc tranfa&ions Maxentius, who reigned at Home, under* 

» Lcft.Perf. cap. 39,40. p. 35, j6. \ Panpg. $. p. 1S8, $cc. 
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took the redu&ion of Africa, which had revolted, and de- 
clared Alexander emperor. Againft him Maxentius dis- 
patched Rufus, or Rufius Volufianus, probably the conful 
of this year, and one Zenus, a celebrated commander, who, 
in the firft battle that was fought, routed Alexander's 
troops, took him prifoner, and caufed him to be imme- 
diately ftranglcd u . 

Thus ended the war in Africa ; but not the calamities of Maxentius 
that unhappy province : for Maxentius ordered the Afri- nducu 
cans, who were confiderable either for their birth or wealth, "jfl**** 
to be inhumanly put to death, and feized their eftates, pre- v i nce ^f 
tending they had favoured the ufurper; and he com- Ajrica. 
manded Carthage, at that time one of the mod beautiful 
and flourifhing cities in the world, to be laid in afhes. 
Thus was the province of Africa utterly ruined. The in- 
habitants were reduced to beggary, and obliged, through 
fear of the tyrant, to abandon their native country, and 
take (helter in the provinces of the other princes. Maxen- 
tius triumphed at Rome for the defeat of Alexander, or ra- 
ther for the deftru&ion of Carthage, and the ruin of 
Africa. But Rome and Italy were no lefs grievoufly Rome and 
afflicted by the lewd, inhuman, and avaricious tyrant, than 
Carthage and Africa. Maxentius allowed his foldiers the fS/^JJ^ 
fame unreftrained liberty, or rather licentioufnefs, in which nim% e *f 
he indulged himfelf, abandoning to them the honour, the 
lives, and the fortunes of the mod innocent perfons. By 
theie means, Rome was in a fhort time reduced to a moll 
deplorable condition ; the fenators were ftripped of their 
eftates, and either ban i (bed upon falfe accufations, or pub- 
licly executed ; and the people fo loaded with taxes, that 
they were not able to purchafe the common necefla- 
ries, and great numbers of them died daily for want. He Thttruelt 
was greatly addicted to the ftudy of magic, which urged °f Maxem~ 
him to many unaccountable cruelties, as he hoped to learn 
future events from the entrails of women, and innocent 
children w . A fire accidentally breaking out in the temple 
of Fortune, and the people flocking from all parts to cxtin- 
guifli it, a foldier uttered fome words of raillery againft the 
unfortunate goddefs ; which one of the populace hearing, 
killed the foldier on the fpot. His comrades, to revenge 
his death, fell fword in hand upon the people, and a dread- 
ful tumult enfued, in which an incredible number of per- 
fons loft their lives x . 

» Aur. Via. p. 5*6. Zof. lib. ii. p. 675. w Pancgyr. 6. p. 136. 
f pufeb. p. 310. 
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Maxentius, elated with his fuccefs againft Alexander, 
tyrant of Africa, began to entertain thoughts of deftroying 
the other princes ; for he was often heard to fay, that he 
alone was emperor, and that the others were only his lieu- 
tenants, employed to defend and guard the confines of the 
^ornate**' cm P* re a g ani ft * ne incurfions of the Barbarians. He re- 
^al^upon f°l ve d t0 begin with Conftantine, under the plaufible pre- 
Coiifian- tence of revenging the death of his father Maximian r. He 
unc. had then under his command a hundred and feventy thou- 
fand foot, and eighteen thoufand horfe, moil of whom had 
fcrved under his father, and confequently were enured to 
military toils and dangers. He had amafled, by his extor- 
tions, great fums to defray the charges of a war, and pro- 
vided great magazines of provifion, having for that purpofe 
drained Africa, and the adjacent iflands. He no fooner 
began to affemble his troops, than Conftantine wrote to 
him, and, by laying before him the dreadful evils and cala- 
mities attending a civil war, endeavoured to divert him 
from his purpofc. But Maxentius, who wanted only a pre- 
tence for dripping Conftantine of his dominions, without 
liflening to his remonftrances, caufed his flatues to be 
pulled down, and his images to be defaced, pretending 
that he was determined at all events to revenge the death of 
his father. 

Conftantine, leaving a ftrong body of troops to guard 
the banks of the Rhine, and prevent the Barbarians from 
Con/Ian- breaking into Gaul during his abfence, proceeded on his 
'hh march niarcn to ^ly, at tne head °f an a rmy, confifling of ninety 
to Italy, thoufand foot, and eight thoufand horfe. Of thefe only 
twenty-five thoufand were Romans, and the reft auxi- 
liaries * (F). He endeavoured to gain over Licinius, by 
promifing him his fifter Conftantia in marriage ; a circum- 
ttance which gave fuch jealoufy to Maximin, that he fent 
deputies to court the friendfhip of Maxentius, and entered 
into an alliance with him ; which however was kept fecret; 
for Conftantine was not apprifed of it till he became matter 
of Rome, and faw the ftatue of Maximin placed clofe to 

y Zo£ lib. ii. p. 675. Aur. Vidh p. » ZoC 

lib. ii. p. 676. 

(F) Apanegyrift, in an ora- troops than Alexander had with 

tion pronounced before him, him, when he went to attack 

lays, that he engaged in this the king of Perfia (1) ; that is, 

war with a fmaller number of not quite forty thoufand men. 

(1) Pan. 6. p. 1 j7« 
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that of Maxentius a . Conftantine had inherited from his fa- 
ther fome love and eftecm for the Chriftians ; for the firft 
ufe he made of his authority was to reftrain the persecu- 
tion in the provinces where he commanded. However, he 
had not yet {hewn any inclination to embrace a religion 
which he hoth honoured and efteemed ; but in the war 
with Maxentius, apprehending the abfolute necefiity of ex- 
traordinary afliftance from heaven, he began ferioufly to Htdelibe- 
confider what deity he fhould implore as his guardian and tatn tvitk 
protector. He revolved in his mind the fallacious anfwers him f e \f 
given by the oracles to other princes, and the fuccefs that 
had attended his father Conftantius in all his wars, who implore, 
defpifed the many gods worfhipped by the Romans, and 
acknowleged only one Supreme Being. 

To thi6 God, therefore, he addrefled himfelf with great 
humility and fervor, befeeching Him to make himfelf 
known to him, and to aflift him in his prefent expedition. 
If we may credit Eufebius, heaven granted his prayer in a 
manner altogether miraculous. As he was marching at A miracu- 
the head of his troops in the open fields, there fuddenly husapp*. 
appeared to him, and the whole army, a little after mid- ritton ' 
day, a pillar of light above the fun, in the form of a crofs, 
with this infeription, " In this conquer." The emperor 
was in great diftrefs about the meaning of this wonderful 
vifion, till the following night ; when our Saviour appear- 
ing, with the fame fign that had been feen in the heavens, 
commanded him to caufe fuch another to be framed, and 
to make ufe of it in conquering his enemies. Next morn- 
ing Conftantine imparted to his friends what he had feen ; 
and fending for the ableft artificers and workmen, ordered 
them to frame a crofs of gold, and precious ftones, accord- 
ing to his directions (G). Being, after the miraculous vi- 
fion 

» La£h Perf. cap. 43. p. 37. 

(G) This crofs is minutely labarum. When the troops in 
defcribed by Eufebius, who any part of the army began to 
law it (2). In a crown of gold give ground, the emperor caufed 
at the top of the crofs was a fi- the ftandard with the crofs to 
gure, confining of the two firft be conveyed thither ; and his 
letters of the name of Chrift, faith, fays Eufebiu9 (4), was re- 
according to the Greek ortho- warded with victory, which be- 
graphy(3). This figure, on gan on that fide where the 
fome medals, is formed thus greateft danger was apprehend- 
2^2, in others thus and the ed. Conftantine had the above 
flandard thus marked, called mentioned vifion before he 

(*) Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap *7— 31. p. 4*1—413. (1) Ba- 
ron, ad Ann. cap. 31—413. (4) Eufeb. Vit. Conft, lib. ii. p 447. 

pafted 
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Conftantine fi° n > immutably determined to adore that God alone who 
isinfimatd had appeared to him, he fent for feveral biftiops, m order 
'* tk .'. to be inftrucled in the myfteries of their religion, and in 
[— ta * feveral particulars of the late apparition. He received them 
an'Itm- w ' r ^ tnc utm °ft refpeft, and believed what they told him 
braces it. of the divinity, incarnation, crofs, and death of our Sa- 
viour, reading, with great attention, the holy Scriptures, 
and confulting in his doubts the bimops, whom, for that 
purpofe, he kept conftantly about his perfon b . 
His exam- The converfion of Conftantine produced a great altera- 
fl e * s f*[~ tion in the church. The whole imperial family followed, 
thTlmpt' teems, his example \ we are well aflured that his mother 
rialjamity. Helen did : for though Theodoret writes, that (he infpired 
her fon from his infancy with fentiments of piety c , yet 
Eufebius fays, in exprefs terms, that (he knew not the true 
God, till (he was induced by her fon to embrace the truth, 
and adhere to it. The zeal with which Conftantia (hewed 
for the doctrine of Arius, inclines us to believe, that (he 
profefled the Chriftian religion. 
Cwflanttni Conftantine crofled the Alps without oppofition, till he 
pages the arrived at Segufium, now Sufa ; which being fortified both 
Alps, and DV na tu r e and art, and defended by a numerous garrifon, 
TetfmafteT Te ^ e ^ to fubmit. The emperor, having ordered a general 
of federal affault, and at the fame time the gates to be fet on fire, car- 
cititu ried the place by ftorm ; but would not allow it to be 
plundered, nor fuffer the inhabitants to be injured in their 
lives or fortunes d ; though Zofimus writes, that he laid in 
ruins all the cities that prefumed to oppofe him e . From 
Segufium he marched to Augufta Taurinorum, now Turin, 
in the neighbourhood of which place he was oppofed by a 
numerous army of the enemy, whofe cavalry, armed cap- 
a-pe, fell upon him with a fury hardly to be exprefled ; but 
Conftantine ordering his ranks to open and receive them, 

* Eufeb. Vit. Con ft. lib. i. cap. 32. p. 423, 414. c Theodor. 

lib. i. cap. 17. p. 563. d Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap. 37. p. 426. 
• Zof. lib. ii. p. 676. 

pafled the Alps to make war this miraculous apparition a 
upon Maxentius, and confe- pious fiction. To imagine a 
quently in Gaul ; but as to the writer of Eufebius's character 
precife place, we are quite at a guilty of fuch folly, impu- 
lofs. Balufius complains of the dence and prefumption, is, in 
irreligious temerity of Jacobus our opinion, carrying fcepti- 
Oifelius, who in his Thefaurus cifm and incredulity to too great, 
Numifm. Antiquor. is pleafed a height, 
to ftyle the whole account of 
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they were furrounded on all fides, and, unwieldy as they 
were, pulled off their horfes, and killed, without the lofs of 
a fingle man on Conftantine's fide. The reft of the army 
was eafily routed, and purfued with great flaughtcr to the 
gates of Turin ; which the citizens (hut againft them, but 
opened to Conftantine, whom they received with the 
ereateft demonftrations of joy. All the cities between the 
ro and the Alps followed their example, fending deputies 
with plenty of provifions to the conqueror, and aflifting him 
to theutmoftof their power againft Maxentius, whofe cruel- 
ties and tyranny they detefted f . From Turin he marched * 
to Milan, which he entered without oppofition. Having 
pafled a few days in this place, he purfued his march to 
Brefcia, where he was encountered by a numerous body of 
horfe, who being routed at the firft onfet, retired in great 
confufion to Verona, the place appointed for the general 
rendezvous of all the troops of Maxentius. They were 
very numerous, and commanded by Ruricius Pompeianus, 
an experienced officer, captain of the guards to Maxentius, 
who, not daring to venture a battle, fhut himfelf up in Ve- 
rona, with part of his troops. 

Conftantine, having palled the Adige a great diftance Virona bt* 
above that city, inverted it with his whole army. Pom- fi*g*& 
peianus made a vigorous fally ; but being repulfed with 
great lofs, he efcaped in the night, and foon after returned 
with a numerous army, wnich he had aflembled with in- 
credible expedition. Conftantine, receiving intelligence of 
his approach, left part of his troops to purfue the liege, and 
marched with the reft to give him battle. An engagement Maxtn- 
enfued, which lafted almoft the whole night ; but at length timS army 
the troops of Pompeianus were utterly defeated, and the d*f**ttd. 
general himfelf was killed. The city of Verona, after a y erona 
vigorous refiftance, furrendered at difcretion, and Conftan- t a ktn 9 
tine, contrary to their expectation, granted them their 
lives ; but that his own troops might not be employed in 
guarding them, as they were very numerous, he caufed 
chains to be made of their fwords, and confined them in 
two prifons. During the liege of Verona, Conftantine de- 
tached part of his troops to attack Aquileia, Mutina, and and ftvt~ 
ievcral other cities, which readily fubmitted. Thus he be- ™{ ot for 
came mafter of all the places between the Alps and Rome, 
the deliverance of which city from the tyranny of Maxentius 
he confidered of the utmoft confequence. 

He therefore bent his march thither, and approached Conflantint 
the city with all his forces. His approach roufed Maxen- *W**tto9 

i Pancgyr. 6, 7. p. 1*8. t66, & feq* 

tjU9, 
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tins, who had abandoned himfclf to eafc, and wallowed in 
all manner of debaucheries, ftifling the unwelcome tidings 
that were daily brought to him of the defeat of his troops 
and the progrefs of Conftantine. He caufed a bridge of 
boats to be laid over the Tiber, a little above the Milvian 
bridge, now Ponte Mollc, fo contrived that it could be 
eafily loofened ; and he charged the engineer to disjoin it 
when Conftantine fhould be upon it in his paflage. But 
the emperor encamped in a fpacious plain, oppofite the 
Milvian bridge, hoping to draw Maxentius out of Rome, 
and tempt him to venture a general engagement, being 
well apprifed, that if he kept within the city, which was 
plentifully fupplied with provifions, the befieging him there 
would prove a dangerous undertaking, and protract the war 
to a great length. Maxentius, however, ordering his 
troops to encamp between the Milvian bridge and the city, 
in order to prevent Conftantine from approaching the walls, 
did not ftir out of his palace, till he was frightened from 
it by an inaufpicious omen, which obliged him to repair 
with his wife and fon to the houfe of one of his friends g . 
On the twenty-eighth of October, Maxentius, who then 
ended the fixth year of his reign, exhibited, notwithftand- 
ing the danger that threatened him, magnificent (hews in 
the circus ; and having caufed the Sibylline books to be 
confulted, had this anfwer, that the great enemy of 
Rome was doomed to perifh that very day. This expref- 
fion he interpreted to mean Conftantine ; therefore, quit- 
ting the city without delay, he crofled the bridge, lately 
thrown over the Tiber, and chofe for the field of battle a 
place called Saxa Rubra, or the Red Rocks, about nine 
miles from Rome, drawing up his numerous army between 
the enemy and the river. 

Conftantine, overjoyed to find that Maxentius had march- 
ed out of the city, immediately advanced againft him ; and 
having encouraged his men with certain hopes of victory, 
ordered the fignal for battle to be given. At the firft onfet 
the Romans and Italians in the army of Maxentius, out of 
hatred to the tyrant, fled with precipitation, but the others, 
chiefly the prietorian guards, the minifters of his tyranny, 
flood their ground, and fought with great refolution ; fo 

Yr. of Fl. tnat tne victory remained doubtful, till Maxentius's ca- 
*66o. valry being broken, the tyrant abandoned the field to fave 

A.D. 31*. himfelf acrofs his bridge of boats, and return to the city h . 

U * C lo6 °* All authors agree that, falling into the Tiber with his hoife 

e Paneg. 7. p. 145. * Zof. lib. ii. p. 676, Anonym, p. 473. 

Pancgyr. 6, 7. p. 145, 170. Lac*. p» 38. 

and 
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and armour, he was drowned with many of his men, and Maxe*ti*s 

fome of his chief officers. His body being found next defeated 

day in the mud, Conftantine ordered his head to be (truck **ddrvwn- 

off, in order to exhibit it to the Roman people, who had 

not yet teftified any joy for his death, apprehending it c 0 nfta*tint 

might be only a falfe report, fpread on purpofe to difcover enters 

their inclination and real fentiments The fame day, Rome. 

which was the 29th of October, Conftantine, caufing the 

head of Maxentius to be carried on a pole before his army, 

made his public entry into the city, attended by the fenate 

in a body, and by infinite crouds of people, who flocked 

from all parts to behold, and welcome with loud fhouts of 

joy, their new prince and deliverer. 

The people demanded, with great importunity, the death 
of fome of the tyrant's chief minifters, but could not pre- 
vail upon the emperor to comply with their demands, and 
gratify their revengeful temper. All the troops of Maxen- 
tius were immediately difarmed ; but Conftantine reftored 
them, foon after, to their former condition, and employed 
them againft the Barbarians on the banks of the Rhine and 
the Danube. 

The praetorian guards he either difbanded or reduced to <fke p r4tm 
the rank of common foldiers, caufing their camp, which torian 
had been begun by Sejanus, in the reign of Tiberius, to g*f ar ^ 
be utterly demoliflied k . Upon the death of Maxentius, 
incredible numbers of informers ftarted up to accufe fuch 
as had adhered to that tyrant. But Conftantine (lifted their 
accufations by a law, in which he declared all informers, jj e e na8s 
and fuch as attempted to difturb the peace and tranquility a/evert 
of private perfons with unjuft fuits, guilty of death He 
reftored the fenate to its former luftre and authority, filling S9 w fi 'fl- 
it with perfons of the greateft merit, chofen out of ail the * ormru 
provinces under his dominion. He recalled thofe who had 
been banifhed by Maxentius ; fet at liberty all he had con- 
fined, and, by a general edit!:, remitted, without diftinc- 
tion, whatever punifhment had been inflicted upon them 
by Maxentius m . 

The fenate decreed him the firft place among the empe- Honours 
rors, though claimed by Maximin, and a triumphal arch, conferred 
which is (till (landing, and was raifed, as we read in the upon him 
infcription, in honour of Conftantine, for having by divine & t«'fi m 
inftin£t, and with extraordinary courage, delivered the re- nate ' 
public from the tyrant and his whole faction. In the fame 
infcription, Conftantine is ftyled the deliverer of Rome, 

* Zof. p, 677. k Zof, lib. ii. p. 677. Aur. Vifh p. 54$, 

Cod. Tlicodof. iii.p,*3o, 431. » Pancgyr. 6. p. 137. & 7. p. 175. 

and, 
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and the authoi of the public tranquility. As lie afcribed 
the late victory, and all his other fuccefles, not to his own 
conduct or ftrength, but to God alone, foon after his entry 
into Rome he caufed a ftatue to be erected to himfelf, hold- 
Pays great ing a crofs in the right hand, with an infeription, import- 
refpeBto jng^ ^ at under the influence of that victorious and falutary 
the crofs* fagn t ^ delivered the city from the tyrannical yoke 
under which it groaned, and reftored the fenate and peo- 
ple of Rome to their ancient liberty and fplendor. About 
Caufes a the month of November of this year 312, an edict was 
fop to be ifiued in his name, and in the name of Licinius, putting 

terf° *t* an cn( * to t ^ ie v *°l cnt perfecution which had been begun by 
Diocletian, and had raged with incredible fury in mod pro- 
vinces of the empire for the fpace of ten years. This edict; 
was fent by the two emperors to Maximin, the moil implac- 
able enemy the Chriftians ever had, accompanied by a letter 
from Conftantine, acquainting them with the miraculous 
afiiftance he had received from heaven, and the victory he 
had gained over the tyrant Maxentius. As Maximin yet 
pretended to live in friendfhip and amity with Conftantine 
and Licinius (for the letter was figned by both princes), 
notwithstanding his hatred to the Chriftians, he publifhed 
in their favour the decree which is related at length by 
Eufebius n , and feems to have been enacted this year. 
7ke btdic* The indictions, that is, a cycle or revolution of fifteen 
fi«r» years, employed in reckoning time, are fuppofed to have 
begun about the end of the prefent year 312. The origin 
of this cycle, and the etymology of its name, had occasion- 
ed great difputes among modern writers (H). 

During the war between Conftantine and Maxentius in 
. . the Weft, Maximin, who had enjoyed a profound tran- 
terfecuil *J mUt y in tne Eaft ever ^ ince ms agreement with Licinius, 
the chrif- again began the perfecution, which the edict of Galerius, 
nans. in favour of the Chriftians, had obliged him to interrupt 

» Eufcb. lib. ix. cap. 9. p. 360. 

(H) The reader will find in every fifteen years to impofe, 

Du Cange a lift of the authors or indicere y according to the 

who have written on this fub- Latin expreffion, an extraor- 

jeft ( 1 ) . Conftantine having dinary tax for the paying thofe 

reduced the time, which the who were difcharged ; and 

Romans were obliged to ferve, hence came this new cycle, 

to fifteen years, fays Baronius, which, from the Latin word i»« 

he was confequently obliged - Jicere, wasftyled indiftion. (2). 

(0 Vide Chron. Pafchale, feu Alexandria ex edit. Cangiana, Pa- 
tif, ann. xb&t, (a) Barou, ann. 31a. 

for 
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for fome time. In a refcript, addrefied to the inhabitants 
of Tyre, he had boafted of the happinefs of his reign, 
which, he faid, had never been interrupted or difturbed by 
wars, ftorms, .dearth of provifions, contagions, or earth- 
quakes. This exemption from the evils that afflicted other 
parts of the empire, he afcribed to the great care he took in* 
promoting the worlhip of the gods, and perfecuting, with 
fire and fword, their enemies the Chriftians. But the very Hi* Ami* 
next winter proving uncommonly dry, the drought pro- Vg S j < i * 
duced a famine, and the famine occafioned a dreadful ^any 
plague, attended with naufeous fores, which breaking out dnadful 
in the face, and efpecially about the eyes, deprived an infi- calamities. 
nite number of men, women, and children of fight. To 
the famine and plague that ravaged the dominions of Max(- 
min with a fury hardly to be exprefled, was added a de- 
fhudtive war : for the tyrant, attempting to oblige the 
Armenians, who had embraced the Chriftian religion, to 
offer victims to his falfe deities, forced them to take arms 
in their own defence, and, from ancient friends and allies, 
to become enemies of the Roman people and empire 0 . 
This mud be underftood of Armenia Major ; for the peo- 
ple of Armenia Minor were not allies, but fubje&s of the 
empire. This is the firft inftance we find in hiftory of a 
religious war, or a war undertaken for the fake of religion. 
As to the iflfue of it, we are only told, that Maximin and 
his army fuffered much, our hiftorian being wholly employ- 
ed in defcribing the inexprcflible miferies that attended the ' 
plague and the famine in all the provinces fubject to Maxi- 
min, and the charitable conduct of the Chiiftians towards 
their greateft enemies during the time of their diftrefs D . 

The next confuls were Conftantine and Licinius, both 
for the third time. The former did not, it feems, remain 
at Rome above two months, as appears from a law which 
he publiftied at Milan, dated the tenth of March «. He 
was met in that city by Licinius, who married his fitter Cfoflantiut 
Conftantia, betrothed to him before his war with Maxen- T" r ™/£ > 
tius r » They both wrote to Dioclefian, inviting him to c 0 ^f^t' ta 
aflitl at that folemnity ; but he begging to be excufed on ac- to J 
count of his age, they highly refented his refufal, and fent 
him a fecond Tetter, filled with menaces, which haftencd 
his death j for he died in the month of July of this year 
313. The two emperors, in this interview, enacted an 
edict iti favour of the Chriftians, which is related at length 

0 Eufeb. lib. ix. cap. 7. p. 35(3, 354, 3SS' P Idem ibid. p. 

35 3— 357* 1 Cod. Theodef. torn. p. 114; f Laft. Perf. 

cap. 45. p. 38. Via, epit. p. 545. Zof. lib. ii. p. 677. Anonym, p. 473. 

Vol. XIV. H by 
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by Eufebius Conftantine was foon obliged to leave Mi- 
lan, and h alien into Gaul to oppofe the Franks, who break- 
ing the treaty which they had made a few years before, 
were aflembling their forces with a defign to invade the Ro- 
man dominions. The emperor arrived while they were 
preparing to pafs the Rhine ; but finding they withdrew 
as he approached, he retired with his army, leaving a body 
of troops concealed among the woods at a fmall diftance 
from the river. The Franks no fooner heard of his de- 
parture, than they repafled the Rhine ; when the Romans, 
rifing unexpectedly out of their ambufcade, attacked them 
Overcomes before they could draw up their forces, cut great numbers 
the Franks, of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to repafs the river 
in the utmoft confufion. Conftantine, not allowing them 
time to recover themfelves from their confternation, entered 
their country, laid wafte their lands, burnt their habita- 
tions, and having taken an incredible number of captives, 
expofed them all to be devoured by the wild beafts in the 
(hews which he exhibited on account of his victory 1 (I). 
For this victory he aflumed the title of Francicus. Con- 
ftantine was u , in the months of November and December 
of this year, at Treves ; during which time the panegyric 
of the anonymous writer is thought to have been pronounc- 
ed in which the orator extols the victory which he had 
lately gained over Maxentius ; and in the concluMon of his 
fpeech addrefles himfelf to the great and only true God ; 
but at' the fame time plainly fhews, that he had not yet 
wholly renounced the fuperftitious ceremonies of the Gen- 
tiles. He obferves, that certain Barbarians, who inhabited 
a diftant country, had fubmitted to Conftantine ; but as to 
this particular there is a profound filence among hiftorians. 
He hefiow In the courfe of this year Conftantine granted great privileges 
great pri- t0 catholic churches in Africa, which province had fubmitted 
IL'derlf u P on ^ e news °* the death of Maxentius. Inarefcript addreff- 
and the* e ^ to Anulin us, whom he had appointed proconful of Africa, 
chureh. he commands him to exempt the clergy belonging to the 
catholic church, of which Caecilianus, biftiop of Carthage, 

• Eufeb. lib. x. cap. 5. p. %%%. t Valef. R«r. Franc, lib. i. 

p. 2 3 . 1 5. u Cod. Theod. Chronol. p. 7. w Panegyr. 6. 

(I) This feverity towards a writers of thofe times give him, 

perfidious and faithlefs enemy, is what we leave our readers to 

whom no ties could bind, is judge. Cruelty, even towards 

commended by his panegyrift ; an enemy, however treacher- 

but whether it anfwers the cha- ous, was not, at leaft, counte- 

ra&cr of a mild, generous, and nanced by the religion which 

beneficent prince, which all the he profeffed. 

was 
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was the, head, from all civil employments, that they migl^t 
not he diverted from the facred functions of their office. 
Nothing, fays he in that refcript, fpeaking of the clergy, 
will more contribute to the welfare of the ftate, than their 
applying themfelves wholly to the worfhip of God *. This 
ordinance was notified by Anulinus to Caecilianus, as ap- 
pears from his anfwer to Conftantine, dated the fifteenth of 
April of the year 313. As this exemption was granted 
only to the catholic clergy, the heretics, probably the Do- 
natifts, attempted to difturb them in the enjoyment of it ; 
a circum dance which obliged Conftantine to confirm the 
privileges he had granted them by a new edi£t, dated the 
twenty-firft of O&ober of this year. 

When Conftantine left Milan to oppofe the Franks, who 
threatened to invade Gaul, Licinius returned to Illyricum, 
where he was foon after attacked by Maxim in, who, taking War be* 
umbrage at his marrying the After of Conftantine, and jea- twee* Li- 
lous of the good underftanding chat fubfifted between thofe 
two princes, refolved to deftroy them, and to begin with 
Licinius, whofe ruin he hoped to compafs, while the other 
was employed in Gaul againft the Franks and Germans. 
"With this view, he haftily afiembled his forces ; and, leav- 
ing Syria, marched in the depth of winter into Bithynia ; 
and from thence palling into Thrace, befieged Byzantium, 
which, after having held out eleven days, was obliged to 
furrender. He attacked Heraclea next, which made a 
vigorous defence, but was in the end taken by ftorm. In 
the mean time, Licinius, having collected a body of forces, 
took the field, not with a defign to venture an engagement 
(for he had with him only thirty thoufand men, whereas 
Maximin's army was twice that number), but to ftop the 
progrefs of his conquefts. However, the two armies meet- 
ing between Heraclea and Adrianopolis, Licinius, if we 
may give credit to Laftantius was encouraged in a dream Licinius** 
to give the enemy battle, and aflured of victory, provided drtam #r 
he implored the afliftance of the true God by a prayer 
which was fuggefted to him in his fleep. Licinius remem- 
bered it when he awaked, dictated it to his fecretary, and 
caufed many copies of it to be diftributed among his fol- 
diers, whom he took care to acquaint with his vifion; 
which infpired them with frefh courage, and an eager de- 
fire of engaging the enemy, over whom they promifed 
themfelves certain viftory, fince Heaven had declared in 
their favour. This prayer is related at length by Laclan- 
tius. Licinius defigned to give battle on the firft of May, 

* Eufeb. lib, xx. cap. 6. p. 391. r La& Psrf. cap. 46. p. 39. 

Ha the 
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the day on which Maxim in ended the eighth year of his 
reign. But Maximin having drawn up his army in order of 
battle, on the laft day of April, Licinius could no longer 
decline the engagement. 

When the two armies were in prefence of one another, 
the officers and foldiers of Licinius, quitting their fhields 
and helmets, with their hands lifted up to heaven, repeated 
three times the above mentioned prayer. Afterwards the 
two princes had an interview ; but Maximin rejecting all 
terms, they parted, and ordered the fignal for battle to be 
He gains a given. Zofimus writes, that Licinius's men at firft gave 
complete ground, and retired ; but foon after returned to the charge, 
and obtained a victory 2 . But Lactantius and Eufebius * tell 
us, that the army of Maximin was put to flight at the very 
firft onfet, and purfued with great flaughter by the con- 
queror. Moft of his troops, elpecially the legions, were 
killed, and the reft, his guards not excepted, abandoning 
him, fubmitted to Licinius. Maximin himfelf, quitting 
his purple robes, fled in the difguile of a Have ; and crofT- 
ing the Bofporus, reached Nicomedia on the firft of May 
about fun-fet, having in the fpace of twenty-four hours 
travelled an hundred and fixty miles. He did not halt at 
Nicomedia ; but taking with him his wife and children, 
continued his flight into Cappadocia, where he refumed the 
purple, being joined by Tome troops that were marching 
from Syria to his afliftance. 

Licinius entering Bithynia a few days after the battle, 
was received in every place with the greateft demonftra- 
tions of joy, efpecially at Nicomedia, where he caufed fo- 
lemn thanks to be returned to the Almichty for the fuccefs 
with which he had blefled his arms ; and then ordered the 
edict, which had been enacted by him and Conftantine at 
Milan, in favour of the Chriftians, to be publifhed. Then 
he left Nicomedia, and purfuing Maximin, arrived at the 
ftreights of mount Taurus, where he had refolved to make 
a ftand ; but his courage failing him at the approach of the 
victorious army, he retired with precipitation to Tarfus, 
propofing to pais from thence into Egypt, and raife a new- 
army in that country. But diftrufting his troops, and ap- 
• prehending they defigned to deliver him up to Licinius, he 
refolved, fince he found no means of making his cfcape, to 
deftroy himfelf with poifon ; which however had not the 
difiemperof defired effect, but brought upon him a dreadful diftemper, 
Maximin. the unaccountable fymptoms of which arc defcribed at 
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length by Eufebius and Laclantius b , who afcribe it to di- 
vine vengeance. At length it put an end to his life at Tar- yr. of FI. 
fus in Cilicia, about the middle of Auguft, after he had *66i. 
reigned nine years with the title of Caefar, and five years A. D. 313. 
and fix months with that of Auguftus e . He left feveral u c * lo6, » 
children, whom he had created Caefars, as appears from ^ at ^ 
feveral ancient coins d ; but their names are not recorded by * * 
hiftorians. 

By his death, Licinius became matter of all the eaftern 
provinces ; fo that the whole empire was divided between 
him and Conftantine. Maximin was declared by the edi&s 
of the two furviving princes a public enemy. His ftatues 
were pulled down, his images defaced, his name was rafed 
out of all public inscriptions, and fuch monuments as had 
been erected to his honour, were levelled with the ground. 
His children and relations were fentenced to death, and jm fa 
publicly executed ; his wife was thrown into the Orontes friends, n~ 
at Antioch, and drowned; all his minifters and favourites ^'ons t and 
were involved in his ruin, and among the reft Culcianus, ^*7/*2aM 
who had put a great number of Chnftians to death in *j Licinius. 
Egypt; Firmilianus, who had fignalized his hatred againft 
them in Paleftine ; and Peuceces, whom the tyrant had 
favoured above the reft, and created three times conful. 
Licinius caufed likewife a celebrated magician, named 
Theotechnes, and all his aflbciates, to be publicly executed 
at Antioch, after having obliged them to difcover the im- 
poftures, with which they had led aftray the ignorant po- 
pulace, and excited againft the Chriftians e . Candidianus, 
the fon of Galerius, being introduced to Licinius at Nico- 
media, was received with great demonftrations of kindnefs, 
and treated for fome time in a manner fuitableto his rank; 
but when he thought himfelf fafe, he was, by order of Li- 
cinius, murdered with Severianus, the fon of Severus. 
V aleria, the daughter of Dioclcfian, and widow of Gale- 
rius, who had adopted Candidianus, was no fooner inform- 
ed of his death, than {he withdrew from Antioch with ner 
mother Prifca, and wandered about in difguife, and uodif- 
covered, for the fpace of fifteen months; but being at 
laft difcovered at Theffalonica, fhe was feized, and by Li- 
cinius^ order publicly executed with her mother, and both Tkt dtath 
their bodies thrown into the fea f . Thus were the families o/raleri* 
of Dioclefian, Galerius, and Maximin, entirely cut off and **d*rijt*> 
exterminated. 

b Eufeb. lib. ix. cap. 10. p. 361. e Chron. Alex. p. 456. 

d Norris de Licin. cap. ». p. 48. « Eufeb. lib, ix. cap. 11. 

p. 366, 367. $ de Pall. cap. 18, p. 34s. f Eufeb. cap. 50, 51. 
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The next confuls were Rufius Volufianus the fecond 
time, and Annianus. Conftantine patted the firft months 
of this year at Treves, as appears from the dates of feveral 
laws By one, which was publifhed at Rome on the 
twenty-fourth of April, he declared all thofe free who had 
been condemned to flavery by Maxentius, commanding, 
under the fevered penalties, thofe who held them in capti- 
vity to reftore them forthwith to their ancient liberty. From 
Treves the emperor paffed to Aries, where he ordered a 
general council of all the bifhops of the Weft to meet, in 
order to fupprefs the Donatifts, who had raifed great di- 
fturbances in the church h . He was obliged to leave Gaul 
War hi- before the bifhops met, a war breaking out between him 
t-tvienCon* and Licinius, of which hiftorians give us but a confufed 
account, fome charging Licinius as the author of it, and 
others blaming Conftantine. The anonymous writer, whom 
we have often quoted, condemns Licinius. According to 
him, Conftantine had married his fifter Annftafia to Baflia- 
nus, whom he deiigned to create Caefar, and appoint go- 
vernor of Italy ; but unwilling to take this ftep without the 
approbation of Licinius, he difpatched Conftantius, to ac- 
quaint him with his deCgn and obtain his confent. But 
having difcovered, at the lame time, that Licinius attempted 
to ftir up Baflianus againft him by means of Senecio, the 
brother of Baflianus, he upbraided Licinius with treachery, 
and infifted upon his* delivering up Senecio, who had taken 
refuge in his court. 

Licinius was fo far from complying with his requeft, that 
he caufed his ftatues to be pulled down in iEmona, a city 
•of Upper Pan nonia. Conftantine, thus provoked, having 
fpeedily affembled a body of twenty thouland men, march- 
ed into Illyricum, hoping to furprife Licinius. But he 
found him already in the field, with an army far more 
numerous than his own. However, he advanced into Pan- 
nonia ; and the two armies meeting in the neighbourhood 
tiemitis or Cibaldj, an engagement enfued, in which Licinius was 
defeated in defeated, with the lofs of twenty thoufand of his befl 
fannoma \ droops. It appears from Zofimus, who relates the moft 
* minute particulars of this battle, that it was fought on the 
eighth of Oclober 314 *. Licinius fled to Sirmium, and 
from thence, with his wife, his children, and treafures, 
into Dacia, where he raifed Valerts, one of his officers, to 
the dignity of Csefar. From Dacia he pafled into Thrace, 

- 

% Cod. Theodof. Chronol. p. 8, 9. * Concil. torn. i. p. 14.31. 

t Anonym, p 473. Zof. lib. i. p. 678. Eutrop- p. 588. Eufeb. 
p. 210. Vift. Epic. p. 543. 
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and aflembled a fecond army, more numerous and power- 
ful than the former. In the mean time, Conftantine made 
himfelf mailer of Cibalae and Sirmium ; and having caufed 
the bridge over the Save to be repaired, which Licinius had 
ordered to be broken down, he .purfued the •nemy into 
Thrace. Upon his arrival at Philippppolis, he met a de- 
putation from Licinius, with propofals for an accommoda- 
tion ; but Conftantine infilling upon his depofing Valens, 
and Licinius obftinately refufing to comply with that 
article, a fecond battle was fought in the plains of Mardia and in 
in Thrace, which continued from morning to night, when Thrace* 
both armies retired, according to Zofimus, without any 
confiderable advantage on either fide. Aurelius Victor, 
and the anonymous author of Conftantine'* life, write, that 
Conftantine would have, gained a complete victory, had not 
night intervening, faved Licinius's army from utter de- 
ftru&ion. 

Next day Licinius fent Meftrianus, who is ftyled Comes 
or Count to Conftantine, to negociate a peace, which was 
concluded upon the following terms : 1. That Valens mould Tke or- 
be forthwith depofed, and reduced to his former condition, titles •/ 
2. That Syria, Egypt, Libya, Afia, Thrace, Mccfia, and the thtir a ~ 
lefier Scythia, (hould remain in the pofleffion of Licinius ; S riimenL 
but that Illyricum, Dardania, Macedon, Greece, and Mcefia, 
(hould be yielded to Conftantine. Mcefia is named in both 
divifions, there being then two provinces of that name, one, 
known at prefent by the name of Servia, belonging to Il- 
lyricum, and the other, now Bulgaria, to Thrace. Peace 
being concluded, the two emperors entered the following 
year, 315, on their fourth confulfhip. Conftantine, as ap- 
pears from the dates of feveral laws, pafled the greateft part 
of this year in Illyricum and Greece, which had been ceded 
to him by the late treaty. From Illyricum he went to Aqui- 
leia, and from thence to Rome, where he was, on the 
twenty-fifth of Auguft, and the thirteenth of September, as 
appears from a law addrefled to Probinus, or rather Pro- 
bianus, proconful of Africa, and from an edid to the 
people of Rome k . On the eighteenth of October, he was 
at NaifTus in Dacia ; for the law bears that date, which he 
publilhed there, forbidding, under pain of being burnt 
alive, the Tews, and their patriarchs, to mole it fuch as 
fhould abandon their feet to embrace the true religion, and 
inflicting fevere punifhments on thofe who fhould embrace 
the Jewifti faith. Conftantine pafled almoft the whole year 
emitting in Gaul ; for on the eleventh of January he was at 

* Theod. Chronol. p. 10. 
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Treves, on the fourteenth of May at Vienne in Dauphiny, 
and on the thirteenth of Auguft at Aries, where his wife 
Faujlade* Faufta was delivered of a fon, whom fome take to be f on- 
frvered of ftantinc his eldeft fon, and others to be his youngeft fon 
a fon at Conftans. In the month of October of this year, the em- 
peror, being at Milan, heard the complaints of the Dona- 
tio 1 s againft Caecilianus bifhop of Carthage 1 i and on the 
fourth of December at Sardica, where he enacted a law, 
commanding perfons even of the greateft diftin£tion, when 
guilty of rapes, extortions, or other enormous crimes, to 
be tried by the governors of the provinces, and executed, 
without being allowed to appeal to the governor of Rome, 
or the emperor. This feverity was judged neceflary to check 
the infolence of the nobility, who opprefied the people in 
a moll tyrannical manner, efpecially in the remote pro- 
vinces. 

Yr. of Fl. In the following year Conftantine and Licinius agreed to 
4665. create three Cxfars, namely, Crifpus and Conftantine, the 
U c \ol 7 ' ^ ons °^ cm P cror Conftantine, and Licinius or Licinia- 
' nus, the fon of Licinius by Conftantia, the filter of Con- 
Cnfpus, ftantine. This promotion was made, according to the beft 
Caftan- chronologers, on the firft of Match, and was afterwards 
tine, and notified to the armies, and publifhed in all the cities of the 
y °inius Lt ' empire 011 . The fon of Licinius is ftyled on the ancient 
created • coins Valerius Licinianus Licinius, and alfo Liciniu6 the 
Cafars. Younger, and was but an infant twenty months old, when 
raifed to the dignity of Caefar 0 . Crifpus, Conftantme's fon 
by his firft wife, was born, according to fome, in the year 
300, according to others in 296, fo that he was at this time 
in the feventeenth or twenty-firft year of his age °. Con- 
ftantine had committed the care of his education to the ce- 
lebrated Ladtantius, a perfon equally capable of inftru&ing 
him in the fciences, and infpiring him with fentiments of 
piety. Eufebius ftyles him " an excellent prince, a prince 
beloved of Heaven, a fon in no refpedt inferior to h|s fa- 
ther p." He is called in the ancient inferiptions Flavius 
Conftantius Valerius Julius Crifpus This year was born, according 
horn* to the common opinion, on the feventh, or as others main- 
tain, on the thirteenth of Auguft in Illyricum, and accord- 
ing to fome in the city of Sirmium,, Conftantius, Conftan- 
tine's fecond fon, by Faufta, the filter of Maxentius r . Con- 
ftantine fpent the following year, when Licinius was conful 

1 Cod. Tbcod. Chronol. p. 13. « Anonym, p. 474. Zof. lib. ii. 
p. 679. Hicr. Chron. Liban. Orat. iii. p. in. n Vict. Efut. 

p. 543. 9 Zof. p. 679. Panegyr. 7. p. 177. P Eufeb. lib.x. 
cap. 9. p. 198. q Goltz. p. 129. r Cod. Thcodof. Chronol. 
p. 13. Du Cange Bvzant. Famil, p. 47. 
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the fifth time with Crifpus, partly in Illyricum, and partly 
in the neighbourhood of Rome, and revived the ancient Ro- 
man law againft parricides, which had been abrogated by 
Pompey the Great, comprehending under the name of par- 
ricide the murder, not only of a father and mother, but 
likewife of a fon. 

Conftantine paffed this and the three following years in 
Illyricum ; and by feveral laws, addrefled to the governors 
of Rome, and to the Roman people, endeavoured to reform 
many abufes which had long prevailed in the metropolis of 
the empire. By one of thefe laws, publiftied at Rome on taws a- 
the firft of February, he allows the Pagans to confult the £ at »fi t/te 
arufpices, that is, thofe who pretended to foretel events aru JP utSm 
from the entrails of victims ; but forbids the arufpices, as 
well as the other Pagan priefts, to enter the houfes of pri- 
vate perfons, though their friends or relations, upon pain 
of being burnt alive : fuch as received them were by this 
law to forfeit their eftates, and be baniftied for life ; the in- 
formers were not to be punifhed in this, as in other cafes, 
but amply rewarded for their zeal. The intention of this 
law was to prevent ail private Sacrifices and confultations. 
By another law, dated the feventeenth of December, he 
commands thofe, who (hall confult the arufpices, or other 
diviners, to fend their anfwers to his fecretary. 

Next year, he abrogated the Papian, and all other laws Conftatttint 
againft celibacy ; but fuffered thofe who had children to en- revokes tht 
joy the privileges granted by thofe laws He annulled an- £3«Lr 
other law, impowering the creditors to feize on the eftates fa^s am 
and effects of their debtors ; and at the fame time declared, gainft celt- 
that fuch as had forfeited their eftates, might redeem them bocy. 
by paving the funis they owed. By an edict dated the firft 
of Feoruary, he forbids the officers of the revenue to punifti 
with rods, or confine to the public prifons, thofe who ne- 
glected to pay the common taxes ; but orders them to be 
fecured in places where every perfon might fee and vifit 
them. This law muft have been unknown to Zofimus, who 
tells us, that fcourges, and all forts of torments, were ufed 
by the officers of Conftantine in exacting what was due to 
the treafury l . Two other laws were enacted by Con- 
ftantine this year, one forbidding married men to keep con- 
cubines, and the other commanding all judges to difpatch 
the caufes of criminals, and thegoalers to treat them, how- i^ anus tn 
ever guilty, with humanity, to keep them in open and favour of 
ivholefome places, and not to confine them, at leaft in the pnjt 
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day-time, to dungeons : he declares fuch as mail by ill 
ufage extort money from their prifoners, guilty of death j 
and threatens with his indignation the magistrates who (hall 
wink at fuch di (orders. This year Crifpus gained a victory 
over the Franks, the particulars of which are not mentioned 
in hiftory : Nazarius in his panegyric only tells us, that he 
vanquiftied the Franks, granted them a peace, and then re* 
turned to his father 11 . 

In the following year, when Crifpus and Conftantine, the 
-emperor's two fons, were conftils, Conftantine publiftied an 
mndfor -edi& on the feventh of March, forbidding all manner of 
Heping work on Sundays w . The following year, 322, Petronhis 
holy Sun- Probianus and Anicius Julianus being confuls, Conftantine 
* a y u gained a ^reat "victory over the Sarmatians*. Optatianus 
ConfiaMtint writes, that they were defeated in feveral engagementsrwith 
defeats the the Carpi and the Get as. Thefe battles were fought, accord- 
Sarma- ing to that writer, at Campona, Marga, and Bononia, all 
****** three cities of Illyricura on the Danube, the 6rft in Pan- 
nonia or Valeria, near the prefent city of Buda, and the 
other two in Upper Maefia. Raufi modes king of the Sar- 
matians had, as we read in ZoGmus, beGcged a city, which 
he does not name 5 but Conftantine, marching to the re- 
lief of the place, put the enemy to flight, and having 
obliged thofe who had made their efcape to repafs the Da- 
nube, purfued them crofs that river, defeated them a 
fecond time with great flaughter, their king being among 
the flatn, and returned with an incredible number of cap- 
tives. Eufebius does not fpeak of this vi&ory in particu- 
lar; but tells us in general terms, that Heaven rewarded 
the emperor's zeal for the propagation Of the gofpel with 
many victories over the different tribes of Barbarians 7 * The 
Sarmatian games, which were yearly celebrated about the 
latter end of November, probably took their rife from this 
victory. 

Conftantine, after his victory over the Barbarians, march- 
ed with his army to Theflalonica ; but while he was bufied 
there, in making a port, the Goths, not with (landing their 
late defeat, entered Thrace and Mcefia, committing every- 
where dreadful ravages. The emperor marched againft them 
with incredible expedition; and having gained a complete 
andtht victory over them, purfued them with great daughter into 
Goths. the dominions of Licinius ; a ftep which that prince highly 
refenting, complained of it as an open breach of the treaties 

1 Panegyr. 7. p. 177. w Eufeb. Vit. Con ft. lib iv. cap. iS. 

p. 514. * Cod. Theodof. CbronoL p. »i. Zof. lib. ii. p. 680. 

y Eufeb. Vit. Conft. p. 4.31. 
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fubufting between them. Conftantine endeavoured to ap- 
pcafe him ; but as Licinius, diflatisfied with the late parti- 
tion of the empire, waited only a plaufible pretence to break 
with Conftantine, after feveral embaffies and unfuccefsful 
negotiations, both princes began to prepare for war. Con- jp^ ^ 
ftantine difpatched exprefles into all the provinces, ordering twm Com* 
his troops to join him in lUyricum without delay*. He was fi&*t'**f 
ftill at Sirraium on the twenty-fifth of May, and a few days a * d Lici * 
after at ThefTalonica, whence he marched into Thrace, and 9UU ' 
found Licinius encamped on the banks of the Hebrus, in the 
neighbourhood of Adrianople. The ttfo armies continued 
fome days encamped oppofite each other, being parted by 
the river. Conftantine intended to throw a bridge over the 
Hebrus ; but in the mean time having difcovered a ford at 
fome di fiance, he pafled it with twelve horfemen, who be- 
ing followed by a few more, kept the enemy in play, till the 
whole army crofled the river. Both princes drew up their 
forces in order of battle, and prepared for the enfuing en- 
gagement, which was likely to prove decifive. Eufebius 
writes, that Licinius, the author of the war, gave the fighal 
for the onfet ; and that Conftantine, having firft with a 
fervent prayer, invoked the Almighty, and given for the 
parole God our Saviour, ordered the crofs, in which he 
confided more than in the number and bravery of his fol- 
diers, to be difpkyed at the head of his army. His confi- 
dence, fays the fame writer, was not ill-grounded; for 
victory attended the royal banner where-ever it appeared b . 
Conftantine's troops behaved with incredible bravery, ani- 
mated by the example of their leader, who, though he ex- 
pofed himfelf to the greateft danger, efcaped only with a 
flight wound in the thigh. Thirty-three thoufand of the 
enemy were killed upon the fpot ; and the reft, though ad- 
vantageoufly pofted upon a rifing ground, obliged to fecure Yr. of Fl. 
themfelves f>y a precipitate and dijprderly flight. Licinius *6jt, 
efcaped in the night, with the forces he could rally, to By- ft'P' 31 J " 
zantium ; and next morning thofe that had remained in the * * IP7 '* 
neighbourhood of Adrianople, fubmitted to Conftantine, Licinius 
who, tranfported with joy for fo fignal a victory, grant- entirely Je- 
ed a difcharge to many of his veterans 6 . This memorable ftaudai 
battle was fought on the third of July of the year 323. Adf ]f' 

As Licinius had fled to Byzantium, Conftantine purfued no * 
him thither without lofs of time, ordering his fleet, com- 
manded by his fon Crifpus, to proceed to the fame place. 
Crifpus immediately put to fea, and failing along the coafts 

— 

« Anoym. p. 474. • Cod. Thcod. p. ij. h Euefeb. Vit. 
Conft. lib. ii. cap. 3. & 6. p. 445, 447. c Zof. lib. ii. p. 681. 

of 



Digitized by GoogI 



io8 The Roman Hiftory. 

0 

of Macedon and Thrace, entered the ftreights of Gallipoli, 
where the enemy's fleet, confiding of two hundred veflels, 
under the command of Abantus, or, as others call him, 
Amandus, waited for him. As the place was very narrow, 
Crifpus refolved to engage him only with eighty of his beft 
fliips. Victory was long doubtful, both fleets 6ghting with 
great obftinacy and refolution ; but in the end the enemy 
being Incumbered by a number of their (hips running foul 
of one another, were totally defeated, with the lofs of five 
And Ut thoufand men, and one hundred and thirty {hips. Aman- 
ftttt by dus, the enemy's admiral, with the utmoft difficulty efcaped 
afhore d . Zofimus, who defcribes all the particulars of this 
freights of Dart ^ c > tc ^ s us > tnat cven tnc winds fought for Conftantine, 
GalhpQk, m order to render the victory of the fon by fea no lefs glo- 
rious than that of the father had been by land. Crifpus 
himfelf haftened to his father with the joyful tidings of the 
defeat of the enemy's fleet, and was received with the moft 
tender expreffions of paternal affection and efteem. Con- 
ftantine had already laid fiege to Byzantium, after having 
gained fome farther advantages over the enemy ; but before 
his fleet arrived, Licinius had efcaped by fea, and taking 
with him the flower of his troops, and his treafures, pafled 
the ftreights, and taken refuge in Chalcedon, with a defign 
to raife a new army in Afia. 
Licinius J n that city he preferred to the dignity of Gefar M. Mar- 
'bUrtinia' ** imanu8 » tnc chief officer of his houfhold, and difpatched 
nusCttfar. him with a confiderable force to Lampfacus, to make head 
a^ainft Conftantine, (houK! he attempt to enter the.Helle- 
fpont e . Conftantine, leaving Byzantium, embarked his 
troops, and crofled over into Afia, landed in the neighbour- 
hood of Chalcedon ; and finding Licinius encamped on a 
riling ground near that city with a numerous army, which 
he had levied with incredible expedition, he began to pre- 
An agree- pare for a fecond engagement : but in the mean time de- 
mentbe- puties arriving from Licinius, with propofals for an accom- 
1 cinius and mo ^ at ^ on » Conftantine complied with the terms they of- 
Conflan- fered, which were, fays Eufcbius f , no lefs advantageous to 
ttne, Licinius, than to the whole empire. This agreement 

nvhUh is . was fhort-lived ; for Conftantine being foon after informed, 
£ro^ ff by tnat Licinius was afiembling forces from all parts, and had 
ejormer. even invited the Barbarians to join him, advanced to Chal- 
cedon, with a defign to inveft the place, and oblige Lici- 
nius to comply with the terms of their agreement: but as 
he approached Chryopolis, a port of Chalcedon, he was 

d Zof. lib. ii. p. 68 1, 68t. Anonym, p. 47c. e z 0 f. p. 683. 

Anonym* p. 4.-5. f Eufcb. Vit. Conft. lib. ii. cap. 15. p. 451. 

there, 
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there, to his great furprize, oppofed by Licinius at the head 
of a very numerous army. Conftantine drew up his men ; 
but, unwilling to break the treaty, waited till the fignal was 
given by the enemy ; which was no {boner done than he Licinius 
attacked them with fuch resolution and intrepidity, that utttrly dt- 
they immediately gave way, and fled in the utmoft confu- J eaig ^ 
fion. In this battle Licinius loft, according to the anony- 
mous writer of Gonftantine's life, twenty-five thoufand 
men s ; but, according to Zofimus, above a hundred thou- 
fand h . It was fought on the eighteenth of September ; 
and a few days after the cities of Byzantium and Chalcedon 
opened their gates to the conqueror. Licinius fled to Ni- 
comcr'ia, whither Conftantine purfued him, and immedi- 
ately inveftcd the place ; but, on the fecond day of the 
fiege, his filler Conftantia intrcating him, in a flood of 
tears, by the tendernefs he had ever fliewn for her, to par* 
don her hufband, and grant him at leaft his life, he was 
prevailed upon to comply with her requeft. Next day u t fuhmits 
Licinius, finding no means of making his efcape, prefented to Conftan* 
himfelf before the conqueror, and throwing himfelf at his tint. 
feet, refigned the purple, and the other enfigns of fove- 
reignty. Conftantine received him with great demonftra- 
tions of kindnefs, entertained him at his table, and after- 
wards fent him toTheflalonica, affuring him, that he fhould 
live unmolefted, as long as he mould forbear raifing new 
diftutbances l . However, as he was foon after ftrangled He is by his 
by Conftantine's order, who likewife degraded his fon Li- order put 
cinius from the dignity of Csefai, and in the fequel, caufed t0 
him to be put to death. Licinius had been created emperor 
on the eleventh of November 307, and confequently had 
reigned near fixteen years. For this victory Conftantine, 
and after him his fon, and feveral of his fucceflbrs, afiumed 
the title of Victorious, which we find ftill prefixed to fome 
of his letters 1 . Not long after the defeat of Licinius, he 
advanced Conftans, at that time his third fon, and fix years 
old, to the dignity of Csefar. 

Conftantine, now mafter of all the eaftern provinces, 
made it his principal ftudy to eftablifti the worlhip of the 
true God, and to abolifli all remains of idolatry. He pub- 
limed two edicts, whereof both Greek and Latin copies 
were fent into all the provinces of the empire, figned with 
the emperor's own hand, and addrefled, the one a to the 
churches of God," the other, " to the people of each pro- 
vince." By thefe edicts, he reinftates in their former con- 

t Anonym, p.475. h Zof. lib. ii. p. 683. Ubid. p 684. 
Vift. Epit. p. 343. * Eufcb. Vit. Conft. p, 451. Optat. p. 284, 
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ConJ1**ti** dition alt who, on account of their religion, had been 
orders demned to exile, to the mines, or any other punifhment j 
whatever orders their goods and e dates to be immediately reftored 
had been tQ t h em> or l0 their heirs j allows fuch as had been deprived 
the °f their military employments to refume them, if they' 

churches, pleafed \ and the commands of the officers of the revenue, 
&e. to be as well as private perfons, of what rank or condition fo- 
rt / /toreiito ever, to deliver up to the churches, upon the publication 
of the edi£t, without waiting the fentence of the magi- 
flrates, what houfes, tenements, gardens, or orchards, had 
ever belonged to them ; but more efpecially the places 
where the holy martyrs had been interred. He threatens 
with his indignation all who (hall not yield immediate obe- 
dience to this ordinance, which, he fays, comprifes thofe 
too who may have purchafed fuch lands, houfes, &c- of the 
emperor, or received them as a prefent or reward for their 
He ena&s paft fervices. Thefe, however, he encourages to depend 
frueral upon , his generofity ; but requires of them, as well as of 
edlSs a ~ the reft, an immediate compliance with his edicl. Thefe 
Kwfjblp? ordinances were followed by others, forbidding Sacrifices to 
Tng if idols, the confecrating of any new idol, and the confulting, 
iddu either in public or in private, the arufpices, foothfayers, and 
oracles. 

He had no fooner caufed thefe laws to be publifhed, than 
he enacted another, ordering the churches, which had been 
deftroyed during the persecution, to be rebuilt at his own 
expence, injoining his receivers in the different provinces to 
furnifh the neceflary fums for that purpofe; and thofe 
whom he appointed to furvey fuch buildings, to take care 
that they were capable of containing all the inhabitants. 
He wrote upon the fame fubject to all the metropolitan 
bilhops, ftyling them his Beloved Brethren, and among the 
reft to Eufebius of Caefarea,who inferts his. letter at length 1 . 
Not long after, he publiftied an edi& drawn up by himfelf, 
and addrefled to ail the people of the empire; wnerein he 
exhorts them to renounce their ancient fuperftition, to 
adore but one God, the Creator of the univerfe, and to 
place all their hopes in Jefus Chrift. This edi& is quoted 
by Eufebius, who tranflated it out of the original Latin into 
Orders tht Greek; Conftantine, not thinking it at prefent advifeable 
templet to to pull down the temples of the idols, ordered them to be 
be jbuu (j, ut U p m a n t he places where that ftep might be taken 
without tumults and bloodwed 5 to be dripped of their 
riches and ornaments, and even of their idols; and all the 
lands, houfes, and revenues belonging to them, to be ap- 

' Eufeb. Vit. Conft, lib, u. cap. 44, 45. p. 464, 465, 

plied 
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plied to pious ufcs. In confequence of this ordinance, the 
Pythian and Sminthian Apollo, the tripod of Delphos, the 
Mules of Helicon, the famous Pan, whom all the cities of 
Greece had confecrated after the Perfian war, and what- 
ever antiquity had, for many ages revered and adored, 
' were publicly dragged through the ftreets, and either daflied 
in pieces, or made ufe of as mafter-pieces of art to adorn 
the fquares, villas, palaces, and public galleries m . From 
the feveral laws enacted this and the following year 324, 
when the emperor's two fons, Crifpus and Conftantine, 
were confuls, it appears, that Conftantine continued in the 
Eaft, refiding, in general, at Nicomedia, 

Next year, Paulinus and Julianus being confuls, the em- Yr. of FI. 
peror, to fupprefs the difturbances and divifions that rent 2673. 
the church, affembled the famous council of Nice, at £\P* 3*5- 
which he ajfifted in perfon, and afterwards condemned to ' ' '* 73 ' 
baniihment the herefiarch Arius, with Eufebius of Nico- Affemble$m- 
media, Theognis of Nice, and feveral others, who could council at 
not be prevailed upon to renounce his tenets. On the Nict* 
twenty-fifth of July, the (emperor folemnized, with extra- 
ordinary pomp and magnificence, the twentieth year of his 
reign, and on that occafion made a grand entertainment in 
bis palace, to which he invited all the bifhops of the coun- 
cil, treated them with the utmoft refpeft, made them fe- 
veral prefents, and caufed large fums to diftributed among 
the poor, difpatching at the fame time orders to all the go- 
vernors of provinces to fupply the facred virgins, widows, 
and ecclefiaftics, in each city of their respective diftritts 
with a certain quantity of corn yearly n . Conftantine pafled 
this year partly at Nice, partly at Nicomedia, as appears 
from the dates of feveral laws. By one publiihed at Nico- 
media on the feventeenth of October, and addrefled to all 
the fubjects of the empire, he encourages thofe who had H* ^fjt 
been, or mould be opprefled, or any ways injured, by his ^f e rj f ^ s 
minifters, counfellors, governors of provinces or cities, to t9 r £Jjr tt 
apply to him for redrefs, afluring them, that they would 
be well received, and amply rewarded, for undeceiving him,, 
Gnce be wiftied to employ none but men of integrity. In 
the beginning of November, he enacted another law, for- 
bidding, throughout the whole empire, the combats of gla- 
diators; and ordering, that criminals, inftead of being 
obliged to fight in the arena, ihould, for the future, be con- 
demned to work in the mines 0 . 

m Sozora. p. 449. n Eufeb. p, 491. 0 Cod. Thcodof. 

tit. 5. p. 397. 
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In the following year Conftantine entered upon his fe*- 
venth confullhip, taking his third Ton Conftans for his col- 
league. He pafled the winter in Thrace andlllyricum. From 
thence he went to Milan, and from Milan to Rome, where 
he was on the eighth of July ; but he did not ftay long in 
that metropolis p (K). He left the city, highly diflatisfied 
with the difrefpe&ful behaviour of the Roman people, by 
whom he was itigmarized and reviled, and never afterwards 
returned to that city''. But the moft remarkable event of 
this year was the death of his eldeft fon Crifpus. The em- 
prefs Faufta, jealous of the reputation he had acquired, and 
enraged to fee him preferred to her own children, falfly ac- 
cufed him of having folicited her to incefl. Some aflert, 
that (he charged him with afpiring to the fovereignty. Be 
that as it may, Conftantine, hearkening to the accufation, 
and acting contrary to all laws of juftice and equity, with- 
out examining an accufation of fuch importance, without 
giving the accufed prince an opportunity to clear himfelf* 
He puts his ordered him to be put to death. Some relate, that he was 
Jon Crifpus difp a fched with poifon ; others, that by the emperor's or- 
to dtath j < j crs k ea( j was fl. ruc k 0 ff # n c was> acC p r ding to the 

moft probable opinion, executed at Pola in Iftria, on the 
firft of March, being then in the thirtieth, or, as others al- 
lege, only in the twenty-fifth year of his age. He was a 
prince of extraordinary endowments, had fignalized himfelf 
in a very eminent manner againft the Franks, and in the 
v war with Licinius, and was univerfally beloved by the peo- 
ple and foldiery, on account of his bravery, his obliging be- 
haviour to perfons of all ranks, his generofity, and other 
princely qualities. 
gmdlih- The death of Crifpus was followed by that of young Li- 
tvife his cinius, Conftantine's nephew, at that time in the twelfth 

aephtw 

p Cod. Theodof. Chronol. p. 1%. 9 Liban. Orat. xv 



Licinius, 
and his 
<wifefau* P-4>* 
fa. 



(K) Zofimus, a declared ene- averfion which the Romans, 

my to Conftantine, relates, that teftified, induced him to tranf- 

the whole Roman people loaded fcr the feat of the empire to 

him with reproaches and curfes, Byzantium ( i ). Ltbanius tells 

for having abandoned the reli- us, that he bore with great pa- 

gion of his anceftors, and pro- tience the (atires and lampoons 

moted, with great zeal, the that were daily publifhed a- 

worwip of an unknown God ; gainft him during his flay at 

and adds, that the difrefpeel and Rome. 

year 
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year of his age r . St. Jerom ftyles thefe executions the ef- 
fect of wanton cruelty. Faufta did not long furvive her 
fon^in-Iaw ; for, being this very year convicted of having 
accufed him falfly, and of having proftituted her honour to 
perfonsof the meaneft rank, Conftantine ordered her to be 
furTocated with the fteam of a hot bath*. With Faufta 
many perfons of diftinction, fuppofed to have been acceflfory 
to her crimes, were condemned, and either privately dif- 
patched with poifon, or publicly executed 1 (L). 

This horrid cruelty and injuftice in Conftantine drew His cruelty 
down upon his family divine vengeance; for his brothers, andinjuf* 
his nephews, and his favourite minifters, were, foon after ttc Jf H ^ m 
his death, all mafiacred by Conftantius, his fecond fon by e ^ ej f a " 
Faufta, whom he loved and indulged above the reft. Con- 
ftantine, his el deft fon, was killed by Conftans the youngeft, 
Conftans by Magnentius, Gaflus their coufin by Conftan- 
tius, and Conftantius by Julian, the brother of Gallus. Ju- 
lian perifhed in a moft miferable manner, and in him ended 
the numerous family of Conftantine, which, every one 
expected, would have furnifhed the empire with princes for 
many ages, the emperor having three brothers, four fons, 
feveral fitters and daughters, and nine nephews *. Con- 
ftantine appears to have fpeht the following year 327, when 
Conftantius and Maximus were confuls, in Illyricum and 
Thrace ; for, on the twenty-feventh of February he was at 
Theflalonica, on the eighteenth of May at Sardica, and at 
Heraclea on the fifth of Auguft About this time, the 
emprefs Helena is faid to have found out the fepulchre and 
crofs of our Saviour, a difcovery which induced Conftan- 
tine to build at Jerufalem the famous church of the refur- 
rection. The pious princefs died foon after, in the arms of Tfie sor- 
rier fon, who caufed her body to be conveyed with great P re f s 
pomp to Rome, and interred in the burying-place of the na tts * 
emperors*. To honour her memory, he beftowed the- 
name of Helenopolis on a city of Paieftine and that of 
Helenopontus on a part of the £uxine fea * ; and erecled a 

r Zof. lib. ii. p. 685. Aur Vie>. p 527. Ammian. lib. xiv. p. 29. 
Eurrop. p. 588. « Vidl. Epit. Philoftorg. Hift. Ecclel.470. 

c Eutrop. p. 588. 0 Julian, ad Athen. p. 497,498. * Cod. 
Theod. p. 29. * Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. iii. cap. 47. p. 506, 

y Sozom. lib. ii. cap. 1. p. 443. 2 Cod. Juft. p. 235. 

1 

(L) Eufebius, well apprifed the cenfure of having tranf- 
that nothing could be alleged to grefled the known laws of hif- 
excufe Conftantine, therefore tory, than to tfcke upon him the 
takes no notice of thofe execu- juftifyingof facts, which all the 
tions, choofing rather to incur world but too juftly condemned. 

Vol. XIV. I ftatue 
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(latue to her honour at Daphne near Antioch. From thfi 
(latue, the ftreet in which it flood took the name of 
Auguftal. 

In the following year, Januariua and Juftus being con- 
fuls, Conftantine was on the firft of March at Nicomedia, 
and on the thirteenth of July at a place in Mcefia called 
Oifcos and Efcos i whence fome conjecture, that he was 
waging war with the Barbarians in thole parts : and indeed 
we read in the chronicle of Alexandria % that this year the 
emperor patted the Danube feveral times, and that he even 
conftru&ed a bridge over that river. According to the 
chronicle of Alexandria, he founded this year the city of 
Conftantinople t but, according to others, on the twehty- 
Theempt' fixth of September of the following year 329. Notwith* 
ror recalt landing his zeal for the catholic faith, he recalled from 
ni/bmtnt ^niflwnen* the two bifhops Eufcbius and Theognis, great 
vLo Arian fticklers for the doctrine of Arius, and (offered them to 
bijbops. gain a great afcendant over him. Next year, Conftantine 
took upon him his eighth confulfliip, having his elded fon, 
the fourth time conful, for his colleague b . 
Tr. of FI. The following year, 330, when Gallicanus and Symma- 
•678. cbus were confuls, is remarkable for the dedication of the 
V c iW c * l 1 °* Conftantinople, the greateft of all Conftantine's 
* works. Authors are divided in their opinions, with refpect 

Confiantitu *° the motives that prompted the emperor to undertake the 
undertakes building of that city (M). The firft place he chofe for the 
the build- fituation of it, was between Troas and ancient Ilium, on 
iug of a the coa ft Q £ . afterwards changing his mind, upon 



tut ytutt f iJ tfl • 

xanuum , 



aty ' a vifion which he had, or imagined to have had, he rc- 
H$ en- foived to enlarge the ancient city of Byzantium, and make 

Zy'ofBy- * tllC fCCOnd > OF » if h 5 C ° Uld > th<5 fi ™ ° f thC Cm P irC j N )- 

He began with extending the walls of the ancient city from 
fea to fea. While fome of the workmen were bufied in 
rearing them, others were employed in railing a great num- 

"Chron* Alcxand. p* (6a. b Cod* Tbeodof. Cbronol. p. 30* 31- 
& lib. xi. tit. 30. leg. 15. p. %%6, 237. 

(M) Zofimus writes, that he much dwelt on by the modern 
did it out of hatred to the Ro- Greek and Latin writers (2) ; 
mans, finding himfelf fcorned and Conftantine himfelf, in one 
and tnfulted for having em- of his laws, declares, that, in 
braced and introduced a new re- the choice of the place, he fol- 
ligion { 1) . lowed the ditcclions of Heaven 

(N) This pretended vifion is (3). 

(1) Zof. lib. ii. p. 686. (*) Vide Du Cange Urb. Conftantinop. 
Defcript. lib. L p. »3, &c. (3) Cod. Theod, tit. 5. p. 64. 

bcr 
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feer of ftately buildings, and, among the reft, a palace equal 
in magnificence and extent to that of Rome. As he de- 
figned to fix his own court there, and was dcGrous that the 
fucceeding emperors ihould follow his example, and ho- 
nour his new city with their ordinary refidence, he fpared 
no coll or labour to render it both beautiful and convenient. 

With this view, he built a capitol and amphitheatre, mtkrnsH 




and granting them great privileges and immunities. By 
thefe means Byzantium became in a ihort time one of the 
mod flourishing and populous cities of the empire, whole 
families flocking thif her from all parts, efpecially from Pon* 
tus, Thrace, and Afia. Conftantine publifhed an edi£L 
importing, that fuch as had lands in thofe countries mould 
not be able to difpofe of them, nor even leave them at their 
death to their heirs, unlefs they had a houfe in his new 
city. The common people were enticed thither from the 
different and rood diftant provinces, and even from Rome 
itfelf, by the emperor's donations, and the great quantities 
of corn, oil, and meat, which were daily diftributed among 
them c . But however defirous the emperor was to fee his 
new city filled with people, yet he did not choofe it mould 
be inhabited by any but Chriftians ; and therefore ordered 
all the idols to be pulled down, and their temples to be con- 
fe crated to the true God. He built betides an incredible 
number of churches, and caufed crofles to be erected in all 
the fquares and public places. 

When moil of the buildings were finiftied, the emperor, folmttlj 
on the eleventh of May of the year 330, the twenty-fifth or ""/"rat's 
his reign, caufed this city, by a very folemn dedication, to u * 
be confecrated, according to Cedrenus, to the Virgin Mary; 
but, according to Eufebius, to the God of Martyrs * (O). 
It was on this occafion that Conftantine (lyled the new city 
from his own name Conftantinople, or the city of Conftan- 
tine, and likewife Second, or, as others will have it, New 

c Zof. lib. \u p. 687. Soz. p. 444. Socrat lib. ii. cap. 13, p. go. 
* Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. iii. cap. 58, p. 507. 

(O) Some modem Greek days ; and that Conftantine, 

writers tell us, that this cere- during the whole time, caufed 

rnony was performed by the fa- an immenfe quantity of provi* 

thers of the council of Nice ; fions to be daily diitributed a* 

that the folemnity lafted forty raong the populace (4). 

1 

(4) Vide Geoifl . Cod. in Antiq. Confontinof* p. 15. 

I a Rome. 
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and equals Rome y . At the fume time he put it on an equality with 
$t ie RtMt. anc i cn t Rome, granting it the fame rights, immunities, and 
privileges, that were enjoyed by that metropolis. He efta- 
blithed a fenate, and other magiftrates, with a power and 
authoiity equal to that of the Roman fenate *, and declared 
New Rome the metropolis of the Eaft, as Old Rome was of 
the Weft. Conftantine, having accompliihed this great 
work, according to fome in five, according to others in two 
years, fixed his refidence in the new city, and never more 
returned to Rome. The removal of the imperial feat from 
Rome to Conftantinople happened in the year of the Chrif- 
tian aera 330, the twenty-fifth of Conftantine's reign, and 
1 128 after the foundation of Rome. By this removal the 
Roman empire received a fatal ftroke, and (hrunk by de- 
grees into nothing, as the reader will find in the fequel of 
this hiftory. 



CHAP. LXL 

The Conflantinopolitan Hiftory from the Removal 
of the Imperial Seat to Conjlantinopk to the 
Death of the Emperor "Julian. 

CONST AN TINE paiTed in his new capital great 
part of the enfuing year a , when Baflus and Ablavius 
were confuls, being chiefly employed in building new 
churches, and adorning with other (lately monuments the 
city he defired might be honoured with the refidence of the 
fucceeding emperors. The Sarmatians having implored his 
afliftance againft the Goths, who made an irruption into 
their country, he, either in perfon, or by his fon Conftan- 
Confantint tine, gained a memorable victory over them on the twen- 
gainta tieth of April of the following year. Near a hundred thou- 
vi3ory fynd of the enemy were either cut in pieces, or perifhed 
221/ 9 after the battle with hunger and cold ; infomuch that the 
Barbarians were obliged to fue for peace, and deliver hof- 
tages to the emperor, among whom was the fon of their 
king, Ariaric, or Araric b . The Sarmatians, unmindful 
of tne afliftance they had received from Conftantine, as foon 

y Socrat. p. 4 5 * Cod. Theod. lib. xiv. tit. 13. leg. 1. p. 

110,2x3. a Cod. Theod. p. 353, Sc fcq. b Am mi an. p. 476. 
Jul. Oral. i. p. 16. Eufcb. Vit. Conftant. lib-iv. p. 549. 

as 
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as lie withdrew with his victorious army, began to ravage 
the provinces of Mcefia and Thrace ; but the emperor, re- 
turning with incredible expedition, fell upon them unex- and the 
pe&edly, cut great numbers in pieces, and forced the reft Sarm *- 
to fubmit to what terms he was pleafed to impofe c . tiani * 

In the courfe of the fucceeding year Conftantine created 
Conftans, his youngeft fon, Caefar, who was born in 320, 
and is ftyled in all the ancient inferiptions Flavius Julius 
Conftans d . At this period Syria, Cilicia, and Thrace f 
were grievoufly afflicted with a peftilence and famine, which 
fwept off incredible numbers of people. Theophanes tells 
us, that at Antioch wheat was fold at four hundred pieces 
of filvcr the bufhel •. During this calamity, Conftantine ffrmp*- 
fent to the bi(hop of Antioch thirty thoufand bulhels, and n^l**** 
an incredible quantity of corn, oil, and all forts of provi- ^' 
fions, to the other churches, to be divided among the wi- 
dows, orphans, and ecclefiaftics. Towards the clofe of Ambaffm. 
this year ambafladors arrived at Conftantinople from the " 
Blemyes, the Indians, the Ethiopians, and Perfians, with 
rich prefents for the emperor, whofe friendfliip they courted, difiant mm* 
acknowleging him, fays Eufebius, for their fovereign, and 
declaring, that they coveted nothing fo much as to live in 
amity with fo great a prince. The rerfian ambafladors, in 
the name of Sapor their king, renewed the ancient treaties 
between the two empires. Conftantine received them with 
extraordinary marks of honour 5 and being informed, that 
the Chriftians were very numerous in Perfia, he wrote a let* 
ter in their behalf to Sapor, which is infer ted at large by 
Eufebius and Theodoret. Next year, when Optatus and 
Anicius Paulinus Junior were confuls, the Goths, under 
the command of Geberic their king, who had fucceeded 
Araric, made new irruptions into the country of the Sar- 
matians, whom they defeated in a great battle fought on the 
banks of the Marifus ; in which the Sarmatian king, by 
name Wifimar, and moft of their chiefs, were cut in pieces. 
The Sarmatians in this extremity armed their flaves, and 
by their means gained a complete victory over the Goths ; 
but the victorious flaves, fenfible of their ftrength, threw 
off the yoke ; and turning againft their mailers, for whofe 
defence they had been entrufted with arms, drove them out 
of the country. 

Thus expelled from their habitations, they fled for re- 
fuge to Conftantine, who received them, to the number of 
three hundred thoufand, incorporated in his legions fuch of 

c Anonym, p. 47*. * Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. iv. p. 533. 

« Thcoph. p. 13. 

I 3 them 
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Hi allots tfcem as were fit for fenrice, and gave Settlements to the 
tkeSarma* reft in Thrace, Scythia, Macedon, and Italy f . Another 



tiamftt. p art y 0 f tric fugitive Sarmatians had recourfe to certain 
tkTdamkl* Brians, cal1 " b T Ammianus, Viaohales, fuppofed to be 
mom of the fame people with the Quadi Ultramontani. Thefe were 
Row, re-eftabllfhed in their ancient pofleflions by the Romans in 
the year 338, after they had driven out the Limigantes 
As Conftantine, on the twenty-fifth of July, in the year 
;35, entered the thirtieth year of his reign, a cir cum fiance 
,'hich had happened to no emperor ever fince the time of 
Auguftus, he celebrated that day at Constantinople with ex- 
traordinary pomp and magnificence. Not fatisfied with 
having created his three Ions, Conftantine, Conftantius, 
and Conftans, Csefars, he now raifed to the fame dignity 
his nephew Dalmatius, fon to his brother of the fame name; 
and appointed Annibalianus, brother to young Dalmatius, 
king of Pontus k . 
frwides In order to prevent any mifunderftanding, jealoufy, or 
tkttmfirt quarrels, between his nephews and children, he divided the 
**Urf government of the empire among them in the following 
an/n* manner: to Conftantine, the eldeft, he 'affigned Gaul, 
phtws. Spain, and Britain 5 to Conftantius, the fecond fon, all the 
Orient, comprehending Afia, Syria, and Egypt 5 and to 
Conftans, the youngeft, Illyricum, Italy, and Africa. To 
his nephew Dalmatius he gave Thrace, and part of Illyri- 
cum, that is Macedon and Achaia ; and to king Anniba- 
lianus, his other nephew, Armenia Minor, and the neigh- 
bouring prQVinces ; including Pontus and Cappadocia, with 
the city of Caefarea, which he defired might be the capital 
Yr. of Fl. of his kingdom *. About this time one Calocerus, a man of 
4785. great intereft and authority in the ifland of Cyprus, caufed 
U C ii** nimfelf to be proclaimed emperor, and was acknowlegedmaf- 
' " 3 * # ter of the whole ifland : but Dalmatius, who was fent with 
ah army againft him, defeated the rebel, took him prifoner, 
and, carrying him to Tarfus in Cilicia, condemned him to 
bfe burnt alive in that city k . As for Azotus, who was 
overcome by Conftantine, as we read in Suidas and Codinus, 
h appears from feveral epigrams in the Anthology, that he, 
arid the Conftantine by whom he was overcome, were but 
drivers Of chariots in the circus. Athanafius was accufed 
of having fupplicd with money a rebel, by name Philu- 
tfienes ' ; but of him not the Icaft mention is made in hif- 

« Eufeb, p. 519. Ammian. p. 478. Jornand. Rer. Goth, au 64.1. 
$ Cod. Thcod. Chronol. p. 34. h Eutrop. p. 588. Aur« 

V»ft. j>. 427. Chron. Alex. p. 168. Zof. lib. ii. p. 69a. " i Eufeb. 
prat, in Tricenna). Conlt. p. 609. Via. Epit. p. 544. k Tbeopb. 

»3« Aur. Vift. p, s 9 6. 1 Athan. Apol. ii. p. 779. 

tory. 
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tory. Towards the clofo of the following year, when Ne» Cuiflantint 
potianua and Facundus were confuls, Conftantine married marritd f 
his fecond fon Conftantius to the daughter of Julius Con- the d f u S h ' 
ftantius and Galla. Julius Conftantius was brother to the 
emperor, and his wife Galla Gfter to Rufinus and Cereal is Jfantius. 
He had by Galla, Gallus Caefar, born in Hetruria in the 
year 325, or 336, another fon, who was killed in 337, and 
one daughter, married this year to Conftantius, whofe name 
has not been tranfmitted to us. On occafion of this mar- 
riage, Conftantine caufed large Aims, and great quantities 
of provifions, to be diftributed among the people in all the 
cities and provinces of the empire *. He had long before 
married his eldcft fon Conftantine 5 but to whom, we are 
no where told. 

In the courfe of the enfuing year, when Felicianus and 
Titianus were confuls, the Perfians, after having lived in 
peace with the Romans for the fpace of forty years, began 
to commit hoftilities in Mefopotamia, became the emperor 
refufed to reftore to them the five provinces which they 
had been obliged to yield to Galerius. Conftantine, having 
drawn together a very numerous and powerful army, and 
made the other necefiary preparations for a vigorous war, 
began his march, with a defign to invade the Per fi an do- 
minions : but the enemy, terrified at his approach, difpatch- Tht Ptr- 
ed ambafiadors to him, with propofals of an accoramoda- Mm awd 
tion ; which feeming very reasonable to the emperor, a ty &lft"*- 
peace was concluded, and both armies withdrew tt . Con- tuusarou ' 
ftantine, having celebrated this year with extraordinary So- 
lemnity the featt of Eafter, which fell on the third of April, 
was foon after taken ill, being then in the fixty-fourth year Conflantint 
of his age. He had recourte to the warm baths of Con* ***** 
ftantinople ; but his diftemper encreafing, he removed, for 
change of air, to Helenopolis in Bithynia, and from thence 
to a caftle at a fmall diftance from Nicomedia, called Achy- 
rona, or Aguyrona. Being there apprifed, that his end 
approached, he declared in a fpeech, which he made to the 
bifhops who attended him, his eager defire of being bap- 
tized, adding, that he defigned to have received that feal of h 
falvation in the waters of the Jordan \ but Once God, in ' ' 
his infinite wifdom, had otherwife difpofed of him, he ac- 
quiefced in his will. When the ceremony was ove*, he 
was clad in white, and would not afterwards fo much as 
touch or fee his purple robes, pafling moft of his time with 
the biihops in pious meditations, and edifying difcourfes, 
of the immortality of the foul, and the rewards and punifli- 

■ Cod.Theod. Ckronol. p. 35. ■ Eufcb. p. 554, 555. 
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merits of another life °. By his lad will he bequeathed 
fome revenues to the city of Rome, and others to that of 
Constantinople. He likewife confirmed the above mention- 
ed divifion of the empire among his three fons and two ne- 
phews p. 

Not long before he expired, he privately put his will into 
the hands of an ecclefiaftic, in whom'he repofed an entire 
confidence, not knowing him to be a follower of Arius, and 
obliged him to promife upon oath not to deliver it to any 
Yr. of Fl. but Conftantius. Conftantine, having fettled matters in 
1787. the manner he judged beft for the church and (rate, ex- 
A. D. 337. pired, about noon, on the twenty-fecond of May, in the 
V ' C ' tl35> year 337, being Whitfunday, after having lived, according 
He dies to t * ie m0 ^ P r0Da °l e opinion, fixty-three years, two months, 
univerfally and twenty-five days, and reigned thirty years, nine months, 
lamented, and twenty-feven days. His death was bewailed by per- 
fons of all ranks. The foldiers no fooner heard of it, than 
they tore their cloaths, fell proftrate on the ground, and 
gave other public teftimonies of their deep concern, calling 
him their deliverer, their beloved leader, their common pa- 
rent. The people of Conftantinople, overwhelmed with 
forrow, and drowned in tears, for the lofs of their great 
benefactor, exprefled their grief in a manner fuitable to fo 
general a calamity \ Meffengers were immediately dis- 
patched with the difmal tidings to his children ; and in the 
Honours mean time the body of the deceafed prince, with the pur- 

*a!terMt an< ^ c ^ ac ^ em > was P ut mto a golden coffin, and conveyed 

aea (/f t to Conftantinople, attended by all .the troops quartered in 
that neighbourhood, who had aflembled upon the firft no- 
tice of his death. It was expofed to public view in the 
chief hall of the palace, with an infinite number of tapers 
burning round it in golden candlefticks. All the great of- 
ficers, both civil and military, the fenate, and other per- 
fons of diftin&ion, came to attend the corpfe, kneeling be- 
fore it, as if the emperor had been ftill alive. Court was 
kept in the fame manner as when he was living, and thofe 
who attended his perfon came at the ufual hours, as if he 
- had ftill wanted their attendance. This empty honour, for- 
merly paid to the deceafed emperors, as appears from He- 
rodian, and other writers, feems to have been long before 
laid afide, and to have been revived in honour of Conftan- 
tine. His children were daily expected to pay him the laft 
duty ) but Conftantius alone came, the other two being 
probably at a great diftance ; and, foon after his arrival, 

0 Socrar lib. i. cap. 79, p. 75. P Ibid. lib. i. cap. 39, p. 75. 
Soz. lib. it. cap. 34, p. 495. q Eufcb. cap. 65, p. 559. 

caufed 
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caufed the corpfe to be conveyed with the utmoft pomp and Mis obfe* 
magnificence to the famous church of the Apofties/ which quia. 
the emperor had built clofe to the palace, defiring to be 
interred in it, that he might, after his death, fays Eufebius, 
partake of the prayers offered there by the faithful in ho- 
nour of the holy apoftles. Conftantius attended the body 
to the church ; but withdrew with the foldiers, as he had 
not yet been baptized, when the minifters of the church 
began the holy ceremonies r . As foon as they were over, 
the body was depofited in the porch, where Conftantius 
caufed a magnificent maufoleum to be raifed. 

With refpelt to the character of Conftantine, there is a Authors 
great difagreement among authors, fome of the heathen difagrteat 
writers painting him as a tyrant, and the Chriftians ex- J^Jr 
tolling him as the beft prince that ever fwayed a fceptre. 
The emperor Julian fpeaks of him as a prince ambitious of 
military glory, and one who had nothing fo much at heart 
as the aggrandizing of himfelf and his family ; and adds, 
that his bad example armed his children againft each other*. 
The fame Julian 1 and Zofimus u reprefent him as a volup- 
tuous prince, abandoned to all manner of diverfions and 
pleafures, to banquets, revellings, and public (hews ; info- 
much that he could fpare no time from fports and enter- 
tainments, to regulate the affairs of tjie (late. On the other 
hand, Victor w , Eufebius x , and Libfiriius Y tell us, that he 
was conftantly employed in reading, writing, meditating, 
compofing fpeeches, hearing embattles, giving audience to 
his minifters and fubje&s ; in fhort, that he was never idle, 
but bufied either in forming or executing fome great de- 
fign for the good of the empire. Aurelius Vi&or, Am- 
mianus Marcellinus, and even hispanegyrift Eufebius, com- 
plain of his employing in the ad mini ft ration of affairs, per- 
sons altogether unworthy of the confidence he repofed in 
them, and fuffering them to enrich themfelves at the ex- 
pence of the people committed to their care. The truth 
is, we are not to expert any candour either in his accufers 
or panegyrifts, becaufe they are both influenced by religious 
rancour. The firft detefted him as an enemy to their gods ; 
the Uft extolled him as the great patron of trie Chriftian re- 
ligion. He certainly pofiefled great abilities both for war 
and legiflation : but he was undoubtedly cruel, ambitious, 
and voluptuous; and his tranflating the feat of empire 
from Rome to Conftantinople, is generally allowed to have 

* 

1 Eufeb. cap. 71, p. 56*. * Julian. Orat. vii. p. 4*1, 414.. 

t Jul. Cscf. p. 13,41, 5a. 0 Zof.lib.it. p. 687. w Vici.Epir. 
p. 543. * Eufeb. p. 539. y Liban. Orat. iii. p. 107. 

been 
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been a ftep which reflected very little honour on his politi- 
cal capacity. 

Several We ihall now proceed to feveral regulations in the go- 
regulations vernment, both civil and military, thought to have been 
introduced introduced by Conftantine. Before his time there 

0M " an " were two captains of the guards, known by the name of 
praefecti praetorio, who had an equal authority over all the 
troops difperfed in the feveral provinces of the empire * : 
The pr*- but Conftantine, jealous of their too great power, lefiened 
feai pr*~ it by creating two more, and allotting to each of them a 
ST* r an fr certam number of provinces. By this inftitution the whole 
tile empire em P* rc w *s divided into four parts, which were the Orient, 
into four Illyricum, Italy, and Gaul, governed by the four pnefe£*i 
prefecJures. praetorio, each of whom had feveral diocefes or diftricts un- 
der his jurifdiction. The prefects were the firft officers of 
the empire, and generally looked upon as emperors of an 
Tfofeve- inferior rank. They had feveral other officers under them, 
ral officers f ucn as proconfuls, vicars, rectors, confulars, correctors, 
Y+feSi* am * P rcu> dents. I n tnc werc two proconfuls one in 
pnetori: Achaia, and another in Afia, and fometimes, but very fel- 
dom, a third in Paleftine : in the Weft there was but one, 
viz. the proconful of Africa. The vicars reprefented the 
prefects, and were their lieutenants > whence, in the an- 
cient inferiptions, they are ftyled pro-praefecti, or vice- 
prefects. There wefe vicars in the provinces of Afia, Pon- 
tus, Thrace, the Orient, Macedon, Africa, Spain, Gaul, 
and Britain ; and two in Italy, namely, the vicar of the 
city of Rome, and the vicar of Italy. The provinces un- 
der the vicar of Rome were called provincial fuburbicariae ; 
and thofe under the vicar of Italy, provinces of Italy. The 
vicar of Italy refided at Milan, which by that means be- 
came the metropolis of all the Italian provinces. Next in 
dignity to the vicars were the rectors, who governed whole 
provinces under the prefect, or his vicars, as did likewife 
the confulars, the correctors, and the prefidents : Phoeni- 
cia was governed by a confular, who refided fometimes at 
Tyre, fometimes at Berytus, and fometimes at Damafcus : 
feveral provinces of Italy had likewife a confular for their 
governor. We find feveral laws in the Theodofian code 
addrefTed to the prefects, proconfuls, vicars, rectors, con- 
fulars, and correctors, but very few to the prefidents (A), 

* Zof. lib. ii. p. 68y. 

(A) The prefects under Con- which was common to all fena- 
ftantine and his fon Conftantius tors, but were foon after diftm- 
had only the title of clariffirai, guilhed with that of illuftres. 

The 
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The prefe&s were originally military ; but after this dU 
vifion of the empire, they became altogether civil officers* 
the command of the troops being given to two magiftri 
militise, the inftitution of which office is fikewife afcribed 
by Zofimus to Conftantine *. In Dioclefian's time, each 
province had its peculiar general, ftyled dux or duke ; but 
Conftantine in their room created the two above mentioned 
magiftri militias, one for the foot, and another for the horfe, 7At 
with a full power of making what regulations in the army ^imilUU. 
they thought proper. Sometimes both commands were 
vefted in one perfon ; for in a law, dated the feventeenth 
of June 315, mention is made of one Eufebius, commander 
In chief both of the horfe and foot ; and one Sylvanus, in 
two laws addrefled to him in 349, is ftyled magifter utri- 
ufque militise b . But their number was foon increafed ; 
for in the time of Theodofius I. they were five, one for the 
court, called praefentalis ; one for Thrace, one for the 
Orient, one for Illyricum, and one for Gaul c . Thefe ma- 
giftri militiae were afterwards diftinguiihed by the title of i 
comites, or counts, and raifed to the rank of the firft offi- 
cers of the empire. The patricii or patricians were fupe- Tkpatri* 
rior in rank both to the magiftri militiae, and the prefects. atMh 
This was a new dignity inftituted by Conftantine ; but had 
no power or authority annexed to it, being only a title of 
honour. The patricians, though raifed above all the other 
fubjects of the empire, were neverthelefs obliged to give 
the precedency to the confuls d . Conftantine conferred 
this dignity on Julius Conftantius, his brother, and Optatus, 
his brother-in-law. 

The title of comes or count feems like wife to owe its Yhteomtts 
origin to Conftantine. Before Conftantine'* time, thofe 
who attended the emperors out of Rome in quality of coun- 
fellors, ftyled themfelves comites ; but to that word added 
the name of the prince whom they attended. In Conftan- 
tine's time, the name of the prince was omitted, and thofe 
who accompanied him were ftyled (imply comites, combo* 
nionsy and in the modern languages counts : one Dionyiius 
is the firft to whom we find that title to have been given : 
afterwards it became a title of honour, and was bellowed 
upon all officers of any rank, though they neither followed 
the court, nor accompanied the emperor. Thefe comites 
or counts were divided, according to their employments, 
two three orders or ranks ; and hence the expreffions which 
we frequently meet with in the writers who flourifhed un- 

• Zof. p. 6gg. b Cod. Theodof. lib. xi. tit* 1. leg. 1. p. f. 

$c Chxonol. p. 4*, « Norn. cap. 5, 8, 34, 3*. * Zof. p. 69*. 

der 
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der Conftantine, and his fucceflbrs, comes domefticus primi 
ordinis, and fecundi ordinis e . We find no mention made 
of the title of nobilifljmus, or moft noble, before Conftan- 
tine's time, who gave it to two of his brothers, Julius 
Con (I a n tins and Annibalianus. It was, under the fucceed- 
ing princes, beftowed upon their fons before they were 
rat fed to the dignity of Caefar. Of the writers who flou- 
riftied under Conftantine, we (hall fpeak in our note (B). 

The 

e Vide Du Cange GloflT. p. 1074. 

(B) We (hall begin with thofe have flourifted under Conftan. 
who have written the hiftory of tius, and to have been contem- 
Conftantine. Eufebius of Cae- porary with the fophift Bemar- 
fa«ea publimed his life in four chus, who was a native of Cae- 
books. He relates great part of farea in Cappadocia, wrote fe- 
ll is wars ; and we may depend veral declamations and fpeeches, 
upon the truth of what he and publifhed the life of Con- 
writes, fmce it is certain that ftantine in ten books (3). But 
the emperor honoured him with none of his works have reached 
his intimacy and friendfhip, our times. Libanius mentions 
and informed him of many one Bemarchus, a Pagan fo- 
tran factions. Betides the life phift, but greatly favoured by 
of Conftantine, he wrote two Conftantius (4). Eunapius like- 
panegyrics on that prince. Se- wife wrote the hiftory of Con- 
veral other panegyrics on Con- ftantine, but comprifed, with- 
ftantine, compofed in the be- out all doubt, in the general 
ginning of his reign, are ftill hiftory, which he publifhed of 
extant. Among thefe are two, all the emperors from the death 
the authors of which are not of Alexander Severus (<). We 
known. Two other panegyrics may well rank Conftantine him- 
were compofed by Eumenius, felf among the writers and men 
profeflbr of eloquence in the of learning who flourifhed in 
city of Autun, efteemed one of his age ; for many monuments 
the beft orators of his time, of his application and ft udy have 
Praxagoras, by birth an Atbe- reached our times, and are to be • 
nian, wrote, when only nine- found in Eufebius, who has 
teen years old, two books on tranfmitted them to us. Of 
the kings of Athens; and three thefe the chief, or at leaft the 
years arrer two others, com- moft diffufive and extenfive, is 
priling the life of Conftantine. his oration " ad fan&orum coe- 
At the age of thirty-one, he turn," or his difcourfe addreffed 
publifhed the life of Alexander to the Aflembly of Saints, 
the Great in fix books ( 1 ). An Eufebius affures us, that this 
abridgment of his life of Con- fpeech, as well as his many laws 
ftantine is to be found in Pho- and letters, were all compofed 
tius (2). He is fuppofed to by himfeif. Befides the authors 

(1) Phot. cap. 6i. p. 64. (2) Idem. p. 64. (3) VoflT. Hift. 
G-jrc.lib. ii. cap. 17. Smdas, p 551. (4) Liban. Vjt. p. 15. 

(5; Eunap. p. 40 Voll. ibid. cap. 18. 
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The news of Conftantine's death no fooner reached the The armies 
armies, than all agreed to acknowlege no other emperors ackaow- 
but the fons of Conftantine, whom they accordingly pro- l $ e J? 9 *' 

of the Auguftine hiftory, of from Eunapius, who wrote his dr**h 

whom we have fpoken already, life (3). Several works of a 

feveral other authors flouriflied philofopher, named Iamblichus, 

under Conftantine. St Jerom are ftill extant, and highly e- 

extols, among the reft, the ora- fteemed by the beft judges, but 

tor Attius Patera or Paterius, a commonly afcribed to another 

native of Bayeux, and fprung, Iamblichus, who lived at Apa- 

according to Aufonius (6), from mea in Syria, forty or fifty 

the ancient Druids. He taught years after the former, and was 

rhetoric at Rome with great one of the emperor Julian's 

applaufe, about the end of Con- chief favourites. A third phi- 

ft an tine's reign, and afterwards lofopher, of the fame name, 

at Bourdeaux (7), fince Aufo- lived under the emperor M, 

nius ranks him among the pro* Aurelius. Several works have 

feffors of that city. He was the reached our times, under the 

father of the orator Delphidius name of Iamblichus ; but which 

(8), and Hedibias, to whom St. of thefe three was the rrue 

Jerom wrote his hundred and aothor of them, we will not 

fiftieth letter, was defcended take upon us to determine, 

from him. Suidas afcribes fe- The emperor Julian equals 

vcral rhetorical pieces to one Iamblichus of Chalcis to Plato 

Onaiiinus, a native of Cyprus himfelf. Gothofredes is, of o- 

or Sparta, who lived in the time pinion, that Gregorius and Her- 

of Conftantine, and is ftyled by mogenes, or rather Hermoge- 

Suidas both an hiftorian and fo- nianus, the authors of the two 

phift (9). At the fame time different, but like codes, flou- 

flourifhed Palladius, a native of riflied under Conftantine, and 

Methone in Peloponnefus, who his children. In compiling their 

pub lifted a treatife on the feafts refpective works, they followed 

of the Romans, and fome other the order of time ; which was 

philological pieces (1) And afterwards obferved in the codes 

this is all we know of thefe two of Theodofius and Juftinian. 

writers, whom Voflius ranks The codes of Gregorius and 

among the Greek hiftorians (2). Hermogenianus are thought to 

In the time of Conftantine flou- be the mod ancient of all ; and 

rimed the celebrated Platonic were both abridged by thofe, 

philofopher Iamblichus : he was who abridged the Theodofian 

a native of Chalcis in Lower code (4). Only fome fragments 

Syria, fprung from a rich and of them now remain to be found 

noble family, and very famous in different books of jurifpru- 

among the Pagans, as appears dence. Gregorius is commonly 

(6) Socrat. lib- i. cap. 9. p. 30, 32. (7) Gelaf. Cyzicen. Acla 
Nic. Concil. p. 117. (8) Idem, p. 134. (9) Suid. v, p. 311. 

{1) Id«m, », p. 405. (*) VoflT. Hift. Grace, lib. iv. cap. 18. p. 486. 
(3; Eunap. gap. a. p. 23. (4) Cod. Thcod. Chronol. p. 184. 

-' 

believed 



Digitized by GooqIc 



The Conftantinopolitan Hifloty. 

claimed ; and their example was foon followed by the fe- 
nate of Rome, who took not the leaft notice of their Vsro 

believed to have been the moil one day on a fudden into bitter 
ancient of the two. The ftyle invectives againft Sopater^ as a 
of Hermogenianus is very un- magician, who ftopt the favour- 
couth, and often obfcure. Pub- able winds, and prevented the 
lius Optatianu6 Porphyriusflou- arrival of the fo long expected 
riihed under Conilantine, and is vcflels. Hereupon Conftantine 
thought to have publirtied the abandoned him to the fury of 
poem, which has reached us, the enraged populace, who, be- 
about the middle of the year ing privately excited by the 
326, on occafion of the folem- prefect Ablavius, and other 
nity of the emperor's twentieth courtiers, jealous of his too 
year, and the tenth of the two great credit with the emperor, 
C a? Cars, Crifpus and Con (tan* tore him in pieces. Julian 
tine, his children. Some authors fpcaks of one Sopater of A pa- 
are of opinion, that feveral of mea, who lived in his time (6) 9 
the pieces which pafs under the and confequently muft be di- 
name of Petronius Arbiter, were flinguiftied from the difciple of 
written by Optatianus. Sopater, lamblichus. To the other 
the difciple of Iamblichus, flou- writers, who flouriroed under 
riftied under Conilantine, and, Conftantine, we may add the 
after the death of that philofo- two Chrutian poets Commodia- 
pher, became the head of the nus and Juvencus. The former 
Platonic feet that followed Plo* wrote a kind of poem, in hexa- 
tinus. He was a native of Apa- meter verfe, commonly flyled 
mea in Syria, and both fpoke Inflections* but without any 
and wrote with great elegance regard to quantities. It is di- 
and propriety ; whence he was vided into feveral articles, and 
Ay led a fophiit, as well as a phi- the initial letters of each article 
lofopher($). After the death make up its title. In this poem, 
of Iamblichue, not deigning to if we may beftow upon it that 
converfe with other philofo- name, he impugns the errors 
phers, fays Eunapius his ad- of the Pagans, but feems not to 
mirer, he repaired to the court have been yet well inftru&ed 
of Conftantine, to try whether himfelf in the truths of the 
he could prevent the downfal Chrutian religion (7). Juven- 
and utter ruin of the ancient cus, frequently mentioned by 
religion of the Romans. While St. Jerom, ftourtthed under 
Sopater was with the emperor Conuantine: he was by birth 
at Conftantinople, there being a Spaniard, fprung from an il- 
great fcarcity of provinons in luftrious family, and not only a 
that city, becaufe the veiiels Chriftian, but in holy orders, 
that brought corn were detain- However, he applied himfelf to 
ed by contrary winds, the people the ftudy of poetry, and wrote a 
affembled in the theatre broke poem, compnfing the four gof- 

(5) Eunap. p. 13. Soz. lib. i, cap* 5* p. 406. Suid. p. 781. 
(6) Julian, epift. xl. liii. p. t«5> tl6. (7) Comm. p. S3, cap. 33. 
Gennad. cap. 15. 

pels 
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coufins, Dalmatius Cafar, and Annibalianus king of Pon- 
tes, the two fons of their uncle Conftantius Dalmatius, 
though Conftantine had, in the above-mentioned divifion 
of the empire, allotted to each of them a fhare. However, 
the three brothers did not, for what reafon we are no- 
where told, take upon them the title of Augufti till the 
ninth of September of this year 337 5 that is, near four 
months after the deceafe of their father b . Soon after, the 
foldiery, under colour of preventing difturbances in the 
empire, flew to arms, and cut in pieces Julius Conftantius, but tut 
the deceafed emperor's brother, Dalmatius Caefar, Anniba- Datmatius 
lianus king of Pontus, the patrician Optatus, who had, as XtSimtn 
is commonly fuppofed, married Anaftafia, the late empe- jgath. 
roPs filler, five of his nephews, among whom was the 
eldeft fon of Julius Conftantius, the prefect Ablavius, and 
moil of the great Conftantine's minifters, fuppofing them 
attached to the intereft of his nephews c . Thus was the 
numerous family of Conftantine at once reduced to his 
three fons and two nephews, Callus and Julian, the fons of 
Julius Conftantius ; of whom the former owed his life to 
a malady, from which no one believed he could recover ; 
and the other to his infancy, he being then at moft but 
feven years old d (C). 

The three brothers met in Pannonia in the beginning of Ik*'*? 
the enfuing year 338, when Urfus and Polemius were •J***?' 
confute, to divide among them the dominions of the two v 9 * 
deceafed princes Dalmatius and Annibalianus ; but all we 

b Eufeb. Vit. Conft. Hb. iv. cap. 68. p. 560. « Eufcb. ibid, 

p. 541. Zof. lib. ii. p. 6 9 ft. Julian. Epift. ad Athenienf. p. 497, 49S* 
4 Socrat. lib. iii. cap. 1. p. 1*4, Amraian. p. 298. 

pels in as many books. He keeps concern in the maflacre of the 

clofe to the text, chooling rather imperial family: as for Con* 

to preferve the truth of the hi- ftantius, Eutropius (2) and So- 

ftory, than to difplay his genius, crates (3) write, that he rather 

(C) Gregory of Nazianzus permitted than commanded it, 

writes, that Julian was private- Julian (4), St. Jerom ^5), and 

ly conveyed away, and conceal* Zoiimus (6), tell us in plain 

ed by one Marcus of Arethufa, terms, that he was the author 

whom he afterwards put to a of that cruel maflacre ; and St* 

cruel death (1). All authors Athanafius openly reproaches 

agree, that neither young Con- him as the murderer of his 

ftantine, nor Conftans, had any uncles and coufins (7). 

(1) Nazian. Orat. Hi. p. 90. (*) Eutrop. p. 558. '(j) Socrat. 
P- »*$• (4) Julian, ad Athcn. p. 497. (5) Hier. Cbron. 

(6) Zof. p. 69a. (7) Athan. Solit. p. 856. 

know 
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know of this divifion is, that Conftantinc had Thrace % 
and Conftans obtained Greece and Macedon. Each of 
them kept the dominions allotted to him by Conftantine in 
his life-time, that partition being confirmed by his laft will; 
Conftantine reigned in Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; Conftan- 
tius poflefled Alia, Syria, and Egypt; and Conftans ruled 
Illyricum, Italy, and Africa. Conftantine feems to have 
yielded this very year Thrace to Conftantius, and Conftans 
ceded Afiica to Conftantine. While Conftantius was ab- 
fent in Pannonia, the Perfians, finding the frontiers un- 
The Ptr- guarded, entered Mefopotamia, committing every-where 
Jians in- dreadful ravages. At the fame time the Armenians revolt- 



Roman da- ed » expelled their king, who was a friend to the Romans, 
minions. a "d joined the Perfians; who, being thus ftrengthened, 
laid fiege to Nifibis ; but, after having continued before it 
Eaifethe fixty-three days, they were obliged to drop that enterprize, 
fitgetf N- an( j retire. Conftantius, in the mean time, taking leave of 

ft'tire™"* nis Drotners » left Pannonia, and returned into the Eaft, 
where he aflembled all his forces, with a defign to relieve 
Nifibis; but finding the Perfians had retired, he turned 
his arms againft the Armenians, obliged them to receive 
again the king whom they had expelled, and drew over to 
his party the robbers of Arabia, no doubt the Saracens, 
who, by frequent inroads into the Perfian dominions, made 
a powerful diverfion, and greatly annoyed the enemy f . 
The war, however, continued during his whole reign : 
many battles were fought, fome gained by the Romans, 
and fome by the Perfians : the cities of Mefopotamia were 
often taken and retaken; and that of Nifibis was three 
times befieged by the enemy, without their ever being able 
to reduce it. Ammianus Marcellinus obferves, that the 
Romans gained great advantages, when commanded by the 
emperor's lieutenants ; but were conftantly defeated, when 
headed by the emperor in perfon *. In the following year, 
339, when Conftantius was conful the fecond time, with 
his brother Conftans, feveral laws were enacled in the 
name of the three emperors; and, among the reft, one 
forbidding, under no lefs a penalty than that of death, 
marriages between uncles and nieces, which had been 
allowed by a decree of the fenate, ifiued in favour of the 
marriage of Claudius, and the celebrated Agrippina. Not- 
withftanding this decree, fuch marriages were ever looked 
upon by the Romans as inceftuous, but frequently praftifed 

• Cbron. Alex. p. 670. * Libaa. p. its. Julian. Orat. i. p. 37. 
s Ammian. lib. xx. p. 177. 
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by other nations, efpecially the Phoenicians, to whom the 
law forbidding them, dated the thirty-firft of March of this 
year, is addrefied h . 

The next confuls were Acyndinus and Proculus. Con- 
ftantine, diflatisfied with the late partition of the provinces, 
after having folicited in vain his brother Coriftans to yield 
him Italy, or at leaft part of that country, raifed a confi-* * r * °^ 
derable army, and, under pretence of marching to the ^ d**!© 
aififtance of Conilantius, who was at war with the Perfians, u!c.'m8*. 



left Gaul, and entering the dominions of Conftans, made 
himfelf mafter of feveral places* Conftans, who was then Conflatitint 
in Dacia, detached part of his forces againft him, who, hav- inyades 
ing drawn him into an ambufcade near Aquileia, cut both ' , J5* 
him and his army in pieces. His body was thrown into the c<mfians % 
river Anfa, at a (mail diftance from Aquileia ) but being and is 
afterwards difcovered, it was fent to Conftantinople, and 
interred near the tomb of his father '. Such was the end 
of the great Conftantine's eldeft fon. He was born at 
Aries, as is cdmmonly believed, on the 7th of Auguft, 3 16, 
created Caefar the ift of March, 317, andfaluted Auguftus 
on the 9th of September, 337 ) fo that he did not enjoy the 
imperial dignity three whole years. His panegyrift paints 
him a3 a prince endowed with great accompli (hments both 
of body and mind \ and adds, that he ft u died the Scrip- 
tures, and, to the utmoft of his power, practifed what they 
required k . But his invading his brother *s dominions, with- 
out the leaft provocation, can by no means be ju (lined. He 
received, and treated with great kindnefs, the celebrated 
Athanafius, when he was banilhed by his father into Gaul, 
which province he then governed* By his death Conftans 
remained fole mafter of the weftern provinces, Conftantius 
voluntarily yielding to him the whole (hare of the deceafed 
prince 1 . Conftans, foon after the death of his brother, 
arrived at Aquileia, where he was on the 9th of April, and 
on the 25th of June at Milan m . All we find of Conftan- 
tius this year is, that on the 5th of Auguft he was at Beflus 
in Thrace, and on the 9th of September at Antioch. 

Next year, when Marcellinus and Probinus were confuls, 
many cities in the Eaft were overturned by a. dreadful earth- 
quake"; and the Franks in the Weft having crofled the 7ht Franks 
Rhine, made an irruption into Gaul, committing every- ^ 
w^here great ravages. Conftans marched againft them, Gau *i' 

h Cod. Thcod. lib. iii. tit* ia. leg. it. p. 294. * Zonar. p. 11. 
Vift. epit. p. 544. Eutrop. p- 588. k Monodia feu Orat. in 

Conftantin. junior, tnort. p. 7—8—14. 1 Soz. lib. iii. p. 499. 

Jul. Orat. ii. p. 175. » Cod. Theodof. p. 97. Chronol. p. 41. 

» Socrat. p. 88. Tbeophan. p. 30. 

V01.XJV. K gave 



Digitized by Google 



130 The ConftantinopoUtan Htfiory. 

gave them battle ; but the advantages he gained were not 
dec 1 five. At this period a law was ena&ed, in the name 
of the two emperors, forbidding, under the fevereft pe- 
nalties, all manner of idolatrous worfhip. Firmicus Ma- 
ternus writes, that Conftans ordered feveral temples to be 
demoliihcd, together with the celebrated altar of Victory 
in the fenate at Rome °. Conftantia built this year, and for- 
tified, the city of Amida upon the Tigris in Mesopotamia. 
In the fucceeding year Conftans either conquered or ap- 
but art peafed the Franks ; and that warlike people fubmitted to 
(juieteJ by the princes of their own nation, whom he was pleafed to 
Lonfiam. appoint over them p. Thus difengaged he pa fled over into 
Britain to oppofe the Scots, who made frequent inroads 
into the Roman dominions ; but the filence of Libanius, 
with refpeel to this expedition, is a manifeft proof that he 
performed no great exploits againft that nation. Certain it 
is, he did not remain above four months in that ifland. As 
for Conftantius, he at this period refided at Antioch or 
Hierapoiis, in Euphratefiana. He was at Boulogne on the 
25th of January, in his way to Britain, and returned to 
. Treves on the 30th of June 1. By a law enacted this year, 
on the 27th of Auguft, and commonly afcribed to him, the 
ecclefiaftics and their domeftics are exempted from all new 
impofitions, and an entire immunity from all cuftoms was 
granted to fuch of them as were by their poverty obliged 
to earn a livelihood by trading. When the church acquired 
fufficient wealth to fupport her minifters, they were for* 
bidden by the canons to merchandife or follow any trade. 

The following year, when Leontius and SaUuitius were 
confuls, is remarkable for a dreadful earthquake, which 
Ntoeafarta entirely ruined the city of Neocaefarea in Pontus, no one 
ruinic ( 4k edifice having withftood the violence of the (hock, except 
quake. tnc church, and the habitation of the bifliop, who was fav- 
ed, with the clergy, and fome other pious perfons, while 
the other inhabitants were all buried in the ruins r. Theo- 
phanes fpeaks of a battle this year between the Romans 
and Periians, in which the latter were defeated with great 
jofs In the year enfuing, when Amentius and Albinus 
were confuls, the city of Duras on the coaft of Greece was 
fwallowed up with all its inhabitants in an earthquake, and 
twelve cities in Campania were overturned. The above 
mentioned confuls were fucceeded by Conftantius the fourth 
time, and Conftans the third time, confuls. The latter 
was at Cefena in Italy on the 23d of May, at Milan on the 
2ift of June, from whence he pa fled into Macedon, and 

0 Firm. Mat. p. 57. P Idat. p. 85. Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 13. p. 

90. q Cod. Theod. Chronol. p. 44. * Greg. Nyff. in Vit. 

Greg. Thaumat. • Thcopb, p. 31. 

was 
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was at Theflalonica on the 6th of December : from Mace- 
don he feems to have returned to Gaul j for he fent from 
thence Athanafius and Ofius to the council of Sardica, held 
the following year 347 l . As for Conftantius, he was, on 
the 7th and 26th of May, and the 23d of Auguft, at Con- , 
ftantinople. The law dated the 26th of May, and addreffed 
to the biftiops, confirms to them and the inferior clergy, 
to their wives, children, and domeftics, feveral immunities 
and exemptions. This year Conftantius caufed a harbour Me port of 
to be made at Seieucia, at an immenfe charge, for the ^"f*"* ** 
convenience of the city of Antioch, which ftood on the ******* 
Orontes, at a fmall diftance from thence. This work coft 
him, according to Libanius, and the emperor Julian ", 
incredible fums, the mouth of the Orontes, where the port 
was made, being full of rocks and fands. He likewife re- 
built the cities of Seieucia in Syria, and Antaradus in Phoe- 
nicia j whence the latter, in the acts of fome councils, is 
called from him Conftantia. 

At this period Sapor, king of PerGa, befieged Nifibis a Ni/ibh be- 
fecond time ; but was obliged to retire with difgrace, after J*S* d b ? 
having continued before it three months. In the follow- 
ing year the emperor Conftantius pretended to have gained winthi 
a confiderable victory over the PerGans : he was at Ancyra ftcond 
on the 8th of March, and at Hierapolis on the nth of ~*im*, 
Mav. The next confuls were Flavius Philippus, a great 
fticfcler for the doctrine of Arius, and Flavius Sallea orSa- 
lia, a zealous defender of the faith of the council of Nice. 
This year Conftans, filled with indignation again ft the 
Arians, and afhamed of the weaknefs of his brother, 
who fuffered himfelf to be impofed upon and deluded by 
thofe heretics, threatened to reftore, by force of arms, the 
orthodox bifhops, whom he had banifhed at their inftiga- 
tion, unlefs he recalled them of his own accord. Conftan- 
tius was, either by fear, or the reafons alleged by Conftans 
in behalf of the exiled biftiops, prevailed upon to give his 
confent to their return Conftans fent Macarius and Pau- 
lus, two officers of diftin&ion, into Africa, with large fums 
to be diftributed among the poor of the province. They 
were likewife enjoined x to ufe their utmoft endeavours in, 
reclaiming the Donatifts, and reuniting them to the church. 
Their endeavours were crowned with fuccefs 5 for the moft 
obftinate and ft ub born among thefe fe&aries being driven, 
out of the province, the reft yielded to reafon, and were 

t Cod. Theodof. Cbron. p. 46. Ath. Apol. i. p. 676. « Liban. 
Orat. xiii. p. 386. Julian. Orat. i. p. 74. * Theodor. Vit. Pa- 

tram, lib. ii. cap. 8. p. 13. * ConciL torn, il p. 7<3* 

K a received 
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received again into the church ; fo that the Chriftians there 
enjoyed a profound tranquility, till thofe who had been ba- 
niflied were recalled by the emperor Julian 
Vr. of Fl. This year is remarkable for a great battle between the 
*79 8 - Perfians and Romans, fought in the neighbourhood of Sin- 
A. D. 3 4g. garus, a city of Mesopotamia. The Perfians had fortified 
* ,IM ' their camp with a deep ditch and ramparts ; on which, as 
7 he battle we ^ as on tne neighbouring hills, they had placed an in- 
ef Smga- credible number of archers : their army was very numerous, 
rus, compofed of almoft all the nations of the Eaft, Sapor their 

king being determined to put the whole to the iflue of a 
general engagement, and end, if poffible, by a (ingle vic- 
tory, fo tedious and expenfive a war. He did not doubt 
that the Romans would attack him in his camp ; and there- 
fore-had fortified it with exttaordinary care, placing bodies 
of archers on all the eminences which commanded the 
avenues leading to it. Accordingly the Romans, finding 
they could by no means entice the enemy into the open 
field, obliged Conftantius to lead them up to the ramparts 
of the camp, which they attacked with a fury hardly to be 
T/ 'tf/f exprefied, and forced, in fpite of the fhowers of arrows 
7/:ePerfian tnat were discharged upon them from the eminences, and 
tamp, the vigorous refinance they met with from thofe in the 
camp. Great numbers of the Perfians were cut in pieces, 
and the reft put to flight, or taken prifoners : amongft the 
latter was the king's fon, whom the Romans are faid to 
have put to death, after having caufed him to be publicly 
beaten with rods *. Thus the Romans made themfelves 
mailers of the enemy's camp, baggage, and treafures : but 
while they were, without the leall apprehenfion of danger, 
quenching their drought with the frefli water, of which 
they found great plenty in the camp, the Perfian archers, 
rallying, fell upon them unexpectedly, and fnatched the vic- 
tory, to ufe the expreflion of Libanius *, out of their hands. 
but fuflaxn In this attack, which happened in the night-time, great 
* t grgat havock was made of the Romans ; but neverthelefs the Per- 
'V s ' fians, as foon as day began to appear, withdrew beyond 

the Tigris, and broke down the bridges which they had 
laid over that river, that the Romans might not purfue 
them b . The lofs was great on both fides ; but the Ro- 
mans, by remaining mailers of the field, claimed the vic- 
tory c . 

r Philoftorg. lib. in. cap. tt. p. 45. Socrat. lib. ii.cap. £3. p. 107. 
* Eutrop. p. 588. Julian, p, 4.3. » Lib. p. 133. b Ibid. 

Julian. Orat. i. p. 45* c Amraian. p. 11*. 

In 
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In the following year, when UJpius Limenius and Aco- A dnacful 
nius Catulinus were confuls, the city of Berytus was in earthquake 
great part overturned by an earthquake \ which fo fright- at Ber J tu ** 
ened the inhabitants, that fuch of them as had not yet em- 
braced the Chriltian religion, crowded to the churches to 
be baptized : but the lives of fuch converts, not inflructed 
in the holy myfteries, and the duties of their profeflion, did 
no great honour to the religion they pretended to embrace d . 
Con dans, in the beginning of this year, was in Gaul e : 
there Athanafius took leave of him, upon his fetting out for 
his fee in Egypt. From Gaul he patted into Illyricum, and 
was on the twenty-feventh of May at Sirmium f ; whence 
he returned to Gaul before winter. Conftantius was on 
the firft of April at Antioch, and fome time after at Edefla 
in Mefopotamia i whence he wrote to Athanafius, prefling 
him to haften his return to the Eaft. He was at Conilan- 
tinople on the third of October. The law enacted this 
year on the eleventh of April, exempting the ecclefiaftics 
from all civil functions and employments, is commonly af- 
cribed to him. 

The following year 350, when Sergius and Nigrinianus 
were confuls, is remarkable for many great events. The 
Perfians, notwith Handing the lofs they had fuftained in 
348, returned with a powerful army, an incredible num- 
ber of elephants, and warlike engines of all kinds j after 
ravaging Mefopotamia, and taking feveral fortrefTes there, 
they fat down before Nifibis the third time, and left no- Nijibh bt- 
thing unattempted to reduce that important place. Con-/<W* 
itantius was then at a great diftance, the disturbances which t ^ r< ^ tmit 
happened this year in the Weft requiring his prefence 
there. But the city was defended by Lucilianus, father-in- 
law to Jovian, afterwards emperor, an officer of great cou- 
rage and experience, and by the holy bifhop James, in 
whofe prayers the garrifon and inhabitants confided more 
than in their own valour and arms The Perfians bat- 
tered the walls for feveral days together, with many en- 
gines which they had brought with them for that purpofe, 
and at the fame time endeavoured to undermine them ; but 
all their efforts proving ineffectual, Sapor caufed the river 
Mygdonus, flowing through the city, to be turned into a 
new channel, hoping by that expedient to diftrefs the in- 
habitants for want of water ; but finding them fufficiently 
fupplied with wells and fprings within the walls, he caufed 

* Theoph. p. 3a. Ccdrcn. p. 199. « Athan. Apol. ii. p. 774.. 
f Cod. Theod. Chronol. p. 48. g Philoltorg. lib. lii. cap. 13. 
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the courfe of the river to be {topped, and thus laid the 
whole country round the town under water •, infomuch that 
it feemed an ifland in the midft of the fea. His defign was 
to overflow the town j but as it flood on a rifing-ground, 
the waters did not reach the top of the walls : he there* 
fore ordered them to be battered with all kinds of warlike 
engines from fhips and boats, of which he aflembled an 
incredible number for that purpofe. This attack laded fe- 
verai days ; but proving in the end ineffectual, Sapor cauf- 
ed the river to be (topped above the city by a wall or mole 
of an extraordinary breadth and height ; which being fud- 
denly broken down, the waters rufhed with fuch violence 
again ft the wall of the city, that it was overturned, and 
laid level with the giound, for the fpace of a hundred cu- 
bits. 

ThevigO' The enemy, believing themfelves now matters of the 
rous refift- place, advanced with loud (houts to the attack ; but, to 
tmeeof the their great furprize, met with fo vigorous a refiftance, the 
g *7'^° tt g arr tf° n and inhabitants being encouraged and animated by 
hJanlt.* the * r noI y bi^op, that the Perfians were obliged to retire, 
after having loft a great many men, horfes, and elephants, as 
the reader will find related at large by the emperor Julian h . 
Heaven itfelf feemed to efpoufe the caufe of the inhabitants 
of Nifibis ; for the Perfians, during the attack, were fo 
terrified with dreadful flames of lightning, winds, and rain, 
that they were not in a condition either of defending them- 
felves, or offending their enemy *. They are faid to have 
loft in this one attack above ten thoufand men. Sapor did 
all that lay in his power to prevent the inhabitants from 
repairing the breach, annoying them with inceffantihowers 
pf arrows, but to no effect ; for the very next morning he 
faw, to his great furprize, a new wall raifed, and the gar- 
rifon ready to receive him. He continued the fiege j but 
was, as often as he attacked the place, repulfed with great 
lofs. Befides, his army was annoyed with fwarms of lmall 
Hies; which, entering the noftrils of the horfes, and the 
trunks of the elephants, rendered them quite ungovern- 
able infomuch that great numbers of the Perfians were 
trodden under foot, and crufhed to pieces. To thefe evirs 
"Was added a dreadful famine, and foon after a plague, 
which made a terrible havock in the Perfian camp, and in 
Iheficgi the end obliged Sapor to raife the fiege, after it had lafted 
rayed. near f our ninths, and retire with the lofs of twenty thou- 
fand men k . The many evils and calamities which afRi£ted 

h Jul. Orat. ii. p. i j6« * Theoph. p. 3}. k Jul. Theoph. 
iW4. Iheodor. p< 6 33 . 

the 
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the Perfians during this memorable liege, are afcribed by 
Theodoret and Sozomen to the prayers of James, biihop of 
the place. It is certain, however, that Sapor was forced to 
abandon the enterprize, after having, in the tranfports of 
his rage, put fome of his chief commanders to death, and 
all thofe who had advifed him to this war. 

We (hall now give a fuccincl: account of the difturbances 
in the Weft, which encouraged the Perfians to invade the 
Roman dominions, and lay fiege to Nifibis. Magnentius, 
the fon of one Magnus, a native of Germany, and com- Magntn- 
mander of fome troops appointed to guard the banks of the tint rt- 
Rhine, finding Conftans univerfally defpifed by the army, volts, 
on account of his indolence and inactivity, refolved to dif- 
patch him, and raife himfelf to the purple. He imparted his 
defign to Marcellinus, receiver of the revenues in Gaul, to 
Chreftus, and fome other officers, and gained them over to 
his intereft. On the day appointed for the execution of the 
plot, Marcellinus, under pretence of celebrating his fon's 
birth-day, invited Magnentius, and the chief officers of the 
army, to an entertainment, which lafted till the night was 
far advanced, when Magnentius withdrew, and foon after 
returned in the imperial robes, with all the enfigns of fo- 
vereignty. Such of the company as were privy to the de- 
fign, immediately faluted him with the title of Auguftus. 
The reft, who looked upon it at firft as a jeft, were eafily 
prcvailed'upon, as they were heated with wine, to follow 
the example of the confpirators ; fo that Magnentius was, 
by all who were prefent, acknowleged emperor. This in- 
cident happened in the city of Autun, on the eighteenth 
of January, while Sergius and Nigrinianus were confuls, 
four years after the council of Sardica, and ten after the 
death of young Conftantine The ufurper immediately 
feized on the imperial palace at Autun, and diftributed 
among the populace what fums he found there ; which in- 
duced not only the city, but the neighbouring country, to 
efpoufe his caufe. Their example was followed by a body 
of cavalry detached from the army in Illyricum, to rein- 
force that in Gaul. Magnentius, upon his firft a {Turning 
the title of emperor, difpatched one Gaifo, a commander 
in the army, with orders to put Conftans to death. The 
unhappy prince, being informed of what had palled, threw 
off the imperial robes, and fled towards Spain. But Gaifo, 
informed of the route he had taken, followed him clofe 
with a chofen body of troops, and overtaking him at He- 

1 Zof. p. 66». Zonar p. u. Jul. Orat, ii. p. 106, 107. Hieron. 
Chron. 
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Conftans !ena, a (mall village at the foot of the Pyrenees, difpatcbed 
murdered. n i m there with many wounds. 

Yr. of Fl. ^ uch wa8 thc cncl °* Conftans, the great Conftantine's 
»8oo. youngeft fon, in the thirtieth year of his age, and thirteenth 
A. D. 350. of his reign. He was a zealous defender of the Chriftian 
U.C. 1148. religion, and the orthodox faith, a declared enemy to the 
„. Arians, Donatifts, and all fectaries. He filled the churches 

rJaerV w ' tn 8*^ ts an< * onrcrm g s > having nothing fo much at heart 
as the propagation of the gofpel, the aboliihing of idolatry, 
and the unity of the church m . So fays Athanafius, who 
never fpeaks of him but with the greateft refpect and ve- 
neration, giving him conftantly the title of Blefled. The 
fame writer affures us, that he had received the facra- 
ment of baptifm, and feems to rank him among the mar- 
tyrs. On the other hand, the Pagan writers treat his cha- 
racter with great feverity. Aurelius Victor writes, that 
after he had reigned fome years with great applaufe, he 
abandoned himfelf to cruelty and avarice °. Libanius charges 
him with fuffering one Eueenius, and his other favourites, 
to opprefs the people c . Victor the younger complains of 
his preferring to the moft profitable employments fuch as 
were able to lay down moft money for them, without any 
regard to merit p. Eutropius likewife blames his minifters, 
and adds, that the many vices which began to appear in the 
prince, joined to the rapacioufnefs of his minifters, ren- 
dered him odious to the foldiery, and infupportable to the 
people Zofimus, an avowed enemy to all princes who 
profefled the Chriftian religion, fpeaks of him as the moft 
cruel and inhuman tyrant that ever wore and difgraced a 
diadem. He paints him as one addicted to all manner of 
lewdnefs, and guilty of fuch crimes as are moft repugnant 
to nature r . Aurelius Victor, and Zonaras 9 , feem to con- 
firm this charge. 

Magnentius, by the death of Conftans, became mafter 
of all the countries beyond the Alps, and foon after of 
Italy, Sicily, and Africa. To ftrengthen his intereft, he 
declared his brother DeOderius, and Decentius, according 
to fome, his other brother, according to others, only his 
coufin, Caefars. The latter took alfo the names of Mag- 
nentius and Magnus, and is diftinguifhed on his medals 
with the uncommon title of Fortiflimus, or Moft Valiant l . 
The news of the death of Conftans, and the revolt of 

* Athan. Apol. i. p. 678, 679. "» Aur. Vicr. p. 517. 0 Lib. 
Orat. iii. p. %\x. p V c*. Epit. p. 544. *I Eutrop. 

p. 588. r Zof. lib. ii. p. 692. * Julian Orat. i. p. 47. 

I Birag. p, 4S3, 48 5 . 
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Oaul, no (boner reached Illyricum, than Veteranio, general 
of the foot in Pannonia, aflumed the imperial robes, and Vettranfo 
caufed himfelf to be faluted with the title of Auguftus by a $* m " '** 
the legions under his command, at Sirmium, on the firft of 
May, according to Idatius, or on the firft of March, as we 
read in the chronicle of Alexandria. He was a native of 
Upper Moefia, and advanced in years when he ufurped the 
fovereignty ; but fo illiterate, that he then firft learned to 
read (D). Befides Magnentius and Veteranio, a third pre- 
tender to the empire ftarted up, in the perfon of Flavius Nepotianus 
Popilius Nepotianus, the fon of Eutropia, filler to Con- afumts th§ 
ftantine the Great, who having aflembled a company of w * r °f* m - 
gladiators, and others of defperate fortunes, aflumed the yyjjjj an 
purple on the third of June, and in that attire prefented r oou . 
himfelf before the gates of Rome. The prefect Anicetus, 
who commanded there for Magnentius, fallied out againft 
him with a body of Romans, who were foon repulfed, and 
driven back into the city ; which Nepotianus took not long 
after, and filled with blood and (laughter, putting to death 
among the reft the prefect Anicetus. Magnentius was no 
fooncr informed of what had happened, than he fent Mar- 
cellinus, his chief favourite, and prime minkter, againft 
this new competitor. Nepotianus received him with great 
refolution ; and a bloody battle enfued between the foldiers 
of Magnentius and the Romans who had efpoufed the caufe 
of Nepotianus } but the latter being betrayed by a fenator, 

(D) Aurelius fpeaks of him nibalianus, who claimed that 
as a man of parts ; the em- right, as having been declared 
peror Julian writes, that he was emprefs by her brother Con- 
no defpicable man ;^ and Eu- ftantine. The emperor Julian 
tropius commends hfm on ac- docs not fpeak or him as an 
count of his probity and affabi- ufurper ; and Zonaras tells us. 
lity ; and adds, that as he had that in afluming the imperial 
ferved in the army from his in- dignity, he wrote to Conftan- 
fancy, and had been always at- tius, alluring him that he had 
tended with fuccefs, he was nothing in view but to oppofe 
univerfally beloved by the fol- the ufurper Magnentius ; and 
diery. It appears, both from that he ihould always look up* 
the chronicle of Alexandria, on himfelf rather as his lieute- 
and from his medals, that he nant, than an emperor or fove- 
was a Chriftian. Philoilorgius reign. Philoftorgius adds, that 
and Theophanes writes, that he Conilantius confirmed to him 
was inverted with the purple by the title of emperor, and fent 
Conftantia, the eldeft fitter of him the diadem (1). 
Conilantius, and widow of An- 

(1) Philoftorg. p. 55. 
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named Heraclitus, his men were put to flight, and him- 
felf killed, after having enjoyed the fovereignty twenty- 
eight days °. Marcellinus ordered his head to be carried 
on the point of a lance through the chief ftreets of the 
city, put all thofe to death who had declared for him, and, 
under pretence of preventing future difturbances, com- 
manded a general ma fiacre of fuch as were any ways re- 
lated to Conftantine. On this occafion many pcrfons of 
great distinction were inhumanly murdered, and among the 
reft Eutropia, the mother of Nepotianus 

Soon after this donteft Magnentius himfelf repaired to 
Rome, to raife the neceflary fupplies for carrying on the 
war againft Conftantius, who was making great prepara- 
Romety- tions to attack him, and revenge the murder of his brother. 
rannically The tyrant, during his flay at Rome, put many perfons of 

°lu{lt bj diftina ' on to death » in order t0 feize thcir eftates 5 and °P~ 
uuf. MH prefled the reft in a moft tyrannical manner, obliging them, 

under pain of death, to contribute half of what they were 
worth towards the expences of the approaching war. Hav- 
ing, by thefe means raifed gteat fums, he aflembled a nu- 
merous army, confiding of Romans, Germans, Gauls, 
Franks, Britons, and Spaniards; but at the fame time 
dreading the uncertain iflue of war, he difpatched ambaf- 
fadors to Conftantius, with offers of an accommodation x . 
That prince was then at Antioch, where, upon the firft 
advice of his brother's death, he had caufed himfelf to be 
acknowleged emperor of the Weft. To fupport that title 
he had aflembled all the troops difperfed in the feveral pro- 
vinces of the Eaft, and a more powerful fleet, if the em- 
peror Julian is to be credited, than that with which Xerxes 
Ccnjfantius formerly invaded Greece. Conftantius fet out from An- 
marches tioch about the beginning of the autumn, and pafling 
a^Qinfi through Constantinople, arrived at Heraclea, where he was 
met by deputies from Magnentius and Veteranio, who had 
agreed to fupport each other, in cafe Conftantius would not 
hearken to an accommodation. The terms propofed by 
their deputies were, that they mould aflift him with all 
their forces againft the Perfians and other Barbarians, and 
acknowlege him as the firft emperor, provided he fuffered 
them to enjoy the fame title. The deputies of Magnentius 
propofed in his name a match between him and Conftantia, 
or rather Conftantina, the fifter of Conftantius, and widow 

■ Zof. lib. ii. p. 693. Eutrop. p. 588. Aur. Vi£t. p. 5x7. Ammian. 
p. 316, 319. « Themift. Orat. ii. p. 43. Julian. Orat. iti. p. 

106, 107. * Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 64. Socrat. lib. i.cap. 3a. 
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of Annibalianus, offering at the fame time to Conftantius 
the fitter of Magnentius 

But Conftantius, refoived to hearken to no terms, order- Confiantbs 
ed the deputies, both of Magnentius and Vcteranio, to be r *J'&» tfu 
committed tocuftody, and purfuing his march with incre- i J rms 
dible expedition, arrived at Sardica, before Veteranio knew ^atUnpr* 
of his departure from Heraclea. However, he affembled pofedby 
in hade a body of troops, refoived to put the whole to the Magna. 
iflue of a battle ; which Conftantius wifely declined, offer- tiui ' 
ing to conclude a feparate treaty with Veteranio, that he 
might not have two enemies to contend with at once. Ve- 
teranio liftened to the propofal, and being acknowleged 
emperor by Conftantius, joined hirn with all his forces. 
The two princes, after the conjunction of their forces, 
mounted the tribunal together to harangue their troops* 
Conftantius, who fpoke firft, reminded the foldiers, in a 
very elegant and artful fpeech, of their obligations to his 
father ; of the bounties they had received from him, and 
of the oaths of allegiance which they had taken to his fons : 
he concluded with exhorting them not to fufier the inhu- 
man murder of his brother, the fon of fo great a prince, to 
pafs unrevenged ; and declaring, that he only demanded 
what was in juftice due to him, it being agreeable to all 
the laws of equity, that to a brother mould fucceed a bro- 
ther, and not a ftranger, much lefe an open enemy to the 
whole imperial family*. Though this fpeech was levelled Veteramo 
againft Magnentius alone, yet the foldiers, applying it to ffify by 
Veteranio, cried out aloud, that they acknowleged no other "'J 9 ""'?' 
emperor but Conftantius, pulled Veteranio down from the 
tribunal, and obliged him to quit the purple and diadem. 
He thereupon threw himfelf at Conftantius' s feet, and im- 
plored his mercy. The emperor received him with great 
kindnefs, embraced him, ftyled him father, entertained 
him at his table, and afterwards fent him to Prufia in fii- 
thynia, where he allowed him a maintenance fuitable to 
his quality. This incident happened, according to fome, 
at Sirmium, according to others, at Naiffus, on the 25th 
of December, 350. Veteranio fpent the refidue of his life 
in works of piety, in a (Tilting daily at the holy myfteries, 
and in relieving the diftrefled, without ever intermeddling 
in affairs of ftate •, he is even faid to have written frequently 
to Conftantius, returning him thanks for having delivered 
him from the anxiety and cares attending the (Sovereignty, 
and bythefe means procured him the happinefs he enjoyed *, 

y Zonar. p. 14 Thcraift Orat, iii. iv. p. 4a, 56. Jul. Orat* ii. p« 
$5. * Zof. p. 694. Athan. Solit. p. 844. • Zonar. p. 14. 

Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 2$. p. no. Zof. p. 695. 
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Conflantius, now matter of all Illyricum, which was held 
by Veteranio, and of the army he commanded, confifting 
of an incredible number of foot, and twenty thoufand 
horfe, refolved to march again ft Maghentius, as foon as 
the feafon would allow him to take the held, and attack the 
tyrant in his own dominions. In the mean time, upon ad- 
vice that the Perfians were preparing to invade the eaftern 
GaUus provinces, he married his filler Conftantina, the widow of 
marries Annihalianus, to Gall us his coufin-german, the fon of his 
^andi? 1 *** unc ^ c J uuus Conftantius ; created him Cxfar on the 1 5th 
created °f March ; allotted him for his ihare not only all the Eaft, 
C*far. but Thrace and Conftantinople ; and fent him to Antioch 
to oppofe the Perfians, in cafe of an invafion b . Philoftor- 
gius writes, that before the two princes parted, they took 
a folemn oath, in the prefence of Theophilus, and the 
other biihops then at court, to maintain an inviolable fide- 
lity to each other c . The Perfians contented themfelves 
with making fome inroads into the Roman dominions, but 
were conftantly repulfed by Gallus. Thefe inroads and 
incurfions conftitute the war mentioned by Philoftorgius 
and Theophanes d , and faid to have been finiflied with great 
glory by Gallus Caefar. About the fame time that Gallus 
was created Caefar by Conftantius, Magnentius, who was 
then at Milan, gave the fame title, according to Zonaras, 
to his brother Decentius, whom he difpatched into Gaul, 
to defend that country againft the Barbarians who had in- 
vaded it; for Conftantius had not only inftigated the Franks 
and Saxons to break into that province* by promifing to re- 
linquifti to them all the places they (hould reduce, but had 
fent them large fupplies of money and arms Cor that purpofe** 
The Franks The Barbarians, upon this encouragement, invaded Gaul 
and Saxons with a numerous army, overthrew Decentius in a pitched 
i«Wf battle, committed every-where dreadful ravages, and re- 
CatU ' duced the country to the deplorable condition in which Ju- 
lian found it, as he himfelf relates in the year 356 f . In 
the mean time Magnentius, having aflembled a formidable 
army, confifting chiefly of Gauls, Franks, and Saxons, 
left Italy, and crofting the Alps, advanced into the plains 
of Pannonia, where Conftantius, whofe main ftrength 
confifted in cavalry, was waiting for him. Magnentius, 
hearing that his competitor was encamped at a fmall dis- 
tance, difpatched a meflenger to him, inviting him into the 
extenfive plains of Scifcia on the Save, to decide which of 
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them had the beft title to the empire. Conftantius accept- 
ed the challenge with great joy, and ordered his troops to 
file off towards Scifcia 5 but as they marched in diforder 
they fell into an ambufcade, and were put to flight with 
great (laughter *. Magnentius, elated with this fuccefs, Magmn- 
quickened his march towards Scifcia, without attending to tiut r *}<&* 
the terms propofed by Philip, in Conftantius's name, who *3 l J™ 
dreading the evil confequences of a civil war, offered to ' 
yield the prefecture of Gaul, that is, Gaul, Spain, and 
Britain, and to acknowlege him emperor, upon condition 
that he relinquiftied Italy. Philip being difmiffed, Mag- 
nentius attempted to pafs the Save in the neighbourhood of 
Scifcia; but the garrifon fallying out, and Conftantius, 
who was at a fmall di fiance, haftening with a ftrong de- 
tachment to fupport them, the ufurper's men were put to 
flight, and great numbers of them cut in pieces. Notwith- 
ftanding this defeat, he fent, a few days after, Titian us, 
a Roman fenator, with the character of ambaffador, to 
Conftantius, advifing him, if he tendered his life, to re- 
linquiih the empire, and pafs the refidue of his days it* 
retirement. To this haughty meffage, and the bitter invec- 
tives uttered by Titianus, again ft the great Conftantine and 
his children, which Zofimus himfelf ftyles outrageous in- 
fults, Conftantius anfwered with great temper, that he did 
not doubt but heaven would efpoufe his caufe, and revenge 
the blood of his brother on the author of his death b . 

While the two armies lay at a fmall diftance from each 
other, Sylvanus, of whom hereafter, abandoning Magnen- 
tius, fled over to Conftantius, with a confiderable body of 
cavalry under his command. Magnentius, no way intimi- Safcia 
dated at his defection, attacked Scifcia, and having taken b * 
it by affault, and levelled it with the ground, he laid waft e an j 
the whole country lying on the Save, and then fat down IwelUd 
before Sirmium, the metropolis of Illyricum 5 but not being with tht 
able to reduce it, he removed from thence, and laid clofe 
fiege to Murfa ; a ftep which obliged Conftantius to quit 
his camp at Cibale, where his father had formerly defeated 
Licinius, and haften to the relief of the place. Magnen- 
tius, informed of his approach, placed four thoufand Gauls 
in a neighbouring wood, with orders to fall upon the ene- 
my's rear, when they found both armies engaged. But 
Conftantius receiving timely notice of the ambufcade, feiz- 
ed all the avenues leading to the wood, by which means 
the party was cut off 1 . After having taken this precaution, 
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Conftantius approached Murfa, and drew up his army in 
the adjoining plain, along the Drave or Draw, on which 
Murfa ftood, the river being on his right, and Mag- 
nentius's left. Both armies, thus ranged in battle-array, 
continued in the prefence of each other till the clofe of the 
day ; during which time Magnentius, though he profefied 
the Chriftian religion, is faid to have facrificed, by the ad- 
vice of a magician, a virgin, and to have obliged his men 
to drink of her blood mixed with wine. 
Yr. of Fl. At length the fignal was given, and the two armies ad- 
*8ot. vanced againft each other with great fury, Magnentius's 
U C^io^" centrc » according to the account of the emperor Julian k , 
_ was, at the firft onfet, put in diforder by Conftantius's left 

The battle wing and cavalry ; a difafter which Magnentius, who had 
*/ Murfa. drawn them up unikilfully, as being altogether ignorant of 
the art of war, no fooner obferved, than he abandoned 
them, and (hamefully fled His men, efpecially the Gauls 
and Barbarians, afhamed to follow the example of their 
leader, though broken, and in the utmoft confufion, often 
rallied in platoons, and, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of 
the victorious army, maintained their ground till the night 
was far advanced, having no refource but in victory, and 
being animated by their commanders, who were men 
of great valour and experience. Some, favoured by the 
darknefs of the night, made their efcape ; but the far 
greater part were either cut in pieces or puttied into the 
river, and drowned Such was the iflue of the memor- 
able battle of Murfa, fought, according to the emperor Ju- 
lian, about the end of the autumn; but, according to Ida- 
tius, on the 28th of September. Zonaras writes, that 
Magnentius loft on this occafion twenty-four thoufand men, 
and that the lofs of Conftantius amounted to thirty thou- 
ThebattU fand 5 but this account muft be exaggerated. However 
of Murfa tnat DCj tne cmp i re was greatly weakened by this blow, 

tiJe. and thc battle of Murfa is S enerall y reckoned by the an- 
" cients one of the moft dreadful calamities that ever hap- 
pened to Rome m . Moft of the officers on both fides were 
killed, and among the reft Menelaus, who commanded the 
' Armenian archers under Conftantius, and had greatly fig- 
nalized himfelf during the engagement. He was flain by 
Romulus the enemy's general, who being mortally wounded 
by him, would not retire till he had killed the perfon who 
had given him the wound. Marcellinus, the chief author 
of this war, and all thc evils attending it, difplayed uncom* 

k Jul. Orat. i. it. p. 6;, 106. 1 Idem ibid, p. 67, no. raVift. 
Epit. Hicr. Chron. Eutrop. &c. 
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mon courage in the battle ; but was never afterwards heard 
of, nor could his body be found ; whence he was believed 
to have been drowned in the river. As foon as it was day An xnfianct 
the emperor, beholding from an adjoining eminence the °f Conftan- 
plain covered, and the river choaked up, with dead bodies, ^'J^ 00 **"' 
could not refrain from tears at fo melancholy a fight, more 
grieved at the flaughter of fo many men than rejoiced at 
the victory, he ordered all the flain to be buried without 
diftinction, and fuch as were wounded to be attended with 
care. At the fame time he caufed a general pardon to be 
proclaimed for all thofe who had borne arms againft him ; 
thofe only excepted who had been concerned in the death 
of his brother Conftans n . Magnentius, abandoning Pan- Ma^nen~ 
nonia, fled with the remains of his (nattered army into tiu i re jj res 
Italy, there to recruit his broken forces, and try the for- t0 Iia 9' 
tune of another battle °. Conftantius did not purfue him, 
becaufe the winter approached, fays Julian ; and likewife, 
becaufc his army was greatly fatigued, weakened, and 
confequently not in a condition to undertake any new ex- 
pedition. 

Next year Decentius Caefar and Paulus were acknowleg- 
ed confuls at Rome, and Conftantius the fifth time, with 
Callus Cxfar, at Conftantinople. Conftantius patted the 
winter at Sirmium, as appears from the dates of feveral of 
his conftitutions. By one dated the twenty-fixth of Febru- 
ary of this year 352, and addrefled to the prefect Ruflnus, 
he granted to eunuchs the liberty of making teftaments p ; 
whence it is evident, that till his time, they had been ex- 
cluded from that privilege. Conftantius was a great fa- 
vourer of eunuchs, and entirely governed by them and his 
other domeftics Magnentius having, after the battle of 
Murfa, fortified the pafTes of the Alps, and left a fufficient 
number of troops to defend them, remained the whole 
winter at Aquileia, palling his time, if Julian is to be cre- 
dited, in fealting and debaucheries, as if no danger threat- 
ened him. But Conftantius, as foon as the feafon was Conftantius 
proper for action, afiembled his troops, and having, with- paffesthe 
out the lofs of one man, furprifed and taken a caftle on the ?f~ 
Alps, in which Magnentius had left a ftrong garrifon, ad- * u 
vanced in order to force the reft. His fudden approach 
ftruck the tyrant with fuch terror, that he immediately 
abandoned Aquileia, and ordered the troops that guarded 
the other paffes on the Alps to follow him. In confequence 
of this prepofterous conduct, Conftantius entered Italy 

a Jul. Orat. i. ii. p. 69. 107. • Zof. lib. ii. p. 700. P Cod. 
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without oppofition, made himfelf mailer of Aquileia arid 
the neighbouring country. From thence he advanced to 
Pavia, where Magnentius gained a confiderable advantage 
over him; which, however, did not prevent him from re«* 
ducing the whole country bordering on the Po, while the 
foldiers of Magnentius abandoned him in whole troops, and 
Mognen- delivered up to the enemy the places they garrifoned. This 
tius retires defection fo diflieartened the tyrant, that in the end he left 
into Gaul. Italy, and retired with all his forces into Gaul r . 

Conftantiu6 was mafter of Rome and Italy before the 
third of November, for we find a law bearing date, ad- 
dreffed to the Roman people, wherein the emperor declares 
void fome of the acts of Magnentius Not fatisfied with 
driving him from Italy, he fent a powerful fleet to feize on 
Africa, Africa and Carthage *, which immediately fubmitted, as did 
Sidlj t and foon after Sicily and Spain. At the fame time feveral cities 
Spain, de- j n q zu \ revo i te( i f rom tne tyrant, and among the reft 

Conjfan-* Treves, the inhabitants of which important place, (hutting 
tius. their gates againft Decentius Csefar, the tyrant's brother, 
declared for Conftantius, and chofe one Pemenes to govern 
them in his name. Magnentius, apprehending his affairs 
to be now in a defperate condition, difpatched to Conftan- 
tius a fenator, and after him fome bifhops, to treat of a peace, 
offering to refign the fovereignty, upon condition that the 
emperor would grant him his life, and fome honourable em- 
ployment : but the emperor treated the fenator as a fpy, and 
difmifled the bifhops without deigning to return them an 
anfwer l . Magnentius, perceiving there was no room left 
for pardon, recruited his army, and difpatched an afiaflin 
into the Eaft to murder Gallus Caefar, hoping that his death 
would oblige the emperor to withdraw his forces from 
Gaul, and march in perfon to the defence of the eaftem 
provinces, threatened by the Perfians. The aflaflin had 
already gained fome of Callus's guards ; but the plot being 
difcovered before it could be put in execution, they were 
all feized and executed as traitors. 
Ce*ft*tttins Towards the clofe of this, or the beginning of the fol- 
jt^aT lo\v' n g year 353, Conftantius married Eufebia, a native of 
tujcbta. Theflalonica, the daughter of a confular, and of a lady who 
is greatly commended tor licr chaftity, and the extraordi- 
nary care flie took in educating her children after the death 
of her hufband u . She had two brothers, Eufebius and Hy- 
patius, whom we (hall fee confuls in 359. The emperor 
lent for her out of Macedon, married her with great fa- 

t Jul. Orat. i». p. 13^ 134. Ammian. lib. xxxi. p. 457. «Cod. 
Theodof. lit. 5. p. 40S. « Zonar. p. 15, « Julian. Orat. i'u. 
p. 205. 

lemnity, 
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lemnity, loved her to the laft more than he had loved any of 
bis other wives (for he had feveral), and to perpetuate the 
memory of her name, made a newdiocefe, comprehending 
Bithynia, and fome other provinces, to which he gave the 
name of Pietas, or Piety y the import of the Greek word 
Eufebia w (D). Conftantins was this year, as appears from 
the dates of his laws, on the twenty-fixth of February, and 
fifth of March, at Sirmium ; on the eighth of April at Sa- 
baria in Pannonia ; on the twenty-feventh of the fame 
month, the thirteenth of May, and the twenty-fourth of 
June, at Sirmium ; on the third of November, at Milan ; 
and, on the firft of December, again at Sirmium \ 

In the fucceeding year, when Conftantius was conful 
the fixth time, and Galius Caefar the fecond, the war againft 
Magnentius was carried on with more vigour than ever, 

w Ammian. lib. xxi. p. 185. Cang. Byzant. Fam. p 48. Julian, 
p. 106. Vift. Epit. * Cod. Juft. lib. vi. tit. i». leg. 5. p. 544. 

(D) She is greatly commend- pofture; and ftand till he had 

ed by Ammianus (1), Zoiimus taken his place, and given her 

(2) , and above all by Julian, leave to lit down. Suidas and 
who wrote her panegyric about Philoftorgius (4) beftow great 
the year 357 (5), for her beau- encomiums on Leontius, and 
ty, virtue, obliging behaviour, paint him as a man of extraor- 
ikill in polite learning, and pru- dinary merit; but to us he 
dence. Baronius fpeaks or her feems to have been, at lead, 
as a profefled enemy to the ca- deftitute of prudence and dilV 
tholic church, and a zealous fa- cretion. The prelates of the 
vourer of the Arians. Suidas church ought not to flatter 
tells us, that Leontius bifliop princes with a mean complai- 
of Tripoli in Lydia, refuting fance; but neither are they al- 
to wait upon the emprefs, be- lowed, in admonifhing them of 
caufe (he had received other bi- their faults, to be wanting to 
mops with great haughtinefs, that refpeft which is due to 
fte fent for him ; but he, in- their high ftation. Eufebia 
tfead of complying immediately proved barren; whence, ei- 
with her mclTage, acquainted ther out of jealoufy, or for 
her, that he thought himfelf fome reafons ofltate unknown 
obliged to avoid appearing be- to us, fhe obliged her lifter-in- 
fore her, unlefs (hepromifed to law Helena, whom Julian had, 
receive him with that refpect by her intereft, obtained in 
which was due to his character; marriage of Conftantius, to take 
that is, to defcend from her a potion, which made her mif- 
throne, as foon as he appeared ; carry as often as ihe proved 
to meet him near the door ; to with child (5); 

receive his bleffing in a humble 

(1) Ammian. lib. xxi. p. 185. (4) Zof. lib. lit. p. 701. 

(3) Julian. Orat. iii. p. 190. (4) Philoftorg. lib. vii, cap. 6. p. 504. 
$uid. ibid. (5) Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 7a. 
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and happily ended by a third battle y , fought by the em- 
peror's generals in the Cottian Alps, that is, in the Higher 
Dauphinc, near a caftle called Mons Seleucus, or Mons 
Scleuci, between Die and Gap, not far from the place 
where the prefent borough of Afpres (lands *. The forces 
Magnen- of Magnentius being in this battle likewife routed and 
tius defeat- broken, the tyrant took flielter in Lions; but the few fol- 
t in au. jj ere wn0 attended him, defpairing now of any farther 
fuccefs, refolved to purchafe the emperor's favour by de- 
livering up to him his rival, the author of the prefent ca- 
lamitous war; and accordingly furrounded the houfe where 
he lodged, to prevent his efeape. It was probably on this 
occafion, that Magnentius addrcfling himfelf to his men, 
they, inftead of lifteningto him, cried out with one voice, 
41 Long live Conftantius Auguftus." The tyrant, well ap- 
prifed of the intention of his men, and thereupon tranf- 
ported with rage anddefpair, firft flew with his own hand 
his mother, his brother Dcfiderius, whom he had created 
Cacfar, and fuch of his relations and friends as were with 
Yr. of Fl. him ; and then, fixing his fword in a wall, threw himfelf 
1803. upon lt * to avoid, by that means, a more (hameful death, 
u'c-'g 3 ,^ which he well deferved, and had juft reafon to apprehend, 
_ if he fell alive into the hands of Conftantius a . Such was 

He lays<vi- the deferved end of the tyrant and ufurper Magnentius, the 
blent hands firft, fay fome writers, who brought a fcandal upon Chrif- 
on himfelf, Canity, 0 f which he made an outward profcflion, by the 
murder of his lawful fovereign. 

All authors agree, that Magnentius died this year 353, 
about the middle of Augufl, after he had held the fupreme 
power three years, and near feven months, being, at the 
time of his death, about fifty years old. His head was, by 
the emperor's orders, cut off, and carried through moft of 
Decemius tne provinces of the empire b . His brother DecentiusCa> 

fi/anzUs ** r » who was marcmn g to n,s aflHtance, and had already 
himfdj. reached Sens, hearing of his death, and finding himfelf 
furrounded on all fides by the enemy's forces, chofe rather 
to ftranglc himfelf, than to fall alive into the emperor's 
hands. His death happened on the eighteenth of Auguft c . 
On fome of his medals he is ftyled Auguftus ; and both on 
his, and thofe of Magnentius, mention is made of a vic- 
tory gained by the two Augufti, and by Caefar. This vic- 
tory is perhaps the advantage they gained over Conftantius 
at Pavia, as we have related above ; after which Magnen- 

y Jul. Orat. ii. p. 137. * Burdigal. Itin. p. 39. Itin. An- 

ton, p. it. Baud. p. 493. * Zonar. p. 16. ZoC. lib. ii. p. 701. 
* Via. Epit. p. 544. Ammian. lib. xxii. p. 2*7. c Zof. p. 7° J ' 
2onar. p. 16. 
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tlus probably gave Decentius the title of emperor. Zonaras 
writes, that Defiderius was not killed by Magnentius, but 
dangeroufly wounded ; and that upon his recovery he 
yielded himfelf up to Conftantius* 1 . That author does not Conflan* 
tell us what reception he met with ; but Julian fays in ge- tius's cU~ 
neral terms, that Conftantius, after the victory, (heathed men( y eXm 
his fword, and fpared thofe who were fufpedled of the Jj^f^jj. 
greateft crimes, the tyrant's favourites and confidants, and gyrifls\ 
fuch as, taking upon them to difcharge his embattles, had 
abufed their prince in a moft outrageous manner. 

But other hiftorians do not fpeak fo favourably of Con- fromwhm 
ftantius ; Zofimus tells us, that not able to bear his good hiftorians 
fortune, he grew proud, haughty, and imperious. Libanius ^ifer-, 
atTerts, that thofe who had ferved under Magnentius, 
dreading the feverity of Conftantius, and not daring to (hew 
themfelves, turned public robbers, and infefted the high- 
ways, till they were again taken into the fervice by Julian*. 
Ammianus aflures us, that the emperor fpared none who 
had, or were fufpetted to have rendered the ufurper any 
coniiderable fervice ; and that many officers, both civil and 
military, were under that pretence loaded with chains, and 
dragged to the tribunal of the emperor, who fentenced 
them to death, or feized their eftates, and confined them 
to defert iflands, upon the depofition of their known ene- 
mies, or perfons altogether unworthy of credit : and fre- 
quently upon bare fufpicions, when no one appeared againft 
them f . Many innocent perfons, fays the fame writer, were 
put to death, or banifhed : among the latter he names one 
Gerontius, who had been honoured by Magnentius with 
the title of comes or count, and was therefore firfl racked, 
by Conftantius's order, in a moft inhuman manner, and 
then fent into exile. 

As the emperor gave ear to informations, informers mul- 
tiplied without number ; but the moft mifchievous of that 
infamous tribe was one Paulus, a Spaniard, who had the 
character of fecretary, and was nicknamed Catena ; that 
is, Chain; being remarkable for making accufations arife 
from one another, and linking them together, as it were, 
in a chain. He was fent into Britain, to bring from thence P**t*s Ca* 
the tribunes and other officers, who had fided with Mag- mt ' 
nentius. He difcharged this commiflion with fuch cruelty \ r ^ftntint9 
and injuftice, that Martinus, a man of known integrity, Britain, 
and at that time vicar of the ifland, generoufly interpofing 
in behalf of the innocent, declared, that unlefs Paulus al- 

* Zon. p. 16. « Lib. Orat. ii. p. 28 5, *S6. { Ammian. 
lib. xiv. p. 9. 
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tercd his mcafures, he would withdraw from his govern- 
ment, not being able to fee the innocent thus tyrannically 
opprefled, and confounded with the guilty. This declara- 
tion Paulus highly refentcd, and even threatened to treat 
him as a traitor, and fend him loaded with chains to the 
emperor. Thus provoked, Martinus drawing his fwordj 
attempted to kill the informer ; but he dexteroufly avoiding 
the pufh, received only a flight wound ; and the brave 
Martinus buried his fword in his own bread. Notwith- 
standing the odium which the death of fo deferving a man 
His cruiltj. ca ft U p 0n the reign of Conflantius, all thofe whom Paulus 
brought to him were ftripped of their eftates, and either 
profcribed, banifhed, or put to death. The emperor was 
this year, on the fixth of September, at Lions, as appears 
from a law bearing that date, which declares all the public 
a£bof the ufurper void, and promifes indemnity and par- 
don to all concerned in his revolt, excepting thofe who 
were guilty of five crimes, which the laws puniflied with 
death *. By another law of this year, he granted many 
valuable privileges and exemptions to the clergy, to their 
wives, children, and domeftics. From Lions the emperor 
removed to Aries, where he palled the winter, and folem- 
nized with great pomp and rejoicings the end of the thir- 
tieth year of his reign, reckoning from the time he had 
been created Caefar ; that is, from the eighth of Novem- 
ber 323 h . 

Gaul was this year ravaged by the Barbarians beyond the 
Rhine, and the dilbanded troops of Magnentius. At Rome 
the populace rofe on account of the fcarcity of provifions, 
and committed great diforders. In Afia the Ifaurian rob- 
Thtifau- bers over-ran Lycaonia and Pamphylia, and even laid fiege 
rianscver- tQ geleucia, a great and populous city, and the capital of 
'trwincts. ^ aur * a « Count Caftricius defended the place with three 
f legions, fays Ammianus. Gallus Caefar no fooner received 

intelligence of the fiege of Seleucia, than he difpatched 
Nibridius, count of the Eaft, to the relief of the place, who 
obliged the Ifaurians to abandon the enterprize, and take 
refuge in their inacceffible mountains. At the fame time 
the Saracens committed dreadful ravages in Mefopotamia i 
and the Perfians, under the command of Nohadarus, at- 
tempted to furprife the city of Batne, in the province of 
Anthemufia, on the Euphrates, on occafion of a great fair 
which was annually held there for the vent of Indian and 
Chinefe commodities. But the Eaftern provinces were not 

S Cod. Theodof. lib. ix. tit. 38. leg. *. p. 270. b Aramian, 

lib. xiv. p. 8, 9. Nor* Dec. cap. 1. p. 78, 79. 
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fo much harrafled by the Barbarians as by Gallus himfelf, Thtextra- 
who commanded there with the title of Cscfar, and go- vagant be- 
verned like a tyrant and madman. His unexpected ad- &fvj 0 * r *f 
vancement at the age of twenty-four, or twenty-five, his ' 
great quality (for he was nephew of Conftantine, the coufin 
and brother-in-law of Conftantius), fome flight advantages 
obtained over the Jews, Perfians, and Ifaurians, and the 
flattering panegyrics of Libanius and others, pronounced 
before him, infpired him with fuch pride and arrogance, 
that he became altogether infupportable, and abandoned 
himfelf to every act of violence and opprelBon. He is even 
faid to have entertained thoughts of revolting from Conftan- 
tius, and claiming the empire for himfelf 1 . He was naturally 
inclined to cruelty ; and his wife Conftantina, inftead of 
foftening his favage temper, took pains to encourage him 
in his ferocity, and to exafperate him againft fuch as did 
not yield to her the mod flavifli fubmiflion, being elated be- 
yond meafure with the reflection, that ftie was the daughter 
and filler of an emperor, the widow of a king, and the 
wife of Csefar. Ammianus ftyles her the Megaera, or fury 
of her fex ; and adds, that her cruelty was equal to her am- 
bition k . 

Gallus, thus ftimulated by his natural cruelty, and the His cruelty 
reftlefs and turbulent fpirit of his wife, broke out into all aadfufpi- 
acts of violence imaginable. Some were murdered upon c } ous tgm * 
bare fufpicions ; others deprived of their eftates, and ba- ' tr% 
ni fiied. The prince entertained an incredible number of 
informers and fpies, who, infinuating themfelves into all 
companies, made exaggerated reports of what they heard ; 
and the perfons thus accufed were hurried to execution, or 
privately difpatched. Gallus himfelf, in order to make dis- 
coveries, ufed to walk the ftreets in the night-time in dif- 
guife, and mix with the populace in public houfes. His 
Fufpicious and cruel temper being once discovered, fuch as 
had wivate enemies laid hold of the prince's foible to gra- 
tify their own hatred, nothing being more eafy than to de- 
ftroy the mod innocent perfons, and procure the confifca- 
tion of their eftates \ for under Gallus it was one and the 
fame thing to be accufed or fufpected, and condemned. By 
thefe means all the cities and provinces were filled with 
blood and flaughter ; and no man, fays Ammianus, how- 
ever free from guilt, was fure to live, or enjoy his eftate, a 
whole day. Thalaflus, at that time prefect of the Eaft, 
was greatly concerned at the conduct of Gallus ; and had 

I Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 34. p. 128. Liban. Vit. p. 34. * Am- 
tniant p. »> 3. 
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he been a man of prudence and discretion, might have 
eafily corrected it, and prevented many diforders ; but be- 
ing himfelf of a haughty and imperious temper, inftead of 
admonilhing Gallus of his faults with the refpect that was 
due to his rank, he oppofed him with too much heat, and 
checked him with a great deal of roughnefs and ill-natui e. 
He even informed the emperor of all his actions, exag- 
gerating every thing to a great degree, not privately, but 
in public, with a defign Gallus fhould know he had done 
it ; a circumftance which, inftead of reclaiming, prompt- 
ed him to ftill greater excefies, that he might not feem to 
yield to his inferior 

The emperor, having pafied the winter at Aries, went 
early in the fpring to Valence, with a defign to march 
againft Gondomadus and Vadomorus, two brothers, kings 
of the Alemans, who had made frequent inroads into that 
part of Gaul which lay next to their territories. The ren- 
dezvous of the troops defigned for this expedition was at 
Chalons on the Soane, where they began to mutiny for 
want of provifions, the heavy rains that had fallen prevent- 
ing the arrival of the corn that was expected from Aqui- 
taine. Conftantius was inclined to fend to the mutinous 
army Rufinus, prefect of Gaul, with a defign to expole 
him to the fury of the incenfed foldiery, he being very- 
powerful, and by the mother's fide uncle to Gallus, on 
whofe ruin the emperor had already refolved. But Rufinus *s 
friends at court prevailed upon the emperor to change his 
intention; and Eufebius, Conftantius' s chamberlain, gained 
over the moft mutinous and refractory by diftributing mo- 
ney among them privately. The emperor ftaid fome time 
at Valence, and there received certain advice of what Gallus 
had done ; that is, as we conjecture, of the murder of 
Domitian. 

The mutiny being appeafed, and the expected convoys 
arriving, the army marched chearfully towards Rauracum 
on the Rhine, a little above the prefent city of Bade, where 
the emperor attempted to lay a bridge over that river ; but 
the Germans from the other fide of the Rhine difcharged 
fuch inceffant mowers of darts and arrows, that the defign 
was laid afide as altogether impra&icablc. This mifcar- 
riage reduced the emperor to great difficulties ; but while 
he was at a lofs what courfe to take, a perfon well acquaint- 
ed with the country (hewed him a place where the river 
was fordable. They were however prevented from crofting 
it, by the unexpected arrival of deputies from the enemy's. 
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camp 



Digitized by Google 



The Conftantinopolitan Hiftory. iji 

camp to fue for peace 5 which the emperor, by the advice Grants a 
of his council, readily granted, that he might be at leifure p'*** to 
to confult what meafures might be taken with refpeft to his 
co u fin Gall us Caefar, of whofc extravagant conduct new 
complaints were daily laid before him. With this view he 
left Gaul, as foon as the treaty was concluded, and repair- 
ed to Milan, where he paiTed the winter m . In the begin- 
ning of the prefent year, great disturbances were raifed at 
Antioch, on account of the fcarcity of provifions ; for 
Gallus commanding the magistrates to lower the prices, and 
they reprefenting that this ftep^ inftead of mitigating, would 
increafe the evil, he caufed fome of them to be publicly 
executed, and others to be dragged to prifon. But Hono- 
ratus, who was ftill count of the Eaft, oppofed this wild 
decree, and fet the prifoners at liberty n . 

Some time after this t ran faction, Gallus being to fet out 
for Hierapolis, the people of Antioch befought him to give governor of 
orders before his departure, for conveying corn to their city Syria* «- 
from other countries ; he anfwered, that if they were not J*^*'^ 
fupplied, it was the fault of Theophilus, governor of Syria. ta ^ t 
This anfwer the people remembered, and the price of pro- of thepo- 
vifions increasing, four or five mean perfons threw them- pulact. 
felves upon Theophilus in the circus. The populace im- 
mediately aflembling, not only murdered him, but, tranf- 
ported with rage, dragged his body about the ftreets ; a 
treatment which he did not deferve, Raving difcharged his 
employment with great mildnefs and integrity. They at- 
tempted to treat Eubulus, one of the chief men in the city, 
and his fon, in the fame manner ; but they found means 
to efcape the fury of the multitude; who neverthelefs 
burnt their houfes. The death of Theophilus °, thus aban- 
doned by Gallus to the rage of the multitude, and his pro- 
tecting one Serenianus, who was univerfally hated by all 
good men, and had even afpired to the empire, greatly pre- 
judiced Conftantius againft him. The emperor, however, 
wrote feveral obliging letters to him ; but at the fame time, 
under various pretences, drew the flower of his troops into 
the Weft. About this- time Thalaflus, prefect of the Eaft, 
dying, Conftantius named in his room one Domitian; and 
in giving him his inftruttions at his departure, told him, 
among other things, he had been informed that Gallus 
was defirous of coming to Italy, and paying him a vifit ; 
adding, u If you think it proper, you may conduct him to 

«n Cod. Theod. Chron.p. 5a. n Ammian. lib. xiv. p. 45. 

Liban, Vit. • Ammian. p. 16. Julian, p. in. Liban. Orat. 
Xiv. p. 399. 
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my prcfence ; but let it be done with all the duty and re? 
fpect owing to his birth and ftation. 
Tkeimpru- Domitian underftood the emperor's meaning ; but being 

d duM "fthe mean birtn > hc wantcd P olitenef " s and addrefs to execute 
trefea Do. tacit ordcr8 J agreeably to the prince's intention. On 
mitian. ms arrival at Antioch, he went directly to the houfe where 
the prefects lodged, without paying his refpects to Csefar, 
though he patted before his palace ; and, under colour of 
being inciifpofed, ftayed feveral days at home, informing 
himfelf of the conduct of Gallus, and fending to the em-r 
peror an exaggerated account, of all he heard. At length 
Gallus fending him word that he mould be glad to fee him, 
he went to court j and coming up to the prince, " You 
muft go (faid he abruptly) to Italy ; for fuch is the empe- 
ror's pleafure ; which if you refufe to comply with, I fliall 
flop the nectflary appointments for the maintenance of 
your houfliold." Having thus fpoken, he withdrew with- 
out uttering another word, or waiting the prince's anfwer, 
who called him back, and afterwards often fent for him ; 
but could never prevail upon him to appear again at court. 
Gallus, highly provoked, and not without reafon, at the 
conduct of the prefect, ordered him to be put under arrefL 
Montius, or, as others call him, Magnus, then quoeftor, 
forefeeing the evil confequences that muft inevitably attend 
the execution of this order, thought himfelf obliged to pre- 
vent them ; and with great franknefs told Gallus, that he 
ought to pull down the ftatues of Conftantius, before he 
thought of arrefting or putting to death a prefect p. Others 
fay, that addrefling himfelf to Gallus, he fpoke to this ef- 
fect, with an air of contempt: " The emperor has not 
thought fit to truft you with the power of creating a fingle 
magiftrate, and you talk of putting a prefect to death q ". 
Gallus, offended at the liberty which the qua: (tor had taken, 
complained of it to his guards, who immediately feizi-ng 
Montius, and faftening cords to his feet, dragged him to 
the houfe of Domitian, whom they threw down ftairs, and 
Montius dragged, w * tn Monti us, through the chief ftreets of An- 
murdered, tioch, cafting, after many infults* both their bodies into 
**d many the river '. 

nheru This bold attempt, in which Conftantina is faid to have 

had a great fliare, was followed by many other cruelties 
and murders, committed in all the provinces of the Knit, 
at the iuftigation of Gallus and his wife Conftantina, 
whofe thirft after blood was as great as that of her hufband 

p Amm. lib. xiv. p. 16, 17. Zonar. p. 16. * Phjloftorg. 

lib iii. p- 61. r Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 34. p, ia8. 
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The reader will find in Ammianus Marcellinus a detail of 
thefe cruel and inhuman executions. It being discovered, 
that a purple garment was making privately at Tyre, the 
two Apollinares, father and fon, the former governor of 
Phoenicia, and the latter fon-in-law to the prefect Domi- 
tian, were by Gailus's orders arrefted, as if they afpired to 
the fovereignty, and, without any farther inquiry, con- 
demned to banifliment. But thofe who conducted them, at 
fome diftance from Antioch, purfuant to their private or- 
ders, broke their thighs, and then put them to death. Ur- 
ficinus, general of the horfe, was obliged to abandon the 
defence of Nifibis, and haften to Antioch, to prefide at the 
inquiry which the emperor ordered to be made into this 
affair; but the other judges being named, and previoufly 
well inftructed, by Gallus and Conftantina, he could not 
proceed as he would have otherwife done ; for Ammianus 
IVlarcellinus, who ferved under him, fpeaks every-where of 
him as a man of an unblemtfhed character. As this com- 
million gave him an opportunity of discovering many things 
till then not known, he acquainted the emperor with the 
(late of affairs in the Eaft, and prefled him to redrefs the 
many evils which afflicted thofe provinces. Befides the Gallus ac- 
informations the emperor received of Gailus's mal-admini- cufedof 
ftration and cruelties, he was told, that, not fatisfied with ^£'^ g t9 
the dignity of Caefar, he afpired to the fovereignty, and en- ^l&nlu 
tertained evil defigns againft the emperor. 

Conftantius, giving credit to thefe accufations, whether true 
or falfe, refolved upon the ruin and death of Gallus, though 
his coufin-german and brother-in-law 5 but left that prince 
ihould openly revolt, he carefully concealed his intention, 
and wrote a very friendly and obliging letter, inviting him Gallus and 
to Italy, that he might advife with him on certain affiirs of Urficinus 
great importance. At the fame time he wrote to Urficinus, 
at that time magifter equitum, or general of the horfe, in t0 ta ^ % 
the Eaft, to come with all fpeed to Milan, in order to deli- 
berate upon the moft proper meafures that might be taken 
,with relpe£l to the Perfians, who were alTembling their 
forces, as was pretended, with a defign to invade Syria. 
This was likewife a pretext which the emperor made ufe 
of to remove Urficinus, left he mould raife difturbances in 
the Eaft during the abfence of Gallus ; for the eunuchs and 
courtiers, dreading the merits and abilities of that worthy 
man and great warrior, filled the emperor's mind with fuch 
fears and jealoufies, in order to compafs his ruin. One 
Profper, a comes or count, was fent to fucceed him, but 
only with the title and character of his deputy, to remove 

from 
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from him all apprehenfions of his being fufpefted *. Urfi- 
cinus, on the receipt of the emperor's letter, fet out imme- 
diately, accompanied by Ammianus the hiftorian ; and ar- 
rived at Milan much fooner than he was expected, to the 
great joy of the emperor, who now thought of nothing but 
getting Gallus into his power. For this purpofc, befides 
the above mentioned letter to Gallus, he wrote feveral others 
and Met- to Conftantina, expreffing a great defire to fee her, and in- 
*wijt Con- viting her to court, with the mod tender expreffions. They 
Jlantina. were both too fenfible of their evil conduct, not to appre- 
hend the word from the emperor : however, Conftantina, 
who was well acquainted with her brother's temper, hoped 
by her artful infinuations to difarm his rage ; and, without 
any farther deliberation, fet out on her journey, leaving 
Gallus at Antioch : but (he had fcarce entered the province 
of Bithynia, when flie was feized with a fever at Caeni Gal- 
Conjian. licani, of which {he died, leaving behind her one daughter, 
una dies of whom no farther mention is made in hiftory. Her body 
on her jour- was carried to Rome, and buried on the Nomentan Way, 
* where the church of the martyr Agnes flood, which (he 

had founded *. Her death threw Gallus into the utmoft 
perplexity : as he had now loft his only advocate with the 
emperor, he defpaired of being able to appeafe him ; and 
therefore began to think of afluming the title of Auguftus: 
but moll of nis friends deferting him on account of his in- 
conftant temper, and the reft hating him for his cruelty, 
and dreading the power of Conftantius, he was obliged to 
lay afide all thoughts of openly revolting. 

The emperor, with frequent letters, and repeated mef- 
fages, importuned him to come with all fpecd to court. 
Among the reft, he fent one Scudilo to him, a crafty in- 
finuating man, who, by giving him all imaginable af- 
furances on the emperor's part, prevailed upon him to leave 
Gallus fets Antioch, and begin his journey to Italy. He ftopt fome 
cut from time at Conftantinople, where, like a man who apprehend- 
Antioch. cc j n0 <^ an g Cr> ne exhibited public (hews, and diverted him- 
fclf and the people with the circenfian fports. His confi- 
dent behaviour increafed the emperor's fears and jealoufies, 
who thereupon ordered all the garrifonsto be removed from 
the cities and towns through which he was to pafs, left he 
ihould corrupt them ; and at the fame time difpatched fe- 
veral officers to him, who, under colour of attending him, 
were to keep a watchful eve over him. This iniun&ion 
they obeyed fo punctually, that, though the 1 hebean legions 

* Amsnian. lib. xiv- p. 26. * Idem, p. 27. Pbiloftorg. p. 6». 
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encamped In Thrace, upon his arrival .at Adrianople, fent 
deputies to him, alluring him, that they they were ready 
to aflift him to the utmoll of their power, yet, during the 
twelve days he ftaid in that city, the deputies could never 
have an opportunity of fpeaking with him. In the mean 
time, he received frefh letters from the emperor, requiring 
him to make what hafte he could, and public carriages were 
provided for his equipage ; but the officers fent to him by 
Conftantius advifing him to leave his court at Adrianople, 
he fet out with a fmall retinue for Milan, where the empe- 
ror then was. Upon his arrival at Petavium in Noricum, 
he was there met by Barbatio, who entering the fame even- j> arrefitd 
ing the houfe where he lodged with a company of foldiers, at Peta- 
ftript him of all the enfigns of his dignity, and difpatched vium^nd 
one Apodemus with his purple ftioes to the emperor, affair- ^ rt t % °* t r t 

1 • • 1 ' \ ili 1 • tnjigns of 

ing him, in the mean time, by repeated oaths, that nothing fa dignity, 
elfe was intended by the emperor againft him ; but never- 
theless, putting him into a clofe litter, he hurried him away 
to Flanona, now Fianone in Dalmatia, not far from Pola, 
where Crifpus Csefar, the fon of Conftantine, had been put 
to death twenty-eight years before. Thither the emperor 
fent his two mod inveterate enemies, Eufebius the eunuch, 
and Pcntades his fecretaiy, to examine him about the death 
of the prefect Domitian and others, and to hear what defence 
he could make Gallus owned moll of the crimes that 
were laid to his charge ; but alleged, that they proceeded 
chiefly from the inftigations and evil counfels of his wife 
Conftantina. 

The emperor, provoked at this plea, which reflected in 
fo high a meafure on his fiftcr, and confequently on him- 
felf, and inftigated by the enemies of Gallus, perfuading 
him, that his fafety depended upon the deftru&ion of fo 
dangerous a rival, refolved to put an end to his own fears, 
and the other's life, and accordingly figned a warrant for and put t» 
his execution. Some authors write, that the emperor, foon death* 
after, countermanded the execution ; but that Eufebius, and 
the other enemies of Gallus, pretended that it came too late. 
However, it is certain that Gallus Was beheaded, and aton- 
ed with his own blood for that of many innocent perfons, 
which he had fhed. Thus fell Gallus Csefar, in the twenty- 
ninth year of his age, after having reigned near four years. 
His death was chiefly owing to his own tyrannical conduct, 
exaggerated by the malice of Eufebius, Scudilo, and Barba- 
tio, his avowed enemies, who charged him with more 
crimes than he had really committed. Ail thofe who had 

9 Aramian. lib. xxi. p. 178, & lib* xiv. p. 17—29. 
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been concerned with him in the death of the prefect Do- 
mitian, the quseftor Montius, and his other crimes, felt the 
weight of the emperoi's difpleafure. Multitudes of people 
of all ranks were brought from the Eaft in chains to Aqui- 
leia, where they were tried by Eufebius, and one Arbora, 
men deftitute of all mercy and companion, and on that very 
account charged by Conllantius with the commiflion. 
Thefe judges, without making any diftinclion between the 
guilty and innocent, fentenced fome to the rack, and after- 
wards to banifhment, others to fervile offices in the army, 
and great numbers to death, fparing none but fuch as could 
redeem themfelves with large fums. Lufcus, the firft ma- 
giftrate of Antioch, was burnt alive ; but Gorgonius, Gal- 
lus's great chamberlain, the moft guilty of all, efcaped by 
bribing his judges, and the eunuchs of the court. Julian, 
the brother of Gallus, though not concerned in his crimes, 
was kept feven months under clofe confinement, and would 
have been put to death, had he not been faved by the favour 
of the cmprefs Eufebia w . By the death of Gallus, the Ro- 
man empire became united under one prince, after it had 
continued divided for near feven ty years, that is, from the 
year 285, or 286, when Dioclefian took Maximian for his 
colleague ; for ever fince that time there had been either 
feveral emperors, or one Caefar. 
Africa/rut, Before the emperor left Milan, Africanus, governor of Pan- 
*m/frue- nonia Secunda, was brought prifoner to that city, with feve* 
ml 9thers t ra j others, who, after being tortured in a moft cruel manner, 
urtmred, were tnrown j nt0 pnfon, becaufe they had at an entertain- 
ment exprefied themfelves with great freedom on matters 
of (late; whence it was concluded, that they were carrying 
on fome plot, and that Africanus afpired to the fovereignty. 
A tribune, named Marinus, who was prefent at this enter- 
tainment, chofe rather to lay violent hands on himfelf at 
Aquileia, than to endure the torture x . The emperor foon 
after left Milan to march again ft the Germans, who made 
frequent inroads into the empire towards the Brigantine 
lake, now the lake of Conftance. The emperor himfelf 
remained in the plains of the country now belonging to the 
Grifons, in the neighbourhood of the prefent city of Coira ; 
and detached Arbetio, with the flower of the army, againft 
the enemy. Arbetio fell into an ambufcade, and loft great 
numbers of his men ; but this lofs was focn retrieved by 
the valour of Arinthcus, who became famous under the 
emperor Valens, and of two other officers, who falling 

* 

w Ammian lib. xiv. p. 18. lib. xv. p. 34. Julian, ad Athea. p. $01, 
? Aaiuuaa. lib. xv. p. 34—36. 
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upon the Germans, without waiting the orders of their ge- rht Ger- 
neral, put; them to flight, and obliged them to abandon the mansdt- 
Roman territories. The emperor, fatisfied with this vie- f****** 
tory, returned to Milan, and there took up his winter- 
quarters. 

The tranquility which Conftantius enjoyed at this time 
was foon interrupted by the apprehenfion of a pretended 
plot, which produced a true confpiracy. Sylvanus, the fon Sylvanus 
of Bonitus, a leading man among the Franks, commanded falfiy ac- 
in Gaul, and had performed great exploits againft the Bar- cu I fd °f 
barians He owed his preferment to the artifices of rival ^ihe^^lirc 
courtiers, efpecially of Arbetio, the conful of this year, 
who, jealous of his extraordinary merit, had propofed him 
to the emperor as the beft qualified perfon in the empire 
for driving the Barbarians*out of Gaul, and reftoring that 
province, diftreflecf by their frequent inroads, to its former 
condition. Sylvanus well deferved the character which 
Arbetio gave him ; but the conful's main defign in com- 
mending him, and extolling his military talents, was to re- 
move him from the emperor^ prefence, in order to com- 
pafs his ruin, a deGgn which he effected in the following 
manner: one Dynames, keeper of the emperor's mules, 
leaving Gaul, begged of Sylvanus letters of recommenda- 
tion to his friends at court ; which being granted, the trai- 
tor erafed all but the fubfeription ; and having inferted di- 
rections to the friends of Sylvanus for carrying on a con- 
fpiracy, delivered the letters to the prefect Lampridius, who 
being privy, as was fuppofed, to this wicked contrivance, 
(hewed them to the emperor. Orders were immediately 
iffued for apprehending fuch perfons as were named in the 
letters. As there 'were at that time great numbers of 
Franks of diftin&ion at court, they all interpofed in favour 
of their countryman ; among the reft Malarious, their chief, 
knowing that the whole was a mere calumny, offered to go 
into Gaul, and bring the fuppofed criminal before the em- 
peror ; adding, that if perfons, whom Sylvanus miftrufted, 
ihould be fent for that purpofe, he might be prompted by 
fear to attempt what he was falfly accufed of having already 
attempted. But Conftantius, without attending to the juft 
and reafonable propofal of Malaricus, was perfuaded by 
Arbetio to name Apodemus, a declared enemy to all men 
of probity, to enquire into this affair. He immediately 
fet out for Gaul ; but initead of prefenting to Sylvanus, as 
foon as he arrived, purfuant to his inftrudtions, the empe- 
ror's letter, commanding him to repair forthwith to court, 
be feized on his eftate, and caufed his friends in Gaul to 

be 
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be apprehended, and put to the torture. This violence 
coming to the ears of Sylvanus, who was then at Cologne, 
and too well acquainted with the emperor's fufpicious tem- 
per, and the afcendant his enemies at court had over him, 
to fuffer himfelf to be arretted, he refolved at flrft to take 
flielter among the Franks, his countrymen ; but being per- 
Js forced to fuaded by his friends not to trufta people fo remarkable for 
if^Aisew tne * r foklenefs an ^ treachery, he determined, for his own 
defence^* prefervation, to do what other wife he would never have 
thought off ; and accordingly aflumed the purple, and cauf- 
ed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by the troops under 
his command y . 

While thefe things paflcd in Gaul,Dynamcs,to(lrengthen 
his accufation againft Sylvanus, forged a letter in the name 
of that general, and of Malaricus, to a tribune, defiring 
him to get every thing ready, without explaining himfelf 
farther. The tribune, being at a lofs about the meaning 
of it, fent it to Malaricus, who knowing it to be forged, 
complained aloud of the treachery, and, with the other 
Franks, demanded vengeance on thole who were, by fuch 
malicious contrivances, endeavouring to prejudice the em- 
peror againft thofe of their nation. This clamour occafion- 
He is dt- €< \ an enquiry, and unravelled the whole fecne of iniquity. 
tlaredtn- rp^ emperor, convinced of the innocence of Sylvanus, and 
the malice of his accufers, depofed the prefect Lampridius, 
and even ordered him, with feveral other perfons of dif- 
tinction, to be put to the torture ; on which fome of them 
owned the whole to be a mere calumny. They were, how- 
ever, in the end, all abfolved, fo great was the power of 
their faction at court; and Dynames was even preferred to 
the government of Hetruria. As Sylvanus was declared 
innocent, they were all furprifed by the arrival of a meflen- 
ger from Gaul, difpatched to acquaint the emperor, that 
Sylvanus had actually aflumed the title of emperor. The 
mefTenger arrived at Milan about the clofe of the even- 
ing, and the emperor, thunderftruck at the unexpected 
Urjicinus tidings, fummoned a council the fame night: the refult of 

^7m agam ^ wnicu was » tnat Urficinus mould be fent forthwith into 
Gaul, the courtiers, who dreaded Urficinus no lefs than 
Sylvanus, hoping by thefe means to get rid of one whom 
they hated, and perhaps of both. Urficinus madehafte to 
reach Cologne, that Sylvanus, fuppofing his revolt not to 
be yet known at court, might the more readily comply 
with the emperor's injunctions ; for Urficinus was charged 

y Ammian. p. 39, 76. Julian, ad Athcn. p. 503. & Orat. ii. p. 1S3. 
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with letters from the emperor to Sylvanus, confirming him 
in his poft of general, injoining him to repair to court, and 
in the mean time deliver up the command of the army to 
Urficinus. Urficinus, notwithftanding the hafte he made, 
came too late, the news of the revolt's being known at 
court having reached Cologne before him ; a circumftance 
which obliged him to change his meafures, and pretend 
that he had deferted Conftantius, and was come to (hare 
with Sylvanus his iuccefs or misfortunes, waiting in the 
mean time a favourable opportunity of difpatching him. 
This was a dangerous expedient, and altogether unworthy 
of that greatnefs of foul which Ammianus fo much ad- 
mires in his hero. 

Sylvanus received him with extraordinary demonstrations 
of kindnefs, freely opened all his thoughts to him, advifed 
with him about the meafures that were to be taken for their 
mutual fecurity, and repofed in him an entire confidence. 
This gave Urficinus an opportunity of gaining over fome of 
his guards with large promifes, who early one morning, 
forcing unexpectedly the gates of the palace, and entering 
fword in hand, met Sylvanus, while he was attempting to Sylvanus 
make his efcape, and take fan&uary in a neighbouring Jlain to th§ 
church, and cut him in pieces, after he had enjoyed the tr ' ac ' r ? 
title of emperor only twenty-eight days *. Thus fell one 
of the braved and mod deferving officers of the empire, 
whom the malice of jealous courtiers, and the credulity of * 
the emperor, had obliged in his own defence to a flu me the 
purple. He had ferved under Magnentius ; but deferting 
him with a numerous body of cavalry under his command 
before the battle of Murfa, had ever after diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the wars of Conftantius, who, on account of 
his eminent fervices, had raifed him to the poft of magifter 
peditum, or general of the foot. Conftantius exprefled 
extraordinary joy at the news of Sylvanus's death; but 
though he owned he had nothing more to fear, yet he pro- 
ceeded with great rigour againft fuch as had been concern- 
ed in his revolt. Pemenes, who had defended Treves 
againft Decentius, and many other perfons of diftinclion, 
were condemned and executed. The courtiers were for 
putting all the friends of Sylvanus to death, without dif- 
tin&ion, but were oppofed by the emperor, who declared, 
that friendihip ought not to be puniihed as a crime ; he 
even ordered the effects and eftateof the unhappy Sylvanus 
to be referved for his fon, who was then very young, and 

* Araraiar.. lib. xv. p. 38—4*. Zonar. p. 27, 
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had been left by his father as^in hoftage at court, perceiv-- 
ing, when it was too late, that the malice of his enemies, 
and not his ambition, had prompted him to revolt *• 
The empire The Franks, N Alemans, and Saxons no fooner heard the 
in great news of his death, than they broke into that province with 
danger* greater fury than ever, and took and pillaged above forty cities, 
and among the reft Cologne, which they levelled with the 
ground b . At the fame time the Quadi and Sarmatians, 
entering Pannonia, laid wafte all before them c ; and the 
Perfians over-ran, without oppofition, Mefopotamia and 
Armenia •, Profpcr, who had fucceeded Urficinus, and the 
prefect Maufonianus, being more intent upon pillaging 
than defending the countries committed to their care. 
Conftantius, apprifed of the danger that threatened the em- 
pire, after various con ful tat ions, refolved to raife his coufirr 
Julian, the brother of Gallus, to the dignity of Csefar. 
This defign was oppofed by all the fycophants at court, 
who, extolling the emperor's prudence, conduct, and 
courage, told him, that he was capable of fuftaining the 
burden of the empire alone infinuating, at the fame time, 
that it was not fafe for him to raife Julian to that high 
ftation. But the emprefs Eufebia, interpofing in favour of 
Julian, prevailed upon her hulband to purfue his intentions. 

The emperor, therefore, being returned to Milan before 
the thirty-firft of October from a ftiort progrefs, ordered 
Julian to quit his philofophical cloak, and gave him an 
apartment in the palace. On the fixth of November, hav- 
ing affembled the army, he afcended the tribunal, and 
placing Julian on his right hand, he acquainted the fol- 
diers with his defign of dignifying his coufin with the 
title and authority of Caefar, and alked their confent. 
Yr. of Fl. The army unanimoufly approved of his refolution : then 
^ a p°5' the emperor clothed him with a purple robe ; faluted 
U. C. 1053! bin* w i tn the title of Caefar, and of moft loving brother ; 
— appointed him governor of Gaul ; and in committing that 
Julian province to his care, told him, that he placed him over 
created a powerful army, not doubting but, upon a proper occa- 
C*far. g on ^ k e WO uld fignalize his own courage, and be wit- 
nefs of their's. This ceremony and fpeech were followed 
by loud acclamations and great encomiums, beftowed by 
the whole army on the emperor and the new Caefar* A fe\fr 
days after Conftantius gave him his fifter Helena in mar- 
riage •> and this new favour and mark of diftindtion was 
likewife owing to Eufebia, who, befides many other things 

* Julian. Orat. i. & ii. p. 89, 1S3, 184. * Aramian. lib.xv. p. 
4.7. • Zof. p. 701, 
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of great value, preferred the young prince, on this occa- 
sion, with a large and well-chofen library d . At the fame Hisfiower 
time his whole houfhold was changed, on pretence of doing gi WI the 
him honour ; but the emperor's real defign was to remove emperor 
all in whom he had any confidence : guards were praeed 
at his apartment, not to defend, but to watch him ; all his 
letters were opened before they came to his hands, info* 
much, that he advifed his bed friends to forbear vifit- 
ing him, left they mould expofe themfelves or him to dan* 
ger. Before he vifited Gaul, the emperor gave him in* 
ftrucYions under his own hand, regulating his whole con- 
duel, even the expences of his table, as if he had been a 
child, fays Ammianus c , fent to fchoot. He greatly re- 
ftrained and curtailed his authority, enjoining the generals 
who ferved under him, to watch his actions with no lefs 
care than thofe of the enemy, and inverting Marcelluswith 
the command of the army, who was lent to fucceed Urfi- 
cimis, though the latter was ordered to continue in Gaul, 
till the war was concluded, with the title of general, but 
without any command, the emperor being (till, in fome 
degree, prejudiced againft him. Julian was ftri&ly en- 
joined not to give any large fles to the army ; and authors 
obferve, that Conftantius himfelf, contrary to cuftom, gave 
none upon his promotion. Julian left Milan on the firft He is fent 
of December the emperor himfelf accompanying him as int0 Ga *i* 
far afr Pa-via, from whence he purfued his journey to the 
Alps, attended only by three hundred and fixty foldiers. 
On his arrival at Turin he was firll acquainted with the 
lofs of Cologne, which had been concealed from the em- 
peror. He arrived at Vienne before the end of the year, 
and was received by the people of that city, and the neigh- 
bourhood, with extraordinary marks of joy f . 

In the following year, 356, Conftantius took upon him 
his eighth confulfhip, and chofe Julian for his colleague. 
The latter paflcd the winter at Vienne, deliberating about 
the operations of the enfuing campaign. Having received ^ toJI 
intelligence, that the city of Autun was befieged by the/^/^,* 
Barbarians, but defended with great bravery by the vete- the Barb** 
rans, who had repulfed the enemy when they were fcaling ria »f> 
the walls, he aflembled fome forces, and marched to the r fv* th * 
relief of the place ; but finding the fiege railed, from Au- 
tun he went m purfuit of the Barbarians to Auxerre, pe- 
netrating wfoh the greateft danger thick woods, and from 

* Zof. lib. iii. p. 709. Julian, ad Athen. p. 504. Socrat. lib. ii, 
nvp. 34. e Amraian. lib. xx. p. 168. ' Ibid, lib* xv. p. 50. 
Liban. Orat. xti. p. »?<x 
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Auxcrrc to Troies. On his march he found himfelf fur* 
rounded on all fides by the enemy, who ravaged the coun- 
try in great bodies ; but he defeated them with a handful 
of men, killed great numbers, and took many prifoners. 
From Troies he proceeded to Rhcims, where the main body 
of the army, commanded by Marcellus, waited his arrival. 
Leaving Rheims, he took his route towards Decempagi, 
now Dieuze, on the Seille in Lorrain, with a defign to at- 
tack the Germans, who were bufied in ravaging that coun- 
try. But the enemy, taking advantage of a dark and wet 
night, furprifed his rear, and would have cut off two le- 
gions, had not the red of the army, alarmed at the fudden 
noife, returned to their afliftance. The Germans them- 
felves were defeated a few days after, though not with great 
lofs, in the neighbourhood of Brocomagus, now Brumt, in 
Cologne Alface, between Straiburg and Haguenau £. This advan- 
retaken by tage, however, opened him a way to Cologne, which he 
Jujiariyaad f oun d abandoned by the enemy, and entered, after it had 
been ten months in their hands. The Barbarians had neg- 
lected to fortify it ; but Julian ordered the old fortifications 
to be repaired, and the houfes rebuilt h . Libanius adds, 
that he rebuilt another great city in that country, perhaps 
Tongres or Trtves, which had been often attacked by the 
Barbarians, and was reduced to a milerable condition. 
During his (lay at Cologne, one of the kings of the Franks, 
dreading his arms, lent deputies to fue for peace; but Ju- 
lian granted him only a fhort truce. Having repaired the 
city and fortifications of Cologne, he removed to Bafil to 
fupport the emperor, who was making war upon the Ger- 
mans in Rh&tia ; and to prevent their efcaping into Gaul, 
he continued there till winter, when he retired to the city 
of Sens, and took up his quaitcrs 1 . 

It appears, from the dates of fcveral laws, that Conftan- 
tius did not ftir from Milan til! after the eleventh of April, 
and then took a progrefs into Ulyricum k . He was at Mi- 
lan on the twenty-ninth of October, as appears from a law 
bearing that date, which confirms to the clergy of Rome all 
their privileges. He left Milan foon after, to make war upon 
the Germans, under the command of their kings the two 
brothers Gondomadus and Vadomarus. He pafled the 
Rhine, entered their dominions on the fide of Rhsetia, and 
meeting wiih no oppofition, laid wafte their country to a 

mTnhe S reat extc ! U ' This devaftation obliged them to implore 
°Gefmansto peace, which the emperor readily granted, and then re- 
futfor 

f>eac$. s Li ban. Or3t. ix. p. 137, & Orat. xii. p. xjt. * Julian, p. 512. 

1 Arniman, p. 61, 72. * Cod. Thaodof, Cbron .p. 55. 
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turned to Milan, the ufual place of his refidcncc While 
the emperor was engaged in this expedition, the emprefs 
Eufcbia vifited the city of Rome, and was received by the 
fenate, who went out to meet her, with extraordinary pomp 
and magnificence. During her ftay in that metropolis, (he 
gave great fums to the people, and upon her departure 
made rich prefents to the heads of the tribes. The fame Fori!ds 9 
year the emperor enacted two remarkable laws ; one dafed ff^^" 
the twentieth of February, condemning to death thofe who ih €Wor l 
mould for the future facrifice, or pay any manner of wor- /hipping •/ 
(hip, to idols " ; the other, dated the eighth of March, de- idols* 
claring the effects of condemned perfons, except in cafes 
of magic or treafon, to belong to their children and rela- 
tions, within the third degree. But this law the emperor 
himfelf revoked two years after. 

The next confuls were, Conftantius the ninth time, and 
Julian the fecond. The latter had taken up his winter- 
quarters at Sens, as we have related above, and had retained 
but a fmall number of troops, the reft being difperfed about 
the country for the convenience of their quarters in a pro- 
vince fo often ravaged and laid wafte. The Barbarians, y^n bt* 
apprifed of this circumftance, atTcmbled in great numbers, fegedin 
and laid fiegc to the place, hoping to take Julian himfelf Stiu* 
prifoner : but he, with the few forces he had, made fo vi- 
gorous a defence, that the enemy, defpairing of being able 
to reduce the town, retired, after they had lain a whole 
month before it. All this while Marccllus, the commander 
in chief, never attempted to refcue Julian, or relieve the 
place, though he was quartered in the neighbourhood. 
Not long after, Conftantius declared Julian commander in Ho hen* 
chief of all the forces in Gaul, being perfuaded to this rnea- atet t?*? 
fure either by the emprefs, or the eunuch Eutherius, or ^ie/ofali 
probably by both D . At the fame time he appointed Seve- the forces 
rus, an officer of great experience, to command under him. inGauI, 
Upon his arrival in Gaul, Julian, who received him with 
great joy, taifed frefti troops, and fupplied them with arms, 
which he luckily difcovered in an old arfenal. This year 
Conftantius fentenced to death a great many perfons con- 
victed of having confulted the magicians, and publifhed a 
hw forbidding, on pain of death, any one to have recourfe 
to the augurs, aufpices, or any other diviners whatfoever °. 
By another law, dated the fourth of December, he con- 
demned all magicians to be devoured by the wild beafts. 

i Ammian lib. xvi. p. 77, &c. Julian. Orat. Hi. p. 34.0 m Cod. 
? heodof. lib. xvi. tic. xo. leg. 6. p. a66. * Zof. lib. iii. p. 703. 
Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 7*. 0 Cod. Theodof. ix. tit. 16. lib. iv. p. 319. 
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Confian- He nbw made an excurfion to Rome, which he had ne- 
thu takts ver yet vifited, with the emprefs Eufebia, and his lifter He- 
to^Reme^ * cna * *^e w ^ e °^ Julian. He entered the metropolis of the 
omc. empire on the twenty-eighth of April, in a gilt chariot, 
adorned with an incredible number of precious ftones, at- 
tended by the fenate and the whole nobility, who came out 
VUafkd to meet him in their robes and richeft apparel. He was 
-with the wonderfully pleafed with the grandeur and magnificence of 
a™" mag- P^ ace * ^ e oiultitude of the people, and the loftinefs of 
mjtiente of the buildings ; but chiefly admired the temple of Jupiter 
thtcitj* Tarpeius, the public baths, the amphitheatre, Pompey's 
theatre, and the fquare of Trajan. He is faid to have re- 
proached fame for exceeding truth in other things, hut 
coming fliort of it in what related to Rome. He harangued 
both the people and the fenate, the former from the roftra, 
and the latter in the fenate-houfe. During his ftay at 
Rome, he was presented with golden crowns of an extra- 
ordinary weight by feveral cities, and among the reft by 
the city of ConftantinopJe, which had appointed Themiftius 
to piefent it p ; but he falling fick, the difcourfe which he 
had compofed for the occaiion was fent to the emperor, 
who was fo well pleafed with it, that he ordered a ftatue 
to be enedled in honour of the orator ; which induced him 
to write a fecond difcourfe or panegyric q . The emperor, 
defijing to add fomething to the ornaments, of the city, gave 
orders for conveying an obeli fit thither, which, bad been 
removed by his father Conftantine from Heliopolis in Egypt 
with that defign, and had been carried as far as Alexan- 
dria. Conftantius therefore commanded it to be brought 
to Rome, where it was with much difficulty erected in the 
Circus Maximus about the beginning of the following year'. 
Conftantius would not enter the fenate-houfe till the an- 
cient altar of Victory was removed, that he might not de- 
file his eyes, fays St. Arabrofe with the unhallowed fight 
of an altar CQnfecrated to the infernal £pirits. 

He was charmed with the p leaf u res and diverfions o£ 
Rome, fays Ammianus > but foon obliged to abandon them, 
upon intelligence that the Suevians had entered Rhxtia* 
the Quadians Valeria, and the Sarmatians Lower Panno- 
Vt rtturns nia, and Upper Mosfia. He therefore left Rome on the 
to Milan, twenty-ninth of May, after he had eefided there about a 
month i and was at Milan, if no miftake has crept into the 
code, on the third of. June* and likewife on the thirteenth 
of July 1 ; whence we may conclude, that the Barbarians re- 

p Ammian. lib. xvi* p. 71, Sec, <i Tbemift. Orat. iv. p. 5$— 57W 
» Baron. Ann. 357. s Ambrof, Rcl. Syrq. p. 196. « Cod» 
Tbeodof. Chron, p. 56, 57, 
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tired at his approach. While Conftantius was at Milan, 
he received letters from Mufonianus, prefect of the Eaft, 
informing him, that Sapor king of Perfia was engaged, on 
the mod remote frontiers of his kingdom, in a dangerous 
war with the Chionita;, and other people ; that he had fuf- 
fered great lofles,and confequently would, in all likelihood, 
hearken to a treaty of peace and amity with the Romans, 
which Mufonianus had taken care to propofe to Tamfapor, 
the Perfian general on the frontiers of Mefopotamia, who 
had written on that fubjecl to his mailer. Thefe negotia- 
tions proved abortive, as will appear hereafter. However, UrjSchm 
the emperor fent for Urficinius, who was ftill in Gaul, in needled 
order to advife with him about the moft proper" method of fr om Ga **» 
humbling the Perfians. In the mean time Conftantius, JJJJjJjf 
leaving Milan about the middle of July, went toTrent* and g a ji t 
from thence into lllyricum, vifited the frontiers of the em- 
pire towards the Danube, and conferred with the chiefs of 
the Quadians, and other neighbouring nations, who affured 
him of their friendfhip. Urficinus found him at Sirmium, 
and was, after feveral conferences, fent into the Eaft, with 
the character of general, and the fame power with which 
he had been vefted before his difgrace ". 

The emperor, refolved to terminate the dreadful devaftjf- 
tions committed in Gaul, chiefly by the Alemans, wrote to 
Julian, to march with all his forces againft them; and at 
the fame time fent Barbatio, who had been created general Barbath 
of foot in the room of Sylvanus, out of Italy, with a body f int *** 
of twenty-five or tfiirty-thotffand men, in order to furprife Gau ^ 
and inclofe the enemy between the two armies. Barbatio 
was* in general, efteemed a good officer * ; but all his bra- 
very confifted, according to Ammianus, only in words. 
He had betrayed Gallus, under whom he ferved, and ftudied ■ 
how to check the progrefs of Julian ; who no fooner heard 
of his arrival at Bade, than he took the field, with only 
thirteen thoufand men: but the Leti, a German nation, *fhgCir» 
palling between the two armies, advanced as far as Lyons, mans */- 
with an intent to pillage that wealthy city. As they met t^m 
With a warmer reception from the inhabitants than thev 

• JB&jf /mI 

expected, they gave over all thoughts of inverting the place, f„ uectsXt 
and contented themfelves with ravaging the furrounding Julian' 
country. Julian, upon the firft notice of what had hap- 
pened, detached ftrong parties to fecure the pafiTes, through 
Which he knew they mud return; by this difpofition they 
were all cut off, except thofe who marched near the camp 

■ Ammin. lib. xvi. p. 71. Jul. ad Athen. p. 51 3. w Liban, 

Orat. xii. p. 17a. 
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ofBarbatio, who, far from oppofing their retreat, corm, 
plained to Conftantius of fome officers for attempting that 
meafure, who thereupon ordered them to be cafliiered. 
One of thefe was Valentinian, afterwards emperor. The 
pther Barbarians either fortified themfelves in the countries 
which they had feized, blocking up all the avenues with 
large trees, or took fhelter in the iflands formed by the 
Rhine, 

Barbath Julian refolved firft to attack the latter, and with this 
utdeavours v i C w fent to demand fome boats of Barbatio, who, in- 
Aii^dejtnt ^ ca( * °^ complying with his juft requeft, immediately 
' b urn * all bis veflels, as he did on another occafion the pro- 
vifions which had been fent for both armies, after he had 
plentifully fupplied his own. It is uncertain whether he 
behaved thus out of refentment to Julian, or in compliance 
with private inftru&ions from the emperor *. Be that as 
it may, Julian, not in the leaft difheartened by the unac- 
countable conduct of Barbatio, perfuaded fo.me of the moll 
refolute foldiers to wade over to one of the iflands, where 
they killed all the Germans who had taken (belter there ; 
and feizing their boats, purfued the daughter in feveral 
other iflands, till the enemy, abandoning them all, retired 
with their wives, apd what booty they could carry off, to 
Julian r$. their refpective countries After this exploit, he under- 
builds Sa- t00 k t jj e rebuilding of the Tres-tabernae, a fort near Stras- 
bourg in Alface, now known by the name of Saverne, 
which the enemy had demolifhed. In being fltuated fo as 
to curb the nations beyond the Rhine, and prevent their ir- 
ruptions into Gaul, Julian not only repaired the ancient 
fortifications, but added new works to them, furnitlied the 
place with provifions for a whole year, and left a numerous 
garrifon, to keep the neighbouring country in awe*. While. 
Julian was engaged in this work, Barbatio was employed in 
laying a bridge of boats over the Rhine : but the enemy 
threw a great number of large tre es into the river, which, 
being carried by the ftream againft the beats, funk feveral 
f.arba'ia of them, and feparated the reft. Barbatio feeing his work 
}ut to flight ruined, was obliged to retire ; but the enemy attacking him 
£y the bar- \ n ^jg re t re at, killed a great number of his troops, took moft 
of his baggage, laid wafte the neighbouring country, and 
returned in triumph, loaded with booty. Barbatio, putting 
his army into winter-quarters, as if the campaign had been 
over, though it was then but harveft-time, returned to 
t c urt, to endeavour to ruin Julian with his calumnies and 
iii cfRces. 

* Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 73, 74. 1 Liban. Oral, xii. p. 27:3 

* Julian, p. 512. 
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The Barbarians, elated with this fuccefs, afiembled in 
great numbers, under the banners of Chnodomarius, a 
prince of great reputation among them, and of fix other 
kings, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Strafbourg. 
Being informed by a deferter, that Julian bad only thirteen 
thoufand men, Chnodomarius fent a haughty and menacing 
meflage, commanding him to abandon the country which 
the Germans had conquered by their courage and valour. 
Libanius adds, that the meflenger produced letters from 
Conftantius, promifing to relinquifli to them what coun- 
tries or cities they mould feize in Gaul *. By fuch pro- 
mifes Conftantius is fuppofed to have incenfed them againfl 
the tyrant Magnentius. But Julian detained the meflen- 
ger as a fpy, and purfued the works he had begun at Sa- 
verne, till he received intelligence that the enemy were 
advanced within twenty miles of the camp. Then, leav- Julian 
ing Saverne, he marched direclly againft them. About marches 
half-way he halted to ieft his men, and put off the battle 48***/* 
till next day ; but both officers and foldiers demanding to m% 
be led without delay againft the enemy, he purfued bis 
march, and found the Germans, who had been informed 
of his approach, ready to receive him. They were thirty- 
five thoufand ftrong, headed by feven kings, ten princes, 
and many lords of great diiiin&ion. 

Both armies engaged with great refotution and intrepi- Yr. of FU 
tlity, and the viftory continued long doubtful. The Ro- 1807. 
man cavalry even gave way, nor could Julian, with all his A.D. 357. 
eloquence, prevail upon them to rally, and return to the ^ "55* 
charge: but the vigorous refiftance made by the foot fo dif- <j-^ e ^ att i e 
heartened the enemy, that, after having attempted feverai 9 f Argtn* 
times in vain to break them, they began to abate much of toratum, 
their impetuofity ; a circumftance which the Romans per- V" S/ra f m 
ceiving, they made a laft ejFort; and charging the Barba- s ' 
rians, already exhaufted, put them to flight, ami purfued * ht Ger * 
them with great (laughter- Great numbers plunged into JJ^££" 
the Rhine, which was in their rear, and were drowned. f ta ttd % 
Chnodomarius himfelf was taken in a wood, and prefentedi 
to Julian in fight of the whole army, who thereupon fa- 
luted him with the title of Auguftus; which he rejected, 
telling his foldiers, that the glory of the action was chiefly 
owing to Conftantius, under whofe aufpices they had 
fought b . He loft in the battle only four tribunes, and two 
hundred and forty-three private men. Of the Germans fix 

• 

»Lihan. Orat. xii. p. 269. * Ammian. p. 84, 85. Julian, ad 

At hen. p. £j2, 
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ik eight thoufand men were killed in the field, befides a 
great number who were loft in the river c (C). 

Julian afcribed the whole glory of this memorable vi&ory 
to Conftantius, and immediately fent his royal captive 
Chnodomarius to him, whom he had treated with great re- 
fpe&, confidering him as an inftanceof the inftabiiity of all 
human grandeur. Conftantius permitted him to re fide at 
Rome, where he foon after died a natural death. This 
*i£tory was greatly lefiened by the fycophants at court, and 
all the other actions of Julian were turned into ridicule 5 
which, however, was lef6 prejudicial to him, than if they 
had magnified his exploits to a fufpicious, weak, and ti- 
morous prince. 

Conftantius Conftantius was not afhamed to arrogate the fame of this 
lf"7 e if% important action to himfelf, as appears from an edi& 
vMtJory wmcn waB publiflied about this time, wherein he fpeaks as 
of this ac- if he had fought at the head of his army, without even men- 
iion, tioning the name of Julian. Aurelius Vi£ior, who wrote 
about the latter end of his reign, fpeaks in the fame ftrain d \ 
and Themiftius, in magnifying his victories over the Ger* 
mans, and the valour with which he delivered Gaul from 
their inroads, and reftrained them within their ancient lu 
mits. quotes the letters which the emperor himfelf had dif- 
patched to the fenate of Constantinople c . Julian's firft 
eare, after the battle, was to caufe all the dead to be buried, 
without diftinclion of friend or enemy. Having performed 
this pious office, he returned to Saverne, to finifh the works 
begun there ; and then advanced with his army to Mayence, 
where he built a bridge over the river, and entered Ger-» 
many, having with difficulty prevailed upon his troops to 
follow him. The Germans, alarmed at the boldnefs of the 
young general, fued for peace, at the fame time threatening 
him and his army with immediate deftrufrion, if they did 
not retire but Julian, defpifing their menaces, continue4 

• Ammian, p. 84, 85. d Aur. Vict p. 528. c Thcrnvft. 
Orat, p. 57* 

(C) The battle of Stralbourg is at leaft certain, that the Bar- 
is famous in hiftory. Julian -barians were entirely driven out 
himfelf flyles it a fuccefsful of Gaul. This memorable bat- 
aftion, which reftored Gaul to tie was fought in the plains 
its ancient liberty (1). Ma- near Strafbourg, when the corn 
mertinus fays, that, by this was ripe, and the moon in tho 
fingle battle, the war was ended, laft quarter (3) . 
and Germany ruined (a). It 

(0 Ammian. lib. xx. p. 160. (*) Panegyr. xi, p, a» j. 

(3) Ammian, lib. xvi. p. 78. 
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ravaging their country till after the equinox ; and then the 
{now preventing him from advancing farther, he began to 
repair the fort of Trajan, which is fuppofed to be the caftle 
of Cromburgh, about three or four leagues from Francfort. 
This undertaking intimidated the enemy to fuch a degree, 
that they again fent deputies to implore peace, which they 
could not obtain upon any terms > but a truce was granted 
for ten months, upon their promifing to fupply with pro- 
vifions that very fort which was intended to overawe them f « 
Having thus humbled the Germans, he returned to Gaul 
with a great number of captives ; but being informed on 
his march, that fome Franks, having ravaged the country 
about Rheims during his abfence, had fecured themfelves Julian 
in two caftles on the Meufe, he marched againft them, and obliges 
compelled them to furrender, after they had defended f°™ 
themfelves with great bravery fifty-four days. The prifoners F r ™^J 9 
were all fent to the emperor, who incorporated them among enY/ends* 
his troops. Julian, having thus finifhed this long and glorious them to the 
campaign, put his troops into winter-quarters, and took up emperor. 
his own in Paris, which we find about this time firft men- 
tioned in hiftory. It was then only a caftle fituated on the 
ifland formed by the Seyne, which is now but a very fmall 
part of that great metropolis s. This year the emperor ena&- Somt laws 
ed a law. dated the third of July, commanding the effects of ofConflan- 
thofe to be confiscated, who mould renounce the Chriftian tluu 
to embrace the Jewith religion ; by another he obliges all 
fenators to refide at Rome, or in the neighbourhood, many 
of them having retired from that metropolis, and fettled in 
Achaia, Macedon, and the other provinces of Illyricum, on 
account of the great expences attending that dignity at 
Rome. By a third, addreffed to Felix biihop of Rome, he 
exempts all merchandizing ccclefiaftics, their wives, chil- 
dren, and domeftics, from every impofition, whether or- 
dinary or extraordinary, ordering the profits they made to 
- be applied to the relief of the poor. 

The next confute were Cerealis, uncle to Gallus Caefar on 
the mother's fide, and Datianus, who, though of a mean de- 
fcent, bore the title of comes in 349, and was afterwards 
raifed to the rank of patrician \ We have obferved already, 
that the Perfian general Tamfapor had been perfuaded by 
Mufonianus, prefect of the Eaft, to write to his mafter 
about renewing the ancient treaties with the Romans ; but 
as Sapor had not only concluded a peace with the Chionitae, 
but entered into an alliance with them, before he received 

f Amroian. p. 88. Liban. Orat.xii. p. 177. % Ammian. 

f . a*©, in fol. * Piuloftorg. lib. viii. c. 8. p. 113. Cod.Theod. 
tit. 4t P. *• 
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Tamfapor's letters, in anfwer to the propofals transmitted 
EmbaJjUes by that general, he wrote a haughty epiftle to Conftantius, 
from Sapor which he fent by Narfes, with prefents for the emperor. 
to Conftan- The contents of the letter were, that he might lawfully in- 
/i*/, and ^ upon the emperor's ceding all the countries beyond the 
Jiantius to river Strymon in Macedon ; but left his demands mould 
Saf#r. fecm unreafonable, he would be fatisfied with Armenia and 
Mefopotamia, which, with the utmoft injuftice, had been 
wrefted from his grandfather Narfes. He added, that, un- 
lefs they were reflored, he was determined to do himfelf 
juftice by force of arms. In this letter Sapor ftyled himfelf 
King of Kings, and Brother of the Sun and Moon. Narfes, 
who was charged to deliver it to the emperor, arrived at 
.Antioch about the end of the preceding year. After having 
remained fome time there, he purfued his journey to Con- 
ftantinople, which he entered with great pomp on the twen- 
ty-third of February of the year 358. From Conftantinople 
he proceeded to Sirmium, where the emperor then refided ; 
and, in a public audience, prefented Sapor's letter, en- 
clofed in white filk. Conftantius, without entering into any 
negotiation, wrote back to Sapor, that as he had main- 
tained the Roman dominions in their full extent while he 
was poflefied only of the Eaft, he could not fuffcr them to 
be curtailed now that he was mafter of the whole empire. 
He added, that he was ready and defirous to conclude a 
peace with the Perfian monarch upon honourable terms. 
With this letter he difmifled Narfes; but a few days after 
fent a folemn embafiy into Perfia, with prefents for the 
king, being defirous, at leaft, to poftpone the war till he 
had fecured the northern provinces againft the incurfions 
of the Barbarians, that he might employ all the forces of 
the empire againft fo powerful and formidable an enemy. 
The Roman ambafladors found Sapor at Ctefiphon ; but 
not being able to prevail upon him to abate of his demands, 
they returned about the twenty-fourth of Auguft. Count 
Lucilianus, and Procopius, who ufurped the fovereignty in 
the reign of Valens, were deputed to the Perfian court foon 
nfter, to amufe that warlike prince with new propofals; 
but he, inftead of attending to them, kept the ambafladors 
fome time under clofe confinement, threatening to punifh 
them as fpies ; though in the end he difmifled them unhurt *. 
The SZuadi While the emperor refided at Sirmium, the Quadi and 
and Sar* Sarmatians broke into Pannonia and Mcefia ; and the Ju- 

matians thunges, a German nation, invaded Rhaetia. The latter 

overcome 0 

by Ccn- 

Muntius. 1 Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 68. & lib. xvii. p. 34. Theinift. Orat. if. 
p. 57. Zonar, p, 17^ Petr Lcgat. p. z8# 
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were defeated and driven back by Barbatio ; but the empe- 
ror marched in perfon againft the former foon after the 
vernal equinox ; and having crofted the Danube on a bridge 
of boats, ravaged the territories of the Sarmatians, who 
thereupon came in great numbers, with the C^uadi, pretend- 
ing to fue for peace ; but their real defign was to furprife 
the Romans, who, fufpe&ing it, fell upon them fword in 
hand, and flaughtered them all to a man. This ma fiacre 
obliged the reft to fue for peace j which they obtained, upon 
their releafing the prifoners they had taken, and delivering 
up hoftages k . The emperor then marched againft the Li- 
migantes, thofe flaves, who, in 334 had driven the Sar- 
matians out of their country, and feized it for themfelves. 
They too had made frequent inroads into the Roman terri- 
tories; but upon the approach of the* army, came in pro- 
digious numbers to meet the emperor, pretending to fub- 
mit ; but prepared to attack him unexpectedly, if an op- 
portunity mould offer. The emperor, obferving their fu- 
rious looks, and diftrufting them, afcended his tribunal, 
attended by the chief officers of the army, and his guards, 
in order to acquaint them with his pleafure. While he 
was addreffing them, his troops, purfuant to private orders* 
jnfenfibly furrounded them. When the emperor had done 
fpeaking, the . Limigantes, diflatisfied with the conditions 
he had offered, laid their hands on their fwords ; which 
being obferved by the Romans, who watched all their mo- 
tions, they began the /laughter. The Limigantes, finding 
it impoffible to efcape, made with great fury towards the 
tribunal; but were repulfed by the guards forming them- 
felves into the fhape of a wedge, and all killed, not one of 
them deigning to afk quarter. After this execution, the <rht Umi- 
Romans entering their country on one fide, and the Sar- gaates 
matians, their ancient mafters, with the Taifales, on the i' i ?' e * out j 
other, and deftroying all with fire and fword, they were the'amn"ry 
obliged to comply with the only condition the emperor of- reftored to 
fered them; which was, to abandon their country, and re- theSarma- 
move to a more diftant place, that they might not be again tiam m 
tempted to infeft the empire. Conftantius reftored the 
country to the Sarmatians, its ancient owners, twenty- 
four years after they had been expelled ; appointed one of 
their nation, named Zizais, to rule over them with the 
title of king ; and declared them a free people For tliefe 
exploits the army faluted Conftantius with the furname of 
JSarmaticus, who foon after returned to Sirmium, which he 
entered in triumph, and put his troops into winter-quarters. 

f 4<nmi»n. Hb, xvii. p. 103, 104. 1 Idem lib. xvii- p. 106— iu- 

In 
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Julian In the mean time Julian, having employed the firft 

marches month6 of this year at Paris, in regulating the taxes paid by 
nainfi the tnc province, fo as to find the neceflary fupplies, without 
fromkt. i a yi n g any f re (h burdens on the people, already quite drain* 
ed and exhaufted, took the field as foon as the feafon was 
fit for aaion, with a defign to conquer the Franks, before 
the truce which he had granted to the Alemans was expir- 
ed. The Franks were at this time divided into feveral 
tribes \ but the mod powerful among them was that of the 
Salii, who, being driven by the Saxons, according to Zofi- 
mus *• from the lands they poflefled in Germany, had 
fettled in Batavia, that is, in the iflands formed by the fe- 
veral branches of the Rhine, and in Toxandria, which 
country began, according to the beft modern geographers* 
about a league from Maeftricht, and extended about twenty 
leagues along the Meufe, where ftand at prefent the cities 
ef Boifleduc, Breda, and Antwerp n . Julian marched firft 
againft thefe Franks, arid was already arrived at Tongres, 
when he met their deputies on their journey to Paris, 
where they fuppofed they fhould find him. They had been 
fent to intreat he would fuffer them to remain as friends in 
the country which they poflefled. Tulian, upon fome dif- 
ficulties which he ftarted, ordered them back for more par- 
ticular inftru&ions. They imagined, that he defigned to 
wait their return at Tongres; but they were no foonergone, 
Overcomes tnan n e purfued them. Having entered their country, and 
the Salh, obliged them to fubmit, he allotted them lands in Gaul, 
and the and incorporated great numbers of them into his cavalry °. 
Chamavt. jj e tncn marcne( j againft the Chamavi, another nation of 
Franks, who had fettled in Gaul ; and having defeated 
them in battle, obliged them to retire beyond the Rhine ; 
on which he granted them peace upon fuch terms as he 
thought fit to prefcribe. Having reduced the Salii and Cha- 
mavi, he rebuilt three forts on the Meufe, which the Bar- 
barians had deftroyed ; but wanting provifions in a country 
fo often ravaged by the enemy, to fupply his army, and to 
maintain the many captives whom he had obliged the ene- 
my to releafe, he ordered fix or eight hundred veflels to be 
built in Britain, for conveying corn from thence into Gaul. 
Julian continued in the country of the Chamavi, till the 
Mi °Alf eS truce w * tn tne Alemans was expired \ and then laying a 
mans to bridge of boats over the Rhine, he entered their country, 
fue jor which he wafted with fire and fword. Two of their kings, 
peace. 8uomariu3 and Hortarius, came in perfon, and obtained a 

* Zof. UK. iii. p. 707. n Notit. Gall. p. 5^8. • Julian, ad 
Atben. p. 514. 

peace, 
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peace, upon their promifing to fet at liberty all the captives 
they had taken, to fupply a certain quantity of corn when 
required, and to furnifh wood, iron, and carriages, for re- 
pairing the cities which they had ruined. The prifoners, 
whom he refcued out of the hands of the Barbarians during 
this campaign, amounted to twenty thoufand p (D). This year 
the emperor ena&ed a law, dated the thirteenth of July, ad- A law a> 
d re fled to Taurus, prefect of Italy, declaring all magicians, Z at *P 
aftrologets, augurs, arufpices, and pretenders to the art of 
divination, enemies to mankind ; and fuch as mould be & € . * 
found in the prince's court, guilty of treafon Authors 
think, that, by this law, the emperor meant to drive thefe 
impoltors'from the court of Julian, who was lufpected of 
privately favouring them, and giving credit to their pre- 
dictions r . 

In the year 359, the two brothers Eufebius and Hypa- 
tins were confuls, being raifed to that dignity by the em- 
prefe Eufebia their fitter'. Julian was engaged in Gaul, 
in erecting magazines, in vifiting the cities which had fuf- 
fered molt by the inroads of the Barbarians, and giving 
proper orders for rebuilding their walls, and repairing their 
fortifications. He afterwards aflcmbled all his forces at 
Mentz, and paffing the Rhine on a bridge of boats, entered 
Germany, and advanced as far as a place* called Pallas, 
where the territories of the Alemans and Burgundians 
ended, pillaging and laying wafte their country to a confi- 
de r able extent. There he was met by feveral kings, who Julian 
made their fubmifhon, and were indulged with peace, upon obliges ft* 
their promifing to give up all the prifoners they had taken, wral Ctr* 
and to furnifh a certain quantity of corn when required. 
Then Julian left Germany, and, as the feafon was already for peact, 
far advanced, he indulged bis troops in winter-quarters, 
and retired himfelf to Paris. 

To return to Conftantius : that prince, having inter- 
cepted a letter to Barbatio from bis wife AfTyria, giving 

9 Julian, ibid. Ammian. p. 101. Liban. Orat. xii. p. Ago. Zof. 
p. 70, q Cod. Theod. lib. ix. tit. 16. leg. 6. p. 114, 125. t vide 
Baron, ad Ann. 35S. • Ammian. lib. xviii. p. 113. 

(D) On the twenty-fourth of fifty cities, and totally ruined 

Auguft, of this year, about fix that of Nicomedia, where it 

in the morning, a moft dread- was fo fudden and violent, that 

ml earthquake wa* felt in Ana, all the houfes were overturned 

Poatus, and Macedon, which at once, and all the inhabitants 

greatly damaged a hundred and buried in the ruins ( 1 ). 

(0 Amjnian. p, 37. 
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him hopes of being raifed one day to the fovereignty, or- 
dered them both to be executed. Many innocent pcrfons 
were involved in their rain, and put to death, as privy to 
their defigns. A tribune, named Valentine, was feveral 
times racked in a moft inhuman manner; but, as he con- 
ftantly denied the charge, the emperor, convinced of his 
innocence, to make him fome amends, gave him the com- 
mand of the troops in Illyricum c . Before the end of the 
winter, the emperor received intelligence, that the Limi- 
gantes, quitting the country in which they had been fettled 
the preceding year, were advancing towards the borders of 
the empire. In confequence of this advice, leaving Sir- 
mium early in the fpring, he haftened to the banks of the 
Danube, to prevent them from eroding that river, and in- 
vading Pannonia. Upon his arrival he difpatched deputies 
to inquire what had induced them to abandon the country 
which had been allotted them. The Limigantes anfwered, 
in appearance, with the greateft fubmiflion, that they were 
willing to live as true fubje&s of the empire, in what part 
foever the emperor (hould think fit to place them ; but that 
the country which they had abandoned, was altogether un- 
inhabitable, as they were ready to demonftrate, if the em- 
peror would allow them to crofs the river, and lay their 
complaints before him. Conftantius, pleafed with the pro- 
pofal, granted their requeft, and received them in the neigh- 
bourhood of Acumincum, the prefent town of Kamanezon 
the Danube, near Peterwaradin, in the territory of Sir- 
mium. But while he was afcending his tribunal, they 
fuddenly attacked his guards fword in hand, and would 
have killed the emperor himfelf, had he not with difficulty 
faved himferf by flight. Several of his guards were flain ; 
but in the mean time the rtft of the troops, taking the 
alarm, flew to arms, furrounded the Limigantes, and de- 
ftroyed them to a man. Conftantius now returned to Sir- 
mium, where he was on the twenty-fecond of May, this 
year, the eve of Pentecoft ; but foon after departed from 
thence for Conftantinople ; for he was on the eighteenth of 
June at Singidunum in Mcefia". He pafled the remaining 
part of this year at Conftantinople, ready to march, upon 
the firft advice, againft the Perfians. 

From hence, he difpatched into the Eaft the fecretary 
Paulus Catena, infamous for his cruelty, to profecute fe- 
veral perfons accufed of having confulted the oracle of an 
idol named Befa in the city of Abydus, on the moft diftant 
borders of Egypt. Modeftus, then count of the Eaft, and 



t Amraian. lib. xviii. p* n8. 



■ Cod. Theod. Chronol. p. 59. 
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afterwards prefect, was appointed to judge the criminals, 
Hermogenes, who had fucceeded Mufonianus in the office 
of prefect, being deemed unfit for that commiflion, on ac- 
count of his mild and companionate temper. Modeftus 
eftablilhed his tribunal at Scythopolis in Paheftine, whither 
perfons of both fexes, and of every rank and condition, were Several 
daily dragged in crouds from all parts, and either confined perjonscvm- 
to dungeons, or torn to pieces in a moll cruel and barba- d* mn 'd f* r 
rous manner on the rack, or publicly executed. Ammianus C ^^'J"/j 
gives us a moft frightful idea of this horrid inquifition ; but* 
at the fame time owns, that feveral perfons were cleared, and 
others puniflied with far lefs feverity than was expected w . 
Parnafus, who had been governor of Egypt, was condemn- 
ed to lofe his head, for having confulted an aftrologer, by 
means of Ariftophanes ; but Modeftus foftened the rigour 
of that fentence, and only fent him into banilhment. Sim- 
plicius the fon of Philippus, who had been prefect, and 
conful in 348, was only exiled from his own country, nor 
would Modeftus fuffer him- to be racked, though he had 
received pofitive orders from the emperor. Ariftophanes 
was, by order of Paulus, whom he had provoked by his 
freedom of fpeech, beaten with balls of lead faftened to 
cords, till he was ready to expire ; when Modeftus, in 
compaflion, ordered the executioner to forbear, and fent 
Ariftophanes into baniftiment. Demetrius, furnamed Cy- 
thras, a philofopher advanced in years, being convi&cd of 
having facrificed to idols, was tortured with great cruelty 
formany hours; but afterwards fuffered by Modeftus to 
return to Alexandria his native city. Parnafus, and the 
reft, excepting Ariftophanes, were recalled in the fequel, 
and pardoned*. 

Mean while Sapor king of Perfia was encouraged to be- The Per- 
$in hoftilities by an officer of Conftantius, named Antoni- fians begin 
nus, who, finding his affairs ruined at home, had fled to Aofifotis* 
the court of Perfia, hoping to make his fortune, and 
brought with him an exact account of the ftate of the em- 
pire, and all its forces. At the fame time Eufebius the 
eunuch, who had been long contriving the ruin of Urfici- 
nus, as the only perfon who was independent of him, and 
fcorned his fupport, perfuaded the emperor to remove him 
from the command of the troops in the Eaft, and to appoint 
in his ftead Sabinianus, a decrepit old man, poffeffed of 
immenfe wealth, but altogether unfit for that employment. 
This change was no fooner known at the Perfian court, 
than Antoninus, well acquainted with the character of Sa- 

* Aramian. lib. xx. p. 150, 151. x Idem, p. 15a. 
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bin'tanus, prelTed Sapor to begin the war immediately, ad- 

viGng him to march to the Euphrates, without lofing time 

in beficging towns, to crofs that river, and enter Syria, 

which he might cafily reduce. The Perfian, approving the 

fcheme, began to anemble his troops from all quarters, in 

order to put it in execution. This condu& alarmed Con- 

ftantius, who immediately ordered UrGcinus to march into 

Syria, with the character of general of foot, in the room 

of Barbatio lately beheaded but without any authority or 

even troops under his command. This too was a malicious 

contrivance of Eufebius, and the other eunuchs, that, if the 

mighty defigns of the Perlians were defeated, Sabinianus 

might reap all the honour ; but if they were attended with 

fuccefs, Urficinus might be involved in difgrace. 

That brave commander had no fooner reached Syria, than 

he was informed, that the enemy's vanguard had already 

Urficinus pafled the Tigris. Upon this intelligence he haftcned into 

entits Me- Mefopotamia, to give the neceflary orders, in cafe the ene- 
Joptamia. my fl^d attack thc citv Nifibis . From NifiWg hc flew 

to Amida, another city in the fame country ; and though 
he travelled in the night-time, he narrowly efcaped failing 
into the enemy's hands, whofe parties were fpread all over 
the country. From Amida he fent Ammianus Marcellinus, 
the hiftorian, to reconnoitre the enemy, who, upon his re- 
turn, informed him, that they feemed at leaft a hundred 
thoufand ftrong ; that they had already pafled Ninette, in 
the province of Adiabene, and were arrived at the bridge 
Wift prt* of the Anzabes, a river in Affyria. Urficinus immediately 
cautions difpatched orders to Caffianus, duke of Mefopotamia, and 
Vr/Uinlu to ^uphronius, governor of the province, to order the in- 
habitants to withdraw with their effects into places of fafo- 
ty ; to abandon Cuarrhx, which was an open city ; and to 
iet fire to the forage, and likewife to the corn, though al- 
ready ripe, that the enemy might find no fubfiftence, either 
lor themielves or their hories, between the Tigris and the 
Euphrates. At the fame time he fortified the banks of the 
Euphrates with forts and palifades, fupplying the former 
with warlike engines of every kind. Thefe wife precau- 
tions having obliged Sapor to abandon his defign of march- 
ing to the Euphrates, he turned to the left, and took his 
route, purfuant to the advice of Antoninus, by the foot of 
the mountains which part Mefopotamia from Armenia, 
not doubting that he mould find plenty of forage, and the 
Euphrates ford able nearer its head. Urficinus, apprifed of 
his defign, immediately left Amida, to give the neceflary 
orders on that fide likewife ; but being furrounded by one 
of the enemy's parties, he narrowly efcaped falling into 

their 
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their hands. Ammianus Marccllinus, the hiftorlan, was 
purfued to Amiila ; which place was inverted a few days 
after by Sapor's whole army, in which feveral princes of 
different nations ferved, and among the reft the king of 
Albania, and Grumbates, king of the Ghionitsc, a prince 
renowned for his valour and conquefts. Trje Perfian took Sapor takes 
pofleflion, on his march to Amida, of two Roman forts, t<wo Ro- 
Reman and Bufan, the foldiers who garrifoned them open- man f ortt * 
rng the gates upon the firft fummons, though they were 
both places of great ftrength, and the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring country had retired to them with all their ef- 
fects. In both forts Sapor found fome virgins, confecrated, 
to ufe the expreffion of Ammianus, to the worfhip of God, 
according to the discipline of the Chridians j and was fo 
far from offering them any injury, that on the contrary 
he enjoined his foldiers not to interrupt or difturb them 
in their ufual exercifes of piety, hoping, by that gentle 
treatment, to remove the prejudice which his former cru- 
elties had produced in the minds of the neighbouring peo- 
ple y. 

He appeared before Amida, not with a defign to befiege 
the place, but only to found the difpofition of the garri- 
fon ; and, in cafe they refufed to fubmit, to purfue his 
march into Syria, agreeable to the plan fuggefted by An- 
toninus. But the Romans having difcharged, as he ap- 
proached the walls to {hew himfelf in all his pomp and 
majefty, a fbower of darts, arrows, and javelins, one of 
which pierced his royal robes, and another laid the fon of 
Grumbates, a youth of great expectation, dead at his fa- 
ther's feet, he was fo tranfported with rage, that laying 
afide his former fcheme, he refolved to revenge the affront 
offered to himfelf, and the death of the young prince, with #> iqy S 
the deftru&ion of the city, and a general maffacre of all fug* to 
its inhabitants. Never was place affaulted with more fury, d*id* 9 
not defended with more vigour, resolution, and intrepidity 5 
but at length moft of the garrifon being killed, and thofe 
who furvived exhaufted with labour and watching, the walls 
being in feveral places level with the ground, and the ditches 
filled up with dead bodies, the Perfians made a furious af- 
fault, and entered the town fword in hand, after having a t 
Jain feventy-five days before it, and loft, during that time, ter a hng" 
more than thirty thoufand men. The city was rafed, the andvigo- 
chief officers were crucihed, and the reft, with the foldiers rous re M' 
and inhabitants, either put to the fword, or carried into f*^"^ 
captivity, except our hiftorian, and two or three more, rafei, 

r Ammian. lib. xviii. p. 114.-133. 
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who, in the dead of the night, efcaped through a poflem 
not obferved by the enemy. Sapor, finding the fummer 
already far fpent, and his army greatly fatigued, returned 
to his dominions, having but little to boaft of in this expe- 
dition, which coft him the lives of fo many men, and pre- 
vented him from purfuing the grand defigns fuggefted by 
Antoninus *. Sabiuianus was butted during the whole 
time of the fiege, in exercifing his men near Edefia. Ur- 
ficinus was continually prefling him to take the field, and 
harrafs the enemy, by cutting off their parties, and inter- 
cepting their convoys j but Sabinianus returned no other 
anfwer than that his inftru&ions were not to expofe the 
army to unnecefiary danger. He is fuppofed to have had 
private inftru&ions from Eufebius, the favourite eunuch, 
his patron, to give Urficinus no opportunity of performing 
any thing that might redound to his honour *. Thus was 
that great officer obliged to continue inactive, and fee, with 
the utmoft regret, one of the ftrongeft cities in the Eaft 
reduced, and fo many brave men fall unrevenged. Am- 
mianus, after his efcape from Amida, found him at Mile- 
tene, in the Lefler Armenia, on his way to. Antioch, whi- 
ther he followed him foon after. 
Urficinus From Antioch Urficinus repaired to court, where he was, 
aCCU { td but t0 & reat f ur P" ze > charged with the lofs of Amida, and 
'joundin-* a ^ m i s ^ ortunes of tnat unhappy campaign. Arbetio 
nocent. and Florentius, two creatures of Eufebius, were appointed 
by the emperor to enquire into his conduct, and examine 
by whofe ncgle£l Amida was loft. Thefe two judges, how- 
ever partial and corrupt, could not condemn Urficinus j 
but on the other hand not caring, through fear of offend- 
ing Eufebius, to expofe Sabinianus, ended their enquiries, 
without clearing the former, or condemning the latter. 
Urficinus, highly provoked at fuch proceedings, appealed 
to the emperor, who he faid would not fail to punifh, with 
due feverity, the authors, whoever they, were, of the late 
mifcarriages. In the tranfport of his pafiion, he let drop 
the following unguarded expreflion, viz. ** That the em- 
peror himfelf, though he marched into Mefopotamia the 
next fpring at the head of his army, would not be able to 
protedt that country, fo long as he was thus governed by 
eunuchs." This reflection being carried immediately to 
Heitdlf. the emperor, with malicious aggravations, Conftantius, 
graad. without further enquiry, ordered that brave and loyal offi- 
cer to retire to his native country, after having divefted 

« Ammian, p. xviii. lib. 144—146. * Idem, lib. xviii. 

p. 117. & lib. xix. p. 136. 
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deprive himfelf, and the empire, at fo critical a conjunc- 
ture, of the (kill, counfels, and experience of the beft of- 
ficer of the age, to gratify the avarice, ambition, and revenge 



public intereft, and the welfare and glory both of his 
prince and country. 

In the courfe of the following year, Conflantius being Tie Per* 
conful the tenth time, and Julian the third. Sapor, enter- 
ing Mefopotamia early in the fpring, took Singara, a town 'J^rstf 
of confiderable ftrength, by aflault, and carried both the federal 
garrifon and inhabitants into captivity. Then leaving Ni- places in 
fibis, where great part of tl\e Roman army lay encamped, Mefopeta* 
on the left, he took his route towards Bezabde, called alfo mak 
Phoenicia, a ftrong town on the Tigris. After feveral at- 
tacks, in which great numbers perilhed on both Gde9, the 
bifhop went out to exhort the king to withdraw, and 
put an end to fo deftru&ive a war ; but Sapor, without re- 
turning an anfwer, purfued the fiege, made himfelf mafter 
of the place, put mod of the inhabitants to the fword, and 
carried the reil, with the bifhop, and all his clergy, into 
flavery. Some fufpe&ed the bifhop, Heliodorus h , of fe- 
cretly. favouring the Perfians ; but Ammianus clears hint 
of this charge 0 . Sapor did not demolifh Bezabde, but re- 
paired the fortifications, and leaving a garrifon in it, led 
his army againft Virta, or Birtha, on the mod diftant bor-> 
ders of Mefopotamia ; but not being able to reduce it, aftef 
feveral unfuccefsful attacks, he raifed the fiege, and retired 
to his own dominions, without engaging in any other en- 
terpri2e. While Sapor thfcs, by degrees, reduced Mefo- 
potamia, Conflantius was ftill at Conftantinople, raifing 
new troops, and foliciting the Goths, and other Barbarians, 
to join him. At length he left that metropolis, when the 
fpring was far advanced, and fet out for Syria. Upon his 
arrival at Csefarea in Cappadocia, he was met by deputies 
from Julian, who had been declared emperor at Paris. He 
was thunderftruck at the intelligence, and long in fufpenfe 
whether he ihould march againft Julian or' Sapor ; but was 
at laft perfuaded to purfue his march into the Eaft. Leav* Conflantiut 
ing therefore Cappadocia, he advanced to Miletene in the marches 
LeflTer Armenia, pafled the Euphrates at Samofata in Syria, Mefe* 
and arrived at Edefla in Mefopotamia, where he was oblig- t°* ama * 
cd to wait the arrival of his troops and warlike engines, till 

k Menara, 9 Apr. p. 76. * Ammian. lib. xx. p. 165. 
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after the autumnal equinox, when he purfued his march 
to Amida, which he could not behold, buried in its ruins, 
without fhedding many tears. From Amida he continued 
his route to Bezabde, to retake that place ; but being in 
feveral aflaults repulfed by the Perfian garrifon, he refolved 
to reduce it by famine ; but the heavy rains, and fevere 
weather, obliged him to drop the enterprize, and retire to 
Antioch, which he did not reach before the end of the year d . 

We {hall now return to Julian, whom we left the pre- 
ceding year in his quarters at Paris, where he was inform- 
ed, in the beginning of the winter, that the Pi£ts and Ca- 
ledonians, about this time firft diftinguiflied in hiftory by 
the name of Scoti or Scots, had invaded the Roman pro- 
vince, and committed dreadful ravages. Upon this intel- 
ligence he detached his lieutenant Lupicinus, who had fuc- 
ceeded Severus in that poft, with fome troops into Britain. 
Lupicinus failed from Boulogne in the depth of winter, 
and in a few days reached London, where he landed his 
forces *. But we find no farther account of this expedition 
in hiftory : and indeed Lupicinus, though he was an officer 
of great bravery and experience, had not time to perform 
any remarkable exploits, being recalled foon after, as 
will foon appear. Mean while Conftantius, intent upon 
aflembling a powerful army for his intended expedi- 
tion againft the Perfians, fent Decentius, one of his fe- 
cretaries, into Gaul, to bring all the Batavians, and other 
auxiliaries, with three hundred men chofen out of each 
corps ferving under Julian. The emperor's orders were 
not addreffed to Julian, to whom he only wrote, caution- 
ing him not to oppofe them, but to his lieutenant Lupici- 
nus, and to Gentinus, or, as others call him, Simula, his 
tribunus ftabuli. Julian found himfelf reduced, by this 
order, to the unhappy dilemma, either of falling a facri6ce 
to the refentment of the emperor, if he refufed to comply 
with it, or periftiing by the arms of the Barbarians if he 
obeyed it ; being well apprifed that, unmindful of their pro- 
mifes and treaties, they would be tempted to attack Gaul as 
foon as they faw that province deftitute of troops for its 
defence. 

In this dangerous fituation he refolved, without hcfitaU 
ing a fingle moment, to obey, but at the fame time to re- 
nounce the dignity of Casfar, that he might not be charged 
with the lofs of Gaul. He thought himfelf however bound 
to acquaint Decentius, that the auxiliaries raifed in Gaul 
and Germany had entered into the fervice, on condition 



* Cod. Thcod, p. 60. 



• lib. xx, p. 154, 
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of their not being obliged to pafs the Alps ; and that the 
violation of this article, always infifted upon by the people 
beyond the Rhine, might prevent their lifting themfelves 
for the future. But Decentius, difregarding his juft re- 
monftrances, he fubmitted to the emperor's will without 
reply. As Lupicinus, to whom the emperor's orders were JuKam 
addreffed,was abfent in Britain, Decentius himfelf fekaed 
the beft men of each corps, not excepting Julian's own JJJJ^J^ 
guards ; and Julian wrote to the refpeclive commanders, orders. 
enjoining them to quit their winter-quarters, and begin 
their march without delay. This order threw Gaul into 
the utmoft confufion ; nothing was heard but complaints, 
outcries, and lamentations, as if the Barbarians had already 
entered the province : feveral libels againft Con (tan ti us, and 
in commendation of Julian, were privately handed about, 
and difperfed among the foldiery. To obviate their corn- 
plaints, Julian ordered them to carry their families with 
them, fupplying them with carriages for that purpofe. 
When the troops were ready to depart, Julian advifed De- 
centius not to fuffer them to approach Paris, where he ftill 
was in winter-quarters ; but Decentius, fearing they might 
mutiny if they left Gaul without feeing their general, con- 
ducted them thither to take their leave of him, which prov- 
ed a very injudicious ftep. Julian received them in a moil 
obliging manner, and encouraged them chearfully to fub- 
mit to the emperor's commands, who would not fail to re- 
ward their valour. But, on the other hand, the people 
conjured him not to abandon a country which they had de- 
fended with fo much-glory} and the foldiers mewed a 
ftrong inclination to comply with their requeft. 

Julian, afcending the tribunal, faid, that it was not law- WifiM- 
ful for them to deliberate about a thing already decided by 
the emperor ; and upon that fubjett made a long difcourfe, i^, 
which the foldiers heard with attention, and withdrew in 
filence. After this harangue Julian invited the chief 
officers to dinner, entertaining them with equal tendernefs 
and magnificence, and defiring them to inform him in 
what he could be ferviceable to them. The officers, greatly 
concerned to part with fo generous a commander, and to 
quit their country, returned in the utmoft affliction to their 
quarters r . However, they continued quiet till about fun- 
fet, when the foldiers, roufed, according to Zofim us *, by 
libels difperfed privately among them by their officers, flew 
all at once to arms, furrounded the palace, and, with a 
tumultuous noife, proclaimed Julian emperor. Julian calls 

f Ammian. lib. xx« p. 169. Julian, ad Atben. p. 5x8, 519. S Zof. 
lib. iii - p r 7io« 
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They pro. all the gods to witnefs, that he had not the leaft knowleg© 
ftaim him of the defign, nor the leaft fufpicion of its being in agita- 
emperor, tion ; but was withdrawn with his wife, when he firft 
heard himfelf faluted emperor h . Libanius too affures 
us, that the project was not premeditated, but fudden ! . 
Julian, (hewing himfelf highly diffatisfied with the con- 
duel of the foldiery, ordered all the gates of the palace 
to be kept (hut ; infomuch that the foldiers, eager to fee 
him, were obliged to wait till next morning. In the mean 
* time he invoked his gods, intreating them to reveal their 
will by fome prodigy ; and they commanded him, as we 
are told, to comply with the defires of the army (W). As 
foon as day appeared, the forces, breaking down the gates 
of the palace, obliged Julian to (hew himfelf, and faluted 
Julian re* him again with the title of Auguftus, which he continued 
yB$ the to reje£t, reminding them of their duty, and promifing to 
prevail upon the emperor to countermand the ordsrs which 
had given occafion to their complaints, mutiny, and revolt. 
But all was ineffectual} for the foldiers, apprifed that 
, Conftantius, notwithstanding all his promifes, would treat 
them as rebels, threatened Julian with inftant death if he 
perfifted any longer in declining the honour they intended 
Yr. ofFl, to confer upon him. JTo thefe menaces he yielded, and 
*8 jo. was thereupon borne by the foldiers on fhields, and (hewn 
A.D. 360. t0 the multitude, who, with loud acclamations, proclaimed 
lls8< him emperor, while an officer, named Maurus, placed 
but is upon his head his golden collar, enriched with precious 
jarred to ftones, inftead of a diadem. "When this ceremony was 
fueftofit. over, Julian, to animate his foldiers, promifed them five 
pieces of gold and a pound weight of filver a man k . Then 
he (hut himfelf up in the palace, difpleafed and uneafy at 
what had happened \ a circumftance which gave occafion 
to the report of his having been murdered. This alarmed 
the foldiery, who immediately flew to the palace, where) 
to their great fatisfaGion, they found him, not only fafe, 
but clad in the imperial robes '. Libanius writes, that the 

* Julian. Orat. xii. p. 2S4. iLiban. Orat.x. p. 241, k Ana. 
jnian. p. 160 Liban. Orat. v. p 179. Zof. p. 711. Zonar. p. 18, 
* Julian, p. 511, 

(W) Arnmianus writes, that pire, as it was painted in thofe 
Julian told his friends in confi- days, and difappeared, after 
pence, that a fpeftre appeared having uttered thefe words, " t 
to him that very night, repre- am come to ftay with you, but 
ientjng the genius of the em- only for a fliort tiroe(i)." 

• ■ 

{1) Amtnian. p. 16a. 
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<«nuch, his chamberlain, had been bribed to murder him ; 

and Julian himfelf declares, that money had been diftribut- 

cd among the troops to corrupt them. However that be, 

the foldiers, imagining he had been in danger, prefled him 

to execute all the friends of Conftantius who had oppofed 

his promotion ; but he refolutely declared, that he would 

«iot fuffer the lead injury to be offered them ; nay, he ge- 

neroufly forgave the eunuch who had attempted to take Hh getu- 

away his life. "fa 

Some troops had already begun their march towards the 
Eaft ; but they were no fooner informed of what had palled 
at Paris, than they returned with their leader Sintula, and 
joined the reft. Julian having affembled them in a neigh- 
bouring plain, appeared at their head with all the enfigns 
ef majefty ; and afcending the tribunal, in a very elegant His fruck 
fpeech commended their valour, reminded them of the to the fit* 
many victories they had gained under his conduct, encou- dieiy, 
raged them to defend and protect a prince whom they them- 
felves had raifed, and ended with alluring them, that he 
had determined to rule with juftice and moderation, and 
to prefer fuch only as were men of merit, without fuffering 
himfelf to be biaffed by the recommendations of any perfon 
whatever. 

He had no fooner accepted the imperial title, than De- Dectntius 
centius returned into the Eaft, whither he was foon fbl- F/ortn- 
lowcd by the prefect Florentius, who, confeious of his con- u f* K Q lre L 
duct towards Julian, and dreading his refentment, was in * 
fuch hafte to depart Gaul, that he left his whole family 
behind him ; but Julian not only allowed them to follow 
him, but ordered them to be fupplied for that purpofe with 
carriages. Lupicinus, Julian's lieutenant, an officer of 
great experience, courage and addrefs, was capable of im- 
broiling matters ; but as he was ftill in Britain, Julian, by 
ordering all the veffels on the coaft to be (topped, prevented 
his receiving intelligence of what had pa fled ; fo that, upon 
his landing at Boulogne to execute the emperor's orders ad- 
drefled to him, as we have related above, he was arretted Lupicinus 
by an officer fent thither for that purpofe, but treated by arr *fttd> 
lulian with the utmoft humanity and condefcenfion m . Tu- buttrtattd 
nan, convinced that the emperor would be alarmed, and ma „ity t 
highly provoked, at what had happened, in order to appeafe Julian 
his wrath, and allay his fears, wrote a polite letter to him, finds d§- 
which he fent by two of his chief officers, Pentadius and an * 
Euthcrius. He acquainted him with what had happened, JJ^V* 
begged he would fuffer him to enjoy the title which he had ror! * 
been forced to accept, promifed to obey him, even in that 

» Ammian. p. 171. Julian, ad Athen.p. 515. 
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ftation, with the fame readinefs and alacrity as if he were 
a private perfon, offered to fend him fome troops, and even^ 
to leave the nomination of the prefecl to him ; but at the 
fame time he referved to himfelf the creating of the other 
officers, and remonftrated with the greatest fubmiffion, 
that Gaul was fo far from being able to fpare any of its na- 
tives, that, on the contrary, it flood in need of affiftance 
from other provinces. Julian not only wrote himfelf, but 
perfuaded the whole army to write to the emperor, earneftly 
intreating him to confirm what they had done, and to agree 
with Julian, who had obliged them to take an oath not to 
raife any difturb'ances, if Conftantius fuffercd him to con- 
tinue in Gaul with the title of Auguftus n . Julian con- 
tented himfelf with the title of Cacfar j and he himfelf af- 
furcs us, that in writing to the emperor, he never affumed 
any other. But to this public paper, as we may ftyle it, he 
added a private one, highly injurious and abuiive, as we 
read in Ammianus ; who tells us, that though it had been 
communicated to him, yet he fhould have thought it inde- 
cent and unbecoming to infert it in his hiftory. 

The deputies from Julian found the emperor at Csefarea 
in Cappadocia, who, upon his firft reading the letter, was 
fo tranfported with rage, that he drove them from his pre- 
fence; -and was fome time in fufpenfe, whether he fhould 
proceed in his expedition againft the Perfians, or turn his 
arms againft his rival ; but, upon mature deliberation, 
cooler counfels prevailed, Conftantius, difmifling the de- 
Conflantiut puties, difyatched Leonas, his quseftor, into Gaul, with a 
refufet to fetter to Julian, acquainting him, that he could not by any 
* ellm means approve of his ufurpation, and exhorting him, as he 
tmperor. tendered his own fafety, and that of his friends, to be fatis- 
fied with the title of Csefar, which he flill allowed him to 
enjoy, but difapproved and annulled every Other tranfa&ion. 
Julians Leonas foon reached Paris, where he was kindly received 

tluofcl- h y J° Iian > 10 whom he dclivercd the emperor's letter. Ju- 
ji 0!tm lian received it fitting on his tribunal, in the prefence of 
the foldiery and people, whom he had afiembled for that 
purpofe, and caufed it to be read aloud. When he under- 
ftood, that the emperor would not allow him the title of 
Auguftus, addrefling himfelf to Leonas, he told him, that 
he was willing to lay down that title, provided the army 
confented to it; but otherwife could not, without betray- 
ing, and expofing them to the refentment of Conftantius, 
He had fcarce uttered thefe words, when the whole af- 
fembly confirmed, with repeated acclamations, the tide 
they had beflowed, declaring, that they were determined to 

n Arammn t Hb. xx. p. 167. Julian, p. 518. Zonar, p. i*« 
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ftipport him to the laft extremity. Julian wrote to the 
emperor hy Leonas, acquainting him with the difpo- 
fition of the people and foldiery, and telling him, that he 
could not prevail upon himfelf to abandon them to his re- 
fentment. Several mefiages and embaflies pafled between 
Conftantius and Julian ; the former infifling upon his ab- 
dicating the fovereignty, and the latter declining, under va- 
rious pretences, to relinquifli the authority with which he 
had been veiled by the people, but at the fame time affur- 
ing the emperor of his good intentions and zeal for his 
fervice n . 

In the mean time, the emperor being wholly engaged 
with the Perfian war in the Eaft, Julian, to keep his army 
in action, and maintain the reputation he had acquired, 
pafled the Rhine at Tricefima, which fome maintain to be 
Cleves, others Kellen, in that neighbourhood. Falling Julian 
fuddenly upon the Atthuarii, the inhabitants of the prefent ovtr comes 
countries of Cleves and Munfter, who had made frequent ^.Atthu* 
inroads into Gaul, he laid wane their territory, killed great 
numbers, and obliged the reft to fubmit to fuch laws as he 
thought fit to impofe. In this expedition he fpent three 
months, and then repailing the Rhine, vifited all the forts 
on that river as far as Bade, recovered fome places that 
were poflefled by the enemy, fortified them, and, as the 
year was already far fpent, retired by Befancon to Vienne, 
where he took up his winter-quarters °. 

The next confuls were Flavius Taurus, prefeel of Italy, 
who had prefided the year before at the famous council of 
Rimni, and Florentius, prefect of Gaul, who had fled from 
that province upon the promotion of Julian. The new 
emperor, finding Conftantiu9 would not agree to any 
terms, began to prepare for war, incited to it by magicians, 
who aflured him of fuccefs, and encouraged by feveral 
dreams, in one of which he is faid to have discovered, that 
Conftantius was near his end, and that he would die about 
the month of November p (P). When he had made the 
neceflary preparations for war, and was ready to march into 

a Aromian. lib. xx. p. 170. Liban. Orat. xii. p. 286. Zonar. 
p. 19. o Julian. Epift. xxxvtii, p. 180. P Liban. Orat. xii. 

p. 186. Ammian. lib. xx. p. 179. 

* 

(P) He ftill made an outward though he had long fince re- 

profeflion of the Chriftian re- nounced it in his heart, and 

ligion, fays Ammianus(i), to embraced the religion of the 

gain the Chriftians to his party ; ancient Romans. 

f 1) Ammian. lib. xxi. p. 180, 
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Italy, and thence into the Eaft, again ft Con flan ti us, if he 
perfifted in refufing him the title of emperor, advice was 
brought that the Alemans, and, among the reft, the fubjecls 
of Vadomarius, whofe country Jay near Bafle, had invaded 
Gaul, on the fide of Rhsetia, and committed dreadful ra- 
vages. Vadomarius pretended to have the greateft refpe£fc 
imaginable for Julian, and to be much concerned for the 
hoftiiitics committed by his countrymen ; but in the mean 
time, Julian having intercepted a letter from that prince to 
Con ft ami us, filled with bitter invectives againft himfelf, 
found means to have him arretted at a banquet, and 
He reduces banifhed into Spain. He had already fent Libano, one 
f " of his commanders, with a ftrong detachment againft the 
and plants Alemans ; but he being killed, and his men routed, near 
them a Sanctio, now Seckingen, in the neighbourhood of Bafle, 
peace. Julian advanced in perfon againft them, paffed the Rhine, 
where coming upon them unexpectedly, he flew great 
numbers, and obliged the reft to reftore the booty they 
had taken, and fue for peace j which he granted upon his 
own terms. 

In the mean time, Conftantius having ordered magazines 
to be formed at Briancon in Dauphine, at Bregentz on the 
lake of Conftance, and at feveral other places on the Alps, 
Julian concluded from thence, that he was determined upon 
war. Refolving, therefore, to be beforehand with him, he 
Heebliget threw off the maflc, and obliged his ibldiers to take an oath 
his fildiers Q c a ll e g ance to him ; which they all did very readily, ex> 
'latho/a?- ccpt Nibridius, who had fucceeded Florentius in the pre - 
legatee to fefture of Gaul. That officer frankly declared, that he 
kunftlf. would not, upon any confideration whatfocver, take an 
oath, which obliged him to draw his fword againft his 
lawful fovereign. Upon this refufal, Julian fufiered him 
to retire unmolefted' into Hetruria*. In his room, Julian 
appointed Germanicus to difcharge the functions of the 
prefect. As thus obliging the foldiers to take an oath of 
allegiance to himfelf was openly revolting from Conftan«» 
Hewttes ^\ USi ^ e wrote t0 f ev eral cities, and among the reft to 
(ities* Athens, Lacedjcmon, and Corinth, acquainting them with 
the motives that had induced him to take that ftep. Ju- 
lian, now finding he could depend upon the fidelity of his 
army, and refolved to purfue his defigns with vigour, de- 
tached part of his forces into Pannonia underthe conduct of 
Nevita, Jovinus, and Jovius, ordering them to take different 
routes, that they might fecm the more numerous, and ftrikej 
the greater terror into the enemy, while he, leaving Bafle f 

i Ammian. lib, xxi. p. i8j, 

marched 
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marched through woods and by-ways into Illyricum. Nevita, f/> f ets 9at 
Jovinus, andjovius, commanded about twenty thoufand on his 
men, but Julian himfelf was attended by no more thr.11 three march, 
thoufand. They were all directed to meet at Sirmium, the 
place of the general rendezvous. Upon intelligence of Ju- 
liau's march, Taurus, prefect of Italy, and Florentius, 
whom Conftantius had lately appointed prefect of Illyri- 
cum, abandoning their provinces, fled to the emperor to 
acquaint him with the motions of Julian* As they were 
both confuls this year, Julian ordered them, if Zofimus is 
to be credited r , to be ftigmatized in all the public acts 
with the epithet of the Runaway Confuls. By their flight 
Julian became mailer of Italy without ftriking a blow, and 
likewife of Sicily, whither he fent fome troops, with or- 
ders to keep themftlves in readinefs to pafs over into 
Africa. The different detachments, conducted by Julian 
and the three above mentioned commanders, purfucd their 
march with fuch expedition, that in ten or eleven days time 
they all arrived in the neighbourhood of Sirmium, which 
Julian entered in triumph * t Lucilianus, who commanded 
there for Conftantius, having been furprifed the night be- 
fore, and taken prifoner, by one of Julian's parties. 

He remained but two days at Sirmium, being eager to Makes 
make himfelf mailer of the important pafs of Sucidava, di- himfelf 
viding Illyricum from Thrace, which he occupied accord- t *<*fi ero f 
ingly without oppofition. Having left a ftrong garrifon J rumm * 
under the command of Nevita, fee returned to Naifius, 
where he feems to have continued till the death of Con- 
ftantius. During his'refidence, he raifed Aurelius Victor, 
the hiftorian, to the government of Pannonia Secunda, 
and wrote to the Roman fenate a letter filled with bitter 
invectives againft Conftantius, which was ill received by 
the people, and is feverely condemned by Ammianus him- 
felf \ While Julian lay at Naiflus, without the leaft ap- 
prehenfion of an enemy at his back, two of Conftantius's 
legions, and a cohort of archers, who had been ordered 
into Gaul, furprifed on their march the city of Aquileia, <anmtt 
and defended it with fuch vigour and refolution, that Ju- reduce A- 
lian could not, with all his efforts, reduce it : they were q**kia. i 
commanded by Nigrinus, who defended the place till two 
months after the emperor's death, and was even then with 
difficulty prevailed upon to fubmit to Julian 1 . 

Conftantius, being returned from Mesopotamia to An- <r/ie empe- 
tioch in the latter end of the preceding year, married in ror marries 

Faujlina. 

* Zof. p. 71*. • Amraian. p. 190, Liban. prat, xi, p. 154. 

t Jbid. p. 
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that city, with great folcmnity, Maxima Fauftina, Eufebia 
being dead fome time before. Of the parentage and qua- 
lities of this emprefs, no mention is made by the ancients. 
All we know of her is, that after the death of Conftantius 
fhe was delivered of a daughter, named Flavia Maxima 
Conftantia, who was afterwards married to the emperor 
Gratian The emperor fpent the remaining part of the 
winter in preparing for his intended expedition againft the 
Perfians, being refolved to terminate that war, or at lead 
to fecure the empire on that fide, before he marched into 
the Weil againft Julian* In the mean time Sapor, having 
aflembled a powerful army, took the field, and advanced to 
the banks of the Tigris, with a defign to pafs that river, 
and purfue his march to the Euphrates. This intention 
Conftantius no fooner underftood than he left Antioch ; 
and croffing the Euphrates, advanced to Edeffa ; whence he 
fent pait of his army, under the command of Arbetio and 
Agilo, to the banks of the Tigris, with exprefs orders not 
to expofe the troops wantonly to dangers. About this time 
the emperor received certain intelligence, that Julian had 
already made himfelf mafter of Illyricum, and the impor- 
tant pafs feparating that country from Thrace. He was 
thunderftruck with thefe news; but the very next day an 
exprefs arrived from his generals on the banks of the Tigris, 
aifuring him, that Sapor, intimidated by unlucky omens, 

liaiJretiri ** ac * marcnc< * back t0 ms own dominions with his whole 
J 1 ** 1 army. Conftantius, overjoyed at thefe tidings, immediately 
left Mesopotamia, and returned to Antioch, with a defign 
to march without delay againft Julian, encouraged in this 
refolution by his army, who declared with one voice, that 
they were ready to facrifice their lives in fb juft and ho- 
nourable a caufe. 

Ytr. of Fl. In the mean time, he difpatched Arbetio with a ftrong 
J? ,T * detachment to the ftreights of Sucidava, where Julian was 
U C ii o aflembling his forces in order to invade Thrace, and follow* 
* ed in perfon with the reft of his army about the latter end 

Ike tape- of the autumn. Upon his arrival atTarfus in Cilicia, ho 
ror march- was feized with a feveriih diftemper, occafioned chiefly by 
fs a^airf t ] ie uneafinefs and perplexity of his mind ; but believing he 
Julian j fhouid g et tne better of it by motion and exercife, he pur- 
fued his march to Mopfucrene, on the borders of Cilicia, 
at the foot of Mount Taurus, where, by the violence of his 
diftempep, which increafed daily, he was obliged to halt. 
but dm at In that place all remedies proving ineffectual, he died on 

My/*- the third of November, in the forty-fifth year of his age, 
atnt< 

« Cange Byz. Fam. p. 48. 

and 
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and the thirty-eighth of his reign, reckoning from the time 
he bad been created Caefar, but only the twenty* fifth (ince 
the death of his father. Julian was no fooner informed of 
his death, than he left Illyricum, and on the eleventh of 
December arrived at Constantinople, whither he caufed the 
corpfe of the deceafeel prince to be brought by Jovian, af- 
terwards emperor, and ordered it to be interred with the 
ufual folemnity in the church of the Apoftles w . Julian 
himfclf afliftcd at the ceremony in his purple robes, but 
without the other enfigns of his dignity \ 

As for his character, all the ancients, whether Chriftians His cha- 
or Pagans, paint him as a weak and vain prince : he was raQer* 
entirely governed by the eunuchs of the court, efpecially 
by his chamberlain Eufebius. He admitted none to his His bad 
confidence but fuch as were well (killed in flattery ; whence qualirie*- 
he had none about him but fuch as, by approving all his 
meafures, ft u died to gain his favour, and raife them- 
felves. It has been already obferved, that he afcribed to 
himfelf the glory of vi&ories gained by his officers, and 
fpoke of them as if he had fought in perfon at the head of / 
the victorious armies. The Chriftian writers, both Arian 
and orthodox, complain of his afluming too much in eccle- 
fiaftic matters. Under him employments were not given 
to the mod deferving men, but to fuch only as were mod 
able to purchafe them of the eunuchs, and other favourites. 
The unhappy people in the provinces were miferably op- 
preffed by their governors, who made it their bufinefs to 
repay themfelves the fums which they had difburfed, and to 
heap up money to purchafe other more profitable employ* 
ments. He was fo jealous of his authority, and of fuch a 
timorous and fufpicious temper, that upon the leaft appear- 
ance of a plot, he put numbers of perfons to death, fre- 
quently confounding the innocent with the guilty, though 
accufed by perfons altogether unworthy of credit. The in- 
famous tribe of informers increafed under him to fuch a 
number, that no man of fortune, however innocent, was 
fafe r. As he had no great genius or capacity himfelf, he 
hated all men of letters, and discountenanced every liberal 
art and fcience ; therefore freedmen only applied them- 
fehres to the ftudy of the law, and that of eloquence was 
entirely negle&ed : to be a great philofopher was reckoned 
a crime, Conftantius confidering the philofophers as magi* 
cians, againft whom he enacted mod rigorous laws x . 

w Aram. lib. xxi. p. 105. Socrat. lib. iii. cap. j. p. 168. Paneg, 
at p-zi3. * JLiban. Oral. xii. p. 289. Y Arnmian.lib xxu 

p. aoj. Lib -in. Orat. aaviii. p. 591. * £utrop. lib. xv. p. 44. 

How- 
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However, lie founded and endowed a library at Conftan- 
tinople, enriched it with a large colle&ion of choice books, 
and appointed a perfon, with a liberal falary, to take care 
of it *. 

Bis good But among *b many defects, he had fome good qualities, 
qualities. In crimes of treafon, real or only fufpecled, he behaved like 
a tyrant, fays Ammianus ; but in other refpecls was not a 
bad prince. He was of a very low Mature, fays the fame 
writer, but enured to fatigue ; and performed the military 
exercifes, efpecially thofe of the infantry, with wonderful 
addrefs. He was fitisfied with a frugal diet, flept little, an 
utter ftranger to luxury, and of fuch chaftity and temper- 
ance, as not to be even fufpefted of thofe vices which ufu- 
allypfevail in courts. He is generally thought to have been 
the author of the law condemning to death thofe who were 
found guilty of unnatural crimes b . He fometimes per- 
formed the mcaneft duties of a foldier, but at the fame 
time knew how to maintain the grandeur and majefty of 
his ftation c . He defpifed popularity ; and his affectation 
was truly ridiculous : he appeared in public like a ftatue, 
without moving his head or hands, without fpitting, or 
blowing his noie, left he (hould by fuch vulgar a&ions de- 
grade the majefty and grandeur of an emperor. Though 
he had no genius either for poetry or eloquence, yet he 
was not entirely unacquainted with polite literature d . Ar- 
relius Victor and Eutropius commend him for the great 
refpe£fc he always (hewed to his father, for his extraordinary 
modefty, and for rewarding fervices with uncommon ge- 
nerofity e . Themiftius extols his magnificence, and ob- 
ferves, that he enriched all his friends f . He finilhed the 
walls of Conftantinople, begun by his father; repaired, at 
a great expence, many of the buildings ; and embelHQied 
the city with fountains, baths, and other ftately edifices. 

He was a zealous promoter of the Chriftian religion, and 
enacted feveral laws, of which we have taken notice in the 
hiftory of his reign, for the total fuppreffion of idolatry. 
He built a great number of churches, and among the reft 
the famous cathedral of Emefa in Syria, and the great 
church of Alexandria, called Caefarea. That of St. Sophia 
at Conftantinople was the work of Conftantine, though 
commonly afcribed to his fon Conftantius *. He not only 
built, but endowed and enriched many churches with great 

■ Thcmift. Orat. mil. p. 45. b Cod. Tbeod. ix. tit. 7. leg. j. 

p. 59. c Ammian. lib. xxi. p» aoo. d Aur. Vi&. p. 87. 

• Kutrop. p. 1S3. f T hero i ft. Orat. iv. p. 6». e Socra.. 

p. 94. Cang« urb. Conftantia. Defer ipt. p. 144, 145. 

revenues i 
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revenues ; and fhewed, on all occafions, an extraordinary 
refpecV. and efteem for the clergy, efpecially the bifhops, re- 
ceiving their bleffing in a humble pofture, entertaining 
them at his table, and exempting them from all impofts and 

taxes " C G )- Before 
*> Hilar, contra Conftant. Orat. p. 113, 114. 

- 

(G) But thefe favours he among the profeflbrs of Bour- 

beftowed on thofe alone who deaux (ej. He publiftied fome 

profefled the doctrine of Arius. works, in which he praifed the 

The orthodox bifhops were emperor Julian, and Salluft, 

driven from their fees, and ei- who was prefect of Gaul under 

ther banilhed, or imprifoned ; that prince (6) ; but none of 

and fome of them were, by them have reached our times, 

the authority or connivance of Atticus Tyro Delphidius, the 

the emperor, put to death. But fon of the orator Patera, or Pa- 

to give an account of this per- terius, acquired great reputa- 

fecution is not our province, tion by his poems (7). Dona- 

butthatof the ecclefiatlic wri- tus, under whom St. Jerom ftu- 

ters. died, taught grammar at Rome 

Among the men of learning with great reputation in 354, 
who flourifhed under Conftan- wrote comments on Terence 
tius, St. jerom mentions Gen- and Virgil, and publiftied fe- 
nadius, Petrus, Victorinus, Mi- veral grammatical pieces, often 
nervius, Alcimus, Delphidius, quoted by Cafliodorus, who 
and Donatus (1). All we know judged them more proper for 
of the two firft, is, that they children, than any thing writ- 
were both celebrated lawyers ; ten by other grammarians (8). 
that the former lived at Rome, Nonius Marcelltts, another ce- 
and the latter at Saragofa in lebrated grammarian, lived, as 
Spain (2). Of Victorinus we is fuppofed, about the time of 
(hall fpeak hereafter. Tibe- Conftantius, and was, as we 
rius Victor Minervius taught gather from the title of his 
eloquence at Conftantinople, at work on the propriety of Latin 
Rome about the year 353, and words, a native of Tivoli, and 
at Bourdeaux, the place of his a Peripatetic philofopher (9). 
nativity (3% He is lavilhly The works of Sextus Pompeiua 
commended by Aufonius, who Feftus bear a much better cha- 
is proud of having fludied under rafter than thofe of Marcellus. 
him (4). Latinus Alethius He wrote on the fignification of 
Alcimus was a native of the words ; but his work, which 
Agenois, or territory of Agen, was only an epitome of what 
and is by Aufonius numbered Verrius Flaccus had written on 

(1) Hier Chron. (2) Idem ibid. (3) Idem ibid. Sc 

A u fori, de Profcff. Burdigal. carm- i. p. 137. (4) Aufon. ibid, 

carm. vi. p. 150. (5) Idem ibid. carm. ii. p. 141. (6) Sidon. 
Jib. viii. cpift. it. p. 230. (7) Aufon. ibid. carm. v. p. 147. 

(S) Hicr. inRuf. lib. i. cap. 4. p. 202. Cftfliod. de Orthogr. p. 255, 
356. (9) Vide Ballkt. cap, 620, p. 34. & Salmaf, in Not. in 

Spart. p. 241. 

that 
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Before we proceed to the hillory of Julian's reign, it will 
not be foreign to our purpofe, to give the reader a fuccintt 
account of the birth, parentage, education, and fludies of a 
prince fo much fpoken of by the ecclefiaftic writers. Julius 



that fubjeel in the time of Au- 
guftus, was abridged in the time 
of Charlemagne by Paulus Dia- 
conus ; and to this abridgement 
is owing the lofs of the much 
greater part of that which was 
done by Feftus ( i ) . Some ma- 
nufcripts have reached our 
times on the art of furveyingor 
meafuring land, written by In- 
nocentius, probably the furvey- 
or of that name, who, accord- 
ing to Ammianus Marcellinus, 
was at the court of Conftantius 
in 359 (2). Vindanius Ana- 
tolius, a native of Berytus, 
wrote ten books on Agricul- 
ture, containing many ufeful 
rules, blended with fomefuper- 
flitious and heathenilh oblerva- 
tions (3). Part of that work 
has reached our times ; but the 
author is there ftyled Vindamo- 

0 

nius,and notVindanius. Sextus 
Aurelius Victor m.iy be ranked 
among the writers who Hourim- 
ed under Conuantiu.% though 
he died long after him, finee, 
in his reign, he wrote his hif- 
tory of the Roman emperors. 
He is commonly thought to 
have been a native of Africa, 
aud to have been born of poor 
parents in fome village of that 
country (4). He was, at lea (I 
when he wrote his hiftory, a 
pagan, as mull evidently appear 
to all who perule it. Gotho- 
fredus pubfiflicd in 1628, an 
ancient defcription of the world, 
as he ftyles it, compiled in the 

(i) Vide Bai'ilet, p. 30, 35. (*) Ammian, lib. xizi p. 149. 

(3) Phot. cap. 163. p. 349. (4) Voff. Hift. Lat. p- 196. 

(5) Gothofred. Vetus Orb. Defcrip. p. rj, & 33. (6) Firm. Ma- 
tern. cap. xi. Bibl. Patr. torn. iv. p. 99. (7) Baron, ad 

Ahn. 337. (S) Vide Du Pin, p. 577. (9) Poflcvin. p 998. 

Conftantius 



time of Conftantius, and not of 
Conftantine, as we read in the 
text, after that prince had 
finilhed the port of Seleucia, 
and after the earthquake which 
overturned the city of Duras (5). 
Julius Firmicus Maternus, who 
rlourilhedat the fame time, was 
not only a Chriliian, but a zea- 
lous defender of the religion he 
profefledj for he addrefled a 
work to the two emperors, Con- 
ftantius and Conftans, animat- 
ing them to complete the de- 
ii ruction of idolatry. This 
work is intitled The Errors and 
Fallhoods of Profane Religions 
(6). The author is diftinguilh- 
ed, in the title of the work, 
with the epithet of clarilfimus, 
which was peculiar to the fena- 
tors of Rome, and fufficiently 
confutes the opinion of Baro- 
nius, who infills upon his hav- 
ing been bilhop of Milan (7) 
Eight books on judicial aflro- 
logy were publilhed about the ' 
fame time by Julius Firmicus 
Maternus, who was likewife a 
Roman fenator, and is there- 
fore by fome writers confound- 
ed with the above mentioned 
author (8) ; but Poflevinua 
maintains them to be two dif- 
ferent writers (9) : and indeed 
the allrologer Is flyled, in the 
title of his work, Julius Firmi- 
cus Maternus junior} and the 
work itfelf is altogether ua< 
worthy of a Chriliian. 
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Conftantius, the brother of Conftanrine the Great, had two Birth, eAf 
wives ; Galla, by whom he had Gallus Cjefar, and other "J""',™/ 
cnildren, whofe names are unknown; and Bafilina, defcend- 
ed of an illuftrious family, being the daughter of one Ju- 
lian who was prefect, and the filter of another who was 
count of the Eaft. The furname of Anicius was common 
to both, and the Anician family was one of the moft illuf- 
trious in Rome. He was named Julian from his grandfa- 
ther on the 1 mother's fide, and is ftyled in all ancient in- 
fcriptions Julianus Flavins Claudius. He was of low (Ma- 
ture, and a difagreeable afpect, which was, befides, dis- 
figured with a long beard, as reprefented in moft of his me- 
dals; but at the fame time well-fliaped, active, and of gieat 
addrcfs in every kind of exercife 

His mind was endowed by nature with an extraordinary Endowed 
capacity: he learned with furprifing quicknefs, and never tw * t hg r * a t 
forgot what he had once known ; infomuch, that thofe, ca P attt y* 
whofe province it was to inftruct him, though perfons emi- 
nent in every branch of learning, complained that he too 
foon exhaufted their ftock of knowlege k : on which account 
he is by fome writers equalled, and by others preferred, to 
the greateft men Greece ever produced *. However, he was 
much bettef acquainted with the Greek than the Latin tongue : 
in the former he rivalled the beft writers ; but did not ex- 
cel, according to Eunapius m , in the latter. His eloquence uistlo* 
was eafy and flowing, and accompanied by a graceful de- quence. 
livery. In his anfwers unftudied he difplayed an uncom- 
mon penetration, vivacity, and prefence of mind, and, in 
the greateft dangers, an undaunted courage and intrepidity rt . 
But whether the folidity of his judgement was equal to the 
brightnefs of his genius, we {hall leave the reader to judge 
from his actions. He was naturally of a mild temper, had Hit temper. 
a violent thirft after glory, was greatly attached to his own 
opinion, which he frequently preferred to the advice of his 
ableft counfellors, and ftrangely addicted to fatire and rail- 
lery °. He was brought up at Constantinople till the death 
of his uncle Conftantine, which was followed by the maf- 
facre of all his relations, in which were involved among 
the reft the father and elder brother of Julian ; but Julian 
himfelf was fpared on account of his infancy, being then 
but fix or feven years old, as was his brother Gallus, be- 
caufe he happened to be at that time ill of a fever, and 
thought paft recovery p. 

* Ammian. lib. xxii. p. »*6. k Eunap. cap. 5. p. 68. I Wcm, 
p. 5*9. & Vift. epit p. 545. m Eunap. cap. 5. p. 68. n Am- 
mian. lib xviii. p. 114. 0 Socr. lib. iii. cap. 1. p. 169. p' Ju- 
lian, ad Atbcn. p. 497. Liban. Orat. xii. p. *6z. 

Vol. XIV. O Julian 
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hhtdnca- Julian, at fevcn years old, was put under the tuition of 
tiott. an eunuch named Mardonius, who difcharged his truft with 
great care, infpiring him with an averfion to all manner of 
fports and diverfions, and teaching him how to conquer his 
paflions, and get the better of his evil inclinations. The 
emperor afterwards committed the care of his education to 
Eufebius bifhop of Nicomedia, a leading man among the 
Arians, by whom he was inltructed partly at Nicomedia, 
and partly at an eftate in Bithynia left him by his grand- 
mother, where he planted a vineyard with his own hands. 
He took great delight in this place ; but neverthelefs be- 
llowed it afterwards on one of his friends At the age of 
fourteen or fifteen, he was, by the emperor's orders, fent 
with his brother Gallus, who had been hitherto confined 
to his eftate in Ionia, to a caftle called Macella, in the 
neighbourhood of Ciefarea in Cappadocia. There they had 
a royal palace for their habitation, a handfome allowance, 
a noble court, and the beft mafters to inftruct them in all 
the fciences; but at the fame time we*e furrounded by the 
eunuchs of the court, and kept in a manner prifoners r . In 
this exile or retreat they continued fix years; that is, till 
the fifteenth of March 351, when Gallus was created Cae- 
far. The emperor's chief attention was to appoint them 
fuch matters as were capable of infpiring them with fenti- 
ments of piety, and inltructing them in the duties of the 
Chriftian religion, which they were taught to practife, by 
converfing only with perfons of religious and exemplary 
lives. From this retreat Gallus was called to court, and 
created Csefar, in the beginning of the year 351, and foon 
after the emperor was, with difficulty, prevailed upon to al- 
low Julian to quit Marcella, and purfue his ftudies at Con- 
ftantinople, where he faw his brother, as he pafied through 
that city on his journey into 'the Eaft, with the title of Cse- 
far At Conltantinople Julian ftudied oratory under a fo- 
phift of no great eloquence, but chofen by Conftantius for 
his preceptor, becaufe he ufed, in all his declamations, to 
inveigh againft the idolatrous worfliip of the pagan gods. 
h ordered Julian's conduct at Conftantinople, his application, and 
to quit Can* infinuating behaviour, foon gained him the affections of 
Jtantinople. t ^ t i nnao j tancs of that city, though he appeared in the 
£chools like a private perfon ; and, following the directions 
of the eunuch Mardonius, carefully avoided the leaft mark 
of distinction. This popularity no fooner came to the ears 
of the jealous emperor, than he ordered him to leave Con- 

<? Julian. Epift. xlvi. p. 199, 200. * Julian, ad Athen. p. 499. 
• Arabian, lib. xv. p. 34. 

: m ftantinople, 
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flantinople, and retire to Nicomedia, or what other place 
in Afia he pleafed ; but ftriclly enjoining him not to fre- 
quent the fchool of Libanius, a Pagan fophift of great re- 
putation; who, being driven out of Constantinople, had 
npened a fchool at Nicomedia ; from which city he was like- 
wife obliged to depart foon after, and retire to Antioch, the 
"place of his nativity The fophift too, under whom Ju^ 
lian ftudied at Conftantinople, prevailed upon him to pro- 
mife, and folemnly fwear, that he would never hear the 
lectures of Libanius. Julian obferved his oath ; but as he 
had a great efteem for that orator, he privately read his 
works, and imitated his ftyle with greater fuccefs than thole 
who had ftudied Under him (H). 

Upon the ruin of his brother Gallus, he was very' near h fufpe8*4 
undergoing the fame fate, being unjuftly charged with fe- of afpirmg 
veral crimes, and fufpected of afpiring to the fovereignty. t0 the f 0 ' 
The emperor, therefore, ordered him to be arrefted, and Vir, 'l**J* 
kept him feven months furrounded by guards, fometimes 
in one place, and fometimes in another % but moftly at 

t Eunap. cap. 14. p . 131. Liban. Vit. p. iS. Socrat. p. 165. 
■ Liban. ibid. p. 167. Julian, ad Athcn. p. 501. 

• ■ . .• . . 

(H) During his flay at Nico- fincere and zealous Chriftian, 

media, he became acquainted caufing his head to be fliaved* 

with Maximus of Ephefus, a fays Sozomen, imitating the 

Pagan philofopher of great re- drefs and manners of a monk, 

putation, and much addicted to and performing the office of a 

the lludy of magic ; who flatter- reader in the principal church 

ing him with the hopes of be- of Nicomedia, while he at the 

ing one day emperor, infpired fame time privately adored the 

him with an averfion to the heathen deities, and caufed 

Chriftian religion, which con- himfelf to be inrtrucled in the 

demns all magical practices (i )• ridiculous myfteries of magic* 

Libanius writes, that the pre- Gallus, who refided at Antioch, 

cepts and inftru&ions of a phi- hearing of his brother^ incli- 

lofopher in Ionia, meaning, no nation to idolatry, endeavoured, 

doubt, Maximus, made fuch a by .feveral warm and pious epif- 

deep impreifion on the nrfind of ties, to confirm him in the true 

Julian, that he immediately re- religion, and divert him from 

nounced the Chriftian religion, the worfhip of the Pagan gods, 

and embraced that of the Ro- But the facrilegious curiofity of 

mans. However, he was fo knowing future events, fays 

far from owning his real fenti- Gregory Nazianzen, and the 

ments, that, on the contrary, defire of reigning, prevailed 

he affected the appearance of a over all other confiderations (2J* 

* • 

(0 Socrat. lib. iii. cap. 1. p. 165. Soz. lib. v. cap. 2. p. 594. Liban. 
Of at v. p. 175. ' (*) Greg.Naz. Orat. iii. p. 86. 

■J O 2 Milan, 
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Milan, where the emperor himfejf refided ; for he tells us> 
that he was confined fix months in the great city, which 
was the emperor's abode ; and that, during the whole time 
he was detained there, he was but once admitted to fee the 
emperor, and then by the mediation of the emprefs Eufe- 
bia, who prevailed upon her hufbandto hear him, and en- 
couraged him to defend himfelf with confidence \ a taflc 
which he performed, without either juftifyiiig, through fear 
or complaifance, the emperor's proceedings again ft his bro- 
ther, or provoking his vengeance, by complaining of the 
hard ufage he himfelf had received. Conflantius promifed 
himafecond audience, which was put off from day today, 
under various pretences, by the eunuch Eufebius, the em- 
peror's great chamberlain, who apprehended that Julian 
might, by degrees, gain not only the prince's favour, but 
confidence w . However/ Conftantjus being convinced of 
his innocence, by means of tfie emprefs, he was allowed 
to return into his own country j that is, to his mother's 
eftate in Ionia or Bithynia. A report, however, being 
fpread, before he departed, that Afrieanus had revolted in 
Iliyricum, Conflantius would not fuffer him to return to 
Cots suit Afia ; but, at the requeft of Eufebia, permitted him to go 
Grtsct. into Greece, which he preferred to all other places, being 
defirous, as he pretended, to perfect himfelf in the fciences 
but his real defign was to confer with the magicians at 
Athens, whom he believed more (killed in that art than 
thofe in Alia * (I). During his refidence at Athens he be- 
came familiar with the mod zealous advocates for Paganifm, 
and the perfons beft verfed in magic, exprefling to them, 
in confidence, his concern for the downfal of Pagamfm, 
and his defire and intention of reftoring it to its former luilre. 
Is font for He had been but a very fhort time at Athens, when he 
bj thttm- was recalled to attend the emperor at Milan ; who, it feems, 
ftror. had already determined to raifc him to the dignity of Caefar. 

Julian left Greece with regret, refolving not to accept the 
dignity with which he imagined the emperor defigned to 
inveft him, either becaufe he loved a retired life, as Liba- 
nius would make us believe, or rather dreading the fate of 

" w Julian, ad Athen. p. coi- Liban.Orat. xii. p. 267. * £u« 
nap. cap. 5. p. 74. Themiit. p. 479. 

(I) He arrived at Athens who were at that time both im- 

aboutthe middle of the year proving themfelves at Athens 

355, and there became ac- in the ftudy of eloquence, of 

quainted with the two great lu- which they afterwards made fo 

minaries of the church, St. Gre- good an ufe. 
gory Nazianzen and St. Bafil, 
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Itls brother, as he himfelf informs us. On his arrival at 
Milan, he lodged in a houfe without the city, where he was 
fplendidly entertained by the eunuchs of the emprefs. Con* 
ifantius was not then at Milan ; but he returned foon after 
to that city, and immediately communicated to his friends 
his intention of raifing Julian. They did all that lay in 
their power to divert him from this defign j but Eufebia, 
who favoured Julian, prevailed. The emperor ordered him 
to (have his long beard, to quit his philofophical cloak, and 
appear in the attire of a military man, and the £arb of a 
courtier. As he had hitherto led the life of a philofopher, 
his aukwardnefs in acting a part he had never been accuf- 
tomed to, afforded, for fome time, no fmall diverfion to 
the other courtiers r . The emperor afligned him an apart- 
ment in the palace, which he entered with dread and ter- 
ror, reflecting, that he was to live among thofe who had 
flied the blood of his father and brothers, and maffacred his 
whole family. When he found the emperor, in fpite of 
his remonftrances,refolved upon his promotion, he earnefUy 
intreated him to appoint fuch minifters and officers to 
ferve under him as might fupply his want of experience, 
and to give him in writing directions relating to his whole 
conduct, that his only bufinefs might be to obey *. Con- 
ftantius encouraged him, and having difpelled his fears, 
ordered him to wait on the emprefs, who removed all his 
apprehenfions a . At length, on the fixth of November, JuUan is 
355, he was declared Caefar with the ufual folemnity, ap- dtcUrsd 
pointed governor of Gaul, and a few days after, by the in- c ^M m 
tereft of Eufebia, married to her fiftcr Helena. We have 
related above in what manner he was treated, and how 
narrowly watched, after his promotion. His houfhold was 
changed, and, of his former domeftics, only four were re- 
tained j two youths, his phyfician, and his librarian b : the 
latter alone was privy to his fentiments touching religion. 
He left Milan on the flrft of December, and arrived at 
Vicnne in Gaul about the end of the year. His warlike 
exploits, already defcribed in the reign of Conftantius, 
feem to us altogether furprifiug, when we reflect that they 
were performed by one who was yet very young $ who had 
been brought up in the country, and among books, and 
confequently was obliged to learn the firft rudiments of war 
while he was leading the army to battle e . * 

y Julian, ad At hen. p. 505, 506. * Ammian. lib. xv. p. 47, 

•Chron. Alex. p. 680. Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 34. * Liban, Orat. 

i x. p. aj$. c Julian, ibid. p. 180. 

O 3 During 
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His con- During his flay in Gaul, as foon as he had quitted the 
Juti in field, he applied himfelf to his ftudies, efpecially to that of 
Ga *l' philofophy, but without neglecling the other fciences ; in 
which he made an aftonifhing progrefs, being, according 
to Ammianus, not only an excellent phiiofopher, but an 
eloquent orator, a good poet, well verfed in the Roman and 
other hiflories, thoroughly acquainted with the Greek tongue, 
and converfant in the Latin, in which he exprcffed himfelf 
with great eafe d . As Julian delighted in learning, men of 
letters flocked to him, while he was in Gaul, from all parts, 
efpecially from Greece ; and among the reft the pontiff of 
Eleufina, with whom he pra&ifed the myfteries in private, 
a.nd confulted the arufpices and augurs; for, though he 
outwardly profefled the Chriflian religion, he was a hea- 
then in his heart, and facrificed every morning to Minerva 
in his, clofet e . 

His /ruga- He obferved great temperance and fooriety in his diet, 
remembering, fays Ammianus, the faying of Cato the 
elder, that " Whoever thinks too much of his table, thinks 
little of virtue." Having this maxim conftantly in his 
mind, he would not even fuffer his table to be ferved after 
the manner prefcribed by Conftantius, who had given him 
inftructions under his own hand, as we have obferved be- 
fore, which were to be the rules of his conduct, and de- 
scended even to his diet; but contented himfelf with the 
food of the common foldiers. As he fed fparingly, he was 
fatisfied with little fleep, repofing on a fktn fpread on the 
ground, and awaking when he pleafed, which was con- 
ftantly about midnight: the reft; of the night he employed 
in writing, reading, and vifiting before break of day the 
centries and guards in their different ftations ; from this no 
"He hates inclemency of weather ever diverted him f . He never fuffer- 
ellfportu e jj pi a y S t0 be exhibited but' on the firft day of the year, and 
then not for his own diverfion (for he defpifed all fports, 
even thofe of the circus), but to comply with an ancient 
cuftom, and to humour the populace. No dancers, come- 
dians, players upon inftruments, or buffoons, were fuffered 
to appear at his court ; nay, when he was emperor, he 
would qot permit the Pagan pontiffs to aflift at the infam- 
ous fports, as he ftyles them, of th$ theatre, nor to cen- 
tral* friendfliip with ftage-players, dancers, and drivers of 
chariots ; or even to enter their houfes : however, he allow- 
ed them to be prefent at certain combats, which he names 

* Affirmant lib. xvi. p. 63. e Julian. Ep. xxxviii. p. 

Libart. Orat. x. p. 140. & xii. p. 179. Eunap. cap. 5. p. 76, 77* 
f Araician. Julian. Liban. ibid* 

facredj 
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* 

facred, and at which no women appeared j but from the 
combats in which men entered the lifts with wild beafts, 
he excluded both the priefts and their children *. 

The grave and fevere life he led in Gaul gained him the 
efteem and affections of the people, who beheld him as a 
prince fent by Heaven, the more becaufe he made it his 
chief ftudy to eafe them of the heavy and infupportable bur- Studits to 
dens with which they were loaded by the emperor's officers, 
efpecially by Florentius, prefect of Gaul, who, on that * p 
account, conceived an implacable hatred againft him, and 
did him all the evil offices at court that lay in his power. 
But Julian, preferring the welfare of the people to his own 
fafety, in fpite of Florentius, leffened the taxes, and re- 
duced them from twenty-five pieces of gold a head to 
feven, which he found fufficient to defray all the expences 
of the war h 5 whence he was by all the people in Gaul 
confidered as the reftorer of their country, and their com- 
mon father. He was greatly aflifted in relieving the people 
by Salluft, a native of Gaul, in whom he repofed an en- 
tire confidence ; which raifed fuch jealoufy in the other 
courtiers, that they took great pains to difcredit him with 
the emperor, who was perfuaded to remove him, and ap- 
point Lucianus in his room. Julian, fenfibly affected in 
rinding himfelf deprived of the counfels of fo trufty a friend, 
gave vent to his grief in the difcourfe which he wrote to bid 
him farewel 1 (K). The emperor, who was then in lllyri- 
cum, ordered him into Thrace ; whence he was foon after 
remanded into Gaul, where Julian left him in 361, with 
the character of prefect k . As Julian was univerfally 
efteemed and beloved by the people in Gaul, they readily 
concurred with the foidiery in bellowing upon him the title 
of emperor in 360. After his promotion, he continued for 
fome time to profefs outwardly the Chriftian religion, and 
publicly aflifted at the holy ceremonies of the church on 
the feaft of the Epiphany in 361 but threw off the malk 
foon after ; for we are told by Libanius, that he no fooner 

s Julian. Or. Fragm. o- 555- •» Panegyr.xi. p. 223. I Julian, 
Orai. viii. p. 444.. k Ammiar. iib. xxi. p. 187. 1 Zof. lib. iii. 
p. 711. Suz. lib. v. cap. i. p. $90. Julian, ad Athen. p. 509. 

(K) From that difcourfe, whence fome conclude him to 

which is a kind of panegyric have been a Pagan, though a 

on Salluft, it appears, that Ju- man of great integrity, and 

lian had communicated to him unblemifhed character (1). 
his moft i'ecret thoughts ; 

(1) Julian. Orat. viii. p. 449* 
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Be cavfes faw himfelf mafter of IUyricum, than he opened the temples 
the temples of the gods, cffiFered facrifices according to the ancient rites, 

Vblfun- and cxl ? ortcd a11 perfons to follow his example, and reftore 
e o^en- ^ re jjgj on Q f tne j f ance ft ors t0 j ts former luftre m . We 

have mentioned what pafled in Gaul and IUyricum, from 
the time Julian was declared emperor to the death of Con- 
flantius ; and (hall therefore, without repeating the fame 
events, refume the thread of our hiftory from that period, 
generally reckoned the beginning of Julian's reign. Con- 
ftantius being dead, the eunuch Eufebius, and fome others, 
who dreaded the refentment of Julian, and the puniftiment 
due to their enormous crimes, were for electing another 
emperor; but no one joining them, Theolaiphus and Ali- 
Julian at- guldus, both ftyled counts, were difpatched to acquaint Ju- 

tmuror'tn Han WhH tbC em P eror,s deJth > and t0 affure him > tbat a11 
'the'uath* tnc eaftern provinces were ready to obey his commands. 
pfCanflan- The two meflengers found him at Naiflus in IUyricum, em- 
nus. ployed in fuperftitious inquiries into the entrails of victims, 
and fometimes promifing himfelf the beft, at other times 
apprehending the worft events. But the death of Conftan- 
tius delivered him from all his doubts and apprehenfions, 
and put him in pofieflion of the empire without ftriking a 
blow \ When he received the news of the emperor's death, 
he burft into tears, appeared the fame day in deep mourn- 
ing, and betrayed an extraordinary grief and concern amidft 
the repeated acclamations of the foldiery, faluting him with 
the title of Auguftus °. He immediately iffued orders for a 
general mourning, and commanded all poflible honours to 
be paid to the body of the deceafed emperor. Soon after 
the meflengers, feveral horfemen arrived from- Conftanti- 
nople, alluring him, that the troops in thofe parts had un- 
He is re- animoufly acknowleged him emperor. He therefore pro- 
"^'h r at ccedecl to Constantinople \ and being met by almoft all the 
jojat S Con- inhabitants of that metropolis at Heraclea, he made his 
jiantwople. public entry on the eleventh of December of this year 361, 
attended by the fenate in a body, by all the magiftrates, 
and the nobility, every one teftifying with loud fhouts of 
joy the fatisfaction they felt in feeing fuch a promifing 
prince, who had been born, and fome time educated, in 
their city, who had already performed fuch glorious ex- 
ploits, raifed to the empire without the lead expence of 
blood or treafurc to the republic. He was again declared 
emperor by the fenate of Conftantinople ; and as foon as 

» Liban. Orat, xii. p. 288. »' Ammian. lib. xxi. p. 20a. & 

lib. xxii. p. 204. £31', lib, iii. p, 713. Liban. Orat. xii. p. 289. 
0 Zooar. p. 21 . 
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that ceremony was over, he caufed the obfequies of Con- 
ftantius to be performed with the greateft pomp and fo- 
lemnity p. 

His next care was to inftitute at Chalcedon a court of He tre8s m 
juflice, to inquire into the<condu& of the minifters of the 
deceafed emperor, and to hear the complaints of fuch ad ^££1*' 
had been injured by them. In this court prefided Salluftius YkecwduQ 
Secundus, whom Julian had created prefect of the Eaft, of the mi- 
in the room of Elpidius : we muft take care not to con- *$*rs of 
found him with Salluft, prefect of Gaul, of whom wc ft 9 *"* 
have fpoken before. Julian repofed in both an implicit con- 
fidence ; and the prefect of the Eaft, though a Pagan, is 
highly celebrated even by the ecclefiaftic writers, for his 
prudence, difcretion, and companion towards the Chriftians 
perfecuted by Julian, whofe conduct towards them hejuftly 
condemned. With him were joined in commiflion the two 
confuls ele&, Mamertinus and Nevita, the one prefect of 
Ulyricum, and the other an officer in the army, with Ar- 
betio, Agilo, and Jovinus, of whom the latter had been 
lately created general of horfe in Ulyricum, and the two 
others had ferved under Conftantius in quality of generals. 
Arbetio was univerfally abhorred for his haughty and im- 
perious behaviour, and was faid to have occafioned the 
death of feveral innocent perfons under the late reign : the 
conduct of Julian therefore feemed very ftrange, in ap- 
pointing one to judge others, who ought himfelf to have 
been arraigned as a criminal ; we are even told, that the 
whole authority was lodged in his hands 9. By this court Several of 
were condemned to be burnt alive the famous Paulus Ca- them com* 
tena, and the noted informer Apodemus, as the chief demned ond 
authors of the cruelties committed in the late reign. The 9xtcutid * 
eunuch Eufebius was likewife condemned and executed. 

Thefe executions were applauded by all the world as juft Urfula, 
and equitable ; but the death of Urfula, a man of great ond others % 
merit and known integrity, was. a ftain upon the reputa- jZJjJ? 
tion of Julian, whom he had fupplied with money un- ^* 
known to the emperor, when he was fent into Gaul with 
the title of Caefar, but without the neceflary appointments 
to fupport that dignity. What prompted Julian to put him 
to death, we are not told \ but all authors agree, that he 
de ferved no fuch treatment, efpecially at his hands ; and 
therefore charge him with the blacked ingratitude, in pro- 
curing the death of a perfon to whom he owed the greateft 
obligations'. Julian, to palliate his ingratitude and cruelty, 

P Socrat lib. iii. cap. i. p. 164.. q Ammian. lib. xxii. p. *o6, 

307* f i*ib. Orat. xu\p. 198, Ammian. ibid. 

pretended, 
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pretended, that Urfula had been condemned and executed 
without his knowlege ; but Ammianus himfelf owns this 
to be but a weak excufe. To atone in fomc degree for this 
injuftice, he ordered great part of Urfula's eftate, which 
had been confiscated, to be reftored to his daughter, his 
only child. Florentius, who was this year conful, and had, 
while prefect of Gaul, incenfed Julian, was likewife fen- 
tenced to death ; but he found means to make his efcape, 
and appeared no more': wherefore we mod diftinguiffi 
him from another of the fame name, who was taken and 
beheaded with Procopius in 369. Two officers, whom Ju- 
lian had difcharged, offered to difcover Florentius, provid- 
ed they were reuored to their rank; but Julian branded 
them with the name of informers, adding, that to perfecute 
an unhappy man, who had been obliged to conceal him- 
felf, was an action unworthy of a prince. Taurus, Floren- 
tius's colleague in the confulfliip, and prefect of Italy, was 
baniffied to Vercellje, now Vercelli, in Piedmont, becaufe 
he had fled when Julian entered Illyricum. With the fame 
injuftice were banilhed another Florentius, who had been 
magifter ofticiorum under Conftantius, Palladius, who had 
difcharged the fame office in the court of Gallus, and many 
others. Julian, having punifhed fome of Conftantius's mi- 
nifters, deprived the reft of their employments, without 
diftinclion, though there were among them fevera! perfons 
of unblemifhed characters, who had difapproved, and even 
oppofed, moft of the late meafures. 
He reforms As the great number of officers was become an intolerable 
the court, burden to the public, he thought himfelf bound to leflen it; 

and accordingly difcharged all ufelefs perfons about court, 
preferring the frugality and modefty of a philofopher, fays 
Ammianus, to the vain magnificence of a prince. He re- 
duced, among the reft, the officers called agentes in rebus, 
from ten thoufand to feventecn 1 ; and difcharged thoufands 
of cooks, barbers, and unntceffiiry attendants, who devour- 
ed the fubftance of the people, and drained the treafury. 
The curiofi, whofe office it was to inform the emperor of 
what had parted in the different provinces, were all dif- 
He eafes charged, and that employment entirely fupprefTed. This 
the people great reform of officers and offices enabled him toeafe the 
^re'taxes" P eo P^ c °f tne heavy burdens they groaned under ; abating 
throughout the whole empire the fifth part of all taxes and 
impoits u . He recalled from banifhment all the orthodox 
bifhops, but with a defign, as is obferved bpth by the Pagan 

, • Ammian. lib. xxii. p. xo$. 1 Liban. Orat. xii. p. 479. 

» Julian. Mil'op. p. ioz. 

ana 1 
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and Chriftian writers, to raifc difturbances, and fow dif- 
fenfions, in the church. 

The death of Conftantius was no fooner known, than de- D*p*\itt 
puties were fent from the chief cities of the empire, to pre- fX/raUi* 
fent the new prince with crowns of gold, and to congratu- ttes a „j 
late him on his acccflion to the empire. Their example nations t§ 
was followed by feveral foreign nations, among which, congratu* 
"however, we find no mention made of the Perfians. The 
ambafiadors of the Goths cavilling about the oaths they 
were to take, Julian ordered them to return, and prepare 
for war * but contented himfelf with placing ftrong garri- 
fons in the cities of Thrace, and on the banks of the Da- 
nube x . Before he left Conftantinople, he wrote to the He invites 
philofopher Maximus, who had fir ft infpired him with an to court 
averfion to the Chriftian religion, inviting both him and an- philofo- 
other Pagan philofopher and magician, named Chryfanthus, 
to court. The latter, deterred by fome ill omens, could & c .from 
not prevail with himfelf to comply with the invitation ; but alt parts, 
the former readily obeyed, and was received by the empe- 
ror at Conftantinople with fuch tokens of friendship and 
e ft.ee m, as to Ammianus feemed below the dignity of a 
prince, though highly commended by Libanius. 

The next confuls were Ciaudius Mamertinus and Nevita 
or Nevitta, who, on the firft day of January, when they 
entered, according to cuftom, upon their office, went, be- 
fore it was light, to wait on the emperor *. Julian no Julian 
fooner heard they were coming than he ran to meet them P*W g r ' a * 
in the utmoft confufion, as if he had been wanting in re- "fi**?! 
fpea, killed them, received them with the greateft regard, tHecon J u * 
and would by all means attend them in their chariots, walk- 
ing before them to the fenate with the crowd. His con- 
dud on this occafion is greatly commended by fome, and 
no lefs blamed by others, among the reft by Ammianus, 
who cenfures it as too mean, and below the majefty of a 
prince z . It was ufual for emperors to accompany the new 
confuls on that day, but not on foot, nor blended with the 
crowd. On the third of January, Mamertinus exhibited 
the Circenfian fports, when a number of flaves being brought 
into the circus, in order to be declared free by the coni 
according to cuftom, Julian, unacquainted with the pre- 
rogatives of the feveral magiftrates, declared them free 
bimfelf; but being told that he entrenched upon the jurif- 
di&ion of the confuls, he begged pardon, and condemned 
himfelf to pay a fine of ten pounds weight of gold \ Be- 

x Ammian. lib. xxii. p. »io. Lib. Orat. x. p. 245, r Pane- 

gyr. xi. p. aia. » Ammian. lib. atii. p. aoj. * Ibid. lib. 

*xi. p. ? c 9 . ' 

foro 
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Ht enriches fore he left Conftantinople, he enriched that metropolis, the 
the city of place of his nativity, with many privileges, formed a large 
Contenti- harbour to ftielter the (hips from the fouth wind, built a 
*ri- magnificent porch leading to it, and in another porch a 
writes. ftately library, in which he lodged all his books b . 
He fets out At length he left Conftantinople, in the month of May, 
far An- and departed for Antioch : he pafled through Chalcedon, 
***** and from thence went to Nicomedia, the ruins of which 
city, overturned by an earthquake, he could not behold 
without fhedding tears : he ordered confiderable fums for 
the rebuilding of it 5 and then purfuing his journey by Nice, 
he turned from the borders of Galatia to vifit the famous 
temple of Cybele at Peflinus, which he enriched with offer- 
ings of great value. He pronounced a difcourfe on that 
pretended deity, which he compofed in one night, appoint- 
cd Calixenes prieftefs of the temple, and then continued 
his route to Ancyra, where he was received by the Pa* 
gan priefts, carrying with them their idols. As foon as 
he arrived at the palace, he ordered confiderable fums to 
be diftributed among them, and the next day exhibited 
public fports c . As he purfued his march he was met in 
mod places by crouds of people, come to lay their com* 
plaints before him : he heard them with patience, and de* 
cided their differences with equity. As he entered Cilicia, 
he was ftopt by the inhabitants of a fmall village, one of 
whom accufed another of afpiring to the empire, alleging t 
that he had ordered himfelf a purple habit, which was ac- 
tually making : Julian heard the informer with great cool- 
nefs, and then told him, that when the purple habit was 
ready, he might fupply, if he pleafed, the new prince with 
purple (hoes. The emperor, pafiing through fcilicia, ar- 
rived at length at Antioch, where he was received with 
the greateft demonftrations of joy. Soon after his arrival 
he afcended Mount Cafius, in the neighbourhood of that 
city, and offered a folemn facrifice to Jupiter. On his re-, 
turn Theodotus, one of the chief citizens of Hierapolis, 
who, it feems, had formerly offended him, threw himfelf 
at his feet, intreating his forgivenefs. Julian did not know 
him ; but without inquiring who he was, or what he had 
dwie, embraced him with great tendernefs, faying, " In 
what have you difobliged me, I know not, nor do I care 
to know ; but be it what it will, you have nothing to fear 
under a prince whofe greateft ambition is to leflen the 
number of his enemies, and increafe that of his friends, 

• 

* Thcmift. Orat. iv. p. 6* c la DMlf o ra ^ ^ p, 

During 
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: During his ftay at Antioch, he employed himfelf chiefly fi e a j m i„ 
in hearing and deciding caufes y in protecting the innocent, niJIersjnT- 
•without diftinftion of Chriftian or Pagan ; and punifhing tice 
the guilty, without forgetting nis ufual lenity and modera- J5? ar,w " 
tion. In the adminiftration of juftice, he readily liftened 
to thofe who feemed better acquainted with the laws than 
himfelf, conltantly confulting them before he gave fe»- 
tence. But notwithstanding his fo much boafted equity 
and moderation, he fentenced to death Gaudentius, one of 
the late emperor's fecretaries, and Julian, formerly vicar, 
for no other rcafon but becaufe they had adhered to Con- 
ftantius with great fteadinefs and zeal ; which a magnani- 
mous prince would have rather thought worthy of reward 
than punilhment. He treated in the fame manner the (on 
of Marceilus, accufed of afpiringto the empire ; but only 
banimed Romanus and Vincentius, two officers of diftino- 
tion, though convicted of the fame crime. Marceilus had 
exafperated Julian, while he commanded under him in 
Gaul, as we have obferved elfewhere (L). Doth Pagan and 
Christian authors obferve, that during the Ihort time Julian Thttmphrt 
reigned, the empire was conftantly afflicted by a variety effltaed 
of calamities : dreadful earthquakes were felt in every 
province ; mod of the cities of Paleftine, Libya, Sicily, " " * 
and Greece, were ruined d . Libanius writes, that not 
one city was left {landing in all Libya, and but one in 
Greece j that Nice was entirely deftroyed, and Conftan- 

<* Ammian. lib.xxii. p. sa6. Soz. lib- vi. cap. 2. p. 639. Cbryf. 
in Gent. p. 677. Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. p. 91. 

<L) The ecclefiaftic writers dren, whom he had inhumanly 

make long defcants on the fhock- facrificed, hoping to difcover fu- 

ing cruelties, and innumerable ture events in their entrails ( 1). 

murders committed by Julian, Thefe deteftable practices, and 

during his flay at Antioch. barbarous murders, were kept 

Gregory Nazianzen reprefents fecret, and carefully concealed, 

the Orontes, on which Antioch during his life-time, fays Theo- 

ftood, choaked up with the bo- doret (2) ; but after his death 

dies of fuch as had by his or- many cherts were found in the 

ders been privately murdered, palace, filled with the bones of 

or thrown into that river in the thofe he had thus inhumanly 

night ; and adds, that all the facrificed. It is furprifing that 

ditches, caves, wells, and ponds fuch cruelties mould have been 

in the neighbourhood or that known only to the Chriftian 

city, were filled with the bodies writers, 
of the young virgins and chil- 

(1) Gre,j. Ni z. Orat. iii. p. 91. (2) Theodor. lib. iii. cap. it. 
p. 659, 

tinople. 
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tinople greatly damaged e . The temples of Apollo at Rome 
and Daphne were about the fame time confumed by fire. 
The fea in feveral places broke in upon the land, and over- 
whelmed whole cities with their inhabitants. At Alexan- 
dria, the fea retiring during an earthquake, returned after- 
wards with fuch violence, that it laid under water feveral 
towns and villages, and drowned an incredible number of 
people. To thefe calamities was added a general drought, 
which lafted till the winter was far fpent, and produced an 
imiverfal famine : the famine was followed by a dreadful 
plague, and both continued till the death of Julian, carry- 
ing off great numbers of men and cattle. Julian, to re- 
medy the dearth, fixed the prices of corn, and all other 
provifions ; a ftep which increafed it beyond meafure, the 
merchants privately conveying their corn to other places. 
By thefe means that great and populous metropolis was re- 
duced to fuch miferies as can hardly be exprefled. 
J»Uan of- The inhabitants of Antioch, being moftly Chriftians, 
jersfacri- we re highly provoked ngainft Julian, to whofe impiety in 
fittttn the W orlhipping the idols theyafcribed the famine, and the other 
^Upiter at calamities with which the whole empire was afflicted. The jr 
Antiodu publifhed many lampoons, reflecting on the defects of his 
perfon, and expofing him to ridicule on account of his dU 
minutive itature, his forbidding afpect, his long and rough 
beard, his port and geftures, which were, it fecms, in fome 
degree odd and ridiculous. Julian, piqued at the fevere fa*- 
tires that were daily publifhed again ft him, and fung pub- 
licly in the ftrects, wrote an ironical invective again ft the 
Antiochians, ftyled the Antiochian^ or Mifopogon, that is, 
the bcard-hatir \ in which he reprefents them wholly ad- 
dicted to their intereft, abandoned to luxury, pomp, and 
lewdnefs, great admirers of plays, farces, and all forts of 
difiipation. In this performance he folemnly declared, that 
none of them fhould for thofe libels lofe their lives, be beaten 
with rods, arretted, or imprifoned ; but threatened to with- 
draw from a city which thus requited, with the utmoft in- 
gratitude, the innumerable favours he had heaped upon it, 
and the extraordinary care he had taken in relieving the ci- 
tizens, when in the utmoft diftrefs f . 
\U pre- Ever fince his acceffion to the empire, he had (hewed a 
pares for ftrong inclination to make war upon the Perfians, and try 
th Lr' r ^ an wnetner h c could humble that haughty enemy, who had 
for many years harrafied the Eaftern provinces in a moft 
miferable manner, and defeated all the attempts of his pre- 
deceflbr. Being advifed, fcon after his arrival at Conftan- 
tinople, to attack the Goths, he anfwered, that he defigned 

« Liban. Qrat. *ii. p. 314. f Julian. Mifop. p. 101. 
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to enter the lifts with a more formidable enemy f . Before 
he left that metropolis, he had appointed his generals, and 
named the officers and foldiers who were to ferve under 
them. Vi&or was created general of the foot, and Hor- 
mii'da of the horfe. The latter was the elder brother of 
Sapor, king of Perfia ; but having been excluded from the 
-crown, and kept fome time under confinement, he found 
means to make his efcape, and took fandtuary in the court 
of Conftantine s. Julian, during his ftay at Antioch, pur- 
fued his preparations for the Perfian war, collecting his 
troops from all quarters, erecting magazines, making new 
levies, and, above all, confulting the oracles, arufpices, and 
magicians. The oracles of Delphi, Delos, and Dodona, 
allured him of victory h . But the arufpices, and moll of 
his courtiers and officers, ftrenuoufly endeavoured to divert 
him from his intended expedition The ambiguous an- 
fwers of the oracles, the confidence he repofed in the ma- 
gicians, and the defire of adding the Perfian monarch to 
the many kings he had already fcen humbled at his feet, 
prevailed over all other confiderations.^ The Perfians, ac- 
cording to Theodoret, began hoftilities k , by making in- 
roads into Mefopotamia. But Libanus aflures us, that the 
king of Perfia wrote to Julian, offering to conclude a p*eace 
upon fuch terms as he mould think juft and reafonable ; 
but that Julian, defirous to revenge the infults offered to the 
Romans by that haughty prince, tore the letter, and would 
hearken to no terms Socrates fpeaks of ambafladors fent Wtllheark- 
by Sapor with advantageous propofals, but difmified by Ju- "* t0 "* 
iian with this anfwer, that ere it was long, he hoped to Urms * 
treat with their mafter in perfon m . 

Several nations offered Julian their afliftance, which he He dif- 
refufed, faying, " The Romans are to affift their allies, but obliges the 
ftand in no need of their afliftance. " He likewife rejefted Saracens. 
the offers of the Saracens, faying, when they complained 
of his flopping the penfion which was paid to their nation 
by other emperors, that a warlike prince had fteel, but no 
gold •, which anfwer they refenting, joined the Perfians, 
and continued faithful to them to the laft. However, he 
wrote to Arfaces, king of Armenia, enjoining him to keep 
his troops in readinefs to execute the orders he fhould foon 
tranfmit. Having made the neceflary preparations for fo 
important a war, as foon as the feafon was fit for action, 

* Aramian. lib. xxii. n. 2*4.' * Zof. lib. iii. p. 713. Abulfarag. 
p. 90. i» Theodor. lib. iii. cap. 16. Greg. Naz. Orat. p. 114. 

Philoftorg. lib. vii. cap. » 5. Liban. p. 15*. * A mm. lib xxiii. 
p. 44.5 Theodor. lib. iii. cap. 16. p. 654. l Liban. 

Orat. x. p. 143—^45. » Socrat lib. iii, p. igu 
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he difpatched orders to his troops to pafs the Euphrates, 
with a defign to enter the enemy's country before they had 
the leaft notice of his march, placing guards for that pur- 
pofe on all the roads n . Before he left Antioch he appoint- 
ed Alexander, a cruel and paflionafe man, governor of that 
He f eis out city, faying, " The citizens deferve no better." He march- 
frcm An. ed'from Antioch on the fifth of March, and reached Li- 
ttoch. tar ^ a t ^ c r amc jay, a village in the territory of Chalcis, 
about fifteen leagues from Antioch. The magiftrates of 
that great city, who had attended him, wifliing him a happy 
journey, and a triumphant return, he told them, in great 
heat, that he would never vifit them again, being refoived 
to winter at Tarfus °. From Litarba Julian proceeded to 
Bercea, where he halted a day, and pronounced a fpeech 
before the council of the place, exhorting them to adore 
the gods of their anceftors. He writes himfelf, that they 
ail heard him with attention, and commended him, but 
few followed his advice p(M). He was better pleafed 

n Julian. Ej>. xxwv. p. 160 • Evagr. lib. vi. cap. n. p. 451. 

Julian, p. 1 56. Ammun. p. 239. P Lib. Vit. p. 44. Socrat. hb. 
iii. cap. 17. p. 190. 

(M) At the head of the coun- fonable (faid he) to ufe any vio- 

cil was a zealous Chriftian, who lence in point of religion. Al- 

v had not only difinherited, but low your fon to protefs a reli- 

turned out of doors, his fon, gion different from your's, as I 

for renouncing the Chiiltian allow you to profefs one ditier- 

religion As Julian approach- ent from mine, though I might 

ed Beroea, the fon, accofting eafily oblige you to renounce 

him, acquainted him with the it." "What! (replied the fa- 

treatment he had received from ther) are you fpeaking in favour 

his father, and the motive of of an impious wretch abhorred 

his indignation. The emperor, by heaven, who has preferred 

pitying his condition, bid him fahhood to truth, and renounc- 

take courage, and be under no ed the worftiip of the true God, 

concern: "For I will take to fall down before idols?" 

upon me (added he) to appeafe ** Injuries and invectives (re- 

your father, and rein ft ate you plied Julian, interrupting him) 

in his favour." Mindful of are foreign to our purpofe; 

his promife, the fame day he and therefore I beg you would 

invited the chief citizens of Be- forbear them." Then turning 

rcca, and, among the reft, both to the fon, "-It is incumbent 

the father and fon, to fup with upon me (faid he) to take care 

him. The two latter he placed of you, fince your father is 

by him ; and in the midft of deaf to my prayers and intrea- 

the banquet, turning to the fa- ties in your behalf (1). 
ther, «« I do not think it rca- 

■ 

(1) Tbeod. lib. iii. cap, 17. p. 655, 65$. 

with 
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with the inhabitants of Batne, the next city he vifitedj for Tht route 
they had, before his arrival, reftored the public worihip of of Julian's 
the gods. There he offered facrifices, and having immolated ar "y» 
a great number of victims, he purfued the next day his jour- 
ney to Hierapolis, the capital city of the province of Euphra- 
tefiana, whicn he reached on the ninth of March. He was 
met at a great diftance by crouds of people ; but, as he en- 
tered the city, fifty foldiers were killed, and a great many 
more hurt, by the fall of a porch At Hierapolis he reGded 
in the houfe of a man for whom he had a particular efteem 
and veneration, becaufe he was the fon-in-law of Sopater, 
the difciple of Iamblichus, and becaufe neither Conftantius 
nor Galius, who had both lodged in his houfe, had ever 
been able to prevail upon him to renounce the worfhip of 
his idols. He left Hierapolis on the thirteenth of March, 
and having pafied the Euphrates on a bridge of boats with 
his army, he marched to Batnae, a fmall city of Ofrhoene, 
about ten leagues from Hierapolis, different from the city 
of the fame name in Syria r . From Batnae he proceeded 
to Charrhae, where, in the famous temple of the Moon, 
he performed fome private ceremonies. While he was at Ht facri- 
Charrhae, being informed that a party of the enemy's horfe fi e '* " tht 
had broken into the Roman territories, he refolved to leave ^ nat 
an army in Mefopotamia to guard the frontiers of the em- LAarr *' 
pire on that fide, while he advanced on the other into the 
heart of the Perfian dominions \ This army confifted, ac- 
cording to fome 1 , of twenty thoufand, according to others, 
of thirty thoufand, chofen troops ; and was commanded 
by Procopius and Sebaftian, a famous Manichean, who 
had been governor of Egypt, and had perfecuted, with the 
utmoft cruelty, the orthodox Chriftians. Thefe two were 
to join, if poffible, Arfaces king of Armenia, to lay wafte 
the fruitful plains of Media, and join the emperor in Aflyria. 

There were two roads leading from Charrhae to Perfia, 
the one to the left by Nifibis, and through the province of 
Adiabene ; the other to the right, through Aflyria, along 
the banks of the Euphrates. On both thefe roads Julian 
had caufed magazines to be erected, but chofe the latter. 
After having from an eminence viewed his army, amount- 
ing to fixty-three thoufand men, he fet out on the twenty- 
fifth of March for Davanna, or Dabana, in Mefopotamia, 
and arrived next day at Callinifus or Callinicum, where he 
(lopped the twenty-feventh to celebrate the feaft of the mo- 

q Julian. Ep. xxvii. p. 159. Liban. Orat. xii. p. 311. r Am- 

mian. lib. xxiii. p. 139, 240. • Idem, ibjd, * Zof. lib. 

iii. p. 714. Soz. lib. vi. p. 634. 

Vol. XIV. P thcr 
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The order thcr of the gods. The day following he proceeded on ht$ 
•f fits march, and encamped that night in the fields near the Eu- 
march. phrates, where he found his fleet, confiding of feven hun- 
dred gallies, and four hundred (hips of burden, commanded 
. by count Lucilianus, and the tribune Conftantianus. From 
Callicinum he proceeded to Cercufium, called alfo Circe- 
fium, fituated at the conflux of the Abota and the Eu- 
phrates, one of the ftrongeft pieces in Mefopotamia, hav- 
ing been fortified by Dioclefian, to prevent the fudden ir- 
ruptions of the Perlians, who, in his reign, had even .fur- 
prifed Antioch. At this place Julian patted the Abora with 
his whole army, and then ordered the bridge to be broken 
down, that his foldiers might not be tempted to defert. 
From Cercufium he advanced to Zaitha, where the tomb 
of the emperor Gordian was ftill vifible. On the feven th 
of April a foldier and two horfes were ftruck dead by light- 
ning; and a lion of an extraordinary fize, prefenting him- 
felf to the army, was difpatched by the foldiers with 2 
mower of darts. Thefc omens occafioned great difputes 
between the philosophers and the arufpices, the latter in- 
terpreting them as inaufpicious, and advifing the emperor 
not to proceed on his intended expedition, and the former 
refuting their arguments with others more agreeable to Ju- 
lian's temper °. 

He enters '^ ne emperor, after having pafied the Abora, which part- 
the Perfian ed the Roman and Perfian dominions, encouraged his men 
dominions, with an animating fpeech to revenge the many injuries 
and infults, which of late years had been offered by the 
haughty enemy to the Roman emperors. When he had 
concluded his fpeech, he ordered large fums to be diftrs- 
buted among them, amounting to a hundred and thirty 
pieces of filver a man, fays Ammianus. He then proceeded 
on his match with the greateit order and precaution ima- 
ginable. Nevitta led the right wing along the Euphrates; 
Arintheus and Hormifda conducted the left, with fome 
troops of horfe ; Julian himfelf commanded in the center; 
and the rear was brought up by Dagalaiphus, Victor, and 
Secundinus : a body of fifteen hundred horfe was appoint- 
ed to fcourthe country for intelligence, and to prevent any 
furprize. To itwke the greater terror into the enemy, he 
ordered his ranks to be extended ; by which means the 
army took up about ten miles, and appeared at a diftance 
far more numerous than it really was w . Having pafTed the 
Abora he entered Aflyria, fays Ammianus; but, accord- 

« Amroian. p. 244—246. w Zof. p. 715. Liban. Orat« xii. 

p. 31a. 
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ing to Libanius, be croATed vaft deferts before he readied 
that province, which he found very populous, and abound- 
ing with all the neceflaries of life ; but he laid it wafte to a H* lays 
gi;eat extent, fetting fire to the magazines, and deftroying *»ajie Af- 
the provifions which he could not carry off. By thefe fy rl * % 
means he put it out of his power to take the fame route on 
his return. Six or feven days after he had paffed the Abora, 
he arrived at a fort called Annathan, which capitulated 
upon the firft fummons ; whereupon Julian preferred the 
officer who commanded there, named Pufeus, to the rank 
of a tribune. He ever after ferved the Romans with great 
fidelity, and was finally created duke of Egypt. 

Julian burnt all the places he found abandoned by the in- fjertdttees 
habitants, but left feveral fortrefles behind him, without feveral 
attempting to reduce them, upon their promifing to fubmit towns and 
when he mould have fubdued the reft of the country \ firtrtfis* 
After the army had repaffed the Euphrates, at Baraxmal- 
cha, Hormifda would have fallen into an ambufcade con- 
trived by the enemy, had he not been fortunately prevented 
by a canal, which he could not pafs, from advancing to a 
place where a body of Perfians lay concealed, under the 
conduct of Surena r . After this efcape Julian pafied, with 
great difficulty, an arm of the Euphrates, which was fwelled 
to an unufual height by the melting of the fnow; and bo- 
fieged Berfabora, or PyrifabOra, next to Ctefiphon, the 
ftrongefl place in Aflyria, fortified with a double wall and 
a citadel, and defended by a numerous garrifon. But Ju- 
lian, furmounting all difficulties, reduced it in two days, 
in fpite of the mod vigorous refinance both from the gar- 
rifon and the inhabitants, who fought like men in defpair. 
He found in the place a great quantity of provifions, and 
diftributed among his foldiers, who began to rriutiny, a 
hundred pieces of filver a man, having with difficulty pre- 
vailed upon them to be fatisfied with that fum. Having 
thus pacified the army, and fet fire to the town; he purfued 
his march, and entered a country which the enemy, fore- 
feeing he would pafs that way, had laid under water ; but 
the foldiers, animated by the example of their leader, waded 
through it with great refolution, and; arriving at Maioza- 
malcha, a place of great ftrength; which refufed to fub- 
mit, they drew a double line round it, battering the walls 
night and day without intermiffion ; but the befieged obfti- 
nately refilled, till the Romans, by means of a mine, forced 
the city, while the Perfians were bufied in defending the 
walls. Julian, incenfed againft the governor for not fur- 

* Ammian. lib, xxiv. p. *65« f Zof. p. 71 5* 
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rendering the place at the ftipulated time, and for calling 
Hormifda a traitor, ordered him to be burnt alive, and 
gave up the city to be plundered by the foldiers. 

As the army was now within feven miles of Ctefiphon, 
and Victor, who had furveyed all the roads, afluring them 
He ad- they had nothing to apprehend, they advanced to a city, 
vances to which had been formerly ruined, fays Ammianus, by a 
Ctefiphon. Roman emperor, meaning, according to fome, Seleucia, 
ruined by Lucius Verus, and, according to others, Sabata, 
about three miles from Cteiiphon, the great metropolis of 
the Pe rfi an empire *. From this place they advanced to a 
fort, which was taken by aflault, after a ihortbut vigorous 
refiftance, Julian himfelf having narrowly efcaped being 
killed by a ihower of arrows difcharged againft him as he 
was viewing the walls. Having rafedthe fort, he allowed 
his army fome time to refrefh themfelves ; and then, caus- 
ing the canal to be cleanfed, which had been formerly dug 
by Trajan between the Euphrates and the Tigris, he con- 
veyed by that channel his fleet from the former to the latter 
river. Then he conducted his army to Coche, a place of 
coivfiderable ftrength, (landing on the Tigris, oppofite Cte- 
iiphon ; but we are not told that he attacked it. All we 
know is, that he pafled the river with no lefs rafhnefs than 
courage, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of the enemy en- 
camped on the oppofite bank, whom he forced to retire, 
Puts the and Shelter themfelves within the walls of Ctefiphon. Some 
P erfians to Q f tnc Romans purfued them to the gates of the city, which 
^pafostkf they would have entered with the enemy, had not Victor 
Tigris. prudently retrained them. The Perfians loft on this occa- 
sion, according to fome, two thoufand five hundred, accord- 
ing to others, fix thoufand men, and the Romans but fe- 
venty or feventy-five. Only part of the Roman army paired 
the Tigris that day, and made themfelves mailers of the 
Perfian camp. The reft followed the next, and the em- 
peror, with his guards, three days after*. Julian conti- 
nued fome days encamped before Ctefiphon ; but not dar- 
ing to attack it, as it was very ftrong, plentifully fupplied 
with provifions, and defended by a very numerous garrifon, 
he contented himfelf with fending Arintheus to ravage the 
neighbouring country b . 

In the mean time the king of Perfia was aflembling, on 
the rnoft diftant confines of his kingdom, a formidable 
army, to fall upon Julian in his retreat. However, he fent 
deputies to propofe terms of accommodation, being de- 

* Ammian. p, 171. ZoG p. 711. *Liban. p. 315. * Am* 
mian. p. z% . 
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firous to put a period to fb deftruclive a war. Thefe ap- 
plied to Hormifda, as their countryman, and their king's 
brother, who immediately flew to the emperor with the 
agreeable tidings ; but Julian, inftead of accepting the pro- Ht rtjeSs 
pofals, ordered Hormifda to difmifs the ambafladors pri- P ro P°f*h *f 
vately, and give out, that they were only fome of his old * taei * 
friends come to viGt him ; for he apprehended, that both 
the foldiers and officers would have difapproved of his pur- 
fuing fo dangerous and tedious a war, when peace might 
have been concluded upon honourable and advantageous 
terms. The propofals being rejected, Julian, contrary to 
the advice of his officers, refolved to advance farther into 
Perfia ; but the army had no fooner began their march, 
than, on mature deliberation, he thought it more advife- Hi turns 
able to return, not by the way he came, the country on 
that fide being laid wafte, but to take his route along the i— 
banks of the Tigris, without even attempting to reduce tempt nptn 
Ctefiphon, though he had lain feveral days before it. Ctefiphon. 

He marched fome time along the Tigris, which was on 
his left, being conducted by guides well acquainted with 
the country ; but who in the end betrayed him : for, as 
they were natives of Perfia, they perfuaded him to quit the 
river, and take a quite different route, notwithftanding the 
reraonftrances of Hormifda, and all the officers of the 
army ; who, confidering the guides as perfons fent by the Dtttivid 
enemy on purpofe to deceive, ufed every eflfort to divert by truck*- 
Julian from following their advice ; but be, repofing an rcurgui&s, 
entire confidence in them, Tefolved not only to leave the *f b "™" 
Tigris, but to burn his fleet, left the enemy (hould become * 
mafters of it. This refolution alarmed the whole army, 
but was neverthelefs put immediately in execution, only 
twelve fmall veflels being referved, which were to be con- 
veyed over land in waggons, to make bridges, if there 
(hould be occafion. When the fleet was firft fet on fire, 
the army began to mutiny, and exclaim with one voice. 
€( That the emperor was betrayed ; that the pretended 
guides were real traitors, fent by the enemy on purpofe to 
lead them to deftrultion." Julian, to appeafe the foldiery, 
ordered the guides to be put to the rack, when they 
owned their treachery, confefiing, that, in advifing him to 
burn the fleet, they had no other defign but to ruin him 
and the army. In confequence of this confeflion, every 
means was tried to extinguifti the fire, but the flames could 
not be overcome ; for the whole fleet, except the above 
mentioned twelve veflels, was reduced to afhes c . Julian 

lib. xxiv. p. »8i. Liban. p. 301. 2o*aF.p. »}. 
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purfucd his march through a % country, fays Ammianus, very 
fruitful in itfelf, but ravaged and laid dcfolatc by the enemy ; 
infomuch that the Romans were reduced to the laft extre- 
mity, wanting provifions, and at the fame time harafled 
withbut interm flion by ftrong parties, who attacked them 
both in front and rear. % 
hrtduttd Julian, not knowing what route to take in a ftrange 
to great country, and finding his army difpirited, fummoned a 
fraxts u council of all the chief officers of the army, when, after 
many confutations, they refolved to march towards Cor* 
duene, which lay fouth of Armenia, and belonged to the 
Romans, Purfuant to this refolution, they moved for- 
ward on the fixteenth of June ; but had not marched far, 
when they difcovered at fome diftance a very numerous 
body advancing againft them. This was the Perfian army, 
commanded by the king in perfon, attended by two of his 
fons, and all the nobility of the kingdom. The Romans re- 
turned to their camp, where they were, in a manner, be- 
fieged the next day by the troops of the enemy. Several 
ikirmifnes happened on that and the ten following days, in 
which the Perfians were conftantly repulfed. In a (harp 
encounter on the twenty-fecond of June, altnoft the whole 
Puts the Perfian army engaged ; but were, after a very vigorous re- 

? ili t*"but ^ ance * P llt to tn ^ rout w * tn great daughter. The Ro- 
^'jiriffsJl nians remained matters of the field ; but found little fatif- 
j 9r prwi- faction in a victory which could not relieve their wants in 
Jwt, a country where no provifions were to be had, the corn, 
graft, and every thing elfe, being burnt by the enemy. 
Julian himfelf laboured under the greateft perplexity and 
uneafinefs, finding the Perfians were refolved to oppofe his 
march, and attempt all means to diftrefs him, without 
coming to a general engagement. At length, the night 
preceding the twenty-fixth of June, as he arofe, according 
to cuftom, about midnight, and was bufied in his tent in 
reading or writing, he is faid to have beheld fuddenly be- 
fore him, with a countenance full of forrow, the fpec~rre 
reprefenting the genius of the empire, which had appeared 
to him upon his being declared emperor. He was in fome 
degree terrified at this unexpected fight, and at other 
pmens which happened at the fame time, and were looked 
Upon by the arufpices as portending fome great misfortune, 
if he fiiould undertake any thing that day. But Julian, 
jdefpifing the predictions of his foothfayers, as foon as it was 
light, ordered his army to decamp, being probably no 
lonrer able to fubfiftin the fame place. 

On his march he was attacked on all fides by the enemy, 
who, after they had discharged iheir arrows, which never 
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failed doing great execution, retired, without giving him art harajfed 
opportunity of revenging the death of thofe who fell. In °* 
one of thefe fudden onfets, the emperor flying, without his JJ* r p, r ^„ 
armour, to oppofe the enemy, was mortally wounded by a army, and 
dart, which, through his arm and fide, penetrated to his mortally 
liver. Thofe who were about him concluding, from his wounded* 
finking upon the neck of his horfe, that he was wounded, 
conveyed him fpeedily upon a large (hield to his tent, 
where Oribafus, a celebrated phyfician, and his intimate 
friend, attempted in vain to fave him, applying the moil 
powerful remedies his art could fuggeft. However, as the 
pain began to abate, he called for his arms and horfe, be- 
ing deGrous to animate his men with his prefence ; but his 
ftrength not anfwering his courage, being greatly weakened 
by the lofs of blood, he was forced to continue in his tent, 
while his men, filled with rage, and breathing revenge, 
made a dreadful havock of the enemy, till night interrupted 
the {laughter. Fifty Perfian lords of great diftinction were 
killed, and an incredible number of other officers and com- 
mon foldiers. The Romans loft Anatolius, who was ma- 
giller officiorum, and generally efteemed an officer of great 
ikiil and experience. The prefect Salluft was with diffi- 
culty refcued by his apparitors; but Phofphorius, his vicar, 
was flain, with many others in the right wing, where the 
emperor commanded. 

While the battle continued, Julian lay languishing in his 
tent *, and,' being apprifed that his end approached, he ad- 
orefied thofe about him, who feemed greatly dejected and 
concerned, in the following terms : " I am now, my fellow- jjisfpeeeh 
foldiers, called upon to pay the laft debt of nature, which I before his 
<io with a willing and chearful mind, being taught by phi- death. 
lofophy, that ttte itate of the foul is infinitely more happy 
than that of the body. Upon this confideration, I embrace 
death as the greatelt blefling : it exempts me from the many 
dangers to which my rank and reputation were daily ex- 
pofed. I have lived, firft in a private, and afterwards in an 
exalted date ; aud have fo behaved in both, as not to be 
confcious to myfclf of any action that gives me at prefent 
the leaft remorfe. I have ftudied to govern with modera- 
tion, and, being well apprifed, that the end of all govern- 
ment is the happiness of the people, I have, both in peace 
and war, endeavoured, as far as in me lay. to render them 
happy. I have great reafon to thank Divine Providence, 
for not having fuffered me to fall by the hand of confpi- 
rators; to languifh under a long and troublefome difeafe ; 
or to die like a criminal, as many innocent and deferring 
yerfons have done. I fubmit with joy to the eternal and 
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immutable decrees of the gods, though in the bloom of my 
age, being fenfible, that he who is fond of life when he 
ought to die, is as great a coward as he who de fires to die 
when he ought to live. As for my fucceffor, I decline 
• naming any, left, through ignorance, I mould omit a wor- 
thy perfon, or, by naming one equal to fo great a truft, 
expofe him to thole dangers, which would inevitably attend 
his promotion, if it were not univerfally approved of. I 
therefore leave the choice to the commonwealth, and, like 
4 dutiful fon, wifti her a worthy governor to fucceed me." 

Having thus fpoken, he difpofed of his private eftate, di- 
viding it amongft his relations and friends ; and not feeing 
Anatolius, enquired after him. Salluft the prefea told him 
ne was happy, meaning he was dead, according to the ex- 
preflion then in ufe ; a circumflance which feemed greatly 
to affett him : but turning immediately to the philofophers 
Maximus and Prifcus, he difcourfed with them concerning 
the nature of the foul ; then calling for a glafs of coldwa^ 
ter, he drank it, and having exprerTed his defife of being 
Yr. of Fl. interred atTarfusin Cilicia, he expired on the twenty-fixth 
**i3« of June, a little before midnight. He died in the thirty-. 

L c \ 161* ^ cconc ^ y ear °^ n * s a S e ' a ^ tcr nav i n g reigned feven years, 
' and fix months, from the time he had been created Oefar, 

Julian dies, about three years fince he had taken the title of Auguftus, 
and only twenty months, not quite complete, fince, by the 
death of Conftantius, he became peaceable pofleffor of the 
whole empire. 

His chm- Julian was, without all doubt, endowed with extraordi-t 
raQer, nar y parts, a great lover of learned men, and himfelf well 
verled in mod branches of literature d . Ammianus greatly 
extols his moderation, and the mildnefs of his temper, no 
lefs oppofite to that of his brother Gallus, than the temper 
of Titus was to that of Domitian e . He could never en- 
dure the title of dominus, or lcrd> though common to all 
•princes fince the time of Dioclefian ; and had even fome 
thoughts of quitting the diadem, which, for many years, 
had 'been eonfidered as one of the enfigns of the fovereicn 
B'ugood power f . He made it his chief ftudy to eafe the people, 
tualitits. leffenirtg the taxes throughout the empire, and exacting no 
more than was absolutely neceflary for the defence andfup- 
port of the ftate. All the cities ufed, purfuant to an an- 
cient cuftom, to prefent the new prince with crowns of 
gold, fome of which weighed a thoufand, and fome two 
thoufand ounces, and upwards ; but Julian enacted a law, 



t * Via. Epit. p. 545. • Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 63. & lib, 
p. tai. f Liban. Oty. xii. p. 305. 

forbidding; 
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forbidding any city, however rich or populous, tp offer a 
crown weighing above feventy ounces. He would not fuf- 
fer his officers or minifters to receive prefents from the peo- 
ple, upon any confideration whatever j nor the foldiers 
to injure the fubje&sor allies of the empire, through whofc 
countries they marched. Libanius fpeaks much of the ex- 
traordinary care he took in regulating the public Carriages* 
in chufing worthy magidrates, in clearing the highways of 
robbers, and in relieving feveral cities, reduced by heavy 
taxes to a mod miferable condition. His bed, fays Mamer- 
tinus, was as pure and chafte as that of a Vedal virgin *j 
and Arnmianus declares, that he was an entire ftranger to 
all unlawful pleafures, and a declared enemy to lewdnefs 
and debauchery, He was generous, adds the fame author, 
valiant, fincere in bis friendship, and kind to all, efpecially 
to fuch as were in didrefs, and mod wanted his aumance. 
Prudentius fpeaks of him as a prince who deferred well of 
the empire, both as a general and a lawgiver h . 

He was not, however, even in the opinion of his admirers, 
without fome faults. Arnmianus owns him to have been of 
a fickle and changeable temper, ambitious beyond meafure 
of popular applaufe, elated with the lead fuccefs, and talk- 
ative to fuch a degree, that his tongue never ceafed *. The 
fame writer accufeshim of cruelty and ingratitude, in con- 
demning Urfula, to whom he owed the greated obligations; 
and Libanius, though highly prejudiced in his favour, can- 
not help allowing him to have been fuperditious to cxcefs, 
incohfiderate on many occafions, and too much attached to 
his own fcntiments k . Arnmianus condemns the cenforious 
temper, which he betrayed in a manner unworthy of a phi- 
losopher, and below the dignity of a prince, in his Mifo- 
pogon, and his Caefars, not fparing even the excellent em- 
peror M. Aurelius. The pagan writers themfelves, namely 
Eutropius ! , Themidius m , and Arnmianus Marcellinus, 
town, that his conduct towards the Chriftians was repugnant 
to the laws of humanity, and deferved to be buried in obli- 
vion ; which is more than a Chridian writer of our days 
•feems willing to allow (N). 

% Panegyr. xi. p. 230. h Prud. Apol. cap. 4, p. 1(3. 

t Ammiao. lib. xxii. p. *o6. * Li ban. Orat. xii. p. 304. 

* Eutrop. p. 589. m Themitt. Orat. v. p. 69. 

(N) As for the Chriftian gnifing them with a falfe fhew 

Mrittts of ancient times, they of the oppofite virtues. Hk 

reprefent Julian as inclined to t true character is not to be 

and guilty of, the moil enor- learned either from the extra- 
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Greatly la- The news of his death were received with inexprefliblc 
menttd bj joy by the Chrillians, and with the deepeft concern by the 
the Pa» Pagans. The meflenger who brought it to Charrhx, was 
Z unu either ftoned to death by the populace B , or with difficulty 
efcaped the fury of the enraged multitude °. Several cities 
placed the image of the deceafed prince amongft thofe of 
their gods, and paid it the fame honours. Libanius, tran- 
fported with grief when he firft heard of his deceafe, de- 
termined to lay violent hands on himfelf, not choofing to out- 
live him ; but, upon reflexion, altered his refolution, and 
chofe to live, that he might have the fatisfadtion, as he 
himfelf tells us, of compofing his funeral oration (O). Of 
the feveral writers who flourilhed under Julian, the reader 
will find a fuccinct account in the note (P). 

CHAP. 

» Zof. lib. iii. p- 733. • Liban. Orat. xii. p. 330. 

gans, or from the accounts who profelTed it, traducing them 

of the Chriftian writers; but with the name of Galileans, as 

from a candid detail of his ad- heimpioufly ftyled our Saviour 

miniftration, which was general- the Galilean, debarring them 

ly polite and upright. He un- from all honours and employ- 

doubtedly pollened great ta- ments, both civil and military, 

lents and many princely vir- and prohibiting them either to 

tues, which however were teach, or learn, the fciences. 

tfrongly allayed with caprice, But we refer our readers to the 

obftinacy, felt-conceit and fu- ecclefiaiHc writers for a more 

perftition. particular account of the perfe- 

(O) He wrote two difcourfes cution he raifed againit the 

on thisoccafion, the one to ex- church, and of his wild attempt 

prefs his own grief (i), the o- to reftore Judaifm, and rebuild 

ther to proclaim the praifes of the temple of Jerusalem ; which 

Julian (2). From the latter, is faid, by Ammianus and o- 

which contains thewhole hiftory thers to have been miraculoufly 

of Julian's life, and from the defeated by fire ifluing out of 

two orations written much a- the earth, and deftroying both 

bout the fame time, and on the the work and the workmen, 
fame fubjeel, by Gregory Na- (P) Ammianus Marcellinus, 

zianzen, an impartial reader in his hiftory of the emperors, 

will conclude, that both wri- gives us a more particular ac- 

ters are fbrangely biafed and pre- count of Julian's reign, than any 

judiced, the one in his favour, other writer ; and Eunapius, a 

the other againft him. Julian mod zealous Itickler for the arv- 

not only renounced the Chrif- cient religion of the Romans, 

tian religion, whence he was often mentions, and highly 

furnamed the Apoftate, but be- commends Julian, in his hittory 

frayed a mortal hatred to thofe of the fophifts. 

* * * 

(i) Liban. Orat, xi. (i) Jdfiu.Orat xii. 

. CyOttut 
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CHAP. LXI. 

The Hiftory of the Eaftern and Wejlern Empire, 
from the Death of Julian to the Death of 
Valens. 

Hp HE death of Julian was no fooner known than the chief Jovian 
A officers of the army afiembled, and unanimoufly chofe Jo- t hoftn ***• 
vian for his fucceflbr p, who was accordingly faluted with the M** 
title of Jovianus Auguftus, the day after Julian's death j that 

is, 

P Ammian. lib. xxv. p. aa6. 

Calliftus, one of Julian's offi- Origin of Evils ; but both thefe 

cers, wrote in verfe, according works, as well as that which he 

to Socrates (3), the hiftory of wrote againft the Chriftiaris, » 

that prince ; but his work has hare been long fince loft. He 

not reached our times. Julian wrote many letters, of which 

himfelf deferves to be ranked fixty-four have reached our 

among the writers of his life; times, not counting thofe which, 

for he compofed the hiftory of by reafon of their length, have 

his wars in Gaul (4), which been ranked among his dif- 

has been long fince loft ; and courfes. Libanius, who pre- 

gives us an account of the moft tends to have broughtthe epifto- 

remarkable paflages of his life lary ftyle to its greateft per- 

in his Mifopogon, in his letter feclion, (hares that glory with 

to the Athenians, and in the Julian, the elegance or whofe 

writings which he publiihed in letters he greatly commends 

the year 362, the one upon and admires (7). Under Julian ' 

Cybele, the other againft a flou rifhed Proerefes, a Chriftian 

Cynic philofopher (c). He fophift, much efteemed for his 

wrote another difcourfe againft learning and eloquence. Ori- 

the Cynics, particularly againft bafus, a famous phyfician, was 

Heraclius or Heraclitus (6). u native of Pergamus in Afia, 

But the moft famous of all Ju- according to Eunapius (8), of 

lian's works is that intitled Sardis, according to Philoilor- 

the Caefars; which, in re- gius (9) and Suidas (1). He 

ality, is a fatire on all the em- ftudied phyfic under Zeno of 

perors from Julius Caefar to Cyprus, to whom Julian wrote 

Conftantine and his children, a letter, inviting him to Alex- 

Suidas afcribes two other works andria^ whence George, the fa- 

to him, the one on the Three mous Arian biiliop, had caufed 

Figures, which he does not ex- him to be banifhed (2). 

plain, and the other on the When Julian was created C«- 

(3) Socrat. lib. iii. cap. 21. p. 195. (4) Liban. Orat. v. p. 17S. 
(5) Julian. Orat. vii. p. 381. Suid. p. 1248. (6) Julian, 

ibid. p. 716 — 718. (7) Liban. Orat. v. p. 184. (8) Eu- 

nap. cap. 5. p. 76. &cap. 19. p. 139. (9) Philof. lib. vii. cap. 15. 
y. 29$. ^1) Suid. p. 319. (») Julian, Ep. xlv, p. 198. 



Digitized by Google 



220 The Hiftoty of the 

is, the twenty- feventh of June of this year 363. He was 
the only furviving child of Verronianus, a native of Singi- 

dunum 

far, he took Oribafus with him Prufa in the fame province (7). 
into Gaul, and repofed fuch Himcrasand Proerefes f ofwhom 
confidence in him, fays Euna- we have (poken above, were at 
pius (2), as to make him privy the lame time profeflbrs of elo- 
to his greateft fecrets, that is, quence at Athens, and rivals (8) • 
to his idolatry ; for Oribafus In the hiftory of Julian's reign, 
was himfelf a Pagan. Oriba- we have mentioned the philofo- 
{us, at the reqaeft of Julian, pher Maximus, who firft in* 
abridged, firft, the works of Ga- dined that prince to idolatry % 
len, and afterwards thofe of all and the ftudy of magic. He 
the mod able phyficians. He was a native, either or Smyrna, 
attended Julian into Perfia, and as we read in Eunapius (6) ; 
did all that lay in his power to or of Ephefus, as Ammianut 
care his wound, but without maintains (1); and brother to 
faccefc. After the death of the philofopher Claudianus. 
that prince, his patron and be- who taught at Alexandria, and 
nefa£tor, he was dripped of all to the tophift Nymphidianus, 
his wealth, and banifhed to the profeflbrof rhetoric at Smyrna, 
countries of the Barbarians (3), and afterwards fecretary to Ju- 
or abandoned, to ufe the ex- lian. Maximus mud have been 
prefiion of Eunapius, to the well verfed in polite learning, 
Barbarians, who were rooft re- fince Julian fubmitted all his 
markable for their cruelty (4). compofitions to his judgment 
However, he was greatly re- (2) ; and Eunapius has placed 
fpe&ed by them, and honoured his life among thofe of the fo- 
by their princes, on account of phifts, though he is commonly 
the art he profe/Ted. At length ftyled Maximus the Phiiofo- 
the Roman emperors recalled pher. Julian invited him to 
him, and reftoredhiseftate, and court about the beginning of 
all his effe&s (c). He gave the year 362, where he behaved 
fome eafe to Chryfanthus in his as Eunapius himfelf owns (3), 
laft malady atSardes ; but could in a manner altogether unwor- 
notcure him (6). He was ttill thy of a philofopher. Here- 
living, when Eunapius wrote turned to his native country, as 
the lives of the fophifts, that appears from Julian's letters (4), 
is, about the year 400. Hime- for the recovery of his health ; 
ras, a celebrated fophift in Ju-» but came again to court, and, 
iian'v time, was a native of Hi- together with Prifcus, attended 
thynia, and the fon of Ami- Julian in his Parthian cxpedi- 
nius, who taught rhetoric at tion(5). Thefe two were, with- 

(2) Eunap. cap. 29. p. 140. (3) Phot. cap. 216, 217. p. 556, 
557. (4.) Idem. cap. 218. p. 557. (5) Idem. p. 560. 

(<) Eunap. cap. ai. p. j6o. (7) Phot. cap. 165. p. 363. Eunap. 
cap. 12. p. 129. (€) Idem. cap. S. p. 119. (9) Eunap* 

cap. 5. p. 67. & 16. p. 137* (1) Aramian. lib. xxix. p. 390U 

{2) Julian, ep. xvi. p. 131. (3) Eunap. cap. 5, p. 77* 79* 

(4) Julian. ep.xv.xvi'XXXviu. (5) Eua. cap. 5. p. Si. Auinu 
hb. Xxv. p. 231. 
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dunum in Pannonia, or rather in MoeCa % who had lately 
refigned the eminent poft of comes domefticorum, to lead 

a private 

» Via. Epit. 

out all doubt, in the num- able to difcharge, and kept a 

ber of thofe obftinate and igno- clofe prifoner till the end of the 

rant philofophers, who, accord- year 365 (o), when, by the 

ing to Ammianus, had great in- mediation of Themiilius, who 

fluence at court, and urged the recommended him to Valens, 

emperor to that wild enter- in a fpeech pronounced before 

prize, againfl the fentimcnts that prince, and by the intereft 

of the officers of the army, of Clearchus, a zealous Pagan, 

Hence, when intelligence of he was fet at liberty, and not 

Julian's death were brought to only forgiven the fine, but ref- 

Antioch, the people, in the tored to his eftate, and fuffered 

tranfperts of their joy, cried to return to Conftantinopie, 

out, 44 Thus are the predic- where he was very well receiv- 

tions of the falfe prophet Maxi- ed (1). But his happinefs was 

raus fulfilled -6). " Eunapius fhort-lived ; for he was accufed, 

writes, that Jovian continued with feveral other philofophers, 

to honour Maximus, and the as a magician, in 371, found 

other philofophers, who had guilty or magical practices, and 

followed Julian (8). Be that being fentenced to death, was 

as it will, they were treated beheaded at Ephefus the fame 

in a very different manner year (z). Chryfanthus was a 

by Valentinian and Valens, native of Sardes in Lydia, in 

who hated all the friends of Ju- which city his father was fena- 

lian, and, above the reft, thefe tor. He nudied with Maximus 

two philofophers, accufed, as under Edefus of Cappadocia, a 

they were addicted to the ftudy Platonic philofoper and magi- 

of magic, of having brought cian ; and then returned to his 

upon the princes the maladies native city, where he continued, 

with which they were both feiz- notwithstanding the repeated 

ed about the beginning of A- and prefling felicitations of Ju- 

pril in 364. (8). Prifcus, how- lianand Maximus, inviting him 

ever, was acquitted; but the to court. Julian created him 

foldiery and populace were, pontiff of Lydia, in which em- 

with difficulty, retrained by ployment he had the prudence 

Salluftius Secundus from tear- not to opprefs the Chrillians, 

ing Maximus to pieces. Hav- and therefore was fuffered by 

ing efcaped the rage of themul- the Chriftian emperors to live 

titude, he was condemned to unmolefted (3). He lived to 

pay a greater fine than he was the age of eighty (4). Prifcus 

(6) Theodor. lib. iii. cap. 1*. p. 659. (7) Eunap. cap. 5. 

p. 8s. (8) Zof. lib. iv. p. 734, 715. (9) Ibid. p. 374. 

Ammian. lib. xxvi. p. 315. Eunap. cap* 5- p* 83. Themift Orat 
vii. p. 100. (1) Idem. p. 99, 100. Eun. p. 84— 87. (2) Anno* 
lib. xxix. p. 390. Socrat. p. 39. Eunap. p. 87* (3) Eunap. 

cap. 5. p. 69, go. & cap. 1 a. p. 144—149. (4) Idem. p. 151. 
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a private and retired life. He was efteemed one of the bed 
commanders of his time, and the reputation which he had 
acquired in the army greatly contributed to the promotion 
of his fon ». The firft public act of Jovian after his elec- 
tion, was to name his father for his colleague in the con- 
fulfhip againft the enfuing year ; for Vcrronianus was faid 
to have been foretold in a dream, that his fon mould be 
one day raifed to the empire, and he to the confullhip; but 
he died before he had the honour of difcharging that office, 
or the fatisfaction of feeing his fon emperor, though he 
had been informed of his promotion l . Jovian, or Flavius 
Claudius Jovianus, as he is ftyled on an ancient coin, was 
born about the year 331, and married Carito, the daughter 
of Lucillianus, a commander of great reputation, often 
mentioned by Ammianus. By her he had, according to 
Philoftorgius °, a fon named Vcrronianus, who was born 
about the time Jovian was created emperor, and a daughter, 
of whom we find no farther mention j indeed, Zonaras fays, 
in exprefs terms, that Verronianus was his only child w . 

As Jovian was a zealous Chriftian, we (hall not copy his 
character from the Chriftian writers, who may be fufpect- 
ed of partiality, but from the Pagans, who cannot be 
His excel- thought to have been biafled in his favour. Among thefe 
k*t qua- Eutropius commends his affable, mild, and generous tem- 
ttw * per; and adds, that no perfon could, with juftice, accufe 
him of neglect or imprudence in the difcharge of his duty *. 
Ammianus Marcellinus y , and Victor the Younger z , de- 

» Tbemift. Orat. v. p. 65. t Socrat. lib. Hi. cap. »6. p. 205. 
« Philoltorg. lib. viii. cap. p. 1*. v Zon. p. 15. * Eutrop. 
p. 589. y Ammian. p. 196. * Vi&. p. 79. 

was born in the country of the ceive him in a friendly manner, 

IVJoloffi, or Thefproti, in Epi- though he was not a little pre- 

rus ; and fludied under Edefus, judiced againft him (5). He 

with Maximus and Chryfan- followed Julian into Perfia, and 

thus. Afterwards he retired to was accufed, with Maximus, of 

Greece, whence he was invited magical practices under Va- 

by Julian to court, and com- lens; but difcharged, and fuf- 

plied with the requeft. He was fered to return to Greece, 

perhaps more efteemed by that where he lived to the age of 

prince than Maximus himfelf. ninety, and upwards (6) ; and 

lie attended the emperor to was killed, with many others, 

Antioch, and prevailed upon by the Goths, who, in 395, ra- 

him to admit Libanius to vaged Greece under the conduct 

his prefence, and even to re- of the famous Alaric (7). 



(5) Eunap. cap. 5. p. 69. Lib. Vit. p. 4»* (6) 
lib. xxv. p. £91. (7) Suid. p. 1*55. Socrat. lib. iii. cap-. *• 

Zof. lib. iv. p. 735. Phot Cap. 165, 

fcribc 
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fcribe him as well-fliaped in bis perfon, of a majeftic air, 
of a gay and agreeable afpect, of an even, affable, and 
courteous temper, naturally inclined to mercy, and a great 
encourager of learning, being himfelf pretty well acquaint- 
ed with the fciences. From the few officers he preferred 
during his fliort reign, we may judge how circumfpect he 
would have been in the diflribution of offices, had he lived 
longer. Themiftius beftows ftill greater encomiums » ; but 
we lay no great ftrefs upon them, as coming from a pane- 
gyrift. On the other hand, Suidas b paints him in quite 
different colours, following Eunapius, who, by his impla- 
cable hatred to the Chriftian religion, was often led into 
grofs miftakes. Ammianus does not forget to mention his alloyed 
vices, as well as his virtues, telling us, that he was natu- Q • ™ 
rally timorous, a great eater, and much addicted to wine °*' s ' 
and women. The fame author obferves, that Jovian had 
a great refpect and veneration for the law of the Chriftians ; 
for he had always made an open profeffion of the Chriftian 
religion, even in the reign of Julian, defpifing both his 
threats and promifes c . His promotion was difagreeable to 
the Pagans, as appears from the manner in which Ammia- 
nus Marcellinus fpeaks of it. 

The army was in a ftrange country, far from home, with 
an enraged enemy round them, deftitute of provifions, and 
confequently reduced to the neceffity of perifhing, either 
with hunger, or by the arms of the incenfed Perfians. Jo- 
vian, who was obliged to ftruggle with two fuch formidable 
enemies, did not fo much dread the latter as the former : 
he rcpulfed the Perfians with great (laughter, as often as 
they ventured to attack him, as Ammianus tells us in ex- 
prefs terms d ; a teftimony which is fufficient to refute what 
Libanius writes of the great advantages gained over Jovian 
by the Perfians e . But the valour and experience of Jovian The army 
was not proof againft the famine which raged in his camp, reduced 
and would not have left one man alive in the whole army, t0 & rea * 
had not heaven unexpectedly declared in his favour, to ufe r rattu 
the expreffion of Ammianus, by inclining the enemy to 
offer conditions of peace at fo critical a conjuncture. That 
writer is of opinion, that the Perfians, through mere pity 
and compaffion, offered to treat ; and Libanius cannot con- 
ceive what could, induce them to think of a peace, when 
they had reafon to promife themfelves the greateft advan- 
tages from the continuation of the war. The negotiations 

a Themift. Oraf. v. p. 63. b Suid. p. 1244. c Theodor. 
lib. iv. cap. 1. p. 660. 4 Amm. lib* xxv. p. 197, 198* e Lib, 
Orat. xii. p. 3*4. 

laded 
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Jafted four days, a delay which proved more infupportaUe 
to the Romans, fays Ammianus, than the* greateft tor- 
ments, occafioned by the famine which raged in the camp. 
Befides the dreadful extremity to whtch the army was re- 
duced, Jovian was apprehenfive, and not without reafon, 
of the defigns of Procopius, Julian's kinfman f . No won- 
der, therefore, that he fubmitted to a peace upon terms 
di (honourable, we own, in themfelves, but abfolutely ne- • 
ceflary to extricate himfelf, and fo many brave men, from 
the difficulties into which they had been drawn by the te- 
merity and imprudence of Jujian. A peace was agreed on 
for twenty-nine years, upon Jovian's promifing to abandon 
and yield up to the Perfians the five provinces on the Ti- 
gris, which had been wretted from tbem in the reign of 
Diocletian, with feveral caftles, and the cities of Nifibis 
and Singara. To this article was added another, in ttfelf 
no lefs. ihameful ; which was, not to afford any affiftance 
to Arfaces, king of Armenia, againft the Perfians, though 
Arfaces was a faithful friend and ally of the empire. Jo- 
vian, however, with difficulty, prevailed upon the king of 
Perfia to fuffer the inhabitants of Nifibis and Singara to 
withdraw with their effects into the Roman territories 
The lofs of Nifibis, which was the bulwark of the empire 
againft the Perfians, chiefly affefted the Romans; and Am- 
mianus labours to exaggerate that lofs, in order to raife the 
public odium againft Jovian, to whom he is favourable on ' 
no occafion. 

Jovian, after the conclufion of the treaty, purfued his 
retreat *, and having pafled the Tigris, and a long tra& of 
defert, without being molefted by the enemy, he arrived at 
Ur, a Perlian fortrefs between the Tigris and the city of 
Nifibis, where he was relieved by Caffianus, governor of 
Mefopotamia, and Mauritius, a tribune, with^fuch provi- 
fions as the army commanded by Procopius and Sebaftian 
could fpare ; for he had fent the two former officers to ac- 
quaint the latter with the extremity to which he was re- 
duced h . From Ur»he difpatched meflengers into Illyricunv 
and Gaul, with the news of Julian's death, and his own 
promotion. At the fame time he appointed Lucilianus, 
his fat.her-in-law, commander in chief of the horfe and 
foot in Illyricum and Italy, and Malaricus general of the 
troops in Gaul, in the room of Jovinus. Then continuing 
his march, he entered the Roman territories at a place call- 

f Ammian. lib. xxiii. p. *4<>. * Zof. p. 7J0. Buf. ibid. 

Greg. Naz. Orat.iv v p. u8. * Ammian. Ub.xxv.p. 301. & icq. 
Zof. lib. iiu p. 730, 

ed 
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ed Thifalphata, and was met by Procopius and Sebaflian, Jovian 
who,commanded the army which Julian had left in Mefo- purfuts Mt . 
potamia. The emperor received them in a very obliging JJ'J^^ 
manner, and foon. after fent Procopius, who was Julian's dominionu 
. kinfman, to attend the corpfe of that prince to Tarfus, in 
the fuburbs of which city he was buried, purfuant to the 
orders he had given before he expired. When the funeral 
ceremonies were over, Procopius privately withdrew from 
Tarfus ; and though diligent fearch was made after him in 
all parts of the empire, he never could be difcovered, till 
he afiumed the purple in 365. From Thifalphata the em- 
peror advanced to Nifibis ; but encamped without the walls, 
though greatly importuned by the inhabitants to lodge in 
the palace. He was a (named, fays Ammianus, to enter a 
city which he had (lipulated to deliver up to the enemy* 
Next day Binefes, a Perfian lord of great diftin£ljpn, who » 
attended Jovian in the quality of a hoftage, demanded the 
city to be delivered up, purfuant to the articles of the 
treaty. 

The inhabitants ftrenuoufly endeavoured to divert the 
emperor from complying with his demand ; they earneftlf 
intreated him to allow them to defend the place of their 
nativity, without putting the public to the lea ft charge, tell- 
ing the emperor, that they were inured to the fatigues of a 
liege, and knew how to check the Perfian pride. But Jo- W/^Wx de» 
vian infilling upon complying with the treaty, and the ob- pf fm 
ligation of his oath, Binefes was, by his order, admitted f ianu 
into the city, of which he took poffeffion in his mailer's 
name, by fetting up the Perfian llandard. At the fame 
time the inhabitants were commanded to quit their native 
city, and retire with their effe£ls. This order occafioned 
the moll melancholy fight, fays Ammianus, the fun ever 
beheld l : Chryfollom likewife defcribes their departure in. 
a very afFe£ting manner k . But the emperor, alleging the 
fan&ity of his oath, was deaf to their cries, intreaties, and 
lamentations ; fo that the city was evacuated in three days, 
every one curfing, as they departed, a peace which had 
proved more fatal to them than the moll bloody wars. All 
thelbads were crowded with thefe forlorn exiles, loaded 
with what they could carry; but greatly grieved for the. 
lofs of many valuable things, which, for want of conve- 
nient carriages, they had been obliged to abandon. Moft 
of them retired to Amida, and were placed by the emperor 
in the fuburbs of that city, which, by this acceflion, re- 
paired all the lolTes it had fultained in the time of Conftan- 

1 Ammian. p. 304. k Chryf. in Gent. torn. i. p. 696, 
Vol. XIV. tius, 
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tius, and, by degrees, became the metropolis of what re^ 
mained to the Romans in Mefopotamia K He then conti- 
nued his march to Antioch, palling through Edefla, where 
he was on the twenty-feventh of September, as appears 
from the date of one of hi3 laws n . Zofimus writes, that 
he was no-where received with the demonftrations of joy 
ufual on fuch occafions. 
J*via* rt- During his fliort reGdence at Antioch, he revoked all the 
?A*7aws ^ aws enacted by Julian againft the Chriftians, and reftored 
a^ahift the tnc Cbriftian religion to its former luftre n . He wrote to 
Chnjiians. all the governors of provinces, ftriclly injoining them to 
qbferve, that they were not difturbed in their ufual aflem- 
hHes. He re ft o red to the churches, to the eccleGaftics, to> 
the virgins and widows, all the privileges, immunities, and 
exemptions, which had been granted by Conftantine and 
his children, but lately revoked by Julian °. He likewife 
ordered the yearly allowance of corn, which had been given 
by Conftantine to the churches, for the fupport of the poor, 
to be continued ; but as the famine ftill raged, only the 
third part of Conftantine's donation could be fpared. Jovian 
promifed the other two parts as foon as the famine abated* 
but he dying in the mean time, his fucceffors did not make 
good his promife ; whence the churches henceforth receiv- 
ed only one third of what Conftantine had allotted p. Jovian 
likewife reftored the labarum, or the ftandard with the 
crofs ; and obliged Magnus, a comes or count, to rebuild 
at his own expence the church of Berytus, which, by hi* 
order, bad been burnt : the emperor had commanded his 
head to be cut off, but was with difficulty prevailed upon by 
his friends to pardon him. As in Julian's time feveral 
facred virgins bad married, fome by choice, others by con- 
ftraint, Jovian, by a law addrefTed to the prefect Salluftius 
Secundus, declares thofe guilty of death, who {hall mention 
marriage to the facred virgins, or utter a (ingle word in their 
p/efence repugnant to the rules of modefty 
Heefpoufts Jovian not only efpoufed the caufe of the Chriftians 
the caufe of againft the Pagans, but that of the orthodox believers 
thcortko- againft the Arians ; for, by the firft law he publiftied after 
dox Chrt. |j a( ^ en tered the Roman dominions, he commanded the 
Jahtft The churches to be every-where reftored to thofe who had in- 
Arianu violably adhered to the faith of the council of Nice, and 
recalled all the biftiops who had been baniflied on that 
fcore, and Athanafius in particular, to whom he wrote 

I Zof. p. 733. Chron. Alex. p. 696. "Cod. Theod. Chron. 
p. 67. « Ruf. lib. xi. cap. 1. p. 177. 0 Soz. lib. »i. 

cap. 3. p 610. p Theod. lib. i. cap. 10. p. 55a. & lib. iv. p 6&4» 
1 Soz. p. 640. 

with 
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with his own hand a very friendly letter which haft reach-* 
ed our times '. Some time after he add re fled a fecond lettef 
defiring AthanaCus to draw up and fend him a rule of 
faith, by which he might regulate his belief in the great 
variety of opinions that prevailed then in the church. 
Athanafius readily complied with the emperor's requelt* 
and fent him a creed, or rule of faith, fuppofed to be that 
which dill paries under his name, approved of and fub- 
fcribed by all the bimops of Egypt '. Jovian foon after in- 
vited Athanafius to court, received him, upon his arrival 
at Antioch, with the greateft demonftrations of efteem } 
often conferred with him touching the articles of religion 
then in debate, and was thoroughly confirmed in the doc- 
trine defined and eftabliftied by the council of Nice u . After 
thefe conferences, Athanafius took his leave of the empe- 
for, and returned to his diocefe. 

Jovian, after a fliort (lay at Antioch, proceeded to Cort- tie felt cut 
ftantinople, though the winter was already far advanced, to f or Con ' , 
prevent the difturbances, which he had reafon to apprehend ^ an Mc ^ 
in the Weft. As he parted through Tarfus in Cilicia, he 
ordered fome ornaments to be added to the tomb of Ju- 
lian; on which account he is cenfured by fome Chriftiari 
writers w . From Tarfus he proceeded to Tyana in Cappa- 
docia, where he was informed, that Malaricus, whom he 
had appointed general of the troops in Gaul, having do* 
clined that poft, Lucillianus, the emperor's father 'in-law, 
and general of the troops in Illyricum and Italy, had haften- 
ed into that country ; that, taking upon him to examine the 
accounts of fome officers, one of them, confcious of his 
frauds, had fled for protection to the Batavians who ferved 
in the Roman army ; and by perfuading them, that Julian 
was ftill alive, had fo incenfed them againft Lucillianus as A tumult 
a traitor, that in a tumult they killed him and a tribune in Gaul * 
named Scniauchus, whom he had taken into Gaul. Va- 
lentinian, afterwards emperor, but then only tribune, and 
one of the attendants of Lucillianus, fortunately efcaped the 
fame fate. This tumult, which happened at Rheirns, did 
not prevent the troops in Gaul, nor their general Jovinus, 
from declaring for Jovian, and proclaiming him emperor. 
They even fent deputies, to congratulate him upon his pro- 
motion, and acquaint him, that they were ready to obey his 

r Theodor. lib. ir. cnp. *. p, 661. Greg tfaz. p. 3^4. Socraf. 
p. zoi, s At h a*i. toirt. ij. p. 33, 34. * Ruf. Itfc. xi. cap. 1. 

p. 177. « Theodor. lib. iv. cap. 3. p. *"6#. EpipUaiv. 

cap 10. p. 716. Soz lib. vi. cap. 5. p. 641. * Socrat. lib. iii. 

cap. *6. p. 105. Baron, ad Ann. 364. 
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commands. The deputies met the emperor at Afpona in 
Galatia, who received them in a very kind manner, and 
continued Jovinus in the pod of general, urging him not to 
fufFer the death of Lucillianus to pafs unrevenged. 
Jovian em- From Afpona, Jovian purfued his journey to Ancyra, the 
ters upon metropolis of Galatia, where he took upon him his firft 
1 i/h'h Gon ^ u ' m *P* We have obferved above, that he had chofen 
J '* his father for his colleague ; but he dying in the mean 
time, he nominated his own fon, whom, though then only 
an infant, he diftinguilhed with the title of nobiliflimus, or 
mo(l noble x . Jovian, haftening to Conftantinople, left 
Ancyra, and continued his journey, though the cold was 
then fo fevere and intenfe, that fome of his retinue died on 
Yr. of Fl. the road. Upon his arrival at Dadaftana, a town on the 
**i4.. borders of Gallatia and Bithynia, he was met by The- 
U C 3 6 4 ' m ^^ us » ant ^ °ther perfons of diftin£Uon, fent by the lenate 
' 11 * " of Conftantinople to attend him. But before he left that 
fie dies at P^ ace i he was found dead in his bed, on the fixteenth or 
Dadafla* feventeenth of February of the year 364, after he had lived 
thirty-three years, and reigned feven months and twenty 
days (QJ. Jovian is greatly celebrated by all the ecclefiaftic 
writers, among whom Thcodoret fays, that Heaven raifed 
him to the fovereignty to reward, even in his life, his vir- 
tue ; but that the world did not deferve to enjoy fo great a 
bleffing long *. 

* Ammian. lib. xxv. p. 306, 3C7. Zof. p. 733. Zonar. p. 
y Thcodor. lib. iv. cap. 4. p. 664., 665. . 

(QJ His fudden death gave Scipio ^Emilianus, who was 
occalion to various reports, ftrangled in his bed ; and adds, 
Some afcribe it to the damp- that no inquiry was made after 
nefs of his chamber, which had the death of either ( 1 ). But Jo- 
been newly plaiftered ; others vian had not yet offended any 
fay, he was ftifled with the va- man ; nor does it appear, that 
pours of charcoal placed in the he had any enemies, except 
room to dry it. Some write, perhaps Piocopius, who took 
thathedicdofafurfe.it; others, no advantage of his death, nor 
that his death was owing to even (hewed himfelf on that 
poifonous mulhrooms. Socrates occafion. The body of the 
fays, he was carried oft* by an deceafed emperor was carried 
obrtrucYion; and Chryfoitom, to Conftantinople, and there 
that he was either poifoned or interred with the ufual folemni- 
rnurdered by his guards. Am- ty in the church of the Apoflles, 
mianus likewife believed, that where his tomb was to be feen 
he died a violent death ; for he many years after (2). 
compares his end with that of 

(1) Ammian. p. 308. (1) Pliiioft. lib. viii. p, n?. Zonar. p. *$. 
Du L'ange Urb. Conftant, Defcript. lib. iv. p. iio. 
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Jovian being dead, the chief officers, both civil and mi- 
litary, aflembled to choofe a new emperor; when fome 
propofed Equitius, tribune of the firft company of the (hield- 
men of the emperors guard ; and otlrers Januarius, a kinf- 
man of the deceafed emperor, at that time commander of 
the troops in Illyricum : but the former was rejected on 
account of his morofe and ruftic temper, and the latter be- 
caufe he was at too great a diftance. At length, after an 
inter-regnum of nine or ten days, Valentinian was, by uni- Fafenti- 
verfal confent, chofen emperor ; which unanimity Ammia- 
nus afcribes to a particular infpiration from Heaven *. The c ™f en 
prefect Salluftius Secundus, Arintheus one of the generals 
of the army, Dagalaiphus general of the horfe, and Datia- 
nus a patrician, who had been conful in 358, are faid to 
have been the chief authors of his election \ The latter 
had been left by Jovian on account of his old age, and the 
feverity of the winter, in Galatia ; whence he wrote to the 
army, advifing them to choofe Valentinian, as a man pro- 
perly qualified for that high Ration. This election was 
made at Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, whither the army, 
after the death of Jovian, had removed from Dadaftana b . 

Valentinian was the fon of Gratianus, a native of Cibale Hb pa- 
in Pannonia, of obfcure origin : but Gratianus himfeif be- rentage, 
ing admitted into the army on account of his extraordinary * duc * u ° n * 
ftrength, and great addrefs at all manner of exercifes, raifed 'minis' &c, 
himfeif to the dignity of count of Africa; of which honour- ' 
able employment he was afterwards deprived, upon a fuf- 
picion of having imbezzled the public money. However, he 
was many years after appointed commander of the troops 
in Britain ; in which office he acquitted himfeif with great 
reputation. On his return, he withdrew to his eftate in 
the country, leading a retired life, till it was confiscated by 
Conflantius, incenfed againft him for having entertained 
Magnentius as he pafled by his feat, with a defign to ufurp 
the empire. But he continued, notwithftanding his dif- 
grace, to be greatly beloved and revered by the army c ; and 
the efteem and atfe&ion they had for the father did not a 
little contribute to the promotion of the fon. The fenate 
of Conftantinoplc decreed him a ftatue in the beginning of 
the reign of Valens d . We do not find, that he had any 
other children befides Valentinian and Valens, who are 
fuppofed to have been both born in the city of Cibale, the 
birth-place of their father. The former is llyled on fome 

* Aramian. lib. xxvi. p. 310. » Philoftorg. lib. viii. cap. 8, 

p. 113. b Ammian. ibid. c Vifil, Epit. 545, d Theo- 

dorct. p, 171. Themift. Orat. vi. p. 81. 
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medals Flavius, which pramomen became common to 
all thofe who, after Conllantius's time, were raifed to the 
empire. Valentinian had by his firft wife, named Valeria 
Scvera, the emperor Gratian, born in the year 359. Of 
his fecond wife, Juftina, the mother of Valentinian II. and 
of three daughters, we (hall fpeak hereafter. Valentinian 
was baptized, as we are told by St. Ambrofe % and held the 
do&rine of the council of Nice, though that of Arius gene- 
rally prevailed in Pannonia f . He is faid by mod writers to 
have been altogether illiterate ; and Themiftius infinuates, 
that neither he, nor his brother Valens, had any knowlege 
of the Greek tongue *. But Aufonius allows him fome 
erudition h . He applied himfelf early to the profeffion of 
arms, and on feveral occafions gave remarkable proofs of 
his courage, prudence, and experience He commanded 
a. body of horfe in Gaul, in quality of tribune ; but that 
command was taken from him by Conftantius, as we have 
related in the reign of that prince, upon a falfe charge 
brought again ft him by Barbetio. 

Under Julian he was tribune of one of the bands of the 
guards called Joviani, who conftantly attended the em- 
peror k . Upon the promotion of Jovian, Lucillianus, fa- 
ther-in-law to that prince, took him into Gaul, as an officer 
capable of eftablifhing, by his valour, and known abilities, 
the authority of the emperor in that province. Lucillianus 
was killed in a tumult at Rheims; and Valentinian nar- 
rowly efcaped undergoing the fame fate. Upon his return 
into the Eaft, Jovian preferred him to the command of the 
fecond company of the fcutarii, or fhieldrnen of the guard ; 
and left him at Ancyra when he marched from thence to 
Constantinople, with orders to follow him fome time after l . 
Valentinian was at Ancyra when Jovian died at Dadaftana ; 
and he was chofen, in the manner we have related above, 
to fucceed him. Upon his election meflengers were im- 
mediately difpatched to acquaint him with his elevation ; 
and, in the mean time, Equitius and Leo were ordered to 
prevent difturbances or tumults in the army. Valentinian, 
foon after the arrival of the meflengers, proceeded from 
Ancyra to Nice, where the army then was, on the twenty- 
fourth of February ; but did not appear publicly till the 
twenty-fixth, perhaps becaufe he was in fufpenfe, whether 
be mould accept the empire or not, as we read in Viclor 
the younger This fuppofijion at leaft feems more pro* 

• Ambrof. Ep, xiii. p. 204. ' Socrat, lib. iv. cap. 1. p. a 10. 

1 Themift. Orat. vi. p. 71. h Aufon. IdytU xxviii. p. 339* 

* Zof. p. 734.. k Thcodor. lib. iii. cap. is. 1 Amman, 

lib, xxv. p. 30s. » Vift. Epit. p. 545, 
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bible to us than the conje&ure of Aihmianus MafcelllnuS, 
that out of fuperftition he avoided traiifa&ing any thing on 
the twenty-fifth, it being the biflextile, and confetmently 
an unlucky day. 

Be that as it will, orders were £ivert in the evening, by 
the advice of the prefeft Salluftius Secundos, that no per- 
fon who might be fuppofcdto afpire to the empire, mould, 
on pain of death, be feen abroad next morning. As foon 
as it was light the whole army was drawn up in a plain near 
the city of Nice ; and Valentinian appearing at their head 
was defiied to afcend the tribunal. He had no fooner He is fa- 
mounted than he was, with loud (houts, faluted Valenti- intedfyth 
nianus Auguftus, and adorned, in the fight of the whole 
army, with all the enfigns of fovereignty, that is, with a Jugufius, 
purple robe and diadem n . After this ceremony the new 
emperor was preparing to harangue the army, according to 
cuftom, and had already ftretched out his hand, when he 
was flopped by a feditious noife of the foldiery, requiring 
him to take that inftant a colleague in the fovereignty, that 
the empire might not for the future remain, as it had hap- 
pened twice in a few months, without a head. Valenti- "tsjirm- 
nian, though a man of great refolution and intrepidity, was 
in fome degree alarmed ; but foon refuming his ufual cou- j„ quelling 
rage, he firft reproved, with an air of authority, thofe who a tumult in 
appeared the mod forward and feditious; and then, with- thearmj^ 
out any interruption, addrefled himfelf to the army in the 
following terms : M It was in your power, a few days ago, 
to chppfe whom you pleafed for your emperor ; but fince 
you have raifed me to that high ftation, 1 muft tell yon, 
power is no longer in your hands : you are not to prefcribe 
laws to your fovereign ; it is my province to command, 
and jour's to obey : I am to judge, and not you, what may 
be ufeful and conducive to the public welfare. However, 
I do not fay that I will not take a colleague •, but in an affair 
of fuch importance, I muft proceed with the utmoft care 
and precaution imaginable, left both you and I may here- 
after have occafion to repent of our ralhnefs." This refo- 
lute fpeech, uttered with all the authority of a fovereign, 
filenced the mutineers. No one daring to oppofe a man 
who feemed born to command, he was again, with a gene- 
ral acclamation, faluted with the title of Auguftus, and 
conducted to the imperial palace 0 . 

Valentinian, being declared emperor at Nice on the 
twenty-fixth of February of the year 364, left that city on 

n Zof. lib.iii. p. 7w ° Ammian. lib xxv. p. 31a. Theo- 

doret.lib. iv. cap. 5. p. 665. Sozom. p. 645. Philoftorg. p. 213, 
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the twenty-eighth of the fame month, and removed to Con- 
itantinople His march was very expeditious ; for he made 
his public entry into Nicomedia on the firft of March, ami 
created his brother Valens prxfeclus (labuli, with the title of 
He declares tribune; and, after his arrival at Conllantinople, declared him 
hs brother his colleague in the empire on the twenty-eighth of March, 
Valens his according to the mod probable opinion. This ceremony was 
( thg*mpire* P cr * ormc( i at a place called Hebdomon, or the Seventh, 
becaufe it was feven miles diftant from Conftantinople. 
Some time after both princes were feized with a violent fe- 
ver, which was afcribed to the magical practices of Juiian's 
friends, efpecially of the philofophers Maxim us and Pri£- 
cus, who were apprehended, with many others, and car- 
Hefunifbcs T \ Ci \ \ n chains to Conllantinople. Prifcus was foon dif- 
^Julian* charged ; but Maximus, who was univerfally hated, and 
friends! fuppofed to have excited Julian againft Valentinian, on 
account of his zeal for the Chriftian religion, was con- 
demned to pay a heavy fine, and to remain in prifon till he 
had paid it. Many eminent perfons were accufed on this 
occafion ; but the prefect Salluftius Secundus, with his 
ufual addrefs, prudence, and humanity, ftifled fuch accu- 
fations, and put an end to all farther enquiries p. The two 
emperors were no fooner recovered, than they left Con- 
ftantinople, and palling through Adrianople, arrived at 
Philippopolis, whence they .proceeded to Sardica, and 
from that city to Naiflus in Dacia, where they were on the 
third of June : they feem to have continued till about the 
eighteenth of the fame month, partly at Naiflus, partly at 
a caftle named iVlediana, about three miles from that city 
Ht divides As the empire was threatened with a general invafion 
the empire from the barbarous nations that furrounded it, Valentinian, 
nvith his the better to make head againft them, divided the pro- 
Valtns y i nces between himfelf and his brother. He accordingly 
made this famous partition at Mcdiana, committing the 
£alt, comprehending all Afia, with Egypt and Thrace, to 
the government of Valens ; and referving to himfelf Illyri- 
cum, Italy, Gaul, Spain, Britain, and Africa. After this 
partition both princes repaired to Sirmium, where they 
parted, Valentinian for Milan", and Valens for Conftanti- 
nople r . In the mean time the Barbarians burft into the 
empire from all quarters, the Germans into Gaul and Rhne- 
tia, the Sarmatians and Quadi into Pannonia, the Pi£bs, 
Saxons, Scots, and Attacotti into Britain, and the Aftu- 
rians, and other Moorifli nations, into Africa. But the 

p Zof. lib iv. p. 755. Eunap. cap. 5. p. 82, 83. q Ammian. 

lib. xxvi. p. 315. Cod. Theodof. Cnron. p. 69. * Aramian. lib. 
Kftvi. p. 316. Cod, Theodof. Chron. p. 69, 70', 
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latter province was not fo much haraffed by the Barbarians 
as by Romanus, who had been appointed by Jovian to pro- 
tect it} for the Afturians had in his reign made frequent LibjaTri- 
inroads into Libya Tripolitana, and the neighbouring coun- pditana 
tries. Romanus furpaffed the Barbarians themfelves in op- 
prefling and pillaging that unhappy province, and even re- ZrfamgE 
fufed to march againft the enemy, who, roving up and and op- 
down the country, committed dreadful ravages. He de- pnjfed by 
clined this fervice becaufe the inhabitants would not com- 
ply with hi3 exorbitant demands ; for he required, be fide 9 
immenfe fums, four thoufand camels, without which, he 
faid, he could not take the field. The Africans, finding Romanus 
they received no protection from Romanus, charged the a «uj*d, 
deputies, whom they fent with the ufual prefents to Va- n u *"? n l- 
lentinian upon his acceflion to the empire, to lay before the command! 
new emperor the miferable ftate of their country ; which 
they did accordingly, offering to prove the particulars con- 
tained in the memorial which they prefented to the empe- 
ror ; but Remigius, who was then magifter offictorum, and 
ihared with Romanus, his kinfman and confidant, the fpoils 
of the province, by reprefenting things in a quite different 
light, managed his friend's caufe with fo much art and ad- 
drefs, that the emperor, not knowing whom to believe, 
referred the matter to a farther enquiry ; which, by the in- 
trigues of Remigius, was eafily put off from time to time. 
However, they prevailed upon the emperor to give the 
command of the troops to Ruricius, governor of Libya Tri- 
politana •, but, by the intereft of Remigius, it was foon 
after reftored *to Romanus. Mean while the Afturians 
affembled in greater numbers than ever, and laid wafte the 
fruitful territories of Leptis and Oea ; from which cities, 
and that of Sebrata, the province is faid to have been nam- 
ed Tripolis, that word importing three cities. As Roma- 
nus continued the whole time unconcerned and inactive, 
the Barbarians fcoured the country without the leafl: oppo- 
fition, ravaged it in a moll dreadful manner, put many 
perfons of all ranks to the fword, took an incredible num- 
ber of prifoners, and had even the confidence to befiege 
Leptis, a ftrong and populous city, which however they 
were not able to reduce. 

The noife of thefe devaftations reaching the emperor's p a lladiut 
ears, he difpatched Palladius to pay the troops their ar- font to in- 
rears, and bring him a true account of the ftate of the pro- 9 fl ' r/ tnt0 
vince. Romanus being immediately acquainted by his i ^J^ ati0 f 
friend Remigius with the errand on which Palladius was 
fent, perfuaded the principal officers of the army, with 
whom he maintained a good understanding, to prefent Pal- 
ladius, 
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ladius, whom he rcprcfentcd as a man of great authority at 
court, with a confiderable fhare of - the money brought to 
pay them* Palladius accepted the prefent, and proceeded 
to Leptis, where he heard the complaints of the inhabitants* 
and was conducted to view the country, that he might be 
an eye-witnefs of the miferable condition to which it was 
reduced, and of the dreadful havock the Barbarians had 
made, without being in the lead curbed or reftrained. 
Palladius, at that fight, could not help exclaiming again ft 
Romanus, telling him, in plain terms, that he would ac- 
quaint the emperor with his unaccountable conduct, and 
upbraided him with his cruelty and avarice. But Romanus 
Ht is gam- foon (lopped his mouth, by charging him, in his turn, 
td over by converting to his private ufe the money with which 
mam. **e was entrufted to pay the foldiers, and threatening to 
inform the emperor how he had betrayed his truft. This 
threat fo intimidated Palladius, that he agreed with Roma- 
nus to eonceal the whole from the emperor, whom accord- 
ingly he aflured on his return, that the city of Leptis, and 
the Tripolitan province, complained without reafon ; a re- 
port which was believed, Palladius being generally efteem- 
ed a man of integrity, and above bribery and corruption. 
The emperor was fo far milled, and fo fhamefully xmpo fed 
upon, that he ordered him into Africa to try and punifh 
the authors of the fuppofed calumnies and falfe charges 
brought again ft Romanus. In the difcharge of this fcan- 
dalous office, he tampered fo artfully with the inhabitants 
of Leptis, that they difowned the complaints which Jovi- 
nuS, < one of their deputies, had exhibited before the em- 
peror in their name, maintaining, that they had given him 
no fuch commiffion. Jovinus himfelf, to gain the favour 
of Palladius and Romanus, and avoid the danger that 
His accu- threatened him, owned that he had made a falfe report to 
ft?' ? tt ' the emperor ; who thereupon ordered him to be put to 
utjhed. d ea th, with fome of the chief citizens of Leptis, and the 
governor Ruricius, who had confirmed the truth of the in- 
formations brought again ft Romanus. The latter was ex- 
ecuted at Stephae in Mauritania, and the others at Utica. 
Ereclhius and Ariftomenes, two other citizens of Leptis, 
who had complained of Romanus, were condemned to have 
their tongues cut out : but they found means to make their 
efcape, and lay concealed till the reign of Gratian, when 
this fcene of iniquity was discovered •. 

In the followig year, 565, both princes entered upon 
their firft confulftiip, the one at Milan, the other at Con- 

* Amroian. lib. xxvi, p 316, k lib. xxvii.p. 347—380. 

ftantinople. 
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ftantinople. Valentinian continued at Milan till the month Yr. of FU 
of Auguft, and afterwards vifited Verona, Aquileia, and *8is. 
Luceria. From Italy he pafled into Gaul, and was either A. D. 365. 
at, or near Pari6, in the latter end of October, when he 1 ^ 
received certain intelligence that ihe Germans had made <j- Hi Gefm 
an irruption into that province, and that Procopius had re- mans break 
volted in the Eaft. Of the latter we fliall fpeak in the into Gaul % 
reign of Valens. As for the Germans, they had fent am- 
bafladors to congratulate Valentinian on his acceflion to the 
empire; but Urfacius, then magifter officiorum, having 
received them in a very contemptuous manner, and dif- 
mifled them with inconfiderable prefents, they had thrown 
them away with fcorn and indignation, and, upon their re- 
turn, urged their countrymen to take arms and revenge the 
affront. They broke therefore into Gaul, and laid wafte 
the country bordering on the Rhine. Valentinian difpatch- 
ed Dagalaiphus againft them, and advanced in perfon as far 
as Rheims to fupport him. But the Germans retiring at but retire 
his approach, he returned to Paris, and took up his winter- at 
quarters He propofed to return into Illyricum to make 
head againft the rebel Procopius ; but his friends, and the rorm 
deputies of all the cities in Gaul earneftly intreating him 
not to leave that province expofed to the inroads of the 
Germans, he complied with their requeft, confidering, fays 
Ammianus Marcetlinus, that Procopius was only an enemy 
to his family, whereas the Germans were declared ene- 
mies to the whole Roman empire. Being therefore re- 
folved not to leave Gaul, he difpatched Neotherius, at that 
time only a notary, but afterwards conful, into Africa, to 
prevent Procopius from making himfelf mafter of that pro- 
vince 5 and at the fame time enjoined Equitius to cover Il- 
lyricum, and watch the motions of the ufurperon that fide. 

The next confuls were Gratian and Dagalaiphus : the Yr. of FI. 
latter was general of the horfe, and had been comes domef- ** 16 - 
ticorum under Julian : his name feems to import, that he J'^ 6 ^ 
was by birth a Barbarian. His colleague was the fon of * 11 * 
the emperor Valentinian, and then an infant ; whence in <the Ro- 
the dates of the laws ena&ed this year he is marked thus, mans de- 
NB. P. that is, Nobliflimus Puer. The Germans, who J eated b J 
had invaded Gaul the preceding year, and retired at the the Ger * 
approach of the emperor, now returned, and having patted 
the Rhine on the ice, defeated the Romans in a pitched 
battle, took the ftandards of the Batavians and Heruli, and 
killed the two counts Charietto and Severianus, who com- 
manded the Roman forces °. When this battle was fought. 

Cod. Tbeodof. Chron. p. 75, » Zof. lib. iv. p. 740* 

Valentinian 
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Valentian was at Paris, whence he immediately difpatched 
Dagalaiphus, to prevent the evil confequences that were 
likely to attend the defeat of the other generals. Dagalai- 
phus, pretending he had not fufficient ftrength to engage 
the enemy, who were difperfed about the country in great 
bodies, did not even attempt to reftrain them. He was 
therefore recalled ; and Jovinus, general of the troops in 
Gaul, who was appointed in his room, gained a complete 
victory over the Germans. The public joy for the happy 
fuccefiesof this glorious campaign, was greatly heightened 
by the arrival of meflengers from Valens, with the head of 
Procopius, killed in Afia on the twenty-feventh of May. 
Valentinian had returned to Rheims on the twenty-feventh 
of November, and appears to have continued there all the 
winter. 

The next confuls were Lupicinus and Jovinus, both ge- 
nerals, the former under Valens in Syria, and the latter 
under Valentinian in Gaul. All the laws of this year, to 
the third of June, are dated from Rheims; a plain proof 
that the emperor continued there till that time : one dated 
thefixth of Auguft was enacted at Nemccfia, a place in the 
neighbourhood of Rheims w . From Nemcefia the emperor 
removed to Amiens. He was probably confined fo Jong at 
FaleniinUn Rheims by a violent diftemper with which he was feized 
falls Hi } this year. As his recovery was defpaired of, the great 
officers of the court began to form cabals, and to think of 
naming a fucceflbr. The chief candidates for the imperial 
dignity were Rufticus Julianas and Severus, both dreaded 
on account of their feverity and rigour, but the former 
much more than the latter : he afterwards betrayed a moft 
cruel and favage temper when he was proconful of Africa. 
Severus was, in the judgment of Ammianus, in every re- 
fpect preferable to Juliunus* 
Yr. of Fl. But the emperor's unexpected recovery defeated the 
a*tV 7 a hopes and intrigues of the courtiers; for he, being probably 
u'c'1165' m *° rrnec * °^ wnat nac * Deen tranfacled, refoUed to prevent 
' any farther difputes, by raifing his fon Gratian to the em- 

but nco- pire. Having therefore privately gained the fbldiery, he 
ws, anJ aflcmbled them in the neighbourhood of Amiens; and, 
' € f tat Gra' W ^ tne * rcon ^ ent aTK * approbation, declared him his col- 
tiantmfie- ^ ea g ue in tne empire, veiling him with the purple and 
rort other enfigns of fovereignty, amidft the loud acclamations 

of the multitude y . Gratian was created emperor on the 
twenty-fourth of Auguft, 367, at the city of Amiens, for 

w Cod. Theodof. Chron. p. 77, 79. * Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 
34s. 7 Zof. lib. iv. p. 742. Socr. lib. iv< cap. 11. p. 219. 

which 
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which he is faid to have ever ihewn a very particular regard : 
he was then about eight years old, having been born in 
359, on the eighteenth of April, or, as others afiert, on 
the twenty-third of May. About the clofe of this year the 
city of Mentz was unexpectedly attacked, taken, and plun- The city of 
dered, by Rhando, one of the princes of the Alemans, Mentx ta- 
while the emperor, fays Ammianus, was employed in fome ken and 
other expedition 1 , but in what expedition we are not in- ^ u "^ r£ ^ 
formed. Valentinian, foon after the promotion of Gratian, AUmans. 
left Amiens, and repaired to Treves, in which city he 
pafled the winter *. In the courfe of this year the Picls ThePic7s 
and Scots broke into the Roman territories, but were re- and Scott 
pulfed by Theodofius, father to the emperor of that name, ^™ tt i tnt9 
as well as the Franks and Saxons, who had broken into J* oman 
Gaill ; and it was probably on account of the advantages but are re- 
gained on this occafion that Valentinian aflumed the title pulfed by 
of the conqueror of the Franks, which is given him in an Th*odo/iuu 
infeription of the year 369 b . Ammianus, among the other 
tranfa&ions of this year, relates feveral inftances of the ex- 
ceflive fe verity and injuftice of Valentinian, who had hi- 
therto, with great hypocrify, concealed the cruelty of his 
temper. He condemned Diocles, who had been comes Usances of 
largitionum in Illyricum, to be burnt alive for very incon- ^alcntini- 
fiderable faults; and ordered Diodorus, who had been ^ (ru ' 
agens in rebus, to be put to death, with three apparitors itJf ' 
of the vicar of Italy, on pretence that Diodorus had com- 
menced a fuit againft a count, who was going to court, 
and the apparitors had, purfuant to their office, fummoned 
him to appear. The memory of Diodorus, and the three 
apparitors, is ftill honoured," fays Ammianus, by the Chrif- 
tians at Milan, who ftyle the place where they were buried 
the Innocents c . To this event probably the qureftor Eu- 
phraxius alluded, when, upon the emperor's commanding 
another perfon to be (lain for caufing the fentence of a law- 
ful judge to be executed, he told him, that the Chriftian 
religion honoured thofe as martyrs, whom he, condemned 
as guilty. St. Jerom tells us, that this year, in the country 
of the Atrebates, now the Artois, wool fell from heaven 
mixed with rain d . Orofius adds, that it was true wool'; 
and Bucherius, that fome of it is ftill to be feen at Arras, 
where it is called manna f . 

In the following year the two emperors, Valentinian and 
Valens, were confuls for the fecond time. The former 

■ 

1 Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 349, a Od Theoriof Chron. p. 8f. 
* Valef. Rcr. Fran. lib. i. p. 4.6. « Amm an, lib. xxvii p. 345. 

<* Hiei . Chron. ad Ann. 367. * Oioi. h'j. vil. cap 31. p. a 18. 

f Jiutb Iklg. p. 349, 
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enacted feveral excellent laws ; and, among the reft, on* 
commanding all advocates, or lawyers, to forbear, in plead' 
ing, abufive terms and invectives, and to content them- 
felves with fuch fees as their clients mail be pleafed to give 
them, without making any previous bargain or agreement h . 
By another law he eftabliflies a phyfician in each of the 
fourteen quarters, into which the city of Rome was divid- 
ed, who was to take care of the poor, and be maintained 
at the public expence. By this law the phyfician is allowed 
to accept what his patient would think fit to give him, 
when entirely recovered, but not what he had promifed 
during his illnefs K By a third law he commands fome 
foldiers to remove from a fynagogue, where they were 
quartered, that being contrary to the refpeft due to a place 
dedicated to the worfiiip of God. Valentinian entering the 
territories of the Alemans, defeated them with great fl a tigh- 
ter, and employed the greater part of the following year in 
fortifying the banks of the Rhine* as appears from feveral 
laws of different dates enacted at Marciaticum, which moil 
geographers take to be Manheim, at Altrip between Man- 
he im and Spire, and at Brifac. 

At this period, the emperor caufed feveral fenators, go- 
vernors of provinces, judges, and other officers, to be con- 
demned for receiving bribes, and oppreffing the people 
committed to their care, and among the reft the eunuch. 
Rhodanus, his chief chamberlain, whom, upon the com- 
plaint of a widow named Berenice, whofe eftate the eunuch 
had feized unjuftly, he caufed to be immediately appre- 
hended, and to be burnt alive in the circus, where the peo- 
ple were aiTcmbled to behold the fports k . The next con- 
Ails were the two emperors Valentinian and Valens, both 
the third time. The former continued att the year 370, as 
appears from feveral laws, dated partly at Treves, partry at 
Alteia, which is fuppofed to have been an imperial palace 
or country-feat near that city. In an infeription of this 
year, which is ftili to be feen at Vienna in Auftria,. we read 
that Equitius, general of the troops in lUyricum, ere&ed by 
the. emperor's orders a fort in that country and from an- 
other inscription of the following year, found near Strigo- 
nium or Gran in Lower Hungary, it appears, that another 
fort was built by his command in that neighbourhood, for 
protecting the trade carried on by the fubje&s of the em- 
pire in thofe parts. The emperor likewife built a bridge 
this year over the Tiber at Rome, which was then called 

h Cod. Theodof. lib.ii. tit. 10. leg. ii. p. 140. & Cod. Juft. lib. iu 
tit. 6. leg. 6. p. 187. i Ibid. lib. xiii. tit. 3. leg 8. p. 34. k Zo- 
nar. p. *6. Cbron. Alex. p. 700. Suid. p. 706, 707. 

the 
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the bridge of Gratian, afterwards the bridge Ceftius, and is 
by the prefent inhabitants ftyled Ponto di S. Bartolomeo, or 
the bridge of St. Bartholomew, being near the porch of St. 
Bartholomew's church '. This year is remarkable in hif- The Saxons 
tory for an irruption of the Saxons, who, inhabiting the 6r*«£ /«/# 
coaiis of the ocean amongft inaccefiible marines, left em P lrt * 
their country in great numbers, and landing on the Roman 
territories, committed dreadful ravages, but were almoft to 
a man treacheroufly cut off by the Romans. 

The Burgundians, amounting to eighty thoufand fight- Yr. of Fl. 
ing men, appeared on the banks of the Rhine, invited by 
Valentinian, who maintained a private intelligence with I 70 ' 
their kings, and had promifed to pafs the Rhine, and, in * 
conjunction with them, fall upon the Alemans, with whom An army of 
they were then at variance on account of fome falt-pits. «o,ooo 
But the emperor being bufied in building the above men- Burgundi- 
tioned forts, and not willing to interrupt that work, and l^hV/the 
join them, as he had promifed, they put all the prifoners Rhine * 
they had taken to the fword, and returned to their own 
country, highly enraged againft the emperor, by whom they 
had been thus difappointed and deluded™. However, 
Theodofius, general of the horfe, to which poft he had been 
raifed for his gallant and prudent conduct in, Britain, tak- 
ing advantage of the confternation the Alemans were in, 
made an irruption into their country, and returned with a 
conOderable number of captives, to whom the emperor al- 
lotted lands and fettlements on the banks of the Po. Am- Tkt great 
rnianus gives us a pathetic account of the horrible cruelties cruelties qf 
practifed this year at Rome by Maximinus, or, as others ™ ax,m *~ . 
ftyle him, Maximus, a man of a moil inhuman and favage J^JJ 
temper. He was brother-in-law to Valentine, or Valenti- 
nian, who attempted to ufurp the fovereignty in Britain ; 
but neverthelefs of a mean defcent, and by birth a Barba- 
rian. However, he raifed himfelf to the firft employments 
in the (late. He was firft appointed governor of Corfica 
and Sardinia, and afterwards of Tufcia or Tufcany* From 
the latter government he was preferred to the honourable 
employment of prxftctus annonae at Rome, whofe province 
it was to fupply the city with provifions \ ■ wbkh office he 
performed at firft with great prudence and moderation, but 
in the end betrayed a mod cruel, inhuman, and revengeful 
temper. Chilo, who had been vicar to the prefects, and 
his wife Maxima, having accufcd Ser-icus, AfbolUi3, and 
Campenfis, three pcrfons of mean condition, before Oly-c 
brius, prefect or governor of the city, for having, by raagU 

JGruter. p. 160. Baron- Ann. jia. »Orof. p. 377. 
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Digitized by 



i\o The Htfiory of the 

cal practices and enchantments, endeavoured to take awajr 
thtir lives, Olybrius began to inveftigate this matter ; but 
he falling fick, the complainants impatient of delay, peti- 
tioned and obtained, that the caufe might be referred tatbe 
prxfc&us annonae, who readily undertook it, glad of any 
opportunity that offered to fatisfy his cruel difpofition. He 
had fcarce begun his examinations, when he wrote to the 
emperor, that innumerable perfons were guilty of magical 
practices, but could not be convicted without racks and tor- 
tures. Upon this information, the emperor, who was him- 
felf naturally inclined to cruelty, appointed Maximinus vi- 
car to the prefects in the room of Aginacius, and im- 
powered him to put fuch perfons, if thought neceflary, to 
the rack, as had been by other princes exempted on ac- 
count of their rank, or only fubjected to it in cafes of trea- 
fon. With Maximinus he joined in commiflion Leo, at 
that time only a notary, but afterwards raifed to the dig- 
nity of magifter officiorum. He was a Pannonian, of mean 
parentage, but no lefs blood-thirily, according to Ammia- 
nus, than his colleague Maximinus". 
Perfons of Thefe two implacable jndges performed their commilfion 
tortured wit ** ***** cruclt 7 peculiar to their characters : perfons of all 
and ext- ranks and ages were dragged to their tribunal, tortured 
tuttd. without mercy, and either executed like public malefactors, 
or ftripped of their eftates, and driven into exile. Among 
the former were Marinus, a famous pleader, Cethegus, Pa- 
phius, and Cornelius, all three fenators, and many other 
eminent perfons of both fexes. Alypius, a young nobleman 
of great diftinclion,. was, £>r a very fmall fault, baniflied. 
Lollianus, the fon of Lar.^adius, who had been governor 
of Rome in 306, and praefectus praetorio under Conftantius, 
being accufed of having copied, when he was very young, 
a book of magic, his father, rinding Maximinus inclined 
to condemn him to banifliment, advifed him to appeal to 
the emperor; which he did accordingly: but Valentinian 
having referred the caufe to Phalangus, governor of Ba> 
tica, who furpalTed Maximinus himfelf in barbarity, the 
youth was fentenced to death, and publicly beheaded. As 
Maximinus continued exterminating without diftinction of 
fex, age, or condition, the fenate difpatched deputies to the 
emperor, earneftly entreating him, as he tendered the lives 
of his innocent fubjects, to revoke the power given to Ma- 
ximinus. Valentinian complied with their requeft ; a cir- 
cum fiance which terminated for the prefent thofe bloody 
executions. Maximinus was called to court, and received 

■ Ammian. lib. xxvhi. p. 358—360, & feq. 

with 
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with great marks of efteem and affection by the -emperor* 
who two years after created him prefect of Gaul, in which 
office he continued at lead three years ; but was foon after 
executed by Gratian, with fome of the minifters of his 
cruelty. 

The following year, when Gratian and Sex. Petronius Yr. of FI. 
Probus were confuls, the emperor ena&ed feveral remark- %%%t. 
able laws ; among the reft one dated the eleventh of Fe- A- D. 37 *• 
bruary, and addrcfled to Viventius prefect of Gaul, import- U ' C * ll69 ' 
ing, that fuch players and comedians as mould have re- r aw 
ceived at the point of death the facrament 01 baptifm, enabled by 
fhould not be obliged, if they recovered, to act again on Volenti- 
the ftage d . From this law it appears, that the profeflion ***** 
of a player, always deemed infamous among the Romans, 
was, under the Uhriftian princes, thought inconfiftent with 
Chriftianity; and likewife, that it was not free and volun- 
tary, but fervile and hereditary in certain families. By an- 
other law, dated the feventh of September, the emperor 
declares, that the daughters of players mail not be obliged 
to follow the profeflion of their mothers, if they have be- 
haved in any other calling fo as to deferve a good cha- 
racter. By a third law, dated the twenty-ninth of May, and 
addreffed to the fenate, he allows the free exercife of the 
Pagan religion ; and by a fourth, dated the twenty-eighth 
of June, feveral privileges are granted or reftored to the 
Pagan pontiffs, and the fame honour and refpect is ordered 
to be paid to them as to the comites or counts. It is fur- 
prifmg that an emperor, who is faid to have been not only 
an orthodox, but a zealous Chriftian, (hould have thus fa- 
voured the Pagan pontiffs and religion. By a law, dated 
the feventeenth of May, he exempts fuch as had been ad- 
mitted among the clergy before his time from all civil 
offices ; but obliges the reft to difcharge them, notwiths- 
tanding the privileges and immunities granted by other 
princes to ecclefiaftics. All the Jaws enacted this year be- 
fore the twenty-eighth of June, are dated from Treves* 
whence he removed to Canrionacum, a place unknown to 
geographers, but which muff: have been but at a fmall dif* 
tance from Treves, fince the emperor was in that city on 
the twenty-eighth of June, and the very next day at Can- 
tionacum, where he remained till the fifteenth of Auguft. 

On the fixth of September he was at Mentz, probably on Hi ai* 
his march into the country of the Alemans 5 for this year ttmpu to 
he undertook an expedition againft them, hoping to fur- Mprifttk 
jprife their king Macrianus. This gallant prince having re- ^l£h 

« Cod. Theod. lib. xv. tit. y leg« 1. P» 3*»i & f<?q« 
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ccived timely notice of his approach, faved himfelf by 
flight i and the emperor, greatly enraged for his difappoint- 
ment, returned to Treves, after having defolated the 
country round Mentz belonging to the Alemans, called Bu- 
cinobantes, to whom he gave one of their own nation, 
named Fraomarius, for king, who foon after exchanged bis 
new dignity for the command of fome of his countrymen 
then quartered in Britain. Valentinian returned to Treves, 
with his two generals, Severus and Theodofius, on the 
fixth of December p. The next confuls were Mode flu s and 
Arintheus, during whofe ad m migration nothing happened 
in the Weft, which authors have thought worthy of tranf- 
mitting to pofterity. From the dates of feveral laws, it ap- 
pears, that the emperor palTed the whole year, partly at 
Treves, and partly at Nazonacum, fituated at a fmall dis- 
tance from that city. 

The next confuls were Valentinian and Valens, both for 
the fourth time. This year Maximinus was created prefect 
of Gaul ; and the firft againft whom he exerted bis new 
authority, was a perfon guilty of as enormous crimes as 
himfelf, namely, Remigius, who, being magifter officiorum, 
bad fcreened his kinfman Romanus from the punilhment 
due to the many cruelties, murders, and extortions, which 
he had committed in Africa. Leo, upon his return from 
Rome, where he had been joined in commiluon with Maxi- 
minus, being raifed to the poft of magifter officiorum, Re- 
migius, who held it before him, retired to his eftate in the 
neighbourhood of Mentz, his native city, to lead a retired 
life. But Maximinus, defpifing him when out of power, 
feized and tortured one of his domeftics, named Caefarius, 
in order to make him difcover the evil practices of his ma- 
tter, and what fums he had received of Romanus to defend 
Remigiuf and fupport him at court. This particular Remigius no 
MudPalla* foonet underftood, than, impelled by fear, he ftrangled 
****** l ]!ft ce5 himferf, to avoid a public and more ignominious death 
"/Roma- Palladium, who had been no lefs guilty than Remigius, had 
nus t firan- been difgraced before, for fome other mifdemeanour, though 
git t hm- he afcribed his misfortune chiefly to his having impofed 
jdveu upon the emperor in an a flair of fuch importance. Of this 
deceit Valentinian had fome fufpicion, and therefore order- 
ed him to be arretted ; but while the foldiers who guarded 
liim, were palling the night (no doubt the eve of fomefefti- 
val) in a church, he followed the example of Remigius, by 
putting an end to his own life. Romanus himfelf was then 

p Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 397. &. lib. xxx. p. 399. Cod. Theod. 
p. 8 9 ,&feq. 1 Ibid. lib. xxx. p> 417, 
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under arreft, for having, by his unwarrantable conduit, 
provoked Firmus, a Moorifh prince, to revolt. Theodofius, 
who was fent to fupprefs the rebellion, had feized Roma* 
nus, with all his domeftics and papers, among which were 
found fome relating to the affair of Leptis. Upon this dis- 
covery, Palladius had been arretted ; but both he and Re- 
migius having laid violent hands on themfelves, Romanus 
was fome time after fet at liberty, and the matter dropped 
for the prefent, but refumed under Gratian, when Ro- 
manus was convicted of high mifdemeanours; neverthelefsj 
by the intereft of Merabaudus, he was allowed to plead his 
own caufe before the emperor. What was the iffue of this 
affair, we are no- where told. Firmus, whom we have 
mentioned above, was the fon of Nubel, the moft powerful 
of all the Moorifh princes, who confidered him, though 
fubje& to the Romans, as their king and Sovereign. He 
left feveral fons, and among the reft Firmus and Zamma. 
The latter being privately murdered by his brother Firmus, 
Romanus, with whom Zamma lived in great intimacy, td 
revenge the death of his friend, did all that lay in his power 
to incenfe the emperor againft Firmus, being affifted by his 
kinfman Remigius, then magifter officiorum. 

Firmus, apprifed of the danger that threatened him, and Firmus t§» 
no longer able to bear the haughty and infolent behaviour ^jf* m 
of Romanus, and the officers of the army, refolved to arm J rtca% 
in his own defence. Accordingly, having animated the 
other Moorifh nations to (hake off the yoke under which 
they had long groaned, he aflumed the purple, and the 
other enfigns of royalty, with the title of king, a Roman 
tribune, who had taken part with him, laying his collar 
upon the head of the new king, inftead of a diadem r . Find- 
ing himfelf in a fhort time at the head of a confiderable 
body of Moors, who flocked to him from all quarters, he 
ravaged the provinces of Africa and Mauritania without 
oppofition, and even furprifed Caefarea, now Algier, the Takts O- 
metropolis of Mauritania Csefarienfis, where he found a f aria * 
confiderable fum belonging to the treafury, left in the °jf tr 
hands of the magift rates of that city. The officers of the 
treafury fued the magiftrates for the money which had been 
intruded with them \ but were ordered by the emperor to 
drop the profecution, Clemens, bifhop of the place, having 
prevailed upon him to iffue that order, which faved his 
country from impending ruin \ 

* Ammian. lib^xxx. p. 419. Orof. lib. vii. cap. 33. Zof. fib. iv« 
p. 744- * Cod* Thcod. tit. 6. p. 389. Symroach. lib. i. eptft, 58. 
p. 39. 
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Theodojius The emperor was no fooner informed of the revolt af 
isfent a- Firmus, than he difpatched Theodofius, the beft general of 
gawfttum. jjj s time a g a i n ft hj mj w j t ] 1 t h c tr00 p 5 that were quartered 

in Pannonia and Upper Mcefia, and a detachment put of 
thofe that attended the court. Theodofius embarked at 
Aries in the latter end of the year 372, or the beginning of 
373, and having a favourable paftage, landed at a place 
called Igilgitanum in Mauritania Sitifenfis. His firft care, 
upon his arrival* was to arreft Romanus, who, by hi» 
haughty and arbitrary conduit, had forced the Moors to 
Firmut revolt. Firmus, in the mean time, hearing that fo renown- 
frttends to ed a commander was fent againft him, began to defpair of 
fubmit. fuccefs. He difpatched deputies to Theodofius, declaring, 
that he had been forced to revolt v that he did not pretend 
to juftify what he had done, but, on the contrary, was ready 
to fubmit, and quit the enfigns of royalty, provided the 
emperor would forgive his paft conduct. Theodofius, think- 
ing it advifeable to admit of his fubmiflion and excufe, 
aflured him of his pardon, upon his delivering up fome of 
the chief men among the Moors, as hoftages. This con- 
dition Firmus promifed to fulfil ; but as he delayed from 
day to day the execution of his promife, Theodofius, fufpecV 
ing his fincerity, marched from Panchariana, the place of 
the general rendezvous, to Tubufuptius, in the neighbour- 
hood of mount Ferratus, where Mafcezel, brother to Fir- 
mus, lay encamped with a confiderable body of Moors. He 
was tbere met by a fecond emba fly from Firmus; but as 
the deputies brought no hoftages, he would not admit them 
Theodofiut to his prefence, but fell unexpectedly upon the Tyndenfes 
dtjiati aTU i Mafiniflcnfes, two Moorifli nations, commanded by 
Zns^naU Mafcezel. Having defeated them with great flaughter, he 
hancenxith ravaged the country* rafed the caftle of Petra, which had 
Firmus, been lately built, and reduced another forttefs, which he 
made choice of for a magazine, filling it with all forts of 
provifions, that he might be enabled, if neceflary, to pe- 
netrate farther into the country. 

In the mean time Mafcezel, having rallied his broken 
forces, ventured a fecond engagement, in which he was 
attended with no better fuccefs than in the former, great 
numbers of his troops being cut off, and he himfelf with 
firmut difficulty efcaping. In confequence of thefe difafters, Fir- 
prettnds m- mus delivered the promifed hoftages, and fent with them 
mm>iu fome bifiiops to intercede with Theodofius in his behalf. 

The Roman general received them with the utmoft civility 
and refpe&. Upon their promifing, in the name of Firmus, 
that the booty and prifoners he had taken, fliould be restor- 
ed, and the Roman army fupplied with, provifions, he 
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granted a general pardon to him and his followers ; which 
fb encouraged the Moor, that he came in perfon to wait on 
Theodofius; and lamenting his folly and raflinefs, promis- 
ed to make amends for both by his future conduct and fide- 
lity. Theodofius received him in the moft cordial manner, 
gave him all the encouragement he expected or defired, and 
difmiffed him, extremely pleafed with his reception. Fir- 
mus, at his departure, left fome of his relations for ho- 
ftages ; and two days after furrendered to the Romans a 
place called Icofium, with the prifoners, military enfigns, 
and the booty he had taken. From thence Theodofius ad- 
vanced to Tipafa, where he received the ambaiTadors of the 
Mazices, a nation inhabiting the eaftern parts of Maurita- 
nia Caefarienfis, who had joined Firmus in his rebellion. 
They came to fubmit in the name of the whole nation, and 
to implore pardon for their revolt ; but Theodofius returned 
no other anfwer, than that their perfidy deferved to be pu- 
nifhed with the utmoft feverity. 

From Tipafa he proceeded to Caefarca, now Algier, 
which Firmus had taken in the beginning of the rebellion, 
and delivered up to be plundered by his foldiers. There butprt- 
he received intelligence, that Firmus was preparing again pwtfar 
for war ; that he had never had any real intention of con- wr * 
eluding a peace with the Romans j and that he only watch- 
ed an opportunity of falling upon them to advantage. Up- 
on this intelligence, Theodofius, leaving at Caefarea the 
firft and fecond legions, to repair the fortifications, and fe- 
cure it againft any farther attempts of the enemy, marched 
to Sugabarri, a town of Mauritania Caefarienfis, where he 
furprifed a Roman cohort, who had joined the rebels. Their 
tribunes he put to death ; but contented himfelf with con- 
demning the common foldiers to the meaneft offices in the 
army. From thence he advanced farther into the country. 
Having reduced Gaionatis and Tingitanum, two places of Tkt9dofnu 
great ftrength, he pafled the mountain Ancorarius, and en- g *!" s S r ' at 
tering the country of the Mazices, gained a fignal victory ^eswvtr 
over them. They made at firft a vigorous refinance ; but hisconftdt- 
were at length totally defeated, and almoft all put to the rata, 
fword. Notwithstanding this victory, the Moors poured 
down upon him from all quarters in fuch multitudes, that 
he thought it prudent to retire, rather than to penetrate 
farther into the country, his army amounting only to three 
thoufand five hundred. The enemy, apprifed of his defign, 
not only harafTed him inceflantly on his march, but by (top- 
ping up all the palfes, cut off his retreat; infomuch that 
the whole army muft inevitably have perifiied, had not the 
Moors unexpectedly fled, and left the pafies open, at the 
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fight of a great body of their own countrymen, wbo 
they miftook for a reinforcement coming to relieve Theo- 
dofius. The Romans having thus, by a happy miftake, 
efcaped death or flavery, retired in good order to Muzuca- 
num, and from thence to Tipata. .There Theodofius, re— 
fleeing on the pofture of his affairs, refolved to manage the 
war after another manner; and to try, whether he could, 
by menaces or promifes, prevail upon the nations in al- 
liance with Firmus to make a feparate peace, and deliver 
him up to the Romans. 

With this view he difpatched ambafladors to the feveral 
nations that had joined him; a circumftance which Firmus, 
who was well acquainted with the fickle temper of the 
Firmus a* Moors, no fooner underftood, than, dreading the iflue of 
bandons hts f uc |j negociations, he abandoned his army ; and taking the 
Eto *thi ^vantage of a dark night, retired privately to the moun- 
\fqflt*fes\ tains called Caprarienfes, which were deemed inacceflible, 
The multitude, (truck with amazement at his flight, foon, 
difperfed \ and Theodofius, feizing their camp, made him* 
felf mafler of the neighbouring countries without the lead 
oppofition, appointing fuch governors, as had given him 
evident proofs of their fidelity. He then marched in purfuit 
of Firmus, who had taken refuge in the country of the Ifa- 
flenfes. That warlike nation refufing to deliver him up, 
feveral battles were fought, in one of which Mazaca, tbe 
brother of Firmus, was taken prifoner ; but died the fame 
day of the wounds he had received. Evafius, a perfon of 
great authority among the Ifaflenfes, and his fon Florus, fell 
fikewife into the hands of the Romans ; and as they had 
been remarkably zealous in the caufe of Firmus, they were 
both, by Theodofius's orders, burnt alive. The Romans, 
overpowered with numbers, were often reduced to great 
<who art diftrefs 5 but having at length utterly defeated the enemy in, 
£{ Mt fi by a battle which lafted from morning to night, fome nations^ 
Thtodojius. that had j oined tne if a flenfes, began to be weary of the 

war, and defert their alliance. Igmazen, prince of the 
country, finding himfelf abandoned by his allies, and in no 
condition to make head againft the Romans with his own 
forces only, privately agreed with Theodofius to betray 
Firmus, and accordingly ordered him to be fecured, while 
Firmus he was preparing to mate his efcape. But Firmus, to avoid 
A ra yji s the difgracc of the punilhment, which he apprehended from 
^ tm J t J' j} ie Romans, ftrangled himfelf while his guards were afleep, 
to the great grief of Igmazen, wbo had propofed to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with the Romans, by carrying him alive to 
their camp. However, he immediately fent the body to 
theodofius, who received it with great joy, and foon after 
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returned to Sitifis, which city he entered in triumph. The 
feverai Moorifti nations, that had joined Firmus, fent de- 
puties to fue for peace; which Theodofius granted, upon 
their delivering up fome of their leading men, whom he 
fentenced to death l . In this war Gildo, one of the brothers 
of Firmus, fought under the Romans, and gave fignal proofs 
of his fidelity ; but afterwards revolted under Honorius, and 
was attended with no better fuccefs than his brother. 

In the following year, when Gratian was conful the third Yr. of FU 
time with Equitius, many eminent perfons of both fexes were ***4« 
cruelly racked and executed by Simplicius, vicar of Rome, 
who, being raifed to that employment by the intereftof Maxi- 
minus, put, under various pretences, all thofe to death to Cruelties 
whom hi3 patron bore the lead enmity, and among the reft txereifed 
Aginacius, a patrician of an illuilrious *and ancient family, a \ Rome by 
who had been confular or governor of Byzacene under Ju- $ tm P" aut * 
lian, and vicar of Rome in the prefent reign. He was ac* 
cufed of adultery ; and though the informer could not fup- 
port the charge, yet he was fentenced to death, and execut- 
ed with Anepfia, a lady of great diftin&ion, who being ac- 
cufed of the fame crime, had impeached Aginacius, hoping 
by that perfidy to ingratiate herfelf with Simplicius, and es- 
cape the danger that threatened her. The emperor pafled 
the winter at Milan, as appears from the dates of feverai 
laws, but was again at Treves on the twenty-firltof May, 
and the twentieth of June B . From thence he marched in- 
to Germany ; and after having ravaged the country bor- 
dering on the Rhine, returned to Balle, in the neighbour- 
hood of which city he ordered a fort to be built named Ro- 
bur : from this fort we find a law dated the tenth of July. 
While the emperor was there encamped, the Quadi, invad- 
ing Pannonia, committed dreadful ravages, defeated two 
Roman legions, and fubdued all the open country. The 
Sarmatians at the fame time entered Mcefia, but were re- 
pulfed with great (laughter by Theodofius, afterwards em- 
peror. The emperor was at Treves on the ninth of April *j 
put left that city foon after *. He was met on his march An embajfr 
by ambaffadors from the Sarmatians, who throwing them- J rom th * 
felves at his feet, earneftly entreated him not to give credit ^fj™*' 
to the reports that had been circulated concerning the ra- 
vages and cruelties faid to have been committed by their na- 
tion ; they a flu red htm that, upon examination, he would 
not find them guilty of the crimes urged againft them by 

* Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 398—4.08. Zof. lib. iv. p. 744. • Cod. 
Tbtod. Chron. p. 93, 94.. w Idem, p. 94. * Ammian. 

lib. xxx. p. 4.18. 
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their enemies. The emperor replied, that he would deter-* 
mine nothing for the prefent, out fufpend his judgement 
till his arrival in thofe parts which had mod differed by their 
late irruption. Having difmifled the ambaffadors, he pur- 
fued his march and arriving in Ulyricum, took up his quar- 
ters at Carnuntum, once a flourifhing city, but then in de- 
cay (R). The emperor chofe this place, as being moll con- 
veniently Gtuated for the defence of the country, and con- 
tinued there three months, making the neceffary prepara- 
tions for his intended expedition againft theQuadi and Sar- 
matians. 

The people Probus the prefect was the only perfon againft whom he 
f^/I^T ^ewed anv refcnttncnt 5 for nc > to fatisfy the avarice of the 
°f rebus. ^ emperor, na ^> according to Ammianus, opprefled the peo- 
ple committed to his care, killing, banifhing, or condemn- 
ing to dungeons, the moft wealthy among them, that he 
might feize their eftates. All the perfons of rank in the 
country, dreading the avarice and enormous cruelties of their 
governor, had privately difpofed of their effecls, and aban- 
doned their country. Valentinian made a ftri& enquiry in- 
to his conduct, and finding him guilty of extortion, and 
unheard* of barbarities, refolved to depofe him ; but was 
prevented by death from putting his defign in execution r. 
Jn account Probus was defcended from one of the moft illuftrious fami- 
•f the fa- lies in Rome, and reckoned amongft his anceftors the em- 
p l peror Marcus Aurelius. He had embraced the Chriftian 
s ro u . religion, with his whole family, and lived in great intimacy 
with St. Ambrofe, the celebrated bifhop of Milan. Probus 
was firft proconful of Africa in 358, afterwards four times 
Tauft 'tnus prefect of Italy or Gaul, and in 37 1 , Gratian's colleague in 
executed* the confulfliip. He was no lefs famous for his wealth than 
his birth and employments ; for he is faid to have owned 
immenfe pofleffions in all the provinces of the empire. 

Valentinian, during his flay at Carnuntum, caufed Fauf- 
tinus, nephew to Viventius, a few years before prefect of 
• Gaul, tcr be firft inhumanly racked, and afterwards public- 
ly executed, for magical practices, and having anfwered one 
Nigrinus, defiring him in jeft to make him a notary, u Make 
me firft emperor." Fiom Carnuntum the emperor difpatch- 
ed Merabaudus and count Sebaftian, with a detachment of 
infantry, to lay wafte the enemy's country, while he, with 
the main body of the army, advanced to Acincum, now 
Gran, or, as others maintain, Euda in Lower Hungary \ 

y Ammian. p. 425. * Vide Baudr. p. 55. 

(R) Moft geographers take on the Danube, in A uftria, about 
jt to be the city of Hamburg thirty-three miles eafl of Vienna, 
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There he pafled the Danube, and having ravaged the ene- VaUntU 
my's country to a great extent, returned to Acincum, when nian ra* 
the autumn was already far advanced. Being defirous of *> a S a 
convenient winter-quarters in that frozen climate, he pro- J^ZJjjfc 
ceeded from thence to Sabaria, now Servar ; but that place 
not anfwering his expectation, he purfued his march along 
the Danube to Bregatio, which fome fuppofe to be a vil- 
lage now called Bregnitz, and others a place in the ifle of 
Schut, where the prefent city of Komare (lands, or a little 
below that of Markelhaz *. There he gave audience to the 
ambafladors of the Quadi, come to fue for peace ; but while 
he was reprehending them with great warmth, and threat- 
ening to extirpate their whole nation, he fuddenly fell to 
the ground, as if his life and voice had failed him at once. 
He was conveyed into his chamber by his attendants, where Yr. of FI. 
he was feized with convuHion-fits, and violent contortions 18*5. 
of all his limbs, in the agonies of which he expired on the yVp* 37 ** 
feventeenth of November of this year 375, in the fifty-fifth ' 1 1 7 1 ' 
year of his age, after having reigned near twelve years b . jj e ^ g 
The body of the deceafed emperor was embalmed, and fent fuddtnfa 
to Conftantinople, to be interred amongft the other Chrif- 
tian princes. 

As to his character, Ammianus taxes him with feveral Uiscka* 
vices. He was, according to that writer, naturally inclined 
to cruelty, puniftiing even the fmalleft faults with the utmoft 
feverity, and fuffering his minifters, or rather encouraging 
them, to exercife the moft {hocking barbarities. He was 
fordidly covetous, ufing all poffible methods to raife money. 
He had a great opinion of his own accomplimments and 
abilities, and therefore hated all who were eminent for 
learning, valour, (kill in the military art, or any other ac- 
complimment *, and even fuch as had a genteel fancy in 
drefs. He pretended to be a great enemy to cowards, and 
neverthelefs, on feveral occafions, betrayed more fear than 
was becoming a man, who, from his infancy, had borne 
arms. His minifters, who were well acquainted with his 
temper, when he was in a paffion, and they could by no 
other means appeafe him, ufed to pretend certain intelli- 
gence from the frontiers, that the Barbarians were in 
arms, and ready to break into the empire ; expedients which 
never failed to allay his wrath, and make him appear, to 
ufe the expreffion of Ammianus, as mild as Antoninus 
Pius e . He fuffered himfelf to be ftrangcly impofed upon imboftd 
by his minifters, repofing an entire confidence in thofe who upon by his 

» Vide Sans. &Baudr. p. 119, 130* b Araraian. lib.xxx. m * n $ ir4 ' 

p. 4*7. Vi£t. Epit. Philoft. lib. ix. cap. 16. p. 130. « Ammian. 
Jib. xxx f p. 433. Marc. Cbro». 
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dcfcrved it the lead ; whence the provinces were often op- 
preffed, and the people reduced to beggary, while he, mif- 
led and deceived by thofe about him, believed they enjoyed 
peace and affluence d . Had he not been deceived by his 
minitters, fays Victor, he would have reigned with great 
glory, and been ranked amongft the beft princes. He was, 
even according to Ammianus, a writer not partial to him, 
or any of the Chriftian princes, endowed with many excel- 
lent qualities ; well acquainted with the military art, and 
no lefs with the art of governing ; careful in protecting the 
fubjects of the empire againfl the incurfions of the Barba- 
rians; an exact obferverof military difcipline ; enured from 
his infancy to hardfhips, and uninfluenced by favour in dif- 
pofing of the great offices. Though he had many relations, 
who, upon his advancement, expected great preferments, 
yet he employed none of them, except his brother Valens, 
whom he affumed for his colleague, and with whom he 
reigned in perfect concord. In his entertainments he was 
fplendid, but not profufe; in his perfon comely, and well- 
ihaped ; in his converfation agreeable ; of an extraordinary 
memory, and ready elocution; knowing well how to ac- 
commodate himfelf to all times and occafions *. He fuflfer- 
ed no places to be bought or fold during the whole courfe 
of his reign; and though he was often miftaken in the choice 
of his officers and miniflers, yet his intention was to prefer 
only the moft deferving, and for that reafon he neglected 
his own relations. He leflened the taxes, and eafed his 
people, as far as the ftate of his affairs would allow. He 
was a ft ranger to debauchery, and unlawful pleafures, which 
he endeavoured to reftrain by fevere laws f . 
He adhered As to his religion, in the great variety of opinions which 
fo the or- at tnat t j mc divided the world, he inviolably adhered to the 
faith* orthodox faith ; but, avoiding all difputes, he allowed to 
the reft of his fubjects, even to the Pagans, an entire li- 
berty of confeience. He is condemned by the ecclefiaftic 
writers, for fuffering his brother Valens to perfecute the 
orthodox Chriftians; but fome allege in his defence, that 
the condition of his affairs would not allow him openly to op- 
pa r e Valens, fince fuch oppofition might have kindled a civil 
war, which, at that time, would have proved fatal to the 
empire. To conclude, he was endowed, according to Am- 
mianus, with fuch excellent qualities, that had they not 
been allayed with a mixture of fome vices, efpecially with 
that of cruelty, he would have been no-ways inferior to the 
excellent emperors Trajan and M. Aurelius g . 

* Via. Epit. p. 345. • Ammian. p. 433. * Vicl. p. $51. 
* Ammian. lib. xxx. p. 431. 
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We (hall now proceed to the hiftory of the reign of Va- W* rtign 
lens in theEaft, which, to avoid confufion, we have thought °f V< j}*¥» 
proper to relate feparately, there being no other connexion, '* 1 
but that of time, between the reigns and tranfa&ions of 
the two princes. After the divifion of the provinces made 
at Mediana, in the neighbourhood of Naiffus in Dacia, in 
364, Valens returned to Conftantinople, where he ena&ed 
a law dated the twenty-fixth of December, forbidding the 
meflengers of good news to exact, according to the abufe 
which then prevailed, or even to accept, any thing of the 
people ; but allowing them to receive what perfons of rank 
and fortune (hall think proper to offer them h . Next year 
he fet out for Syria, the Perfians being in motion, with a 
defign, as was apprehended, to break the peace which they 
had lately concluded with Jovian. Being informed, as be 
entered Bithynia, that the Goths were ready to invade 
Thrace, he difpatched meflengers to his officers in thofe 
parts, cautioning them to be upon their guard, and purfued 
his march to Cxfarea in Cappadocia, where he was on the 
fourth of July, and continued there till the latter end of the 
fummer. During his refidence in that city, a dreadful 
earthquake damaged feveral cities in Sicily, Paleftine, and 
efpecially in the ifland of Crete, where the fliock was molt 
violent K 

When Valens was upon the point of departing fromCae- Proeop'm 
farea, news were brought him of the revolt of Procopius, 
who, after having paid the laft duty to the body of his 
kinfman Julian, had privately withdrawn into Cherfonefus 
Taurica; but not trufting thofe Barbarians, and finding 
himfelf deftitute.cven of the neceffaries of life, he aban- 
doned that inhofpitable country, and returning in difeuife 
into the territories of the empire, reached the city of Chal- 
cedon undifcovered, where he was received by Strategius, 
his trufty friend, ar.d carefully concealed at his country- 
houfe. From thence he went frequently in difguife to 
Conftantinople ; and finding the people were difiatisfied 
with the prefent government, on account of the cruelties 
pra£tifed by Petronius, whofe daughter, Albia Dominica, 
the emperor had married, he refolved to improve that dif- 
content to his own advantage. Having therefore feduced 
an eunuch of great wealth, named Kugenius, lately dis- 
graced by Valens, and fome of the officers who commanded 
the troops fent into Thrace againft the Goths, and were 
then quartered at Conftantinople, he boldly ventured to dif- 

»» Cod. Tbeod, lib. viij. tit u. leg. 1. p. 602, 603. 1 Hier. 
fhron t p. % 58. 
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cover himfelf, and lay before the people and foldiery the. 
title he had to the empire, as being nearly related to Ju- 
mndisac- lian. At the clofe of . his harangue, the officers, with 
kno-wUged w hom he had tampered, proclaimed him emperor ; and the 
% c'onfan. reft fo,,ow5n £ thcir example, faluted him with the title of 
tMopk.' Auguftus, and carried him in triumph to the imperial pa- 
lace, whither he was attended only by the dregs of the peo- 
ple. However, the next and the iollowing days feveral 
perfons of diftinttion joined him, and at length he was ac- 
knowleged by the whole city of Conftantinople k . This re- 
volt ftruck Valens with fuch terror and difmay, that he 
thought of quitting the imperial purple, and refigning the 
empire ; but being perfuaded by his friends not to part with 
the imperial dignity, he detached fome troops again ft his 
rival, hoping to crufh him before he was in a condition to 
make any refiftance. This detachment met Procopius at 
Mygdus in Phrygia, attended by a promifcuous multitude 
of fugitive Haves, deferters, and perfons of defperate for- 
tunes, who, upon the approach of the emperor's forces, 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence ; but Procopius, diC- 
trufting their courage, while both parties were ready to en- 
gage, ftept boldly forward, as if he defigned to challenge 
one of the adverfe party to fingle combat ; and taking Vi- 
talianus, one of the officers, by the hand, mildly repre- 
hended him and his fellow-foldiers, for affifting a Panno- 
nian robber againft one allied to the family of Conftantine 
the Great. 

He is joined His fpeech made fuch a deep impreflion upon them, that 
by a tarty tnev immediately joined his party, and with loud acclama- 
urcA™ tlons fel utm g mm emperor, carried him in triumph to the 
troops. imperial pavilion. This defection brought a very feafon- 
able acceffion of ftrength to Procopius, who thereupon de- 
tached a ftrong party, under the conduct of Rumitalca, a 
tribune, to feize on Nice; which they took accordingly, 
without even the lofs of a man Valens, alarmed at the 
ufurper's unexpected progrefs, difparched Vadomarius, for- 
merly king of the Alemans, to recover that important place, 
while he went in perfon to befiege Chalcedon, from which 
city one of his laws is dated the firft of December m ; but 
Fa1e»s ne met w * tn ^ ucn v *K orous refiftance, that he was obliged 
obliveJ to to abandon the enterprize, the befieged infulting him from 
rafe the the walls as he retired, and reviling him with the nickname 

~*%Y f d of Sabaiariu8 > that is > Beer-drinker, fabaia being a kind of 
l* ^ ma jj ma{ j e Q £ Parley, common in Pannonia, where 

k Ammian. p. 3*0. Zof. lib. iv. p. 737. Thermit, p. 91. 1 Am- 
raian. lib. xxvi. p. 3*5. m Cod. Thcod. Chron. p. 75* 
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Valens was born. Rumitalca, who commanded in Nice, 
being informed of his retreat, fallied out with great intre- 
pidity, and bearing all down before him, would have ut- 
terly defeated the emperor, had not Valens, upon timely 
notice of his approach, taken a different route by the lake 
Sunona, and the windings of the river Gallus °. Thus was 
the emperor obliged to abandon Bithynia to the enemy, and 
retire with precipitation to Ancyra, where he continued 
waiting the arrival of the troops which Lupicinus was lead- 
ing out of the Eaft to his affiftance. In the mean time 
Arintheus, one of his principal commanders, an officer of 
great prowefs and reputation, meeting a party of the re- 
bels, commanded by Hyperechius, formerly an apparitor, 
and fcorning to enter the lifts with fuch a contemptible 
enemy, commanded, with an air of authority, Hypere- 
chius's own men to bring in chains their vile and defpica- 
ble leader; a command which they obeyed accordingly, 
ftruck with the awful and majeftic mien of that celebrated 
commander. 

In tha mean time Procopius, being informed that the Proeopiut 
money deftined for the pay of the foldiers who ferved in the y«*« 0* 
Eaft, was lodged in the city of Cyzicus, haftened thither, jjjjfcff 
laid fiege to the place, and reduced it, though defended ™ ea r urt 
with great refolution and intrepidity by Serenianus, at that ledgtd 
time comes domefticorum, who found means to make his tktrt* 
efcape ; but was afterwards taken in Lydia, carried ,pri- 
foner to Nice, and murdered by Marcellus, governor of the 
place °. Procopius being now mailer of the Hellefpont, 
appointed Hormifda governor of that province, with the 
title of proconful. He was the fon of Hormifda, brother to 
Sapor king of Pcrfia, who had taken refuge in the court of 
Conftantine the Great, and ever after ferved the Romans 
with great fidelity. 

Procopius fpent mod part of the winter in endeavouring 
to draw over to his party the cities of Afia ; but his defigns 
were in great meafure defeated by Clearchus, vicar of that 
province, and more by his own conduct ; for having hi- 
therto behaved with great moderation and humanity, he 
Suddenly grew proud, haughty, and tyrannical, loading the Ht grows 
provinces with exorbitant taxes, though he knew, that their tjrannkiL 
averfion to Valens was chiefly owing to that prince's ava- 
rice. But nothing more prejudiced the people againft him, 
than his commanding the houfe of Arbetio to Be dripped 
of the moveables of ineftimable value, and of the immenfe 
riches which that ancient and brave commander had ac- 

* Socrat. lib. iv. cap. S. p. a 16, • Zof. p. j»8. . 
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quired under Conftantius. He exhibited this unfeafonable 
proof of his indignation, though he had formerly lived in 
great friendlhip with him, upon his declining to vifit him, 
on account of his great age and infirmities p. Valens, 
upon the arrival of the troops from the Eaft, under the 
command of Lupicinus, left Galatia, whither he had re- 
tired- from before Chalcedon, and marched into Lycia, in 
order to put the whole to the iflue of a battle. As the fol- 
diers of Procopius were greatly animated by the prefence 
of Fauftina, Conftantius's widow, and her little daughter 
Conftantina, whom Procopius carried about with him, and 
often expofed to the view of the army, Valens, to defeat 
that artifice, prevailed upon Arbetio, who had commanded 
the forces under Conftantius, and was beloved by the fol- 
^ diery, to join him, not doubting but the prefence and in* 
tereft of one of that prince's chief commanders would draw 
great numbers of the rebels over to his party. He was not 
Procopius miftaken in his conjecture ; the prefence of Arbetio, and 
abandoned the high opinion they all entertained of him, entirely turn- 
tyf 0 '*' °f ed the hearts of Procopius's men ; a circumftance which 
tfficeru Gomoarius, one of his chief commanders, being well ap- 

* prifed of, abandoned the tyrant, and fubmitted to Valens. 
Yr. of Fl. He afterwards advanced to Sardes, and from thence to 
*8i6. Nicolia, a city of Phrygia, where he gave the rebels battle, 
U C 3 6 6 *^ ue wnerco ^ continued doubtful, till Agilo, a German, 
*" * one of Procopius's chief commanders, with many others, 
Defeated, deferted to Valens ; a defection which fo diflieartened Pro- 
taken, and copius, that, quitting his horfe, he fled into an adjoining 
put to wood, attended by Florentius, and Barchalbas, a tribune. 
death. There they wandered about, till the moon mining out with 
great brightness, they began to apprehend they might be 
discovered. At length his companions, feizing him to 
fave themfelves, carried him to the emperor, who imme- 
diately ordered his head to be (truck off, and fent it to Va- 
lentinian, then in Gaul i. Florentius and Barchalbas were 
likewlfe executed by the emperor's order. Such was the 
end of jhis ufurper, in the forty-fecond year of his age, 
after he had borne the title of emperor about eight months. 

Marcellus, governor of Nice, and kinfman to Proco- 
pius, hearing of his death, ordered Serenianus, who was a 
prifoner in the place, to be immediately difpatched, faving, 
by the death of one man, the lives of many, fays Ammi- 
anus ; for as he was remarkable for his cruelty, and had a 

■ 

P Ammkn. p. 317. Eonap. cap. 5, p. t+. Themift. Orat.vii, 
p. 91— 99. 4 Aramian. lib. xxvi. p. 329. Philoft. lib. vii. 

cap. 5. p. 
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great afcendant over Valens, whofe countryman he was, it 
was feared, had he outlived the defeat of Procopius's party, 
he would have ftimulated the emperor, too much inclined 
to revenge, and occafioned the deftru&ion of many inno- 
cent perfons T . After this hold execution, Marcellus, in- 
formed that a body of Goths was marching to the a Alliance 
of Procopius, and not doubting but he fhould be able to 
draw them over to his own party, feized on the city of Marcellus 
Chalcedon. There, being aififted by thofe whom poverty revolts j 
and defpair had driven into rebellion, he aflumed the pur- 
ple r and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. But 
Valens, upon the firft intimation of his revolt, detached a 
party of chofen troops, who coming upon him unex- but is tab- 
peftedly, feized him, and having loaded him with chains, €n * anti 
he was dragged to the public prifon ; whence he was ^ r ^^[ 
taken out the next day, and, together with his accomplices, 
tortured to death 

In the following year 367, Valens hearing that a body VaUnsre- 
of three thoufand Goths, come to the afliftance of Proco- folws to 
pius, had retreated upon the news of his death, but had make war 
not yet pafled the Danube, he fent a ftrong detachment ^Sb. 
againft them, who obliged them, notwithftanding the vi- 
gorous refiftance they made, to lay down their arms, and 
furrender themfelves prifoners Athanaric, at that time 
king, or rather judge, of the Goths named Thervingi, dif- 
patched ambafladors to Valens, earneftly intreating him to 
releafe the prifoners, and fufFer them to return to their own 
country, fince they had been fent by their prince, a friend 
and ally of the Romans, to the afliftance of a Roman em- 
peror. The ambafladors, after having delivered this mef- 
fage, produced a letter from Procopius to their mafter, 
wherein he allured him, that the empire belonged to him 
as the kinfman to Conftantius, and the heir of the great 
Conftantine's family. Valens returned no anfwer to the 
deputies ; but fent Vi&or, then magi Iter equitum, to com- 
plain in his name of Athanaric, for aflifting a rebel againft 
his lawful fovereign. The Goths replied, that they had 
confidered Procopius as the kinfman of Conftantine, and 
the heir of his family, adding, that it was not their bufinefs 
to examine whether he was, or was not a lawful prince , 
and that if they were deceived, the emperor ought to for- 
give them, fince their counfels had been influenced by what 
appeared juft and equitable. They could not, however, 
obtain the deliverance of their prifoners, Valens, who had 

r Ammian. lib. xxvi. p. 3*5. s Ibid. p. 326, 3*7. t Zof. 
lib. iv. p. 740. hunap. de Legation. p# 1 8. 
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no other enemy at that time to oppofe, being defirous to 
humble that powerful nation u . This war was likely to 
prove dangerous, the Goths being then very powerful, and 
betides, elated with the great advantages they had gained 
over the neighbouring nations. Valens, being determined 
upon war, and informed of the ftrength and power of the 
enemy, made great preparations during the winter, with a 
defign to fall upon the enemy early in the fpring ; but be- 
ing told that the Goths, apprifed of his defign, were affem- 
bling a numerous army, in order to anticipate his hoftilities, 
he took the field before the winter was over. Having fent 
ftrong detachments to guard the banks of the Danube, he 
encamped with the reft of the army in the neighbourhood 
of Marcianopolis, the metropolis of Lower Moefia, where 
he raifed Auxonius to the dignity of prefect, in the room of 
Salluftius Secundus, no longer able to difcharge that office, 
on account of his great age. 

In the beginning of the fummer he left Marcianopolis, 
aflembled his troops, pafled the Danube at a place called 
Daphne, and fpent the whole fummer in ravaging and lay- 
ing wafte the enemy's country, without the leaft oppofition, 
the Goths having retired, upon the approach of the Roman 
army, to the neighbouring mountains, called Serri, inac- 
ceffible to thofe who were not well acquainted with the 
country. In the beginning of the autumn he conducted his 
army to the Roman territories, and returned to Marciano- 
polis, where he pafled the winter. 
Yr. of F). The Ifaurians, who had continued quiet fince the year 
* 8, 7' 359» now over-ran the neighbouring countries, plundering 
A. D. 367. no t only villages but towns, and advancing to Pamphylia 
U.C. 1165. an j Ciii c ia, where they obtained an immenfe booty. Mu- 
Creat dif- *° nms > v * car °f -^^ ia > endeavoured to reftrain them ; but 
orders com- being unacquainted with the art of war, he was cut in 
muted by pieces, with all his men. Mufonius had taught rhetoric at 
the Ifau- Athens, from which employment he was raifed to the dig- 
rian rob- n j tv Q f proconful at Achaia, and afterwards to that of vi- 
car of Afia. However, the Ifaurians were at length fur- 
rounded by the inhabitants of the countries which they had 
plundered, and their retreat being cut off, obliged to fub- 
mit, and reftore the booty they had taken. Their lives 
were fpared, upon their promifing to give no moleftation to 
their neighbours for the future *, and accordingly they ob- 
ferved their agreement till the year 376 v . 

« Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 34.0. Eunap. p. 18. Zof. p. 74S. Joro. 
Rer. Goth. cap. a 3. p. 643. w Eunap. cap. S. p. 125, 126. 
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From Marcianopolis the emperor marched early in the 
fpring to Carpi, a village of Mcefia, with defign to ravage 
the enemy's country ; but he was obliged to encamp in the 
fame place till the beginning of autumn, without ever be- 
ing able to crofs the Danube, which continued fwelled be- 
yond its ufual boundaries all that fummer. He therefore 
returned to Marcianopolis, where he took up his winter- 
quarters * (S). 

Next fummer he patted the Danube on a bridge of boats He invades 
at Noviodunum, in LefTcr Scythia, and penetrated far into anew the 
the enemy's country, deftroying all with fire and fword. e9 L*l? ? F 
Zofimus tells us, that the Goths Tallying frequently out of / eCothu 
their woods and marines upon the Romans, the emperor 
difpatched the fervants who attended the army againft them, 
promifing a certain fum for each head they mould bring. 
In confequence of this promife, fuch numbers of the enemy 
were killed in the woods and marines where they lurked, 
that the reft, finding no-where a fafe retreat, were obliged 
to fubmit *. Valens having attacked the Gruthungi, a 
warlike nation, at a confiderable diftance from the Danube, 
after feveral encounters, gained a fignal victory over Atha- 
naric. He then returned to Marcianopolis, with a defign The Goths 
to winter there, and renew the war early in the fpring. defeated, 
But in the mean while the Goths, weary of fo deftru&ive ! u *Jff an j 
a war, which had lafted already three years, and reduced J^Jj 
them to the utmoft diftrefs, fued for peace 5 which Valens 
at firft refufed to grant upon any terms, but was in the end, 
with difficulty, prevailed upon by the fenatc of Conftan- 
tinople to accept their propofals *. 

Valens having approached the Danube, named Victor Articles of 
and Arintheus to treat with the Goths. After fome con- tht treaty. 
ferences a peace was concluded upon the following terms : 
i. That the Goths mould not for the future pafs the Da- 
nube, nor fet foot on the Roman territories. 2. That the 
trade which they had been allowed by former treaties to 
carry on with the cities of the empire, mould be reftrained 
to two only, fituated on the Danube. 3. That they mould 
not claim nor expect the penfions that had been annually 

* Amm. lib. xxxt. p, 460. y Zof. lib. iv. p. 741. z Them. s 
Orat x. p. 133, 135. 

(S) This year is remarkable was utterly ruined, and in that 

for one of the mod dreadful of Germ a, in the Hellefpont, 

earthquakes that had ever been only a few houfes left ftand- 

felt, by which the city of Nice ing ( 1 ). 

(1) Socrat. lib. iv.cap. n, p. 219. 
Vol. XIV. S , paid 
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paid them by other emperors ; but neverthelefs, that Atha- 
naric's penfion mould be continued. When Valens and 
Athanaric were to meet, in order to ratify and fign the 
treaty, the latter could not be prevailed upon to pafs the 
Danube, pretending that his father had obliged him fo- 
lemnly to fwear never to tread on Roman ground. On the 
other hand, Valens thinking it below the majefty of the 
empire to go to him, it was agreed, that the two princes 
fhould meet in boats in the middle of the river ; where they 
accordingly ratified the peace to their mutual (satisfaction \ 
In the courfe of this year dreadful diforders were commit- 
ted in Syria by the inhabitants of a large village near Apa- 
mea, called Maratacupris, who, roving about the country, 
robbed all they met, and had even the boldnefs to enter 
fome cities in the night-time, and plunder the houfes of 
Sevtrity of the mod wealthy inhabitants. Valens fent a party of fol- 
Valtns to diers againft them, with orders to fet fire to their village, 
jome rob> anc j p Ut tnem a n t0 t h e f w ord, without diftin£tion of fex 
or age \ a cruel order which was executed with the utmoft 
rigour, the foldiers being, in exprefs terms, commanded 
not to fpare even the fucking children b . 

In the following year 370, Valens, leaving Conftantino- 
ple, fet out for Antioch •, but he had fcarce reached Nico- 
media when he received news of the death of Eudoxius, the 
Arian biftiop of Conftantinople, in whofe room the Arians, 
with his approbation, placed one Demophilus. The ca- 
tholics too chofe their biftiop, and raifed Evagrius to that fee ; 
but the emperor ordered a party of foldiers from Nicome- 
dia, to drive him out. The Arians, thus countenanced by 
the emperor, raifed a cruel perfecution againft the catholics, 
who had recourfe to Valens, fending eighty ecclefiaftics to 
Jay their grievances before him; but the emperor, inftead 
Falens of redrefling them, ordered Modeftus, who had been raifed 
caufts to the dignity of prefect in the room of Auxonius, to put 
't^oJ9° r 'c tnem a ^ to ^ eatn * Modeftus, fearing the public execution 
cltfiaflicito °^ ^° man y ecclefiaftics might occafion great difturbances, 
be put to embarked them all on board a veflel, pretending the em- 
dtath. peror had ordered them to be fent into banifliment ; but 
when tire veflel was at fome diftance from land, the mari- 
ners fet fire to it, as had been privately concerted, faving 
themfelves in their boat. The (hip was driven, by a ftronR 
wind, into a harbour called by Socrates Dacidazus, and 
there confumed, with all who were in it. This cruelty, 
fays that writer, was puniihed by heaven with a dreadful 

a Ammian. lib. xxxi, p. 341, 342. k Ibid. lib. xxviii. p. 

367, 368. 
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famine, which obliged moft of the inhabitants of Phrygia 
to abandon their country, and fly to other provinces for 
relief. Some unforefeen accident mull have diverted the 
emperor from his intended journey to Antioch*, for he 
was, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, on the 
tenth of June at Cyzicus; on the twelfth of December of 
this year, and during the months of January, February j 
and April, of the enfuing year, at Conftantinople c . He 
left this capital after the fifth of May, and proceeded to 
Syria, advancing flowly, and adminiftering juftice in all 
the cities through which he pafied ; a conduct which would 
have gained him the affections of the inhabitants, had he 
not, at the fame time, eftabliftied in every place the herefy 
of Arius, and betrayed an irreconcileable hatred to the ca- 
tholics d . He paffed the winter at Caefarea in Cappadocia, ValtniU 
where, to his unfpeakable grief, his only fon Valentinian man, hit 
Galata died. This year the emperor divided Cappadocia into ™!> 
two provinces, appointing Tyana the metropolis of Cappa- d J. es \ . 
docia Secunda, as Caefarea was of Cappadocia Prima. At ciadtvided 
the fame time he divided Paleftine into three provinces, Pa- into two 
laeftina Prima, Palaeftina Secunda, and Palaeftina Salutaris. provinces, 
Caefarea was the metropolis of the firft, Scythopolis of the a ? d ? a,e f~ 
fecoml, and Petra of the third. The latter city, with the J/J.',*" 
greater part of Palaeftina Salutaris, was difmembered from 
Arabia, as were feveral cities in the two other provinces 
from Phoenicia. The governor of Palaeftina Prima was ho- 
noured with the title of confular ; but thofe of the other 
two were only ftyled prefidents e . "At what time Lycaonia, 
which had Iconium for its metropolis, was made a feparate 
province, and thofe of Cilicia, Syria, and Phoenicia divided 
into two, and Arabia into three, we will not take upon us 
to determine. Thefe divifions of provinces proved very 
burdenfometo the people, and caufed quarrels and difputes 
among the metropolitan bifhops, as appears from the ec* 
clefiaftic hiftorians, and the letters of St. Bafil. 

In the year 37 2 > Valens left Caefarea in Cappadocia early y r - p. 
in the fpring ; for he was at Seleucia on the fourth of April, a * 8za# ' 
and on the thirteenth of the fame month at Antioch. He A.D. 37*. 
repaired to Antioch to watch the motions of the PerOans ; u c - «»7*. 

for Sapor, laying claim to Armenia, which had formerly " ~* 

belonged to the kings of Perfia, but not daring openly to ^ §r 
invade it, left the Romans mould efpoufe the caufe of their ^'"oubleTin 
allies, after having attempted in vain to allure the nobility Armenia 
over to his party, pretending great friendfhip for Arfaces and Iberia. 

c Cod. Theodof. Chron. p. 87 — S9. <>Zof. lib. iv. p. 741. 

e Hier. Quxft. Hcbr. p. %it. Cod.Theod, tit. 4. p. 171. Notit. cap. 
1. p. 3. 
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their king, he invited him to a banquet, during which he 
ordered the unfufpecting prince to be feized ; and having 
put out his eyes, fent him in chains to the caftle of Aga- 
bana, where he was foon after put to death f . Sapor, hav- 
ing treacberoufly difpatched Arfaces, gave the government 
of Armenia to Cylax and Artabanes, both natives of the 
country, but inviolably attached to his intereft. Then driv- 
ing out Saurcmaces, whom the Roman* had created king 
of Iberia, he put Afpacuras in his place, eoufin-german to 
Sauromaces, honouring him with a diadem, which the Ro- 
mans had refufed to the other. Olympias, the daughter of 
Ablavius, one of Conftantine's chief officers, given by that 
prince in marriage to Arfaces, was no fooner informed of 
the captivity of her hufband, than ihe took refuge with her 
fon Paras in a ftrong fort called Artogeraffa, where the 
king's treafures were depotited. Cylax and Artabanes were 
immediately ordered by Sapor to lay fiege to the place ; 
which they inverted accordingly ; but pitying the forlorn 
condition of the queen and young prince, thev agreed with 
the befieged to abandon the Perfians to their fury \ who 
were accordingly, aim oft to a man, cut off, in a fally made 
by agreement in the night time, while the guards them* 
felves in the camp were afleep, Cylax and Artabanes hav- 
ing given out, that the befieged had demanded and obtain- 
ed a truce for two days, in order to confider on the terms 
that had been offered. The queen, thus delivered from 
the prefent danger, fent her fon Paras to implore the aflift- 
ance of the emperor, who. caufed him to be entertained for 
fome time at Neocaefarea in Pontus, in a manner fuitable 
to his rank and condition. However, not daring to aflift 
him openly* at the requeft of the nobility of Armenia he 
charged Terentius, who commanded on the borders of that 
country, with the title of comes or count, to conduct him 
into his father's kingdom, which he fuffered him to go- 
vern, but without the title of king, or any of the enfigns of 
royalty, led the Perfians, (hould look upon his appointing 
him king as a breach of the peace. 
H* fiizii Sapor was no fooner informed of what had pafled in Ar- 
andrmns men ia^ than, tranfported with rage, he detached a ftrong 
fo^treLsia °^ ^ops into that kingdom, who, committing dread- 
AnmnM. ^ ravages, obliged Paras, who was not in a condition to 
oppofe thfcm, to take refuge, with Cylax and Artabanes, 
among tbeinacceflible mountains between the Roman ter- 
ritories and Lazica. The Perfians, in the mean time, after 
having taken and burnt feveraf fortreffes, invefted Artoge- 
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rafla, which, after feverat attacks, they took and deftroyed, 
carrying away the wife and treasures of Arfaces. Sapor, 
finding he could not get Paras into his power, had recourfe 
to his ufual artifices, in which he feldom mifcarried. By 
private meffages to the young prince, whofe caufe he pro* 
mifed to efpoufe, he prevailed upon him to cut off the heads 
of Cylax and Artabanes, who, he faid, were rather his 
governors than minifters, and fend them intoPerfia*. Va- Patens 
lens, who had hitherto declined fending troops into Arme- ft** 1r9 *P s 
nia, left he mould be charged with a breach of the peace, *J„J%~ 
was no fooner informed of thefe proceedings, than he or- Armenians. 



dered Arintheus, one of the bed commanders of his age, 
with a powerful army, into that kingdom, which by thefe 
means was preferved. The Perfians not daring to fend more 
troops thither, through fear of being overpowered by the Ro- 
mans. Sapor complained to Valens for fending troops to the 
afliftanceof the Armenians, which, he faid, was a manifeft 
breach of the treaty concluded between him and Jovian. 
Valens, without regarding the complaints of the Perfiao 
king, ordered a reinforcement of troops to Arintheus, and 
at the fame time difpatched Terentius, with twelve legions, 
into Iberia, to reftore Sauromaces, driven out of his king- 
dom by the Perfians. Terentius was met, as he drew near 
the river Cyrus, by ambafiadors from Afpacuras, whom the 
Perfians had created king of Iberia, defiring, that he and 
his kinfman Sauromaces might reign jointly, fince he could 
neither refign nor take part with the Romans, his fon being 
detained as a hoftage in the Perfian court. 

The emperor being acquainted with his propofal, and lbtriaS- 
willing to fettle the affairs of Iberia without bloodfhed, 
confented to a partition of the country, affigning to Sauro- 
maces that part which lay fouth of the river Cyrus, and 
next to Armenia and Lazica, and the remainder, border- 
ing upon Albania and Perfia, to Afpacuras h . This divi- 
fion highly incenfed Sapor, who loudly complained, that 
the Romans, contrary to the treaty of peace, had fent 
troops into Armenia, and had, without his knowlege or 
confent divided Iberia. Being now refolved to make war 
upon the Romans, he aflembled his forces, concluded al- 
liances with the neighbouring princes, and fpent the win- 
ter in vaft preparations. However, he could not put him- 
felf in a condition to aft this year 5 for we do not find that 
he attempted any thing, or even appeared in the field. 
Valens advanced to the banks of the Euphrates and the 

r Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 353—355. h Themift. Orat. xi. p. 
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Tigris ; whence he returned in the latter end of autumn, 
without undertaking any thing which authors have thought 
worthy of notice. About this time a confpiracy was form- 
ed againft Valens, but feafonably discovered » : and this 
is all we find in hiftory concerning it. Next year Sapor 
fent a confiderable army towards the borders of the Roman 
empire, where they were oppofed by Trajan, an officer of 
great experience, and Vadomarius, formerly king of the 
Alemans, at the head of a numerous and chofen body of 
troops. The Roman generals had orders not to attack the 
Perfians firft, that the emperor might not be charged with 
commencing hofti lities ; but the Perfians falling upon them, 
they gained a complete victory. However, Valens readily 
confented to a truce ; which was no fooner concluded than 
he returned to Antiocb, and Sapor to Ctefipbon, for both 
princes had advanced a<? far as Mefopotamia, to fupport 
their refpe&ive generals k . 

While Valens pafled the winter at Antioch, many of all 
ranks and conditions were accufed of attempting to learn, 
by magical practices and forbidden arts, the name of the 
perfon who was to fucceed him in the empire. Some of 
them confefled the crime laid to their charge, and declared, 
that Theodorus, the emperor's fecond fecretary, was the 
man whom the ftars feemed to have deftined to the empire. 
Theodorus was defcended of an illuftrious family in Gaul 
or Sicily, endowed with extraordinary accomplimments, 
and in every refpe& worthy of the empire, if he had not 
had the ambition of afpiring to it, and endeavouring to 
raife himfelf by unlawful means to that high flation 1 ; for 
all authors agree that he countenanced the execrable prac- 
tices of the magicians. Ammianus, who, it feems, was 
then at Antioch, or at leaft in that neighbourhood, gives 
us a very particular and diftin£r. account of what pafled on 
that occajion, which it would be too tedious to tranferibe. 
Theodorus was found guilty, not only of magical practices, 
which were forbidden on pain of death, but of having con- 
fpired with others to take away the emperor's life ; for 
which crimes he was beheaded m . 

No one would have complained, if only Theodorus and 
his accomplices had fuffered ; but innumerable innocent 
perfons were on that occafion inhumanly racked, and after- 
wards either executed or exiled : a diligent fearch was 
made, not only after thofe who had been piivy to the con- 
lpiracy, but after fucr^ as were only fufpe£fced of pra&iGng 



1 Themift. Qrat. xi. p. i*8. 
1 So^. lib;, vi. C3p. 35. p. 2*9. 
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magic. Such numbers were daily accufed and feized, that 
the public prifons could no longer contain them, and few 
of thofe who were apprehended, had the good fortune to 
efcape death or banifhment. Diogenes, formerly governor 
of Bithynia, was publicly executed ; and Salia, treafurer 
of Thrace, expired at the officer's feet who was to examine 
him, overcome by the apprehenfion of the torture he was 
to undergo \ Baflianus, whom fome writers fuppofe to 
have been the fon of Baflianus Caefar, brother-in-law to 
Conftantine the Great 0 , was faved by the powerful inter- 
ceflion of his relations, who were perlons of great diftinc- 
tion, but dripped of his eftate and all his effects. The 
two brothers Eufebius and Hypatius, brothers-in-law toCon- 
itantius, who had been confuls, were accufed of having 
afpired to the empire ; and though the charge could not be 
proved, yet they were baniflied, and condemned to pay a 
large fine, but foon after recalled, and advanced to great 
honours. Entropius, proconful of Alia, was accufed of 
having been privy to the confpiracy of Theodorus; but the 
philosopher Pafiphilus, who was brought as an evidence 
againft him, having fuffered all the torments cruelty itfelf 
could invent, without laying any thing to his charge, he 
was difmiiTed, but deprived of his employment, which 
was given to Feftus the hiftorian, who difcharged it for the 
fpace of five years with the moil horrid barbarity. Aly- 
pius, formerly vicar of Britain, and employed by Julian in 
rebuilding the temple of Jerufalem, was accufed with his 
fon Hierocles, the difciple of Libanius, as a poifoner : the 
father was ftripped of his eftate, and banifhed ; and the fon 
condemned to death, but faved (as Ammianus writes), by 
accident. 

But the mod rigorous enquiries were made after the Pa- 
gan philofophers, who were, in general, addicted to the 
ftudy of magic. The mod confiderable among them were 
publicly executed ; namely, Hilarius, who was burnt alive, 
Patricius, Andronicus, and Caeranius : Maximus, the fa- Maxim us 
mous mafter of Julian, was carried to Antioch to be exa- andothtr J 
mined, and afterwards to Ephefus, where Feftus ordered philofo- 
his head to be cut off, though he was then fo ill that he . 
mull have ended his life in a few days, without the inter- *° •* 
vention of the executioner p. Zonares writes, that the phi- 
lofopher Iamblichus, by a draught of poifon, prevented his 
falling into the emperor's hands q . Valens expected, and 
greatly defircd, to find Libanius in the number of the 

n Sozom. lib. vi. cap. 15. p. 694- 0 Cangc Byz. Fam. P Eunap. 
ttp. 5. p. 38, 89. 4 Zonar. p. iS. 
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guilty : nothing was alleged again ft him, though, as to ma* 
gieal practices, he owns he was not free from guilt ; r/ut as to 
the confpiracy of Theodorus, he folemnly protefts, that he 
was altogether a ftranger r . Diligent fearch was made, not 
only after magicians, but after all books treating of magic, 
which, wherever difcovered, were committed to the flames, 
with thofe in whofe pofleffion they were found. Thefe 
enquiries extended to all the provinces fubjedl: to Valens ; 
and from the moil remote parts were daily brought to An- 
tioch numbers of people to be tried as magicians, becaufe 
books of magic had been found in their cuftody (T) 
Ftf"' On this occafion Feftus, proconful of Afia, diftinguifhed 

P r"at himfelf above the other minifters of the emperor's cruelty, 
Si/?//™ torturing with the utmoft inhumanity, and putting to death, 
without diftin&ion of fex, age, or condition, fuch as were 
convi&ed, or only fufpe&ed, of having ufed any kind of 
charms or enchantments: he tortured the philofopher Cae- 
ranius till he expired, for no other ciime but becaufe in a 
letter to his wife he had ufed a proverbial expreflion, which 
looked like a charm : a woman was executed for pretending 
to cure agues by a charm, though (he had before been fent 
for, with his knowlege and confent, to cure his own 
daughter. A young man being obferved in a public bath 
to touch the marble with the fingers of both his hands, the 
one after the other, and then putting them to his breaft, 
to repeat the feven vowels, which he fancied was an im- 
mediate remedy again ft a pain in the (tomach, Feftus caufed 
him to be immediately fei?ed, tortured, and put to death '. 
At Antioch, a perfon being accufed of having written a 
book of magic, found an opportunity of throwing it into 
the river before he was apprehended : but this expedient 
did not fave him ; for though the book could not be pro- 
duced againft him, yet he was, after a fhort hearing, con- 
demned, aud publicly executed. 

This year is likewife remarkable for the death of Paras 
king of Armenia, treacheroufly murdered by the Romans, 

* Lib. Vit. p. 56, 57. » Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 390. 

(T) Ammian us tells us, that ed, and their eftates confifcated, 
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He had fubmitted to the king of Pcrfia, as we have obferved 
above ; but afterwards renewed, it feems, his alliance with 
the Romans, and was by them acknowleged king, fince 
Ammianus gives him that title ; but feveral perfons, at the 
head of whom was count Terentius, having tranfmitted to 
court unfavourable accounts of his conduct and admlniftra- 
tion, the emperor fent for him, on pretence of confulting 
him about the profecution of the Perfian war. Upon his Paras, 
arrival at Tarfus in Cilicia, he was commanded to wait till MqgffAr* 
farther orders ; but being in the mean time informed that mtTtia * 
the emperor's defign was to arreft him, and appoint another tfarf 
king of Armenia in his room, he refolved to make his efcape, Htmakts 
with the alliftance of three hundred of his own fubjetts, hiitfcapi* 
who had privately provided horfes for that purpofe. They 
fet out in the duflt of the evening; but were foon purfued 
and overtaken by a whole legion, fent to prevent their 
efcape. At their approach, Paras faced about, and charged 
them with fuch refolution, that they fled with precipitation. 
After this effort, he travelled night and day till he reached 
the Euphrates, which he paffed upon barrels joined toge- 
ther, and purfued his journey with extraordinary expedition. 
But in the mean time the emperor, having notice of his 
efcape, difpatched a thoufand archers, under the command 
of two principal officers, to bring him back. Thefe being 
well acquainted with the country, to which Paras was alto- 
gether a ftranger, getting through private roads before him, 
divided their forces, and feized on two panes, three miles 
diftant from each other, through one of which they took it 
for granted he would pafs. But being informed of his 
danger by a traveller, and conducted through bye-paths and 
thick woods, he efcaped the ambufcade, and anived fafe in 
his dominions, where he was received with inexpreflible 
joy, while the Roman officers, who had long waited for 
him, were derided and ridiculed upon their difappoint- 
ment. This difgrace incenfed them to fuch a degree 
againft Paras, that, in order to haften his ruin, they made 
the credulous emperor believe, that the young prince was , 
a famous magician, and knew how to confume and wade a 
man's body by degrees, though at ever fo great a diftance. 
The emperor was fo much alarmed at thefe inGnuations, 
that though Paras, forgetting the late affront, continued 
faithful to the Romans, yet his death was refolved on, and 
orders were fent to Trajan, who commanded the Roman 
forces in Armenia, to difpatch him by treachery, if he could 
not by open force. 

The manner which Trajan chofe to put this cruel com- 
mand in execution was no left bale and inhuman than the 
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command itfelf. Having gained the young prince's con- 
fidence, by frequenting his table, and producing counter- 
feit letters from Valens, filled with the moft tender ex- 
pressions of kindnefs, he prevailed upon him to accept of an 
entertainment at his houfe, during which he was barba- 
roufly murdered by a ruffian hired for that purpofe x . The 
death of Paras gave great uneafinefs to Sapor, who had 
hoped to gain him over to his intereft. He was therefore 
no fooner informed of his fate than he difpatched ambaf- 
fadors to Valens with propofals for an accommodation. 
The remaining part of this year was fpent in negotiations, 
but without fuccefs, the emperor, who was then at the 
bead of a numerous and well-difciplined army, being de- 
firous of retrieving the glory of the Roman arms, and re- 
covering the provinces given up by the treaty with Jovian. 
But in the mean time, Thrace being threatened with a ge- 
neral invafion of the Goths, he was obliged to conclude 
a peace with the Perfians, but upon what terms we know 
not. 

Next year Valens was alarmed by an embafly from the 
Goths, who, being driven out of their own country by the 
Hunns, defired perraiffion to fettle in Thrace. But before 
we fpeak of that embafly, and the memorable events attend- 
ing it, we muft take a curfory view of what happened in 
the Weft after the death of Valentinian, who, as we have 
related already, died at Bregetio on the feventeenth of No- 
vember. He left two fons, Gratian, born in 359, and 
created emperor by his father on the twenty-fourth of Au- 
guft 367, and Valentinian, born in 371. As Gratian was 
at a great diftance from the army when his fafher died, 
having been left, as we have obferved, ;\t Treves, the great 
officers of the court, uncertain what fuch an extraordinary 
and unexpected accident might produce, efpecially among 
the Gauls, who ferved in the army, and were than ravaging 
the country of the Qiiadi beyond the Danube, difpatched a 
mefTenger with intelligence of the emperor's death to Me- 
robaudes their leader, who thereupon fent immediately out 
of the way, purfuant to his inftr uctions, count Sebaflian, 
an officer greatly beloved by the foldiery, and then marched 
back to the camp at Bregetio. Upon his arrival, it was re- 
folved in a general council of all the chief officers, both 
civil and military, that Valentinian, the fecond fon of the 
deceafed emperor, then a child but four or five years old, 
(hould be declared his fucceflbr. He was therefore brought 
without delay from a village, named Murocin&a, about a. 
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hundred miles diftant from Bregetio, and upon his arrival Yr. of FI # 
proclaimed emperor, with the ufual folemnity, the fixth day 28*5. 
after the death of his father. This ftep they took to pre- D« 375* 
vent any fudden attack from the enemy, or mutiny in the "73« 
army. They hoped that Gratian, who was then feventeen y a i enttm 
years old, and had already given proofs of an extraordinary man //. 
mild temper, and an uncommon underftanding, would ac- proclaimed 
quiefce in the motives which had induced them to prefer his em P eror 
brother to the empire without his knowlege or confent. the**** 

Gratian at firft complained of their taking fuch an extra- arm y, 
ordinary ftep before they had confulted him ; but imme- 
diately confirmed their election, and ever after treated 
young Valentinian more like his child than his brother u . 
The election being confirmed by Gratian, and foon after 
by Valens, the Weftern provinces were divided between 
the two brothers : Valentinian had for his ftiare Italy, Illy- 
ricum, and Africa; and Gratian poflefled Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain. This divifion was made, not by Gratian, who 
was yet too young, as Zofimus pretends, but by the great 
officers of the court. As they did not confult Valens, fome 
mifunderftanding arofe between that prince and his ne- 
phews w . Notwithstanding this partition, Gratian alone 
governed the Weftern provinces to his death, Valentinian 
not being capable of acting on account of his non-age, fo 
long as Gratian lived. The firft thing Gratian did after the 
death of his father, and the promotion of his brother, was 
to recall his mother Severa, who had been divorced and ba- 
nifhed by Valentinian, and reftore her to her former ho- 
nours *. 

In the following year, 376, Valens was conful the fifth 
time, and Valentinian the firft. Gratian, being informed 
of the horrid cruelties pra£tifed by Maxi minus both in Italy Maximi- 
and Gaul, caufed him to be publicly executed; and appoint- nus t and 
ed Antonius, prefect of Gaul, in his room. Simplicius, M* accomm 
who had been vicar of Rome in 374, and Doryphorianus, ^ 0 ' C jgaSt* 
who had fucceeded him in that office, underwent the fame 
fate, being accufed of the like crimes : the former was be- 
headed in Illyricum, and the latter put to a cruel death, at 
the inftigation of Severa, fays Ammianus, in Gaul, whither 
he was conveyed from the Tullian prifon in Rome. As 
thefe three cruel and bloody magiftrates had, with the ut- 
moft injuftice, murdered a great number of fenators, Gra- 
tian, by a declaration publifhed this year, eftabliftied the 

» Amraian. lib. xxx. p. 433, 434* 2°**- lib. iv. p. 746. Socrat. * 
lib. iv. cap. 31. p. 349. w Eunap. Legat. p. 19. * Chron. 

Alex* p. 704. Ammian. lib. xxviii. p. 366. 
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method of trying fenators', which was read by Symma- 
chus in the fenate on the thirteenth of Auguft z . Maximi- 
nus, Simplicius, and Doryphorianus, had long deferved the 
fate which at length overtook them, and died unlamented; 
The nU- hut the death of the renowned Theodofius, one of the 
brated greateft officers and bed men of his age, is a (lain on the 
tountTkeo- character of Gratian never to be effaced. Of his glorious 
J %bp"tt9 ex pl° lts * n Britain and Africa we have already fpoken in 
3 liaih. U the reign of Valentinian ; but, notwithstanding the emi- 
nent fervices he had rendered the empire, he was this year 
by an order from court beheaded at Carthage, after he had 
triumphed over Firmus, and with his prudence and abili- 
ties reftored Africa to its former tranquility (U). 
TouHgTAt- His fon, named likewife Theodofius, who, being duke of 
cdofms re- Mcefia in 374, had, with a courage and conduct far above 
tires to his hi s years, defended that province againft the incurfions of 
* att ™ the Barbarians, as we have related above, was obliged to 
eoun yield to the ftorm, and retire to Spain his native country, 
where he lived in exile, till he was recalled by Gratian, and' 
raifed to the empire. 

During thefe tranfa&ions in the Weft, the Goths, driven 
out of their own country by the Hunns, approached the 
banks of the Danube, to the number of two hundred thou- 
fand men-, and, being admitted by Valens into Thrace, 
they fubdued that province. Gratian was on the twenty- 
feventh of February at Treves, where he had paffed the win- 
ter, and on the twenty-eighth of July at Mayence, perhaps 
on fome expedition againft the Germans not mentioned in 
hiftory ; for Aufonius relates, that he took fome Germans 
Gratian prifoners, and brought them with him into Gaul He had 
vera! ex- returnC( * t0 Treves on the feventeenth of September b . By 
emptionsto a * aw dated the fifth of March, and addrefled to Cataphro- 
the clergy* nus vicar of Italy, he grants many exemptions to the clergy. 

r Cod. Thcodof. p. 96. * Symm. lib. x. ep. 2. p. 390, 591. 

a Aufon Conful. p. 378. b Cod. Theod. Chron. p. 97, 98. 

(U) His death was owing, if young prince's mind with jea* 

St Jcrom (1), Orofius (2), and loufiesand fufpicions. He was, 

St. Arnbrofe (3), are to be ere- at his earneft requeft, baptized 

diwd, to the malicious fug- juft before he died ; fo that his 

geltions of certain perfons at death was no lefs exemplary, 

court, who, envying him the than his life had been glo- 

great reputation he had de- rious (4). 
fervedly acquired, filled the 

(1) Hier. Chron. (2) Orof. lib. vii. cap. 33. p. 219, (3) Am- 
broi Div. 3. p. 125. (4) Orof. ibid. 
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A dreadful plague raged this year in moft of the Weftern 
provinces, and fwept off incredible numbers of people c . 
The foliowing year 378, when Valens was conful the fixth 
time, and Valentinian the fecond, the Goths, from Thrace, 
advanced into Macedon and Theflaly, committing every- 
where dreadful ravages 5 they even approached Conftanti- The Get A* 
nople itfelf, plundered the fuburbs, kept the city for fomc block »p 
time blocked up, and, in the end gave the emperor a total Con fi an ^ m 
overthrow. Valens himfelf perifhed on this occaGon, as all 
authors agree, though they differ in their accounts of his Yr. of Fl. 
death ; for fome write, that he was killed upon the fpot ; *8»8. 
and others, that, being wounded in the field, and unable JJ ®' 3 7 *- 
to fly, he was carried to a peafant's houfe, which his at- ' 
tendants fortified. But, the Barbarians, not fufpecling the <j-^ e death 
emperor to be there, fet fire to it, and it was confumed of VaUnt, 
with all that were in it, except a youth, who, having made 
his efcape, firft out of the flames, and afterwards from the 
enemy, gave the Romans an account of the emperor's un- 
happy end d . Such was the end of Valens, after he had 
lived about fifty years, and reigned fifteen, four months, 
and ibme days e ( W). 

He was a ftranger to every branch of literature, and no Hatha* 
better acquainted with the military art than with the libe- ra£er. 
ral (ciences. He did not even underftand the Greek tongue, 
though he had reigned fo many years in the Eaft among the 
Greeks. He difcovered no expedients himfelf 3 but, when 
they were propofed by others, had difcernment enough to 
adopt the beft and moft proper f . He was naturally indo- 
lent and inactive, an enemy to labour, and averfe to bufi- 
nefs, which was owing to the indolent life he had led, free 
from trouble, till he was created emperor. He was ex- 

c Ambr. in Luc. xxi. p. 203. Bibliotb. Patr. torn. viit. p. 579; 
* Ammian. p. 46a. « Idem, lib. xxxi. p. 463, 464. f Themilt. 
Orat. vi. p. 1 1. 8c Orat. ix. p. 7 1. 

(W) All authors agree, that herefy of Arius, which flouriih- 

neither his body, nor the leaft ed and increafed in his reign, 

remains of it, were ever found; more than it had done under 

and that his memory was ho- any of his predeceflbrs. With 

no u red by no funeral obfe- him perifhed in the flames, ac- 

quies. Eccleiiaitical writers look cording to the modern Greeks, 

upon his death as a judgment his great -chamberlain, a zealous 

from Heaven, for his per fee ut- patron of the Arians, and an 

ing with great cruelty the ca- avowed enemy to the orthodox 

tholics, and his encouraging the believers ( 1 ) . 

CO Mcmea Magn, Grace p. a»9- 

tremely 



Digitized by 



The Hipty of the 

tremely timorous, and unwilling to expofe himfelf to dan- 
ger. To this difpolition moft authors afcribe the extraordi- 
nary deference which he always paid to his brother Valen- 
tinian Themiftius commends his chaftity ; and Ammia- 
nus, a writer not partial in his favour, does not reproach 
him with lewdnefs and debauchery. He was conftant and 
faithful in his friendfliip, feveral inftances of which are re- 
lated by Ammianus. He raifed fuch only of his relations as 
were perfons of merit, and, in general, had regard to 
merit alone in the difpofal of employments. He kept a 
watchful eye over his minifters, exacted military difcipline 
with great rigour, not fuffering his foldiers to do the leaft 
injury to thofe through whofe countries they marched, and 
(hewed himfelf on all occafions ready to redrefs the com- 
plaints of his injured fubjecls h . He discharged the foreign 
guards, who had been employed by other princes as the.mi- 
nifters of their cruelty. He was thoroughly acquainted with 
the flare of his finances, and therefore did not fuffer himfelf 
to be impofed upon by thofe who managed his accounts. 
Themiftius ftyles him the Father of the Provinces, on ac- 
count of the great care he took in eafing them of the heavy 
taxes with which they had been loaded by his predeceflbrs. 
Ammianus owns, that he could not with more care have 
confulted the good of his own family than he did the wel- 
fare of all his fubje£ts ; and that the Eaftern provinces had 
been under no prince happier than under him. However, 
all authors agree, that he had a ftrong inclination to ava- 
rice and cruelty, which, joined to his jealous and fufpicious 
temper, induced him often to condemn innocent perfons, 
and feize on their eftates. The leaft fufpicion of treafon 
rendered him inexorable, fays Ammianus, and his ears were 
open to all manner of accufations. 

He left two daughters, Carofa and Anaftafia 5 but all we 
know of them it, that Procopius, who became famous in the 
latter end of the reign of Theodofius, married one of them, 
being ftyled by Zofimus 1 and Sozomen k , the fon- in-law 
of Valens. "What became of the emprefs Albia Dominica, 
after the death of her hufband, we are not told. St. Chry- 
foftom, who wrote about the year 381, obferves, that the 
widow of an emperor, who had been banifhed by another 
prince, was then recalled by the mediation of many perfons 
of diftinclion, who with much difficulty obtained that fa- 
vour Moft writers take the emprefs, of whom he fpeaks 

g Vi&. Epit. Theodor. Vit. Patr. p. 815. ft Themift. 

Orat. x. p. 158. 1 Zof. lib. v. p. 786. k Soz. lib. iv. 

cap. 9. p. 649. I Chryf. aU Vid. Jun. p. 463. 

in 



Digitized by Google 



Eaftern and Weficrn Empire. 

in that place, to have been the widow of the emperor Va- 
lens : but as to the caufe of her difgrace and misfortune, we 
are quite in the dark. With the death of Valens, Ammia- 
nus Marcellinus ends his hiftory (X). 



CHAP. LXII. 

The Hiftory of the Eajlern and Wejlern Empire, 
from the Death of Valens to the Divifion of 
the Empire. 

RATI AN, alarmed at the danger that threatened the 
VJT Eaftern provinces, harafledby the Barbarians, refolved 
to march in pet Ton to the afliftance of his uncle, as foon as 
the feafon would permit. In the mean time he ordered part 

(X) Ammianus Marcellinus of the Roman hiftory in the 

was a native of Antioch, where reign of Valentinian and Va- 

his family made fome figure (i). lens, and infcribed it to the 

He ferved feveral years in the latter, having undertaken it 

army, in quality of domefticus, at his requeft. He attended 

which was then an honourable Julian in . his expedition in- 

poft. He attended Julian in his to Perfia (4). He fecms to 

Ferfian expedition, and was at have been of the fenatorial 

Antioch, or in that neighbour- order; for, at the head of his 

hood, when the confpiracy of work, he is diftinguiftied with 

Theodorus was difcovered in the title of clarimmus, which 

the reign of Valens (2). His was peculiar to fen a tors. In 

hiftory was divided into thirty- the reign of Valentinian, and 

one books, and comprifed the before the year 376, died, ac- 

reigns of all the emperors, from cording to St. Jerom, Aquilius, 

Domitian, where Suetonius or Acinus Scverus, a native of 

ends, to the death of Valens ; Spain, who wrote the hiftory 

but of his thirty-one books, on- or his own life in profe and 

ly the laft eighteen, beginning verfe, under the title of Cataf- 

after the death of Magnentius trophe. He was defcended from 

in 353, have reached our times, another Severus, to whomLac- 

Though he was a Greek, he tantius infcribed two books of 

chofe to write in Latin; but his letters. St. Jerom places 

his Latin, in the opinion of him among the ecclefiaftic wri- 

Voflius, fpeaks him both a ters ( ; but his work has been 

Greek and a foldier(3). Eu- long fince loft, 
tropius wrote his abridgement 

• 

(1) Ammian. lib. xix. p. 144. (*) Idem, lib. xxix. p. 387. 

(3) Voflf. Hift. Lat. lib. ii. cap. 9. p. aoi. (4) Eutrop. p. 589. 
(5) Hier. Vir. llluftr. cap. m, 

of 
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of the forces in Gaul to march into Illyricum, and, joining 
the troop9 quartered in that province, to enter Thrace, and 
reinforce the army which Valens had fent thither. This 
meafurc the Germans, called Lentienfes, whofe country 
bordered upon Rhxtia, no fooner underftood, than, in vio- 
lation of the treaty which they had but lately concluded with 
Gratian, they pafied the Rhine upon the ice, to the number 
of forty thoufand men ; and, entering Gaul, committed 
dreadful ravages in the neighbourhood of that river. In con- 
fequence of this invafion the emperor recalled the troops from 
Illyricum, and fent them, reinforced with thofe that were 
left in Gaul under the conduct of count Nannianus, and Mal- 
lobaudes, king of the Franks, whoferved in the Roman ar- 
my in quality of comes domefticorum, to drive back the 
Lentienfes, whofe numbers encreafed daily, the Romans, 
who guarded the banks of the Rhine having, through fear 
of the Barbarians, deferted their ftations. The two gene- 
rals, though at the head of a handful of men, gave them 
battle in the neighbourhood of Argentaria, where the pre- 
fent city of Colmar (lands. The Romans at firft gave ground, 
being overpowered with numbers ; but, after a fevere con- 
flict, gained a complete victory, and made fuch a dreadful 
havock of the enemy, that, out of fuch a prodigious multi- 
tude, fcarce five thoufand made their efcape, thirty thou- 
fand of them being killed upon the fpot, and the reft either 
flam in the purfuit, or taken prifoners. Their king Tria*- 
rius, the chief author of the war, was in the number of the 
ilain ,n . 

After this victory, Gratian paffed the Rhine at the head 
of his army ; and, entering the enemy's country, enclofed 
them among the barren mountains, to which they had fled 
with their families ; and by thefe means reduced them in a 
fhort time to fuch diftrefs, that they were forced to fubmit 
to the terms the conqueror thought fit to prefciibe 5 one of 
which was, that they (hould deliver up their youth toferve 
irtthe Roman army. The Romans were greatly reinforced by 
this newacceflion of ftrength, and at the fame time that in- 
conftant and faithlefs nation wasdifabled from raifing frefh 
disturbances in the emperor's abfence. In this expedition, 
Gratian gave fignal proofs of his courage, prudence, cle- 
mency, and generofity ; which gained him the efteem and 
affection of his troops n . He immediately wrote to Valens, 
acquainting him with the victory, and entreating him not 
to hazard a battle till he had joined him, which he aflured 
■ . 

« Ammian. lib. xxxi. p. 4.53, 454. Vict. Epit. Ilier. in Cliron. 
" Ammian. lib. xxxi. p. 455. 

him 
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nim would be very foon : but Valens, jealous of the repu- 
tation of his nephew, which he thought eclipfed his own, 
and defirous of equalling his exploits againft the Germans, 
refolved to give battle before his arrival, that he might en- 
joy, without a rival, the glory of the victory, which he 
looked upon as certain. 

In the mean time Gratian, having provided for the fecu- Cratian 
rity of Gaul, began his march, and with great expedition marches ta 
advanced to Arbor Felix, now Arbon, on the lake of Con- tftt a ^?\. 
ftance, and from thence to Lauriacum, now Lork, in Au- JJJJU 
ftria, on the Danube, between the Traun and the Ens. 
There he embarked part of his troops on the Danube, and 
marched by land with the reft to Bononia in Lower Dacia, 
and from thence to Sirmium, where he remained but four 
days, though he was then ill of an intermitting fever. From 
Sirmium he purfued his march along the Danube to a fort 
in the fame province, called Caftra Martis. In his march, 
fome of his men, who had ftraggled from the army, were 
intercepted, and cut off, by the Alans. From Caftra Mar- 
tis, he difpatched Richomeres, his comes domefticorum, to 
acquaint Valens of his arrival : but Valens, haftening the Valeps * 
battle, that his nephew might have no (hare in the victory, gives bat- 
was utterly defeated, and periflied, with two-thirds of his tlt \. andi * 
army, in the manner we have already related. The day ^ndhUid 
after the engagement, the Goths, informed by a deferter, before his 
that Valens had left many perfons of great diftin&ion in arrival. 
Adrianople, and that the imperial treafure was lodged there, *"At Gotks 
inverted the place ; but being repulfed with great (laughter, t^aw'Jdri 
they abandoned the enterprize ; and marching towards Pe- ano pU and 
rinthus or Heraclea, laid wafte that fertile country, then Confiantin- 
advanced to Conftantinople, hoping to make themfelves ople. 
m afters of that (lately metropolis : but the Saracens, whom 
Mavia iheir queen had fent to the afiiftance of the Romans, 
and who were more formidable in fudden onfets than re- 
gular engagements, having in feveral fallies cut off great 
numbers of the Goths, the reft raifed the fiege, and retired 
from the neighbourhood of that city. 

The remaining part of this year they fpent in ravaging Dreadful 
Thrace, Scythia, Mcefia, and even Illyricum, as far as the r *v*g'* 
Julian Alps, which part that province from Italy °. The jHJJ 
neighbouring Barbarians, namely the Quadi and Sarma- CotAt, and 
tians, entered the Roman territories at the fame time, put- other Bar- 
ting all to fire and fword, and furpafling the Goths them- b*ria*j> 
fclves in the horrid cruelties they pradfcifed p. St. Jerom 

9 Amnvian. p. 456—458. & lib. xx. p. 160. p Zof lib. 

iv. p. 751. 
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gives us a pathetic account of the calamities fuffered at that 
time by the fubjetts of the empire. The cities of Illyri- 
cum which fuffered moft on this occafion, were Petavio 
and Murfia ; the former is faid to have been betrayed to the 
Barbarians by Valens, whom the Arians had attempted to 
All the raife to that fee *>. As there were great numbers of Goths, 
Goths put w ho ferved in the Roman armies, quartered in the forts and 
l ° the .. cities of Afia, Tulins, who commanded in that province, 

fivordin t ' - 1.1 1 1 • • 1 • 1 

the Eafi, apprehending they would join their countrymen, by private 
letters fent to the governors of the cities where they were 
quartered, ordered them all to be malTacred at the fame 
time. This inhuman order was put in execution without 
the leaft noife or difturbance, and Afia delivered from the 
danger it hadjuft rcafon to apprehend ; for Zolimus alTures 
us, that the Goths only wanted an opportunity to revolt,, 
and treat the Romans as they were treated by them r . 

We left Gratian on the frontiers of Thrace, ready to en- 
ter that province, and join Valens ; but he no fooner heard 
the news of his death, and of the great lofs the Romans had 
fuftained in the fatal battle of Adrianople, which were 
brought to him by Viclor, who had had the good fortune 
to efcape the general daughter, than he retreated to Sir- 
mium, to deliberate on the moft proper meafurcs to be 
taken in fo critical a conjuncture. After a fhort ftay at Sir- 
mium, he marched, at the head of all the forces he could 
Gratian affemble, to Conftantinople, to fecure that metropolis. In 
theodofius, tne mcan *i me > reflecting how many brave officers had pe- 
rifhed in the prefent war, and how much he ftoodin need 
of an able and faithful general, he fent for Theodofius, 
who, after having given fignal proofs of his courage, con- 
duel, and experience, in military affairs, had, upon the 
death of his father, retired to Spain, his native country. 
Theodofius obeyed the emperor's command ; and, quitting 
his retirement, proceeded to Illyricum, where he was re- 
ceived by Gratian with the greateft demonftrations of kind- 
nefs and efteem, and foon after fent, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, againft the Sarmatians, who were in full 
nvho^aint march to join the Goths : but Theodofius, falling upon 
a e %*^ et * them, cut the greater part of them in pieces, and obliged 
'cler'The tnc rc ^ to re P a ^ s tne Danube. From Conftantinople the 
Sarma- emperor returned to Sirmium, where hepaiTed the winter. 
iiant. He no fooner faw himfelf, by the death of Valens, mailer 
Gratian Q e t ^ t |? a n^ t | ian ^ c recalled, and reftored to their fees, the 
tani/bed ' orthodox biftiops, who had been banifhed by Valens j and, 

bijhops* 

q Ambrof. epift, 1* p. 167. » Zof, p. 751. Amroian. 
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by 



Digitized by Google 



Eafletn and Weft em Efapire. 275 

by an cdi&, granted entire liberty of confcience to Chrifc 
tians of all denominations, except the Manichees, the 
Photinians, and the Eunomians, whom he would not fuffer 
to have any churches. This edi& put a period to the per- 
fection which the Arians had taifed, and carried on with 
great cruelty, againft the Catholics, during the reign of 
Valens. Gratian, notwith (landing his zeal for the ortho- 
dox faith, did not for the prefent meddle any farther with 
religious affairs, through fear of railing new difturbances, 
which, in the prefent di Mr acted (late of the empire, might 
have been attended by dangerous confequences. This law, 
granting liberty of confcience to all Chriftians, feems to 
have taken place only in the Eaft, where the Catholics did 
not enjoy it before ; for by another law enacted this year, 
and addrelTed to Flavianus vicar of Africa, he abfolutely 
condemns the Dohatifts, orders their churches to be deli- C on- 
vered to the catholics, and declares, that he will fuffer no demns the 
other doctrine to be taught or held, except that which is & c **t!ft* 
agreeable to the gofpel, to the faith of the apoftles* and to 
the tradition of the church. 

While he refided at Sirmium, furrounded on all fides by Heraifei 
the Barbarians, he named Aufonius and Olybrius confuls thtput 
for the enfuing year. He wrote to Aufoniu3, who had been A *f°*i*' 
his preceptor, a molt condefcending letter, acquainting him fjaj/'"'' 
with his promotion, and at the fame time prefented him 
with the confular robe, that which the emperors wore 
when they triumphed As Valens died without ifluc 
male, Gratian, by his death, became fole mailer of the em- 
pire ; but not thinking himfelf equal to fo great a burden* 
efpecially at fo critical a conjuncture, when the Goths, 
Hunns, Alans, Sarmatians, and Quadians, had made irrup- 
tions into the empire on one fide, and the Alemans and 
other German nations were ready to invade it on the 
other, he refolved to take a colleague capable of eafing hint 
of part of his burden, and extricating the ftate from the 
difficulties under which it laboured, valentinian fhared in- 
deed the title, but not the authority, of emperor, he being 
then but feven, or at mod eight years old. Without any 
regard, therefore, to his own relations, or rather regarding 
thofe, to ufe the expreffion of Themiftius, as his neareu 
relations, who were bed qualified for fo great a truft, he 
determined to aflume Theodofius for his partner in the fu- 
preme power ; a peifon of extraordinary accomplishments, 
no lefs admired on account of his exemplary piety, than for 

• Aufon. Conf. p. 381. 
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his prudence, his experience in war, and the glorious ex- 
ploits he had already performed* 

Purfuant to this refolution, he declared him emperor at 
Sirmium on the nineteenth of January of the enfuing year 
379* w bile Aufonius and Q. Clodius Hermogenianus Oly- 
brius were confuls. It was with the utmoft difficulty that 
Gratian prevailed upon him to accept what others fought 
with fo much ambition* and employed the moft unlawful 
means to attain. He refufed what others looked upon as 
the g re ate ft happtnefs, in fuch manner as evidently (hewed 
that he accepted it by conftraint *. After Gratian had, to 
the general (atisfattion both of the people and foldiery, 
raifed him to the empire, he committed to his care the 
Eaft, Thrace, and the reft of the provinces which had been 
governed by Valens* referving only Gaul, Spain, and Bri- 
tain ; for Italy, Illyricum, and Africa, were ruled by his 
brother Valentinian w . 

Theodofius, whom Gratian raifed to the empire, was, 
according to moft authors, a native of Cauca in Galicia, 
which city (till retains the fame name ; but Marcellinus, 
in his chronicle, fuppofes him to have been born in Italica, 
near Seville, the birth-place of the emperor Trajan ; and 
both that writer and Claud ian rank him among the great 
men of the Ulpian family, from which Trajan fprung *. 
Theodofius refembled that prince, according to Vidor, 
both in the features of his face and the virtues of his 
mind ; but was a ftranger to the vices of Trajan, fuch as 
drunkennefs, incontinence, and ambition He was the 
fon of Thermantia and the celebrated Theodofius, who 
conquered a new province in Britain, defeated Firmus in 
Africa, and was defcrvedly efteemed the greateft com- 
mander of his age *• The emperor himfelf was born in 
the year 346, fe that he was advanced to the empire in the 
thirty-third year of his age a . He ferved under Tiis father 
in Britain, when he was very young b ; and being foon after 
created duke of Moeiia, he gained a memorable victory 
over the Sarmatians in 374, being then only eighteen years 
old c . 

After the death of his father he withdrew to Spain, and 
led a retired life, employing his time partly in reading, and 
partly in works of agriculture, till he was recalled by Gra- 



t Themiftim. Orat. xiv. p. 18s. u Pacat. p. 153, 154. 

• Thcod. lib. v. cap. 6. p. 711. Zof. p. 746. * Marcel. Cbron. 
p. 7S. Claud, p. '40. r Vict. p. 546, 547. ■ Ammian. 

lib. xx via. p. 36s. a Thcod. lib. v. cap* 710. b Zof. 

p. 760. * Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 410. 
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tian in 373, and declared emperor *. "He was then mar- 
ried to Flaccilla, called by moil of the Greek writers Pla- 
cilla, and by fome Placidia ; and had by her at lead three 
children ; namely, Arcadius, born about the year 37 7, dur- 
ing his father's retirement ; Honorius, born in 384, and a 
daughter named Pulcheria, born before the year 379. 

The joy which Theodofius's promotion gave to all the 
fubje&s of the empire, was equal to the high opinion they 
entertained of hisjuftice, integrity, moderation, and abili- 
ties in war; and indeed, though commendations from 
the pen of a poet are of no great weight, yet we cannot 
help thinking with Claudian, that the empire, without the 
afliftance of Theodofius, Would never have recovered its 
former luftre, but become a prey to the Barbarians •. Af- 
ter the promotion of Theodofius, Gratian fet out for Gaul, Oration 
upon intelligence that the Germans were in arms, and ready T q^ u ** 
to invade that province f . He was at Aquileia in the be- 
ginning of July, and in the latter end of the fame month 
at Milan *, where he contracted a great intimacy with St. 
Ambrofe, to whom he ever after {hewed the higheft refpetfl 
and veneration. It was at his rtqueft that St. Ambrofe 
wrote, though unwilling to engage in religious debates, his 
treatife on faith, in which he proves the divinity of the Son, 
and another demonftrating the divinity of the Holy Ghoft, 
The pious emperor was fo well pleafed with thefe two 
pieces, that he immediately ordered a church to be deli- 
vered to the Catholics, which he had fequeftered at Milan, 
with a defign to give it to the Arians, out of complaifance 
to his mother-in-law Juftina. At the fame time, revoking 
the law by which he had granted, the preceding year, li- 
berty of confcience to all fe&s, he publiihed another, for- 
bidding all heretics, efpecially the rebaptizers, to preach 
their tenets, or to hold aflemblies, in any part of the em- 
pire. This law is dated from Milan, the third of Auguft 
of the prefent year 379, and was, no doubt, owing to the 
zeal of St. Ambrofe. Gratian left Milan foon after ; and 
pnfling through Rhsetia, the province of the Sequani, and 
Germania Prima, repaired to Treves, where he parted the 
winter b . This year we find the Lombards firft mentioned The 
in hiftory. 

We left Theodofius at Sirmium, where he had been 
declared emperor on the nineteenth of January. He 
was furrounded by multitudes of Barbarians, who, after 

* ♦ 

* Ambrof. Sermo de Diverf. p. 1*5. Vift. p. 54.6. e Claud. 
Conful. Hon. cap. 4- p. 40, 41. f Socr. lib. v. cap. 6. p* tto« 

s Cod. Theod. Chron. p. 100. h Idem, ibid* 
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The dtpU- the defeat and death of Valens, ravaged the neighbour? 
rabUjlate ing countries without reftraint. Dacia, Thrace, and 
°f th ' Illyricum were already loft. The Goths, the Taifali, the 
pnvincis. ^lans, an< ^ tn e Hunns, were mailers of the greateft part of 
jthefe provinces, and had ravaged and laid wafte the reft : 
the Armenians, Iberians, and Perfians, were likewife in 
arms, and ready to take advantage of the prefent diftra&ed 
ftate of the empire *. The few foldiers who had furvived 
the late defeat, (truck with terror, kept within the cities 
and fortreflesof Thrace, without even daring to look abroad, 
much lefs to make head againft the vi&orious enemy. 
Gratian probably aflifted the new emperor with fome 
troops ; it is at lcaft certain, that he left with him two of- 
ficers of great diftin£fcion, namely, count Ricomer, a Frank, 
and Majorianus, who commanded the troops of Illyricum 
under Gratian, and was by Theodofius raifed to the poft of 
general both of the horfc and foot. Both thefe officers 
diftinguiftied themfelves under Theodofius, and gained great 
advantages over the Goths *. 

Theodofius, leaving Si imium foon after the departure of 
Gratian, repaired to Theflalonica, {he capital of Eaft-Illy- 
The ricum. During his refidence in that metropolis, the chief 

E a" fend* c ^ cs °^ l he Eaft fent deputies, congratulating him upon 
deputies to b* s acceflipn to the fovereign power, and imploring his pro- 
*lh$oacj\us. te£tion. At the head of the deputies from Conftantinople 
was the celebrated orator Themiftius, who, in a fpeech 
which he pronounced on that occafion, intreated the em- 
peror to confirm the privileges granted to that great metro- 
polis by his predeceflbrs. The emperor received them in a 
mod obliging manner, promifing to redrefs the evils of 
which they complained K Having reinforced his army 
with new levies, and made other preparations for war, he 
took the field, probably about the end of June 5 for on the 
feventh of July he was at Scupi in Dardania, and on the 
tenth of Auguft at a place called Vicus Augufti, the fitua- 
tion of which is unknown to geographers. Several battles 
were fought this year, of which we can fcarce give any ac- 
count ; for our fureft guide, Ammianus Marcellinus, fails 
us here ; and other authors are fo obfeure in their accounts, 
fo inconfiftent with each other, and often with themfelves, 
that we cannot depend upon any thing they relate. All 
we know for certain is, that part of the Goths fubmitted 
\o Theodofius, and the reft withdrew from Thrace. In, 
this particular at leaft,^ all authors are unanimous. The 

. I Themift. Orat. xvi. p. ao7- k Sidon. Car. p. 31*. 1 Them. 
Orat. xiv. p. i8o-*-i8s. 

emperor. 
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emperor, having thus reftored Thrace to its former tran- 
quillity, returned in the latter end of the autumn to Thef- 
falonica, and took up his winter-quarters. 

In the following year, 380, the two emperors were con- 
fuls, Gratian the fifth time, and Theodofius the firft. The 
former, after having pafled the winter at Treves, from 
which place we find two laws, dated the fixth and fifteenth 
of February, fet out early in the fpring for Italy, and was 
on the fourteenth of March at Aquileia, and at Milan on 
the twenty-fourth of April. From Milan he advanced to 
Sirmium, and continued till the end of the fummer, partly 
in the neighbourhood of that city, and partly in Pannonia™. 
Theodofius was feized in the month of February of this 
year with a dangerous malady ; and this was what obliged 
Gratian to quit Gaul, and haftcn into Illyricum, left the Gratian 
neighbouring Barbarians flrould embrace that opportunity returns to 
to break into Thrace". As the Goths were ftill in arms. *'!? r * cum > 
and threatened to pafs the Danube, Gratian, during the a 
illnefs of his colleague, propofed and concluded a treaty of treaty 
peace with them, which, however advantageous to their with the 
nation, was confirmed by Theodofius upon his recovery °. 
Theodofius, during hisficknefs, demanded with great earn- Theodofius^ 
eftnefs the facrament of baptifm ; which he received with being 
exemplary piety from the hands of Afcolus biftiop of Thef-/'*? 5 ^ 
falonica, after having carefully informed himfelf of the ^mJ^L, 
faith that prelate profefled. Finding him both orthodox in mUFJdy, is 
his belief and blamelefs in his manners, the pious empe- baptized. 
tor immediately fent for him to court ; was baptized by 
him; and from that inftant, the violence of the malady 
abating, he began to recover Soon after his recovery, Hitxeal 
the emperor gave a fignal proof of his zeal for the ortho* f or * h * 
dox faith, by the famous law dated from Theflalonica the Sj'J/* 
twenty-eighth of February of the year 380. In that law 
Theodofius declares, that all his fubje&s, without excep- 
tion, (hall adhere to the faith which the church of Rome 
had received of St. Peter, which was taught by Damafus 
bilhop of that city, and by Peter bifhop of Alexandria, a 
man of great fancYity ; that is, that they (hall acknowlege 
and confefs the divinity of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft ; that thofe who held this doctrine mould 
be deemed Chriilian catholics; but, or* the contrary, fuch 
as rejected it mould be treated as heretics and infamous 
perfons, their conventicles mould not be called churches, 

- 

* Cod. Thcod. Chron. p. 102—104. n Jornand Rer. Goth, 

cap. ij. p. 619. 0 Profper- Chron. P Ambrof. Epift. ai. p. 2x9. 
5p£. p. 707. Aug. Civit. Dei, lib. v. cap. z6- p. 64. 
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and they themfelves (hould undergo thofe puniihments, 
which were due to their wickednefs, from the imperial au- 
thority, and divine juftice, it being a crime, and a facri- 
lege, to depart from the true faith through contempt, or 
even out of ignorance. This is the memorable law which 
was add re (Ted to the people of Constantinople, and to the 
prefect Eutropius, with orders to publifh it in all the pro- 
vinces, and caufe it to be every-where obferved by the fub- 
jecls of the empire. To this law St. Auftin, no doubt, al- 
luded, when he wrote that Theodofius, upon his accefTion 
to the empire, by a law replete with mercy and juftice, 
curbed the fury of the wicked, and relieved the church, 
long opprefled by the protection given by Valens to the 
Arians. Befides this, the emperor publifhed feveral other 
laws this year, tending to the reformation of manners ; one 
forbidding all capital trials during the forty days preceding 
Eafter, that is, during Lent; another prohibiting, under 
fevere penalties, widows to marry during the time of mourn- 
ing for their deceafed hufbands, which was by this law ex- 
tended from ten months to a whole year ; a third implying, 
that informers fhould be puniftied with death, if they were 
found to have informed thrice, though their accufations 
had always proved true. By a law dated the fixteenth of 
November, the emperor declares it unlawful to beg the 
eftates of perfons condemned for treafon ; adding, " Whereas 
the importunity of fuch petitioners often wrefts from the 
prince what he ought not to grant, his refcript in their fa- 
vour {hall not be valid ; and fuch as fhall bv thefe means 

4 

have obtained the connfeated eftates, (hall be punifhed as 
tranfgreflbrs of the laws." Under other princes, the eftates 
of perfons condemned for treafon were frequently granted 
to thofe who had accufed them ; an indulgence that proved 
an encouragement to informers : but this, and the other 
laws of Theodofius, reftrained thefe vile practices. By for- 
mer laws, the eftates of fuch as had been banilhed, or exe- 
cuted, fell to the treafury* but Theodofius, by two laws 
of this year, dated the feventeenth of June, orders the ef- 
tates of the former to be divided between the treafury 
and the criminal, or his children and thofe of the latter to 
be left entirely to their children or grandchildren. In cafes 
of treafon, orily one fixth of the criminal's eftate was al- 
lotted to his children, whether he was baniflied or executed. 

Notwithftanding the treaty which the Goths had con- 
cluded with Gratian, that prince had no fooner leftlllyri- 
cum to return to Gaul, than they patted the Danube, un- 
der the conduct of Fritigern, Alatheus, and Saphrax ; and, 
breaking into Thrace and Pannonia, advanced as far as 

Ma. 
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Macedon, deftroying every thing with fire and fword 
Zofimus relates, that thev laid wafte ThefTaly and Jlpirus^ 
and penetrated -as far as Achaia, without the ieaft oppofi- 
tion r . Theodofius, having in the mean time affembled his 
troops, took the field; and coming up with the enemy on 
the frontiers of Macedon, declined an engagement with 
forces fo much fuperior to him in number j but harafled 
them, by cutting off their parties, and intercepting their 
convoys. The Goths, apprifed of his defign, attacked the 
Roman camp in the night, made themfelves mafters of it, 
cut moll of the troops in pieces, and would have taken the 
emperor himfelf prifoner, had he not faved himfelf by 
flight, while the Goths were plundering the tents. Sucn. 
is the account of Zofimus. But Idatius % Marcellinus 
Gregory Nazianzen, who was then at Constantinople", and 
Philoftorgius w , an Arian writer, and confequently not par- 
tial to Theodofius, aflure us, that the emperor gained a <fh§*doJiui 
complete victory over the Goths; and that, upon his re- defeats th* 
turn to Conftantinople, he entered that metropolis in tri- Goths. 
umph. Jornandcs, who omits no opportunity of celebrat- 
ing the exploits of his Goths, takes no notice of their pre- 
tended victory over Theodofius. Befides, Gregory Nazi- 
anzen defcribes his triumphal entry into Conftantinople, of 
which he was an eye-witnefs ; and adds, that he well de- 
fended that honour, for having checked the fury of the 
Barbarians, who, confiding in their numbers and natural, 
fiercenefs, had ventured to engage a commander of his fu- 
perior talents. The next confuls were Fl. Syagrius and Fl. 
Eucherius, uncle, as is fuppofed, to Theodofius. Gratian 
was this year, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, at 
Milan on the twenty-ninth of March ; at Aquileia on the 
twenty-fecond of April, and eighth of May 5 and at Treves 
on the fourteenth of Odober. He returned to Aquileia on 
the twenty-fixth of December, and pafied the winter in that 
city *. As to the affairs in the Eaft, Theodofius continued 
at Conftantinople, at lead to the nineteenth of July. At All'the 
that metropolis he publiihed a law dated the tenth of Ja- churches 
nuary, forbidding heretics of all denominations to hold af- ^ elttve ^ 
femblies in cities, and commanding the churches through- J^JiV/. 
out the empire to be immediately given up to the Catholics. 
The execution of this law was committed to Sapor, one of 
the greateft generals of his time, with orders to drive out 
the heretics in every province, and put the Catholic paftors 

* Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 17. p. 649. ' Zof. p. 756. • Idat. 
Faft. t Marcel). Chi on. « Greg. Naz. C«r. i. p. ao. 

v Pbiloft. lib. ix. cap. 19. p. 133. * Cod. Tiieod. Cl»ron. p. 104. 

in 
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in pofleflion of the churches the feclaries had ufurped. Sa- 
por did not meet with the leaft difficulty in the execution 
of his commiffion, except at Antioch, where the Catholics 
were divided among themfelves ^. 
Yr of Fl. ^ *^' ls P CTlo & Athanaric, the molt powerful of all the 
*7*9 Gothic princes, who had maintained a three years war with 
A, D. 381. Valens, being expelled by a faction, took refuge in the 
U.C. 1129. Roman territories, notwithftanding his pretended oath 
^T" never to tread on Roman ground ; and, coming to Con- 
recun to ftantinople, was received with great marks of friendfhip by 
Theodofius, Theodofius, who went out to meet him, and attended him, 
dies, and and his numerous retinue, into the city. But Athanaric 
is interred died foon after his arrival ; and Theodofius caufed him to 
Tin ti a *~ ^ e buried after the Roman manner, with fuch pomp and fo- 
f * lemnity, that the Goths, who hod attended him in his 
flight, afloniftied at the magnificence of the funeral, re- 
turned home, refolved never to moleft the Romans ; nay, 
out of gratitude to the emperor, who had thus honoured 
the memory of their deceafed prince, they undertook to guard 
the banks of the Danube, and prevent the Romans from be- 
ing attacked on that fide *. Immediately before the death of 
Athanaric the philofopher Themiftius pronounced his fif- 
teenth oration in the palace before the emperor, in which he 
obferves,amongother things, that Theodofius, who was then 
in the third year of his reign, had granted innumerable fa- 
Tkefeeond vours, but had not condemned one pcrfon to death *. The 
ucumenkal pjous emperor, defirous to heal the divifions that rent the 
eQuncil. church, and to redrefsthe abufes which prevailed in the ftate, 
fummoned this year, in the month of May, the fecond ge- 
neral or oecumenical council, which was held at Conftanti- 
Several nople by all the bifliops of his dominions b . "While the coun- 
lawsof cil was affembling, the emperor publilhed a law, dated the 
Vheodpfms f econ ^ 0 f May, depriving fuch as had renounced the Chrif- 
2nr5?x. ** an ren £* on 10 embrace Paganifm, of the right of difpofing 
of their effects by will 0 . By another, dated the eighth of 
the fame month, he extends that penalty to the Manichees, 
whofe eftates he declares confiscated, unlefs their children 
fhould embrace the true religion ; in which cafe they were 
to enjoy the inheritance of their parents. In a council held 
before the emperor on the twenty-ninth of June, Theodo- 
fius declared, that the refpe& due to the priefthood not 
fuffering biftiops to be fummoned as witnefles, they were 

y Cod. Theod. Chron. lib. vi. tit. 5. leg 6. p. 117, 118. Tbeo- 
doret. lib. v. cap. a. p. 706. * Zof. lib. iv. p 758, 759. Oro£ 

lib. vii. cap/ 34. p. »*o. a Tbemilt Orac. xv. p. 185 — 190* 

t> Socr. lib. v. cap. 8. p. 264. c Cod. Theod. lib. xvi. tit. 7. leg. 1. 



Digitized by Google 



Eafiern and IVeJiern Empire. 283 

by the laws exempted from the obligation of appearing in 
courts of judicature. By an edict, dated the nineteenth 
of July, he forbids the Eunomians and Arians to build 
churches, either in the cities or in the country; and de- 
clares the places where they {hall have preached, or per- 
formed any other fun&ion, confifcated. All thefe laws 
are dated from Conftantinople ; but two others of the 
jtwenty-firft of July, from Heraclea in Thrace, whither the 
emperor had advanced againft the Barbarians who were ftill 
in arms. ZoOmus tells us, that having demanded afliftance 
of Gratian, that prince furniftied him with a conflderable 
body of troops, commanded by Baudo or Bauto, and Ar- 
bogaftes, who were both Franks, but experienced officers, 
and greatly attached to the empire. The former was fa- 
ther to Eudoxia the wife of A read i us, and maintained a 
correfpondence by letters with Symmachus' 1 . We (hall 
have occaGon to fpeak of the latter hereafter. Upon the 
arrival of thefe commanders, the Goths, who were ravag- 
ing Macedon and Theflaly, retired with precipitation into 
Thrace ; but not being able to fubfift in that province, which 
they themfelves had laid wafte the preceding year, they were 
forced to fubmit to Theodoflus. The emperor gained a The Scyri 
complete victory over the Scyri and Carpodaca?, who had, and Car* 
jointly with the Hunns, made an irruption into the empire, P°daca de~ 
and obliged them to pafs the Danube. We find the Scyri £t Ud j7 
frequently mentioned amongft the northern Barbarians; * 
but no farther notice is taken of the Carpodacae in hiftory. 
This campaign ended in September ; for on the fifth of 
that month the emperor was at Adrianople, and on the 
twenty-eight at Conftantinople e . 

In the following year, 382, when Antonius, called alfo 
Antoninus, and fuppofed to have been father-in-law to 
Theodofius, was conful with Syagrius, the neighbouring 
Barbarians broke into Italy, but were foon repulfed by Gra- 
tian, who parted the greateft part of this year at Milan, or 
in that neighbourhood, watching their motions. From 
fpme laws publifhed in the month of September of this 
year, it appears, that the emperor was forced to raife new 
kvies, and demand extraordinary fubfidies for the defence 
of Rhsetia and Illyricum. As Rome was infefted by mul- A law of 
titudes of beggars, Gratian, by a law dated the twentieth Gratia*. 
of June, ordered Severus, prefect of the city, to feize thofc a Z ain ft 
who were capable of earning their livelihood by labour, and e & arSm 
tpbeilow them upon thofe who lhall have informed againft 

* Zof. lib. iv. p. 757. Symm. lib. iv. cpift. 15, 16, p 150. « Cod. 
^bcodof.Chron. p. 105, & feq. 

them, 
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them, cither as flares, if they were fuch by condition, or 
to be employed the remaining part of their lives, if they 
were free-born, in tilling their grounds, and in other works 
of agriculture. By another law, dated the eighteenth of 
Auguft, he fufpended, for the fpace of thirty days, the 
execution of all criminals, reckoning from the day they 
He cattft$ received fentence. He ordered the altar of Victory, which 
the altar of flood in the place where the Roman fenate aflembled, to 
b'fremov- rcmove ^> ^ declared the revenues belonging to it con - 
gdmrtf fifcated 1 . At the fame time he declared void and null all 
the fenate. the privileges and exemptions granted by other emperors to 
the Pagan pontiffs, or to the Veftal virgtns, ordering the 
officers of the revenue to confiscate the lands, which, for 
the future, mould be bequeathed to them or their temples. 
The Pagan fenators fent deputies, at the head of whom 
was Symmachus, to prevail upon the emperor to revoke 
thefc laws ; but Gratia n would not admit them to his pre- 
fence *. 

Laws of The heretics received no lefs fevere treatment in the Eaft 
theodofius from Theodofius, than the Pagans in the Weft from Gra- 
agawft t j an . for, by a j aw d a ted the laft of March, he declared 
ere us. { uc h 0 f the JVlanichees, as were then known by the names 
of Encratica?, Saccofori, and Hydroparaftatae, that is, the 
Continent, the Sack-bearers, the Water-drinkers, guilty 
of death, and likewife again ft fuch as, in the celebration 
of Eaftcr, differed as to the day from other Chriftians. As 
the Goths had been driven out of Macedon, and (hut up in 
Thrace, where they could not fubfift, Theodofius, not 
willing to drive them to defpair, received their deputies in 
The Goth a very kind manner ; and as they could not return to their 
fubmitto own country, which was fubjecl to the Hunns, upon lay- 
Ikeodofius. j n g $ own t hcir arms, he allowed them to fettle in Thrace 
and IVlcefia, which two provinces were almoft entirely un- 
peopled, by the frequent incurfions of the neighbouring 
Barbarians and the late wars. The emperor exempted 
them from all the tributes and taxes that were paid by the 
other fubje&s of the empire This was in all likelihood 
one of the articles on which" they fubmitted. Great num- 
bers entered into the Roman fervice ; but formed a fcparate 
body, and were commanded by officers of their own nation, 
a circumftance which proved the fource of many evils ; but 
as they were well acquainted with the avarice, injuftice, 
and cruelty of the Roman officers, they infilled upon con- 
tinuing united, in order to fecure themfelves againft the- 

f Cod. Thcod. lib. x. tit. 16. leg. 10 p. 998. g Ambrof. cp. 

it. p. i 95 . Symm. lib. x. ep, 54. p. 455, 456. h Tbcmift. Orac, 

xvi. p. 199. 

infults 
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intuits they had reafon to apprehend when difperfed among M 
the Roman troops. 

The next confuls were Fl. Merobaudes the fecond time, 
and Flavius Satuminus. Gratian was, from the twenty- 
ninth of January of this year 383, to the fecond of May, at 
Milan; at Padua on the twenty-feventh and twenty-eighth 
of the fame month j and at Verona on the feventeenth of 
June This year is remarkable for a dreadful famine that 
raged in Rome, but more on account of the difturbances 
raifed in the ftate by Maxim us, which terminated the life and 
reign of the excellent emperor Gratian ( Y). That ufurper, 
feeing Theodofius raifed to the empire, fays Zofimus, 
while he could not attain to any confiderable employment, 
urged by jealoufy and envy, began to encourage the aver- 
Con of the Roman foldiers to Gratian, whom they confider- 
ed as too great an encourager of foreigners; infomuch that, Maxima* 
in the end, they revolted, declared Maximus emperor, and, revolts in 
with the ufual lolemnity, bellowed on him the purple and ^ r/< *'*» 
diadem. He pretended, that he was allied to Theodofius, 
and that it was with his participation and confent he had 
afiumed the fovereignty k . Orofius ftyles him a man of cou- His ehu* 
rage, and worthy of the empire, had he attained it by law* raOtr* 
ful means 1 j and Sulpitius fpeaks of him as a perfon who, 
except this ufurpation, deferved in every other refpec~t, to 
be efteemed and commended ra . Gregory of Tours relates, 
that before his ufurpation, he had gained feveral fignal 
victories in Britain B . 

Maximus at firft was fupported only by a fmall number of 
the inhabitants of this ifland ; but others flocking to him 
from all parts of Britain, he found himfelf, in a very fliort 
fpace, at the head of a powerful army, which he im- 
mediately tranfported into Gaul. Landing at the mouth of He pages 
the Rhine, he prevailed upon the neighbouring provinces «w 
to revolt from Gratian, and join him, not fo much by force Ga 
of arms, as by art and addrefs 0 ; extending, fays Gildas, 

*Cod. Theod. Chron. p. 108, 109. * Zof. p. 760. 1 Orof. 
lib. vii. cap. 34. p. 320. « Sulp. Sev. lib. ii. cap. 7. p. 290. 
n Greg.Tur. HUt. Franc, lib.i. Cap. 43. p. 30. 0 Zof. lib. iv. p. 760. 

(Y) That ufurper, named ed in the meaneft offices (1). 

Magnus Clemens Maximus, Zofimus pretends, that he ferv- 

was, according to Zofimus, a na- ed in Britain with Theodofius, 

tire of Spain, brought up, lays who, as we have obferved al- 

Pacatus, in the family or Theo- ready, attended his father into 

dofiut as a fervant, and employ- this ifland in the year 368. 

(1) Pacat. p. 164, 

by 
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p * by lies and perjuries, the empire which he had acquired 
wickednefs and rebellion ?. Gratian was then at war witti 
the Germans called Juthongi ; but he no fooner' heard of 
the arrival of the ufurper in Gaul, than he marched to 
Treves, to put a Hop to his farther progrefs. On his route, 
great part of his troops, corrupted by the emiffaries of 
Maximus, abandoned him, to join the ufurper. However, 
thinking himfelf (till a match for Maximus, he left Treves, 
went in queft of his enemy, and offered him battle Gra- 
tian's army was commanded by Merobaudes, and count 
Balio, an officer of tried valour and fidelity r . Some authors 
write, that a battle was fought near Paris ; but Zofimus 
tells us, that the two armies continued for five days to- 
gether in the prefence of each other, without any action, 
except a few fkirmifhes, in which no great advantage was 
gained on either fide ; but that, at length, the troops of 
Gratian, provoked at his {hewing fo much favour, and giv- 
ing the preference, to foreigners, as if he chiefly relied on 
Yr. ofFl. their courage and fidelity, fhamefully deferted him. Gra- 
»"!»• tian, finding himfelf betrayed and abandoned, fled to the 
A.D. 383. Alps, attended only by three hundred horfemen ; and, hav- 
* '"'l 1 * ing reached Lyons, after he had been refufed admittance 
Grattan ' nt0 other cities, was taken prifoner, and foon after put to 
abandonti death Thus died Gratian, in the flower of his age, hav- 
ty hu «r- ing lived only twenty-four years, and three or four months, 
™} % and reigned, from the time he had been created emperor, 

Veai^a!* fifteen years, and one day ; but, from the death of his fa- 
hjons. tber only feven years, and nine months *. He married in 
' 374, or 37$t Conflantia, the pofthumous daughter of the 
emperor Conftantius, and had by her a fon, and other chil- 
dren u ; but they all died, it feems, before him w , as did 
Jikewife his wife Conftantia, whofe body was brought this 
year to Conftantinople, according to Idatius, and the 
chronicle of Alexandria, on the thirty-firft of Auguft, and 
interred on the fecond of December. Gratian was, not 
long before his death, marriecLto his fecond wife Lseta x , 
to whom, as well as to her mother, by name PifTamine, 
Theodofius allowed a yearly penfion, to fupport them ac- 
cording to their rank, which they employed in relieving 
the poor of Rome, when that city was befieged by Alaric 

p Gild. Excid. Brit. cap. 10, n, p. 117. <j Socrat. lib, v. cap. U. 
p. 170. Soz. lib. vii. cap. 13. p. 710. r Profp. p. 167. Arabrof. 
Ep. 56. p. 3*0, 3*1. • Orof. lib. vii. cap. 34. p. *»o. Hier. 
Chron. p. 26. Ambrof. Pfal. Ixi. p. 746. « Socr. lib. v. cap. n. 
p. 270. Marcell. Cbron. « Aug. Civit. Dei, lib. v. cap. 45. 

* Ttisodor. lib. v. cap. tz, p. 7**, * Soz. lib. vii. cap. 1 j. p. 7x1. 

in 
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in the year 408 J\ The death of Gratian was no fooner 
known at Milan, than St. Ambrofe, who had lived in great 
intimacy with him, and was deeply affe&ed with the lofs 
of fuch an excellent and inimitable prince, as he flyles him, 
went from that city to demand his body of Maximus, in the 
name of Valentinian. But the ufurper refufedit, pretend- 
ing, that the tranfporting of his aflies would ferve only to 
renew the grief of the foldiery z . However, they were 
afterwards brought to Milan, and interred near the tomb of 
Valentinian II. 

All writers, whether Chriftians or Pagans* agree, that he His cha- 
was endowed with every good quality neceffary in a prince, faQtr, 
extolling unanimoufly his modefty, his juftice, his modera- 
tion, and defire of doing good, in which he feemed to place 
his chief happinefs. Ammianus Marcellinus, though a 
zealous Pagan, maintains, that he would have equalled the 
greateft princes of antiquity, had he lived longer; but, at 
the fame time, cenfurcs him, for being too much addicted 
to hunting, and other diverfions * ; which may be juftly 
attributed to his youth ; and for which he would, in all . 
likelihood, have made ample amends by applying ferioufly 
to bufinefs in his riper years. St. Ambrofe, Theodoret, 
Ruffinus, Aufonius, and even ZoOmus himfelf, give us a 
great idea of his piety, in which he furpaifed all his prede- 
ceflbrs, Conftantine himfelf not excepted. St. Ambrofe, 
in his anfwer to a letter the emperor had written to him, 
flylcs him Moft Chriftian b . The laws he enacted in favour 
of the catholics, are inftances of his zeal for the orthodox 
faith. 

Maximus was no fooner informed of the death of Gra- Maximus 
tian, than he took his fon Flavius Victor for his colleague declarts kit 
in the power he had ufurped, and gave him, though then ^"^ 0 f or 
only an infant, the title of Auguftus. The ufurper fixed ^ aZtte ' 
the feat of his empire at Treves, and extended his wings, 
to ufe the expreflion of Gildas c , over Spain and Britain, 
being matter, according to Zofimus d , of all the countries, 
which Gratian, in the divifion of the weftern provinces, had 
referved for himfelf. We do not find that he put any of Puts Ms- 
Gratian's favourites to death, except Merobaudes, the con- robaudes 
ful of this year, and Balio, or, as fome ftyle him, Vallio, and B alto 
one of the oeft officers of his age : their only crime was their t0 
inviolable attachment to Gratian, by whom they had been 



r S07. lib. vii. cap. 13. p.711. Zof. lib. v. p. 815. * Ambrof. 
Pfal. Ixi. p. 849. * Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 344. b Ambrof. 
dc Fid. p. xio. c Gi d, Excid. Brit. cap. 10. p. 117, * Zof. 
p. 766, 

raifed 
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raifed to the greateft offices in the ftate e . Merobaudes re- 
ceived orders from the tyrant to difpatch himfelf ; an order 
with which he complied, to avoid a more ignominious 
death f . As Maximus had brought over with him into Gaul 
the flower of the Britifli youth, and the Roman foldiers 
quartered in the ifland, the country remained by that means 
expofed to the incurfions of the Scots and Pi&s, who, 
meeting with little oppofition, over-ran the northern parts, 
committing dreadful ravages (Z). Of Aufonius; who was 
preceptor to Gratian, we (hall fpeak in our note (A). Theo- 

doGus, 

« Pacat. p. 167. Ambrof. Ep. 56. p. 3*0. f Pacat. ibid. 

(Z) The Romans at different feflbrs of grammar and rheto- 
times fent over troops to drive ricJCa). When he had finiftied 
thera back into their own coun- his ftudies, he firft pleaded at 
try ; but they conftantly return- the bar, and afterwards taught 
ed, and continued haraffing the grammar and rhetoric ; which 
Roman provinces till the ar« profeflion he followed for the 
rival of the Angles and Saxons, lpace of near thirty years, till 
who made themfelves matters of he was by Valentinian I. ap- 
that part of the ifland which is pointed preceptor to his fon 
now known by the name of Gratian in 367, whom he at- 
England, about the middle of tended into Germany the fol- 
the fifth century (1). Thofe lowing year 368 (4). He had, 
Britains who attended Maxi- foon after, fome employment at 
mus into Gaul, never returned court, with the title of comes or 
to their native country ; but count, and was, by degrees, 
are fuppofed to have fettled in railed to the firft offices in the 
Armorica, which was allotted ltate. He wrote verfes on all 
to them by Maximus, and, the emperors who had reigned 
from its new inhabitants, called till his time* and likewife con- 
Britannia, now Bretagne (2). fular tables, extending to the 

(A) Decius, or rather Deci- year 382, or 383 (5). But 

mus M.ignus Aufonius, was a the latter work has been long 

native of Bourdeaux. He ftu- fince loll, and of the former 

died rhetoric under his uncle only a fmall part has reached 

Arborius at Touloufe, where us." His poem on the Mofelle 

Arborius taught about the year was greatly efteemed by Sym- 

325, before he was invited to machus (6), and is ft'ill looked 

Conftantinople by Conftantine: upon by the bed judges as his 

he ftudied likewife at Bour- mafter-piece (7). The emperor 

deaux under Minervius, Nepo- Theodolius, who had a parti- 

tianus, and Staphylus, pro- cular efteem for him, wrote to 

(1) Gild. cap. ti. p. 117. (t) Idem, ibid. Utter, p. 1991 200. 
(3) Vorfus in Clar. Urb. p. »o8. Epift. p. 457. Idyl. p. 367. Profeff. 
Burdeg. Car. 14, 25. p. 156, 169. (4) Idyl. 32. p. 367. Epift. 4. 

p. 418. (5) Aufon. p. 136, 199, 375. (6) Sym. lib. i. Epilt 8. 
P- 9« (7) vi de Baillet, p. 47a, 

him 
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dofius, who had remained- this year at Constantinople, or 
the neighbourhood of that metropolis, wa$ no Jopner in- 
formed of the death of Gratjan, than he afTembled all his 
forces, with a defign to march againft the ufurper, and 
prevent him from feizing on Italy and Weil-iHyricum, be** 
longing to young Valentinian. But, in ithe mean time^ 
Maximus having a flu red him by^ deputies, that he had no 
defign upon the dominions of Valentinian, but that he 
would fuffer him peaceably to reign in Italy, Africa, and 
Ulyricum, Theodofius deferred his journey co the Weft 8 . 
Not long after, Maximus .fent his great chamberlain to Maximut 
Tbeodofius, not to make an apology, fays Zofimus h , for the *» 
murder of Gratian, but to propofe an alliance again ft the tv&/#- 
common enemies of the empire; and, in cafe he rejected dejuj, 
that friendly offer, to denounce war againft him* Theo- 
dofius, not thinking the glory that might accrue from re-, 
venging the death of Gratian a fufficient motive for enter- 
ing into a war, which he forefaw would be attended with 
great evils, and perhaps with the ruin of the empire, the 
neighbouring Barbarians being ready to invade it on all 
fides, embraced the propofals of Maximus ; and, acknow- mufo al- 
leging him for his colleague, fent Cynegus, then comes lar- knotvUgct 
gitionum, and afterwards prefect of the Eaft, into Egypt, Ai "jJ or 
with orders to proclaim Maximus there, and to caufe his €0 ta&ut * 
image to be raifed in Alexandria. In the beginning of the 
prefent year 383, that is, on the fixteenth, or, as others 
aflert, on the nineteenth of January, Theodofius declared 
his fon Arcadius emperor l . The ceremony was performed A'cadiut 
with extraordinary pomp at the palace of Hebdomon, di- declared. 
ftant feven miles from Conftantinople. Arcadius was then im P erer * 
about fix years old ; for at the time of his death, which 
happened on the firft of May 408, he was, according to 
Socrates, in the thirty-firft year of his age k . Valenti- 
nian II. who po defied the weftern provinces of Ulyricum, 
with Italy and Africa, while Maximus held Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain, was at this time but twelve, or at molt thirteen 
years old j and the great difturbances which his mother 

♦ 

c Themift. Or. xviii. p. aao. h Zof. lib. iv. p, 764. * Idar. 
Marcell. Profp. Cbron. X Socr. lib. vi. cap. 23. p. 332. 

him ivith his own hand, de- great intimacy, as appears from, 
rnanding his works (8). Aufo- their letters to each other (9). 
nius and Symtnachus lived in 

(») Aufon. p. t. (9) Vid. Aufon. Oper. Symmaclu Epift. 

Bji I lot. Jugemens de* Scavant. 

Vol. XIV. U. Juftina 
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jttflina ratfcd, by warmly efpoufing the caufeof the Arians, 
give us room to believe, that (he reigned in her fon*« name. 
Under her Probus, who had been conful in 371, and pre- 
feci of Illyricum and Italy in 368, had the chief direction 
of affairs 1 ; but, in all matters of moment, the young prince 
had recourfe to Theodouus n * and Orofiua ftyles Theocto- 
fius fole emperor, after the death of Gratian, of the 
We (tern, as well as the Eaft ern provinces °. 

The next confuls were Riehomer and Clearches. The 
former was of the royal blood of the Franks, had been 
comes domefticorun under Gratian, and was left by that 
prince with Theodofius, when created emperor. This 
year Proculus, count of the Eaft, being accufed of extor- 
tion, and fever a 1 outrages committed by his orders at 
Daphne near Antioch, was ignominioufly depofed, and 
obliged to conceal himfelf,till the rage of the multitude was 
appeafed °. Icarius, the fon of Theodorus, who had con- 
fpired againft Valens, was appointed count of the Eaft in 
his room ; which office he discharged with great rigour and 
feveriey, not fparing even the public magiftrates, whom he 
pot to the rack, in defiance of the laws, fays Ltbanius, 
Afam'nt which had been but lately publifhed. At this period, a fa- 
in Sjr ia . mine, attended, as ufual, with a dreadful plague, raged in 
Antioch, and moft other cities of Syria. The plague foon 
ceafed ; but the famine continuing, Libanius, in the name 
of the people of Antioch, had recourfe to Icarius entreat- 
ing him to relieve the poor, who had flocked from all parts 
to that metropolis, and were daily pertfliing in great num- 
Thtrruthy fors w ith hunger. But Icarius, without being in the leaft 
•/ Icar.tu. jflf € ft C( i w ; t h their calamity, returned no other anfwer, 
than that they were abhorred, and juftly punifhed, by the 
I.a'ivi gods. Theodofius, refolving to extirpate the idolatrons 
f£''' H • w° r *hip °f the Pagan gods, ena£ted feveral laws, forbidding 
all his fubjecls, on pain of death, or perpetual baniihmenr, 
to offer facriflces to idols ; to confult arufbices, or diviners 
of what denomination foever ; or to praclife any of thofe 
ceremonies, which have been forbidden by his Chriftian 
predeccflbrs (B). Theodofius 

1 Sot. lib. vii. cap. 13. p. 720. m Ambrof. ep. 1 r. p. 195. 

* Orof. lib. vii. cap. 35. p. 220. 0 Liban. Vit. p. 65. & Orat. xx. 
p. 471. 

(B) Zofimus tells us, that verity again ft thofe who wor- 

Theodofius proclaimed war a- ftiipped them, that no one dared 

ghinft the gods ; that he at- to own he believed there were 

tacked them in their temples ; gods, or could, with fafety, lift 

that he proceeded with fuch fe- up his eyes to heaven, and adore 

the 
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Theodofius pafled moft part of this year at Conftanti- Yr. of Fl. 
nopie, where he enacted a law, denouncing death to tjiofe A % Jf\ t 
who (hould marry their own nieces, or even the nieces of p * c . g J!£ 

their wives and ordered ftrict fearch to be made for the 1 

Eunomian, Macedonian* Arian, and Apollinarian biftiops Afzltmn 
and clergy, who were expelled from the city. It was at 'mbaffy 
this sera that he received a folemn embafly fent by the king 
of Perfia, to folicit, or rather to buy, a peace, wiih rich 9 J fj r j£f 
prefents, and to excufe, by his fubmiffion, all the evils, 
which, till that timet the Romans had fuffered from the 
Perfian nation* They had loll their great king Sapor II. 
who died about the year 379, after having lived and reigned 
feventy years. The ambafladors were fent by Sapor III. 
his fucceflbr. Orofms writes, that a treaty was concluded tvitk 
between the Perfians and Romans, in virtue of which the 
whole Kaft enjoyed a profound tranquility at the time he €9H€la *' * 
was compofing his hiftory ; that is, about the year 416 p. 
Thr articles of this treaty are not recorded by any hifto- 
rian; but from a law of Theodofius, dated the fourteenth 
of June 387, and addrelTed to Gaddanes, fatapra or gover- 
nor of Sopbene, it appears, that the authority of the Roman 
emperors was acknowleged in that province, which, by 
moft geographers, is placed in the fouth of Armenia, and 
is reckoned, by fome hiftorians, one of the five provinces 
which Jovian iurrendered to the Perfians. While the Per- 
fian ambafladors were at Conftantinople, a fecond fon was 

p Orof. lib. vii. cap. 35. p. no. 

the ftars that mine there (r). his fpeech with threatening, 
Libanius writes, that, on a cer- that the country people, who 
tain occafion, (landing in need were more attached to the reli- 
ef the afllftance of the gods, he gion of their anceftors, than 
had recourfe to their altars ; the inhabitants of the cities, 
but, not daring to implore their will, if farther provoked, take 
protection, or (he J a tear before arms, and defend theip by force 
their ftatues, he only lamented (3). The attachment of the 
his unhappy condition (2). It country people, or inhabitants 
was on occafion of the above- of villages, called by the Latins 
mentioned laws, that Libanius pagan i, to their idols and tern - 
made his famous fpeech in de- pies, gave rife to the denomi- 
fence of the temples, wherein nation of pagan us or pagan, 
he inveighs with great acrimony which began about this time to 
againtt the monks f blames the be given to all who worfhipped 
conduct of Con [lantine the idols (4). 
Great ; extols Julian ; and ends 

(1) Zof. p. 758. (*) Lib. Vit. p. 6j. (3) Idem, Orat. pro 
temp. p. 10— 6 j. (4) Zof. p. 738. l«>b. Vit. p. 63. 

V 2 bom 
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HonorUu torn to the emperor in that city on the ninth of September* 
barn, Theodofius gave him the name of Honorius, to honour, 
fays the poet Claudian, the memory of his brother 1, diftin- 
" guilhed him with the title of nobiliflimus, or moft noble, 
and named him conful for the year 386 r . 
9% ... ' The Sarrriatians having made an irtuption into the dcW 
• *• iriiniorfs of Valentinian, he difpatched one of his generals^ 
m^iff'sde againft them, who repulfed them wixh great (laughter, and' 
Jeaudby*' t P^! i rnan V prifoners, who were fent to Rome, to be either 
thi troops rriaffacred in the (hews of gladiators, or deftroyed by wild. 
•jValtnti- be^afts. The emperor, in the letter which he wrote to the 
nian, fenate, acquainting them with the fuccefs that had attended" 
his arms, bellowed the higheft encomiums on the general 
. who commanded on that occasion 9 . Valentinian himfelf 
. continued the whole year in Italy; during the months oF 
;March and April he was at Milian ; at Aquileia in the 
montli of September •, and again at Milan in Oaober, and . 
the two remaining "months of the year 1 . .By a law, dated 
the twenty- fecond of March, which Was this year Good-' 
Friday, he commanded all the prifoners, who were not 
charged with the enormous crimes mentioned in the law, 
td be releafed in honour of the approaching great feftiyat. " 
Pnetixta- This year died Vettius Agorius Praetextatus, a perfori 
tus diss. greatlv extolled, as one of the moft deferving men of "his 
a £ e > W Amrniahtis Marcellinus, who wrote his hiftory 
about this time, by Zofimus, Symmachus, Libanius, and, 
in general, by all the Pagan writers; for he was not only 
a Pagan himfelf, but augur, high-pontiff of Vefta and the 
Symmachus Sun, and the head of the Pagan fuperftition. About this 
madepre- time Symmachus was appointed prefect of Rome, in which 
iilmt employment he acquitted himfelf with great reputation, 
and procured a law from the emperor, moderating the ex- 
pences of the new confuls, praetors, and quseftors. The 
confuls ufed, agreeably to a cuftom which then prevailed, 
to fend rich prefects to their friends* and to alt perfons of 
diftinclion ; and the praetors and quaeftors to expend im- 
mcnfe fums in the public fports, which they were bound to 
exhibit. The value of the prefcnts to be given by the con- 
fuls, and the fums to be laid out in the public fliews by the 
two other magiftrates, were fixed by this law, and thofe 
declared infamous who ftiould folicit an exemption from it u . 

. A famine being apprehended in Rome,* in confequence 
of the fcarcity of corn in Africa, which ufed of late years 

q Chud. de Ser. p. 104.. » Socr. lib. v. cap. n. p. 171. Theoph. 
p. 59. » Svmm. lib. x. ep. 61. p. 461. t Cod. Tbeod Chron. 
• p. 112. v * «.Symm» ep. ti, p. 402, & cod. Theodor* tit. 5. 

to 
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to fupply that metropolis, TheodoCus, at the requcft oi Tkeodojius 
Symmachus, delivered the Roman people from the danger # 
that threatened them, by fending great plenty of grain from 
Egypt and Macedon. For this fcafonable 'fupply, Symma- 
chus returned thanks, not only to Theodofius, but to count 
Kicomer, and like wife to Rufinus, who, it feems, made al- 
xeady fome figure in the emperor's court. The great power 
he afterwards acquired does not redound to the honour of 
Theodofius. Valentinian palled the firft fix months of this 
year at Milan, and the reft either at Aquileia or Verona. 
Though he enacted feveral excellent laws in favour of the 
church, yet he fuffered his mother Juftina to perfecute and 
opprefs the Catholics, becaufe they would not yield the 
great church of Milan to the Ari wis, whom Ihe counte- 
nanced and protected*. Theodofius continued all this 
time at Conftantinople, where a dangerous confpiracy was 
formed againft him ; but difcovered a little before it was 
ripe for execution. Mod of the confpirators were appre- He for- 
hended, tried, and fentenced to death j but Theodofius ge- gives thc/$ 
neroufly pardoned them, and would not allow any enqui- *vAo had 
ries to be made after their accomplices, though fome (0n fP ir *<* 
perfons, in whom he rcpofed great confidence, were fuf- Jf*/ 
peeled x . 

Not long after died at Conftantinople the emperor's The death 
daughter Pulcheria, who was foon followed by the emprefs o/Pmkht- 
Flaccilla her mother, to the great grief of Theodofius. who rm > anii 
was a no lefs tender father than hufband. The emprefs jj m*r*ft 
died at Scotuminum in Thrace, where (he was drinking the fi a(a n a / 
waters for the recovery of her health ; but her body was 
brought to Conftantinople, and interred with extraordinary 
pomp and magnificence. The next confuls were Honcv 
rius, ftyled in the fafti, nobiliflimus pucr, and Evodius, 
perhaps the prefect of Gaul under Maximus. Theodofiuc 
continued at Conftantinople till the third of September, 
when he is fuppofed to have left that metropolis, in order 
to march againft the Greuthongi, who were ready to pafs 
the Danube, and invade the empire, under the conduct of 
Odotheus, whom Claudian honours with the title of king y. 
. The Barbarians were attacked, and totally defeated, by the theodo/tus 
two emperors Theodofius and Arcadius, who returned to gams a 
Conftantinople with an incredible number cf captives, and S rfat 
entered that city in triumph on the twelfth of October. ^Guu 

The emperor, foon after his return to Conftantinople, thongi. 
married to his fecon^l wife Galla, filter to Valentinian 11. Hemarr'w 

Galla. 

" Socr. lib. v. cap. ti, * Themift. OratS jTik, j*. 231. Y Craud. 
ffOflf, Hon* 4. p, 5$, 

U 3 and 
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and daughter to Valentiftlaft I. by the emprefs juftina. He 
had by her a fon called Gratian, who died before his fa- 
ther, and a daughter flatbed Galla PJacidia, of whom we 
ihall have frequent occafion to fneak in the reign of her 
brother Honorius, and her fon valentinian III*. Valen* 
tinian was at Milan on the eighteenth of January; at Ti* 
cinum or Pavia on the fifteenth 6f February at Aquilei* 
on the twentieth of April ; at Milan during the months of 
June and July \ at Aquileia on the thifd of November ; and 
again at Milan on the eighteenth of the lame month, and 
on the third of December *, 

The next confuls were the emperor Valentinian the third 
time, and Eotropius, who had been proconful of Ada, and 
afterwards prefect of the Eaft* In the beginning of this 
year, 387, Theodofius publiihed a law, addrefied to all 
the cities of the Eaft, enjoining the magiftrates to honour 
the folemnity of Eafter, by fetting at liberty fuch as, on 
the approach of that great feftival, they (hould find in 
their prifons, unlefs they had been confined for very enor* 
mous crimes. It was on this occaGon that the emperor 
uttered thofe memorable words ; ** I wifh it were in my 
power to reftore life to the dead b * Theodofius, find-» 
ing the treafury exhaufted, and being on the other hand 
obliged to celebrate, according to cuftom, the fifth year 
of the reign of his fon Arcadius, tb which he added, tt • 
feems, the folemnity of the tenth year of his own feign, 
though he was then only in his nintn, an extraordinary tax 
was laid on the people to defray that expence c ; for we art) 
told, that on fuch occafions, each foldier received five pieces 
A fr&ttQu °^ g 0 ^*. Moft cities fubmitted chearfully to this burden ; 
at An- but the people of Antioch complaining 01 it as an unrea- 
ii9ch\ fonable oppreffion, crouded to the houfe of Flavianus their 
biiliop, as foon as the edict was publiflied, to implore his 
protection ; but not finding him they returned to the forum, 
and would have torn the governor of the city in pieces, had 
not the officers who attended him, with much difficulty, re* 
ftrained the enraged multitude till he made his efcape. Be- 
ing prevented from venting their fury upon him, they fell 
upon the emperor's ftatues, broke fome of them, and drag- 
ged others, with the ftatues of his two fons, Arcadius and 
Honorius, of the late emprefs Flaccilla, and of his father 
Theodofius, through the chief ftreets of the city, uttering 
the whole time moil injurious and abufive reflections again ft 
their, perfons* Having demolHhed moft of the emperor's 

» Pbiloft. lib. x. cap t 7. p. 139. • pod, Tbeod. Chron. p. 

? « 5 — 1 a 7 . t Cbryf torn. 1. Orat. vi. p. 8$. ? Liban. Of at, 
p. i Anwian, p. y+ 

ftatues 
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ftatues* they fet fire to the houfe of one of the principal ci- 
tizens, to whom they bore fome hatred ; and would have 
committed other diforders, had they not been difperfed by 
a body of archers, who, by wounding only two of the rab- 
ble, ftruck terror into all the reft. The governor, hearing which it 
the archers were come, ihewed himfelf to the multitude, a PP<«M* 
and, with an air of authority, commanded them to difperfe, ™£J ,/ 
and retire to their houfe*. Thus was the fedition quelled, ,7 p u mjhtd. 
and the city reftored by noon to its former 



The twoperfons, who had been wounded by the archers, 7 he entity 
being taken, informed againft their accomplices, who were 'f^n*- 
all by different ways put to death by the governor of the ZZX 
city : fome were beheaded, others expofed to the wild citixtns •/ 
beafts in the theatre, and fome burnt alive ; he did not Antioch* 
even fpare the children who had infulted the emperor's 
ftatues ; and caufed feveral perfons to be executed who had 
been fpc&ators only of the injuries offered c . While the 
cruel governor was proceeding with inexorable feverity 
againft the unhappy Antiochians, almoft without diiiindion 
of guilty or innocent, a report was fpread, that a body of 
troops was ordered to plunder the city, and put all the in- 
habitants to the fword, without distinction of fex, age, or 
condition. Hereupon the populous metropolis of Syria 
was at once turned into a defer* , the citizens abandoning, 
in the utmoft terror and confufion, their dwellings, and re- 
tiring with their wives and families to mountains and de- 
ferts. As that report proved g round lefs fome returned to 
their native country \ but the far greater part, dreading the 
cruelty of the governor, and the refentment of the emperor, 
kept themfelves concealed in the neighbouring cities, or 
amongii the rocks and mountains (C). In the mean time 

' «€hryf. Homil. iii.p.^Theod. lib. v.ctp. 19. p. 731. Lib. p. 397. 

(C) Tothofe who returned, and zeal of the preacher, joined 

St. Chryfoftom preached fome to the appreherifion they were 

of thofe inimitable homilies, under of the effects of the em- 

which have reached our times, peror's indignation, wrought 

and are wonderfully adapted to a great change in that licentious 

induce them to repentance, and anddhTolute people, as appears 

to make them confider the dan- not only from St. Chryfoftorn 

ger that threatened them, as himfelf (2), but from So/o- 

drawn down from heaven by men (3), and even from Li- 

their nus(i). The eloquence banius(4). 

(1) Vide Chryf. Horn. ii. p. as. Horn. xi. p. 127. Horn. vi. p. 86* 
Horn. hf. p. 54* (1) Idem, p. 169. (3)Soz. lib. vii. cap. 
* J p. 741. (4) Lib. Orat. ziv. p. 403. 

U 4 Thcodofius 
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Theodofius being informed of what had pafled at Antiocb, 
and particularly of the infults offered to his ftatues, and to 
Tktodojius thofe of his father, of the late emprefs, and of his children, 
highly pro- was provoked to fuch a degree, that, in the firft transports 

™aini *in of his * ux 7' he commanded tnc citv t0 De * aid m aflies, and 
g c Ti" 0 f Ai\r the inhabitants, without dtffcin&ion of fex or age, to be 
$ipcA. maflacred. This order (hews that he was naturally cho» 
leric, and apt to enter into the moil violent meafures. He 
was the more incenfed, as he had diftinguimed Antioch by 
particular marks of favour. He defigned to refide there 
occasionally *, and with that view had built a magnificent 
palace at. Daphne, and another in the old city, befides fe- 
deral other ftru£r.ure$, with which he had at a great ex- 
pence embellifhed that metropolis f . But nothing incenfed 
bim fo much again ft that ungrateful city, as their having 
putragepufly infulted even the dead, that is, his father, and 
the ernprefs J ; laccilla, However, as his wrath was foon 
appeafed, he revoked the order he had given, and con- 
tented himfelf for the prefent with caufing the public baths, 
the theatre, and the circus to be (hut up, with degrading 
the city from the rank of a metropolis, and fuhje&ing it as 
a common village to its rival Laodicea&. A certain quan- 
tity of bread was daily diftributed among the poor, as at 
Rome and Cpnftantinople, ; and of this bounty too the em- 
peror thought fittp deprive them, 
Jppunts Thefe puniftiments Theodofius inflicted on the Antio- 
^*and ^ mans m general ; but at the fame time he difpatched Cae- 
jw/njb of- ^ ar ' us > wagifter officiorum, and Ellebichus, magifter mi- 
fenden. litum, pr general, with power to try and punifli thofe who 
b^d been concerned in the late riot. As the judges ap- 
proached the city, all the people went out to meet tbem, 
and were received, efpecially by Ellebichus, in a very oblig- 
ing manner, which, in fome degree, allayed their fears. 
Next morning the two com mi (Doners, having placed guards 
in the feveral quarters of the city to reft rain the people from 
aflembling, fummpned all the members of the fenate or 
public council, examined them concerning the late riot, 
heard with great patience what they alleged in their own 
defence, and in that of their fellow-citizens ; and after va- 
rious enquiries difmifled them, highly fatisfied with the 
treatment they had received, efpecially from EllebichuSj 
who could not refrain from tears when they, throwing 
jhemfelves at his feet, implored his protection. The com- 
panion and good-nature he (hewed on thisoccafion revived 

f Theod. lib. v. cap. 18. p. 731. Sccap. 19. p. 733. s Chryf. 

prat. xii. p. 127. Lib. Orat. xvii. p. 197. 

the 
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die whole city ; their fears began to fubfidc, and joy ap- 
peared in every countenance. 

But the fcene foon changed \ for Ellebichus having cauf- ElUbichms, 
ed great numbers of perfons of all ranks to be feized in the «»f of the 
night, upon private informations, repaired early next morn- ^ ud8 f s,f> -V 
ing to the place where jufticc was ufually adminiftered ; YhfutmoM 
and, ordering the prifoners to be brought in chains before fevtritj* 
his tribunal, fentenced fuch of them to death as owned their 
crime, ana" ordered thofe who denied it to be cruelly racked, 
without (hewing the leaft pity or companion, as if he had 
changed his nature. Thofe who had feen him the day be- 
fore could fcarce perfuade themfelves that he was the fame 
man; for, not fatisfied with caufing perfons of the firft 
quality to be racked and tortured like fo many Haves, he 
uttered dreadful menaces againft the whole city, threaten- 
ing to put the inhabitants, without diftin£tion of age, fex, 
or condition, to the fword, unlefs they redeemed them- 
felves, and their children, from impending ruin, by a 
timely difcovery, not only of the authors and ringleaders 
of the late treasonable and wicked attempts, but of all who 
had been any way concerned in them. iSt. Chryfoftom, 
who was an eye-witnefs of all that pafled, gives us a lively, 
but dreadful defcription of this fcene of horror, which he 
compares to that of the laft day, when all diftin&ion of 
birth, wealth, and rank, will ceafe, and every one be pu- 
niftied or rewarded according to his deferts h . Multitudes 
were dragged in chains from every quarter of the city to 
the tribunal of the inexorable judges, who, unmoved with 
their tears, and deaf to the intreaties of their relations, 
after a mort hearing, either fentenced them to death, or 
ordered them to be racked till they owned themfelves 
guilty, and difcovered their accomplices. St. Chryfoftom 
mentions a lady of the firft quality, who feeing her fon ap- 
prehended by an officer on horfeback, feized his bridle, and 
fuffered herfelf to be dragged in that manner through the 
ftreets to the tribunal, where, with her hair dimevelled, 
and bathed in tears, fhe threw herfelf at the feet of Elle- 
bichus 5 but he, deaf to all intreaties, purfued his enqui- 
. ries with fuch rigour, as threw the whole city into the ut- » f 
rnoft confudon. St. Chryfoftom, who, with feme others r 0 fi 0 ffPatid 
of the facerdotal order, was admitted into the hall where hermiti 
the criminals were examined and tortured, exerted all his ob ain a 
eloquence to move the judges to companion ; and was fe^ refptttfor 
ponded by the hermits, who were very numerous in the ' uc a * 

' •11 1 r • 1 1 11 *WtTt CQfl- 

peighbourhood of Antioch, where they led a retired life demned^ 

* Chryf. Orat. xiii. p, 147— X50. k Qrat. xxii. p. »5». 

amongfl 



Digitized by 



The Htftory of ibc 

amongft the adjacent mountains ; but quitting their fob- 
tude, they had thronged to the city on this extraordinary 
occalion, to comfort with their prcfence the difconfolate 
citizens, and try whether they could raife any fentiments of 
humanity or commiferation m the hearts of their judges. 

Macedonius, an anchoret, univerfaily efteemed and re- 
vered for his fanclity, diftingui£bed himfelf above the reft ; 
for meeting EUebichus and Ceefarius on hoifeback in the 
forum, laying hold of one of them by his garment, he com- 
manded them both, with an air of authority, to difraount. 
.As neither of them knew him, they were not a little for* 
prifed that a perfon, in appearance fo mean and contempti- 
ble, mould dare to fpeak in fuch a ftyle ; bnt they were no 
fooner informed who be was, than difmounting from their 
horfes, they threw tbemfelves at his feet ; when the holy 
anchoret add reding them in the Syriac tongue, u The em- 
peror (faid he), however diftinguiflied by his imperial dig- 
nity, is dill a man ; and therefore ought to confider his na- 
ture as well as his rank. Thofe whom be commands arc 
of the fame nature with himfelf, and the images of the 
fSupreme Being : let him therefore take care not to provoke 
the Almighty, by deft roying the Jiving images of the di- 
vine nature, for an affront offered to the inanimate repre- 
fentations of his body. Other ftatues may be eafilv raifed 
in the room of thofe that have been demolifhed \ but he, 
notwithftanding his boafted power, is not able to make the 
ka(t reparation for a (ingle life which he has once taken 
away We are told, that both Rlebichus and Csefanus 
heard thefe words with the greateft refpe£l and veneration, 
and immediately acquainted the emperor with the tranfac- 
tkm. The judges having, at the requcft of the ecclefiaftics 
and hermits, agreed to foipend the execution of the cri- 
minals, till the emperor's further pleafure was known, 
thofe who had been found guilty were conduced, under a 
ftrong guard, to the public prifon, and the reft difmified. 
Amongft the former were the fenate or council, that is, all 
the chief men in the city, whofe eftates were immediately 
frised, together with their houfes and effects, their wives 
and children being driven out by the officers of the revenue, 
and obliged to lie in the ftreets, their friends and nearell: 
relations fearing, left, by harbouring them, they (hould be 
involved in the ruin of their hufbands and fathers k . 

The hermits having obtained of the judges a reprieve for 
the criminals, did not doubt but they (hould prevail upon 

* Chryf. Orat. xiii. p. 193, 194, Thcod, lib. V. cap. 15. p. 731, 
7js. k Item, p. 

the 
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tire emperor to pardon them. For this purpole they re>- 
Folved tt> repair to Conftantinople, and throw themfelves 
at the prince's feet ; but Ellebichus and Ctefarius, afTe&ed 
^ith their zeal, and unwilling they (hoti)d expofe them- 
selves to the fatigue and irrcemveniencies of fo long a jour- 
ney, adtifed them to draw up a memorial in behalf of the 7^ drat* 
unhappy cititens, and undertook to prerent it to the em* up a rne- 
peror. The hermits followed their advice, and leaving the nerieU in 
memorial in their hands, returned the fame day to their °f 
mountains and deferts 1 . Upon their departure it was 'J^^ 
agreed between Ellebichus and Caefarius, that the former 
ihould remain at Antioch, and the latter carry the memo- 
rial to the emperor. Accordingly Caefarius purfued his 

tourney with fuch expedition, that the fixth day about noon 
le Teached Conftantinople, diftant about five hundred miles 
from Antioch *. In the mean time tllcbichus caufed thofe . 
who had been condemned to be removed from the public 
or if on to a more convenient place, allowing them the li- 
berty of taking the air in the gardens belonging to the 
building, and feeing their friends and relations. 

THie Antiochian*, dreading the effects of the emperor's Fla*uia*tu 9 
refentmetit, had deputed, a few days after the riot was bl A°P"J 
committed, Flavianus, bifliop of the place, to intercede f^^ JL 
with Theodofiirs in their behalf. Flavianus had met Kile- the emperor 
bithus and Caefarius on the road, who acquainted him with in their 
the commifBon they were going to execute at Antioch. 
The holy bifhop, on hearing it, burft into tears ; but ne* 
verthelefs purfued his journey, ftill hoping he fliould bo 
able to foften the emperor into companion. The day after 
his arrival at Conftantinople, he appeared at court ; but 
flood at a diftance from Theodofius, filent, and bathed in 
tears, as if he dared not look up, or approach him. But the 
emperor no fooner obferved him, than he flew to him, not to 
"upbraid him for undertaking the defence of the rebellious 
city, but to juftify hrs own conduct, and complain of the 
ungrateful return the Antiochians had made for the many 
favours he had heaped upon them. Flavianus, burfting into 
tears, anfwered, that the fevereft punifhment he could in- 
flict was too mild and gentle for the enormous crimes they 
had committed, and their undutiful return to fo indulgent 
a prince ; but at the fame time affirmed, that to forgive 
one's enemies was a duty incumbent upon every Chriftian ; 
that, from his pardoning fuch enormous offences, great 
jglory would redound to the religion he profeffed j that the 

« Cbryf. Orat. xvii. p, 135. ■ J-ib, Orat.xxii. p. 518. & Qrat, 
Wii.p. 513- 

Jews, 
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Jews, Greeks, and Barbarians, would admire and extol the 
purity of its morals. He added, that now an opportunity 
offered of making himfelf a lafting inftance to all pofterity 
of humanity and good-nature j and feafonably reminded 
him of the order he had iflued this very year, commanding 
all prifoners to be releafed againft the foiemnity of Eafter, 
and of the memorable words he uttered on that occafion ; 
namely, " I wifh it were in my power to recal the dead 
from their graves, and reftore them to life." 
fheodofiui This admirable fpeech, which is related at large by St. 
grantsthem Chryfoftom, made fo deep an impreffion on the mind of the 
a general emperor, that he could not refrain from tears, nor forbear 
p*rd*n> exclaiming, that he pardoned the ungrateful city, and re- 
(tored the inhabitants, however guilty, to his favour. Such 
is the account of St. Chryfoftom B . But Libanus ° and 
Theodoret p tells us, that the emperor, though greatly 
moved by the fpeech of Flavianus, did not grant a general 
pardon till the arrival of Csefarius ; who, prefenting the 
memorial of the hermits, and at the fame time pleading 
with great energy in favour of the unhappy city, which, 
he faid, had been already fulficiently punifhed, prevailed 
upon him to grant a general pardon. He there foie wrote 
a letter to the citizens of Antioch, (hewing, that it was not 
without reafon he had treated them with to much feverity, 
after they had, in fuch an outrageous manner, infulted his 
and rifiores deceafed father and wife. He added, that as his anger, 
to the cay noweve r juft, was foon appealed, he pardoned all without 
%ileget* exception, whether condemned to death or baniihment, 
reftored to the inhabitants their eftates, their (hews, baths, 
theatres, and territory, and to their city the privileges and 
rights of a metropolis. He concluded with expre(tions of 
the deeped concern for the death of thofe who had been 
condemned by the governor, and executed without his 
knowlege. This letter the emperor delivered to Flavianus, 
that he might have the honour of carrying the joyful tid- 
ings to the difconfolate city ; but the holy bifhop, impa- 
tient to put a period to the affliction of his people, yielded 
that honour to another, whom he thought capable of per- 
forming the journey with more expedition. It is more eafy 
to conceive than exprefs the joy which the arrival of the 
meflenger caufed in Antioch. St. Chryfoftom, to whom 
we refer our readers, defcribes at large what paffed on this 
occafion, and concludes with thefe words : " Let the Pa- 
gans be aftiamed, or rather inftru£led \ and learning our: 

■ Cbryf. Orat xx. p. »i6— ?*3j. * Lib. O/at. xxii. p. 519. 

f Thcod. lib. v. cap. 19. p. 73*. 
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phllofophy of an emperor, and a bifhop, renounce their 
errors, and embrace a religion which encourages and pro- 
duces fuch eminent virtues 

While thefe things pafled in the Eaft, the boundlefs am- Maximus 
bition of Maximus raifed much greater difturbances in the invades the 
Weft. That ufurper, not fatisficd with the provinces ^minions 
which had been governed by Gratian, pafled this year the 
Alps, with a defign to feize on Valentinian's (hare alfo jn^^ 
and meeting with no oppofition, marched to Milan, where theodofius \ 
Valentinian ufually refided. The young prince, not find- 
ing himfelf in a condition to oppofe him, fled firft to Aqui- 
leia, and from thence, being clofely purfued by Maximus, 
to TheATalonica, with his mother Juflina, and the prefect 
Probus, to implore' the protection and afiiftance of Theo- 
dofius r . That pious prince, in a letter addrefled to Va- 
lentinian, in anfwer to one he had received from his mo- 
ther J[uftin a, told himi that he was not at all fiirprifed at 
trie . pro&refs Maximus had made, nor at the ill fuccefs that 
attended his affairs', fince the tyrant had protected, and he 
perfecirte'd the orthodox faith; for Valentinian had not 
drily emfir^ced the *i!oclHne of Arius, but perfecuted the 
orthodox prelates^ arid driven feveral of them from their 
fee's, at the inftigation" Of, his mother Juflina, a moft zea- 
lous Ariah. 1 Soon after, Theodofius removed from Con* 
irihtiriopfei attended by feveral members of that fenate, 
to ThefTalonica, in order to confole the young prince, who 
ha*d taken refuge id his dominions. Upon his arrival, he 
repaired to the palace where Valentinian was lodged ; and who in- 
after having aflured him, that he was refolved to employ faces him 
all the 4 forces bf the Eaft in his defence, he prevailed upon t0 . ri ™ 9 " 
him to renounce the Ariart impiety, as the only obflacle to 
the fuccefs which they might expect from Heaven. Suidas 
relates the difcourfe which Theodofius made on that fub- 
je£t. ZoYimus writes, that in a great council held at Thef- 
falonica, all the counfellors to a man were of opinion, that 
war (hould be immediately declared againft Maximus ; but 
A at Theodofius, forefeeing and dreading the evils infepar- 
able from a civil war, fent firft ambafladors to the tyrant, 
ferioufly exhorting him to reftore to Valentinian the ufurp- 
ed provinces, and content himfelf with Gaul, Spain, and 
Britain, which had been yielded to him at firft •. 

Mdximus would not, it feems, hearken to any propofals ; 
ftir this very year he befieged Aquileia, which he reduced, 

q Chryf. Orat. xx. p. 234. » Zof. lib. iv. p. 667. Thecd. 

lib. v. cap. 14. Soz. lib* vii. cap. 14. p. 711. * Zof. lib.iv. 

notwith- 
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Maximus notwithft.imling the vigorous reilftance of the inhabitant*, 
reduces fe- as he did Quaderna, Bononia, Mutina, Rhegium, Placen- 
•vcral ct- t j a> anc i fevcral other cities in Italy; being in the cufu- 
tteu ing year acknowleged at Rome, and in all the provinces of 
Africa K Theodofius finding a war inevitable, fpent the 
remaining part of this, and the firft months of the follow- 
ing year 388, when be was conful the fecond time with 
Cynegius, in making the necefTary preparations for carry- 
ing it on with vigour. His army confided chiefly of Gotbs» 
Hunns, Alans, and other Barbarians, whom be enlifted in 
the fervice, to prevent their raiting commotions on the 
Theodofius frontiers. He appointed Promotus, general of the horfe, 

m ai*f!"iM anc * ^niafius °^ tne 'nfcntry. Having committed tha go- 
lamjt m. vernmcnt 0 £ tnc E a ftern provinces to fuch perfons as be 
knew would, in his abfence, confult the welfare of his fub-' 
jccls, and maintain the public tranquillity! be departed 
from Thcffalonica in the beginning of the fummer, march- 
ing with great expedition through Illyricum, with a deGgu 
to furprife Maximus, who bad not yet taken the field, but 
continued, without the lead apprehenfion of danger, in 
Aquileia. Andragathius, one of the ufurper's generals, a 
man of great courage and experience, bad been appointed 
to guard the pafle6 of the Julian Alps ; but a report being 
fpread, that Theodofius defigned to pafs the Ionian fea, 
and invade Italy, he was ordered to quit thofe pafles, and 
to man what (hips he could with the utmoft expedition, in 
order to intercept the emperor in bis paflfage. Thus was 
Maximus deprived of the aififtance of that excellent com- 
mander, and of the flower of his troops, who were era- 
ployed in manning the fleet which Andragathius aflemblcd, 
purfuant to his orders, on the coaft of the Ionian fea. In 
the mean time Theodofius, entering Pannonia, advanced 
to Scifcia, now Seifleg, before the enemy had the lcaft in- 
T he army timation of his approach. However, the general who 
•fMaxi- commanded the troops of Maximus in that neighbourhood, 
7e"ateJ' baving aflembled them with incredible expedition, attacked 
Theodofius as he was pafling the Save ; but his army was 
defeated, and himfelf drowned in the river. 

From Scifcia the emperor advanced to Pctovia, now Pet- 
taw, on the Drave ; where he was oppofed by Marccllinus, 
the brother of Maximus, at the head of an army much more 
Theodofius numerous than his own. However, the emperor offered him 
gams afe- battle, which he readily accepted; but was entirely defeated, 
cond vie- though his men fought with extraordinary courage and rcfo- 
t9rj>m lution. We are not told, that Maximus was prefent at either 

• Ambrof. cp. 17. p. 115. Pacat. p. a 7 5* Zof. p. 769. 
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of thefe battles : but he muft have at leaft advanced to fup- 
port his generals; for both Pacatus 8 and St. Ambrofe" 
write, that, after his forces were twice defeated, he fled, 
with the troops that attended him, and with the remains of 
his (nattered army, to Aquileia, whither Theodofius pur- 
fucd him, having detached Arbogaftes before to inveft the 
place, and prevent the tyrant from making his efcape. Zo- 
fimus relates, that the emperor, arriving foon after, took the 
town by a fault * \ and Socrates affirms, that it was deliver- 
ed up to him by the foldiers of Maximus *. However, it Maxim* 
is certain, that the tyrant was feized, accordipg to fome, taken, 
by his own men 5 according to others, by the foldiers of 
Theodofius, who had entered the place, and dragged in 
chains to the emperor, encamped about three miles from 
the city. Theodofius reproached him with the death of 
Gratian, and his unbounded ambition, which had excited 
him to murder one brother, and drive the other out of his 
dominions. As Maxim us was, or at leaft pretended to b- 
touched with remorfe for the crimes he had committed and 
publicly owned he had no claim or title to the power he had 
ufurped, Theodofius began to behold him with an eye of 
compaffion; a circumftance which thofe about him obferv- v r « 
ing, and fearing he might pardon him, they removed him , °* ' 
out of the emperor's fight, and, without waiting his orders, A. D 
ftruck off his head. He was executed at a place about three u - c - »«J*. 

miles diftance from Aquileia, on the twenty.feventh of Au- 

guft, according to Socrates ; or on the twenty-eight of Tu- V d t € 7 
ly, as Idattus maintains. 1 * J 

Maximus had left his fon Vifcor, whom he had declared Viacrth, 
Auguftus, m Gaul, to awe the inhabitants of that province f"! °f M *- 



during his abfence. Againft him Theodofius dilbatched xm * s 
Arbogaftes, who took him prifoner, after having difperfed g"S and 
the troops that attended him, and put him to death « Zo- put to 
fimus calls him a youth; but all other writers ftyle him an **tA. 
infant. Andragathius, hearing of the defeat and death of 
Maximus, as he was cruifing in the Ionian Gulf, threw 
himfelf headlong into the fea, and was drowned, choofing 
that kind of death, to prevent a more ignominious fate, 
which, as Gratian had been feized and murdered by him, 
he had reafon to apprehend. Orofius writes, that he was 
overcome in battle and St. Ambrofe fays, that he had 
joined Maximus before his defeat, and periftied foon after" 
Thus ended a war, which at firft threatened the empire with . 

« Pacat p. 170—175. w Ambr. p. *i 4 . x Zof. o 

77 °* xrxv X CF< ! v ; cap * ,4 ' P- *7 J- * Zof. lib. rv.' 

p. 770. Vi£r. p. 545. Profp p. 5 , 5 . » 0 roC lib. vii «p. 

15. p. aao. «» Ambrof. cp. 17. p. r 
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the mod horrid calamities ; and the glory which Tlieodo- 
fius acquired by his victory was greatly heightened by his 
moderation and clemency ; for, immediately after the death 
of Maximus, he publifhcd a general amnefty, and was fo 
far from perfecuting the friends and relations of the ufurper, 
that he would not even fuffer them to be reproached with 
their rebellion. No man was baniftied, fays Pacatus, no 
man's eftate was confiscated ; and thofe whodeferved, and 
would have fuffered, the moft cruel death under any other 
prince, were difmifled by Theodofius, without anger c . 
Thofe who had with moft warmth efpoufed the tyrant's 
eaufe, were allowed to return unhurt, continues the fame 
author, to their wives and children, to enjoy their eftates 
unmolefted, and with them the fame rank, dignity, and 
honours, by which they had been diftinguiflied before the 
rebellion. The wife and daughters of Maximus had been 
taken, and confined in a public prifon, by fome of the em- 
peror's officers ; a circumftance which the humane prince 
no fooner knew than he ordered them to be fet at liberty, 
fettled a confiderable penfion upon them, and charged one 
of their kinfmen to take care, that no one injured or infulted 
them d . But what St. Ambrofe, and Zofimus himfelf, ex- 
tol moft in Theodofius, was his not only reftoring to Va- 
lentinian his own (hare, when no one was in a condition to 
difpute the poflellion of the whole empire, but his gener- 
oufly relinquilhing Gaul, Spain, and Britain, which, before 
the revolt of Maximus, had been held by his brother Gra- 
tian. He was fatisfied, fays Ambrofe, with the good he 
had done, without reaping any advantage from it for him- 
felf, though no one could have blamed him, had he retain- 
ed fome of thofe provinces, confidering the immenfe charge 
he had been at in reftoring the young prince to the quiet 
poflellion of the reft. As Juftina the mother of Valentinian 
died about this time, Theodofius, during the three years he 
continued in the Weft, governed in the name of that prince, 
who was, at the death of his mother, fcarce feventeen years 
old, and consequently not yet equal to fo great a charge c . 

"While Theodofius was purfuirig the war in Illyricum, a 
report was fpread at Conftantinople, that his army was cut 
off, and he himfelf in great danger of falling into the hands 
of the ufurper. In confequence of this report, the Arians, 
whom he had provoked, by driving them from their 
churches, rifing in the night-time, fet fire to the houfe of 
Ncclarius, the orthodox bifliop of Conftantinople, who pc- 



e Pacat. p. »8i. 
lib. 11. cap. 17. p. 185. 



* Ambr. epift. 17. p. 415. 
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rimed in the flames, and committed fevcral other difordefe 
But intelligence of the entire defeat of the ufurper being 
brought foon after to that metropolis, the Arians, dreading 
the eftecls of the emperor's indignation, had recourfe to the 
clemency of Arcadius, whom Theodofius had left at Coo- 
ftantinople j and the young prince not only forgave them Tkecdo/iut 
himfelf, but prevailed upon his father to confirm the par- P*rdom 
don which he had granted f . The emperor was at A qui- 
leia on the twenty- fecond of September; but on the tenth quejfofhU 
of Oclober at Milan, where he^feems to have pafled the /on Area* 
■winter Being informed, while he redded in that city, ***** 
that the Chriftians had burnt a fynagogue of the Jews, and 
a temple of the Pagans, at Callinicum in Mefopotamia, he 
condemned the bifhopof the place to rebuild the fynagogue 
at his own expence, and ordered thofe who had been con- 
cerned in either of thofe riots, to be puniihed with the ut- 
moft fe verity : but St. Ambrofe, thinking a prince, who had 
lately overlooked much greater diforders in the Arians ,ought 
not to exert fo much rigour againd an orthodox bifhop^and 
his people, wrote to him from Aquileia in their favour j 
and, upon his return to Milan, perfuadedthe emperor, by * 
a fpeech which he pronounced in the great church, to re* 
voke the order he had given h . 

About the end of this year, the fenate of Rome dif- Adnata* 
patched deputies to Theodofius, earneftly entreating him thnfrom 
to redore to its former place the altar of Victory, which had th 'f tnat * 
been removed by Gratian. The emperor feemed at firft in- J or °%' 0 \. m 
dined to grant their requeft ; but was afterwards perfuaded j Hg t 'ht «/*' 
by St. Ambrofe to deny it. However, Symmachus, the tar of 
chief of the deputies, a man univerfally edeemed for his l9r y* 
eloquence, and greatly beloved by the Pagans, on account 
of his zeal for the ancient religion of the Romans, in a pa* 
negyric which he pronounced foon after on Theodofius, re- 
newed the fame requeft in the name of the fenate ; which fo Their rt- 
provoked the emperor, that he immediately ordered him to a *eflrt- 
be put that inftant into a chariot, in order to be conveyed K^ ed * aH jf 
into baniihment, forbidding him, under the fevered penal- $ a nijbed, 
ties, ever to come within a hundred miles of Rome *. The but recall* 
emperor's indignation feemed the more juft, as Symma- ttU 
chus had been but very lately pardoned, when accufed 
by his enemies of treafon, in having pronounced a panegy- 
ric during the war on the ufurper Maximus; However, as 
Theodofius was never more ready to pardon, than when he 

f Socr. lib. v. cap. 13. p. 17** Soz. lib. vii. cap. 14.. p. 7*2, 713* 
« Cod. Thcod. lib. xv. tit. 14. leg. 6. p. 409. & leg. vii. p. 410* 
h Ambrof. Apol. 17, 18. Vit. p. 83, fy. 1 Socrat. lib. v. cap. 

P- *73» Profp. dc Pronufc lib. iii. cap. 38. p. X49. 
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feemed mod provoked, the friends of Symmachus no fooner 
fpoke in his behalf, than the emperor recalled him, reftored 
him to his former rank, and, to convince the world, that 
he retained no rcfentment againft him, railed him two years 
after to the confular dignity. 
Several This year Theodofius enacted feveral .laws againft heretics, 
Jaws of one dated thefecondof March, forbidding them, efpecially 
rfteaaii* tne A P omnarians > to no!ci ailcmhlies, to have bifhops or 
Jgainfi fit- c^ er gy> to l* ve m cities, to appear at court, or to prefent 
retics. any petition to the emperor k . The fame prohibition was- 
renewed by another law, dated the fourteenth of June 
By another enacted two days after, all public difputes con- 
cerning religion were forbidden under the fevered penalties. 
A law, dated the twenty-ninth of February, declares all 
marriages between Jews and Chiiitians unlawful, and fub- 
jedis the contracting parties to the punilhments due to adul- 
tery; another, addrefted to Cynegius, prohibits any one to 
Yr. of Fl. marry his brother's wife, or his own wife's fifter. Theo- 
**39« doGus, who was at Milan on the twentv-fecond of May, left 
^ c '^g 9 that city foon after, and repaired to Rome with young Va- 
1 lentinian, and his fon Honorius, whom he had fern for from 
niuodnjlus Conftantinople, after the defeat of Maximus. He entered 
goes to that metropolis in triumph on the thirteenth of June ; and 
Home. a few days after Latinus Pacatus Drepanius, an orator of 
Gaul, pronounced his panegyric in the fenate, the emperor 
himfelf being prefent* i he orator takes notice of his libera- 
lity towards the people on that occafion, of his affability 
and condefceniion, not only in viewing the rarities of the 
city, but in entering the houfes of private perfons, which 
gained him the hearts of the Roman people ro . The poet 
Claudian tells us, that at Piome he received ambaffadors 
from the king of Perfia, to treat about a peace between the 
two empires n . 

The converfion of the fenate and people of Rome to the 
Chriflian religion was owing, according to Prudentius, to 
£nJsa~ r l heodofius's journey ; not that he ufed any violence, fays 
tuour i t0 .. that writer, for he indifferently raifed Pagans and Chriftians 
latrvin ° to tne employments in the ftate ; but fo great was the 
that me- force of his example, that few, either in the fenate, or 
tropoUs'. among the people, were fo attached to their errors, as to 
with (land it. Pruderuius mentions feveral illuftrious fami- 
lies, converted, on this occafion, to the true religion; name- 
ly, the families of the Pauiini, of the Bafli, of the Annii, 

and of the Gracchi, at that time the mod ancient and noble 

• . *s ' * 

fc.'Cod. THeod. lib. xv. tit. v. leg. 14. p. 130. » Cod. Theod. 

lib.-xvi. tit. s. leg. 15. p. 131. m Soz, p. 173. Ruf. lib. ii. 

cap. 17. p. 185. . a Ckud. p. 176. 
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Family in Rome. The people, continues that writer, flocked 
to the Lateran chuch, to receive the facred fign of the royal 
chrifm, and to the Vatican, to vifit the a(hes of the father of 
the faith ; meaning, we imagine, St. Peter, who was then 
fuppo/ed to have planted the faith in Rome. The idols, fays 
St. Jerom, were pulled down ; theirtemples abandoned ; and 
the gods, once fo much revered, left in their niches alone, or 
attended only by mice or owls : the Capitol, (continues the 
fame writer)formerly fo much frequented, is now turned in- 
to a defert ; the orher temples are covered with duft, and 
filled with cobwebs ; the whole city crowds to the tombs of 
the martyrs; and the people, palling by thofe ancient temples, 
behold them with joy ready to fall, and bury the gods under 
their ruins. Rome forfakes Jupiter, and his temples, de- 
fpifes his ceremonies, and is afhamed of the worftiip for- 
merly paid him °. Theodofius, however, would not fuffer 
the ftatues of the gods, many of which were the work of 
the beft artificers of antiquity, to be deftroyed ; but ordered 
them to be removed from the places where they had been 
adored, to the public fquares, where they ferved as orna- 
ments to the city p. Theodofius remained only three months 
at Rome. In that (hort time he not only ferioufly applied 
himfelf to the fupprefiion of idolatry, but with indefatigable 
care laboured to reform many abufes, which had long pre- 
vailed in the city He enacted a law, dated the feventeenth 
of June, ordering all the Manichees to be expelled the city, 
and declaring them incapable of receiving legacies, or leav- 
ing any thing by will even to their children. Theodofius theodofius 
left Rome on the firft of September, was at a place called l£anjei 
Valentia on the third of the fame month, and on the fixth Rome ' 
at Forum Flaminii, now Ponte Centefimo on the Topino, 
not far from Fuligno in the duchy of Spoleto, where he en- 
acted a law forbidding the execution of criminals during 
Lent r . From thence he purfued his journey to Milan, 
where he publifhed an edict, dated the twenty-fixth of No* 
vember, commanding the heretic bifliops and clergy to be 
driven out of the cities, and their fuburbs. 

From this law, and feveral others of the enfuing year, it 
appears, that Theodofius pafied the winter in that city, 
while Valentinian marched into Gaul, to oppofe the 
Franks, Who were preparing to invade that province j but 
all we know of this expedition is, that Valentinian had an Vabnil- 

ihterview with Marcbmir and Sunno, two chiefs of the C9U * 

dudes a 

. „. e . t . . .. a «. n • peace •with 

• ^H.er. ep. 7 . p. 54. & in Jov. lib . u. cap. 18. p. 95. ' f™*- the Franks. 

in Syra- lib. i. p. axo. q Cod. Ttleod. lib. xn, tit. 16. leg. i. 

p. 61s, 8c lib. xvi. tit 5. leg. 18. p. 138. » Ibid%p. 120, izi. 
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Franks ; that they delivered hoftages ; and that the em- 
peror, on the eighth of November, was at Treves, where 
he v ent into winter-quarters s . This year is chiefly re- 
markable for the deftru&ion of the celebrated temple of 
Serapis at Alexandria, which, according to the description 
Ammianus Marcellinus gives, furpafled in grandeur and 
wealth all the temples in the world, that of Jupiter Capi- 
tolinus alone excepted 1 ; Theodoret calls it the great- 
eft, and, without exception, the moil beautiful temple in 
the univerfe". Theodofius, who had hitherto fpared that 
flately edifice, ordered it to be levelled with the ground on 
the following occafion : Theophilus, bifliop of Alexandria, 
having obtained of the emperor an old temple, formerly 
confecrated to Bacchus, but at that time ruined and for- 
> faken, with a defign to convert it into a church, the work- 
men, in clearing away the rubbilh, found among the ruins 
feveral obfeene figures, which the biftiop, to ridicule tbe 
fuperftition of the heathens, caufed to be expofed to pub- 
rhe Pa- lie view. This ftep provoked the Pagans to fuch a degree, 
gans rift that they flew to arms, and falling upon the Chriftians, 
Vhriftian cut g reatnum ^ ers m pieces, before they were in a condition 
inAltxan- to opp°fe their fury. At length the Chriftians took arms 
drim. in their defence, and being Supported by the few foldiers 
who were quartered in Alexandria, repelled force by force. 

Thus a civil war was kindled within the very walls of the 
city, and no day pafled without fome bloodlhed. The Pa- 
gans* when tired with fighting* or overpowered with num- 
bers (for the Chriftians were much more numerous), retired 
to the temple of Serapis ; and thence, fallying out again 
Stvtral unexpectedly, feized on fuch of the Chriftians as they met, 
Chriftians and, dragging them into the temple, either forced them by 
maffacrtd, ^ c mo f[ exquifite torments to facrifice to their idoi, or, if 
crutf"* *' *^ e y re ^ u ^ cc ^» t0 rac ^ them to death. As they expected to be 
deaths. f° on attacked by the emperor's troops, they chole a philofo- 
pher, named Olympus, for their leader, with a refoiution to 
defend themfelves, their temple, and their religion, to the 
laft extremity. In the mean time Evagrius, governor of 
Egypt, and Romanus,, who commanded the troops in. that 
country, having attempted in vain to purfuade the Pagans 
to quit the temple, and retire to their dwelling*, fent a 
diftinc~l account of the whole to the emperor, who, extol- 
ling and envying the bappinefs of fuch as had cfrofen rather 
. to die, than renounce their religion, and offer facri(ice to 
the idols, would not fufter their death to be revenged on 

» QrQf. lib. yii. cap. jj. p. zio. t Ammian. lib. xxii. p. *S4- 

»Th«dor> p. 7^5. t 

thofc, 



Digitized by Google 



Eqftern and PVeflern Empire. 309 

thofc, at whofe hands they had obtained the crown of 
martyrdom. However, at the fame time he ordered the TheoMus 
temple of Serapis, and all the other temples in Alexandria, °* ders * he 
■which gave occafion to'frequent difturbances, to be demo- f amous 
lifhed, charging Theonhilus, bifhop of the place, who had sT/apisl 
folicited his order, to fee it put in execution, 3nd com- and alltht 
manding Evagrhis and Roman us to follow his directions. umpUs in 
The Pagans no fooner knew that the emperor had been A ! txan ' h 
informed of the cruelties they bad committed, than they f^K/ - ' 
abandoned the temple, and difperfed, fome of them re- <b WM . 
tiring privately to their own houfes, others withdraw- 
ing from the town, and either concealing themfelves in the 
neighbouring cities, or flying to more diilant countries. 
Among the latter was their leader Olympus, who concealed 
himfelf in the night on board a veflel, which was ready to 
fail for Italy. Helladius and Ammonius, two grammarians, 
under whom Socrates, the ecclefiaftic hiftorian, had ftudied 
at Conftantinople, withdrew from Egypt, and took refuge 
amongft the Barbarians. The former ufed to boaft of his 
having killed, during that tumult, nine Chriftians with his 
own hand 

The temple, thus abandoned by the Pagans, was deli- 
vered to Theophilus, who, with the afiiftance of the peo- 
ple and foldiery, reduced it in a (hort time to a heap of 
ruins, leaving nothing undemolifhed but the foundations, 
which could not be removed, on account of the extraor- 
dinary weight and fize of the ftones. The celebrated ftatue 7 ht ftatue 
of Serapis, the principal god of the Egyptians, was broken °J s ' ra P" 
in pieces, and the limbs of that pretended divinity carried i™ c ™ ** 
firft in triumph by the Chriftians through the city, and 
then thrown into a large fire kindled for that p»:rpofe in 
the amphitheatre. As the Egyptians afcribed the over- 
flowing of the Nile, to which W3S owing the fertility of 
their country, to the benign influence of their god Sera- 
pis, they concluded, that, now he was deftroved, the river 
would no longer overflow, and consequently that a general 
famine would enfue ; but when they obferved, that the 
Nile, on the contrary, fwelled to a greater height than had 
been known in the memory of man, ahd thereby produced 
an immenfe plenty of provifions, many of the Pagans, re- 
nouncing the worfllip of the idols, adored the God of the 
Chriftians*. Not only the ftatue of Serapis, which was 
lodged in the temple, out all the other ftatues of that pre- 
tended deity, were by the zealous Chriftians carefully 

* Soo. lib. vii. cap. 1 5. p. 7*4. Ruf. lib. ii. cap. 1*. p. 187. Soz. 
p. 71$. * Ruf. lib. ii. cap. %f. p. 190. Socr. lib. v. cap. 16. p. 474. 
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fought for, ignominioufly dragged through the ftrcets, and 
confumcd in the flames ; infomuch that in the great city of 
Serapis, as Alexandria was frequently ftyled, not the leaft 
trace was left of that idol, or of the worfliip, which for fo 
many ages had been paid him. In the room of the temple 
of Serapis was built a church, and a martyrium, fays Ruth- 
nius y, meaning perhaps a burying-place for thofe who had 
perifried during the late difturbances. 

Theophilus, who was a prelate no lefs active than zeaU 
ous, not fatisfied with demolishing the temple of Serapis, 
encouraged the people, fupported by the governor of the 
province, and the commander of the Roman troops, to level 
with the ground all the other temples, oratories, chapels, 
and places deftined for the worfliip of the idols through- 
out Egypt, caufing the ftatues of the gods to be cither 
burnt or melted down. Of the innumerable ltatties with 
which that fuperftitious province was rilled, he is faid 
to have fpared but one, reprefenting an ape, in order to ex- 
pofe the Pagan religion to ridicule- I heodofius not only 
approved of what Theophilus had done, but commended 
his zeal, and returned him public thanks tor the pains he 
had taken, in clearing that province from the abominations 
to which it had been fo long addicted Soon after, he 
cna&ed a law, prohibiting, on pain of death, the fubjecls 
of the empire to offer any kind of facrifice to idols ; and 
declaring the eftates confiscated of thofe who fliould burn 
incenfe before them V 

In the following year 390, when Valentinian was conful 
the fourth time with Neoterius, Theodofius publiflied a law, 
dated at Verona, the third of September, commanding all 
who profefled a mbnaftic life to withdraw from the cities, 
and retire to the deferts, purfuant to their inftitution. But 
this law he revoked by another, dated the feventeenth of 
April 392. By a third, publifhed at Rome on the four- 
teenth of May, he commanded thofe who fliould be found 
guilty of unnatural luft to be burnt alive in the fight of the 
whole people. This year an obelilk, twenty-four cubits in 
height, was raifed in the circus at Conftantinople, and a 
column before the church of St. Sophia, on which was a 
flatue of Theodofius in filver, weighing feven thoufand four 
hundred ounces b . Valentinian feems to have continued all 
this year at Treves, or in the neighbourhood of that city. 
Oneagainft By a law, dated the ninth of May, the emperor declared 
apojlaus. thofe who fliould renounce the Chriftian religion, after hav- 
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ing been baptized, not only incapable of giving or rcceiv-. 
ing the lead thing by will, but of being, as infamous pcr- 
fons, witneffes to any private or public deed ; adding, that 
he would^have confined them to the deferts, had he not be-, 
lieved it a greater puniftiment for them to live among meiv 
without being looked upon as men. By another law, dated 
the ninth of the fame month, he commanded the heretics, 
to be bauiihed the cities c . 

In the courfc of this year Thcodofius f e t out for Conftan- Theodofws 
tinople, leaving the entire management of affairs in the returns to 
Weft to Valentinian, now in the twentieth year of his age. thi £a A 
On his arrival at ThciTalonica, he found the province of 
Macedon in great confufion; for the Barbarians, who, at. The Bar- 
the in (ligation of Maximus had revolted, and concealed barians^'m- 
themfelves among rqarfhes and woods, after the defeat o(^ he ^ 0 ' 
that ufurper, taking , advantage of the emperor's ab fence,. mIuJott. 
falliedout of their fauneffes in the night, and feizing what-.. 
eVfer came in their way, retired wkh their booty before day. 
As it was a more difficult talk to find them out than to con- 
quer them, the emperor took that province upon himfelf * 
and, without discovering his defign to any one, made choice 
of five perfons in whom he could confide, to attend him, or- 
deringeach of them to take three fpare horfes, that they might 
fhift as often as there was occalion. Thus attended and 
difguifed, he ranged about the country, receiving from the 
peafants fuch refrefhments as their cottages could afford. 
Jit length he arrived at a fmall inn, kept by a woman ad- 
vanced in years, who received him with extraordinary ci- 
vility, which induced him to remain there that night. In 
the fame inn lodged a perfon, who, declining to converfe 
with the reft, and feeming defirous to conceal himfelf, gave 
the emperor no fmall jealoufy. Having, therefore, after ii owo dtf- 
he was retired to his chamber, called for the miftrefs of the covered by 
houfe, and alked her who that perfon was, (he anfwered, Theodofiut. 
that who he was fhe knew not ; but that, ever fince the 
news of the emperor's return from the Weft, he had lodg- 
ed at her houfe, going out in the morning, and continuing 
abroad all day, but returning at night to his lodging, for 
which he honed! y paid her. Upon this information the 
emperor ordered him to be feized and examined ; but he 
refufing to declare whom he was, the emperor at laft dis- 
covered himfelf, ordered the man to be put to the rack, 
and forced him to own, that he was employed as a fpy by 
the Barbarians, who lay concealed among the woods and 
bogs, to give them intelligence, from time to time, of the 

e Cod. Theod. lib. xvi. tit leg. 20. p. 37. 
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motions 6f the emperor's army, and to inform them what 
places lay mod convenient for their incurfions. Upon this 
confeffion the empefor caufed his head to be ftruck off, and, 
returning early next morning to the army, led his foldters 
to the place where he had learned from the fpy the Barba- 
rians were lodged ; and falling upon them fuddenly, cot 
great numbers of them in pieces. Timafius, who, toge- 
ther with Promotus, commanded on this occafion under 
Theodofius, imagining moil of the Barbarians were de- 
stroyed* advifed the emperor to allow his foldiersfome time 
to refrefh themfelves after fo warm and fatiguing a fervice, 
that they might with more vigour purfue the reft, who 
could not make their efcape. The emperor, following his 
advice, founded a retreat ; but while his men were ref refil- 
ing themfelves, without the leaft apprehenfion of danger, 
^. _ the barbarians, attacking them when they were quite un- 
rar in great prepared, and moft of them overcome with wine, or afleep, 
danger, made a dreadful havock, and would have either killed or 
He gains a fakeh the emperor himfelf, had he not been feafonably 
fomplete refcued by Promotus, at the danger of his own life. How- 
7<v!r7hi Cver > Theodofius having rallied his difperfed forces the next 
Barb a- day, attacked the Barbarians again with fuch fuccefs, that 
rians. few of them efcaped the general (laughter* 1 . 
ntudofms Theodofius, upon his return to Conftantinople, made it his 
ufutprefs ^" e ^ ft u< ty to fupprefs idolatry and Arianifm, ordering the 
Arianifm temples, ftill ftanding, to be pulled down, and the Arians 
}ntht Efift* to be driven out of the cities, left they mould infect their 
fellow-citizens with their peftilent doctrine e . 

During his refidence in the Weft he had ufed all pofilble 
means to extirpate idolatry ; but, upon his return to the 
Eaft, the Pagans began to conceive new hopes, and the 
fenators of Rome, who continued ftill attached to thef u- 
perftition of their anceftors, fent a deputation to Valentin 
nian, at the head of which was the celebrated Symmachus, 
intreating him to reftore to their priefts the temples and 
privileges which they had enjoyed till the reign of Gratian. 
Valentinian, who was then in Gaul; received the deputies 
^fuffs"?* * n a vcr y °k n g m g manner j but could not be prevailed upon, 
"ejhrtto eMer by them, or by the Pagan minifters in his court, to 
theUmphi grant their requeft f . The Barbarians, threatening to pafs 
their an- the Alps towards Rhastia, and invade Italy, the emperor 
etentpri- j-efolved to quit Gaul, and haften to Milan, in order to 
vUfges, make head againft them. Defirous of being baptized be- 
fore he engaged in a war^ he difpatched from Vienne an 

* Zof. lib. iv. p. 77o-r773« * Ruff, lib. ii. cap. 19. p. 185. 

* Ambrof. Serm. de Diverf. p. iia, Symra. lib- iii. ep. 63. p. 130. 
Prof. lib. vii. cap. 35. p. aao. 
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efcprefs to St. Ambrofe, bifliop of Milan, for whom be ha<£ 
an extraordinary efteemand veneration, inviting him mto 
Gaul, to adminifter that faerament. The prelate, upon 
the receipt of the emperor's letter, irvftantly departed ; but 
before he reached Vienne, he received the melancholy 
news of the death of that unfortunate prince, mhumanly 
murdered, as mod authors agree, by Arbogaftes. 

He was a Frank by nation, and owed his preferment to* 
Gratian. After that prince's death, the foldiery, by whom he 
was highly efteemed, for his experience in military affairs, his 
liberality and difintereftednefs, raifedhim without the con* 
fent either of Valentinian, who was then a child, or of his 
mother Juftina, to the poft of general} in which command 
he acquitted himfelf with great fidelity and moderation, 
while Theodofius continued in the Wed ; but upon the Arbcgafltt 
departure of that prince for Conftantinople, he acled more prettndt to 
like a fovereign than a minifter or officer, arrogating to ^ntroultht 
himfelf the power of controlling the young prince, and go- 
verning the court with abfolnte authority. He discharged t rtnce * 
all the officers in the army attached to Valentinian, and 
put Franks, in whom he could confide, in their room, dif- 
pofing at the fame time of the civil employments, without 
ihc emperor's confent or knowlege, and beftowed them 
upon perfons of his own faction. Valentinian, unable to y r< 0 f pj # 
brook fuch a ihameful fervitude, refolved to difcharge Ar- 1842* 
gobaftes ; and accordingly, feeing him one day at court, A. D. 39*. 
he threw him a paper, containing an abrogation of his U ' c ««>9°» 
command. But Arbogaftes, having perufed it, tore it in 
pieces with great contempt, and threw it on the ground, t / a lved 
telling the emperor, with the utmoft arrogance, that as he but refafa 
had not received his authority from him, it was not in his tortjign 
power to divert him of it. After this infult, Arbogaftes, fapojl, 
convinced that Valentinian would not fuffer fuch an out- ^Ut^im' 
rage to pafs unrevenged, refolved to anticipate him, and t0 b" mur* 
accordingly deprived him of his life. Authors difagree as dertd. 
to the manner of his death : Zofimus writes, that while 
Valentinian, attended by a fmall guard, was diverting him- 
felf in the neighbourhood of Vienne, Arbogaftes aflaulted 
Jiim unexpectedly, and ftabbed him with his fwords(M). 

He 

z Orof. p.*to. Zof. p. 776. Socr. p. 93. Soz. ibid. 

(M) According to Philoftor- that purpofe. The fame au- 
gius, he was ftrangled while he thor adds, that after they had 
was taking his diver lion on the ilrangled him, they tied his 
banks of the Rhone, by aflaffins, own handkerchief about his 
whom Argobailes had hired for neck, and hung him upon a 

tree, 
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He died in 592, on the fifteenth of May, after having lived 
only twenty years and fome months* and borne the title of 
emperor fixteen years, and about fix mouths, though he 
cannot be faid to have reigned till the death of Gratian, 
who died eight years and nine months before him h . St. 
Ambrofe tells us, that when he found himfelf unexpectedly 
attacked by the aflaflins, the only words he uttered were, 
** Alas ! my. poor fifters 1 ! " , > 

• The funeral ceremonies were performed with great fo- 
lemnity ; and his body was ferrtto Milan, and interred near 
that of his brother Gratian, on which occafion St. Ambrofe 
pronounced an. oration in praife of the deceafed prince, 
His cka- who, according to him, and , moft other writers, would 
rafter. h avc equalled, if not eclipfed, the glory of the beft empe- 
rors, had he been fufTered to live longer, being of a lively 
genius, valiant, fober, liberal, fincere in his friendfhip, im- 
partial in the adrainiftration of judice, and, in difpofing 
employments, guided by merit alone k . Zofimus, though 
prejudiced againft all Chriftian princes, owns that his death 
was a public lofs He had perfecuted the catholics in his 
mother's life-time, or rather, {he had perfecuted them in 
his name ; but, after her death, he proved a moft: zealous 
patron of the orthodox faith, difcountenancing the Arians 
and other fe&aries, as much as he had favoured them be- 
fore he was capable of diftinguilhing truth from, falftiood. 
His two fifters, Jufta and Grata, continued at Milan, and 
embraced, after his death, a life of celibacy. fHis filter 
Galla y who was married to Theodofius, died two years after 
in childbed. 

Euxenius After the death of Valentinian, Arbogaftes might have 
is ftt up by eafily feized on the fovereignty ; but not willing to appear 
Arbogaftes guilty of fuch a treacherous and inhuman muider, he chofe 



tti his rscm. 



>> Epiph. p. 177. Philoft. p. 144* * Ambr. Serm. deDiverf, 

p. n». k Socr. lib. iv. cap. 31. p. 150. 1 Zol. lib. iv. p. 776. 

tree, that the world might be # agree, that he was ftrangled ; 

induced to believe that he had but the two latter writers fup- 

laid violent hands on himfelf ; pofe this to have happened in 

for his guards were at fomedif- the palace, and the eunuchs of 

tance, and out of fight (1). St. the court, gained over by Arbo- 

Jerom(2), Orofius(3), Ruffi- gaites, to have been the authors 

nus'(4), Epiphanis (c), So- of his death, 
crates (6), and Sozomen (7), 

(1) Phiioftorg. lib. xi. cap. 1. p. 145. (1) Hicr. ep. 3 p. a6. 

(3) Orof. lib. vii. cap. 5. p. iao. (4) Ruff. lib. ii. cap. 3*. p. 191. 
(sj[ Epiph. de Men!'. & Pond. ao. p. 177. (6) Socr, lib. v, cap, 

?5 P-*9*. (7) So-6. lib. vii. cap. it. p. 739. 

« 
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to confer it on Eugenius, and to reign in his name m . E11* 
genius had formerly taught grammar, and afterwards rhe- 
toric, and was generally efteemed on account of his elo- 
quence. Ricomer, at the requeft ofrSymmachus, had taken 
him under his protection, and upon his return, into the Eaft 
with TheodoGus, recommended him to Arbogaftes, by 
whofe intereft he was raifed to the poll of fecfetary n . Zo- 
fimus maintains, that Arbogaftes, repofing an entire confi- 
dence in Eugenius, and judging him capable of the moft 
daring refojutions, imparted the defign he had formed of 
murdering Valentinian, and raifing him to the empire after 
bis deceafe ; that Eugenius rejected at firft the propofal 
with horror ; but was at length prevailed upon to adopt 
the meafures of his patron ; by whofe intereft, after the 
death of the young prince, he was proclaimed emperor. 
The ufurper, though a Chriftian, was greatly favoured by? 
the Pagans, who knew he only bore the title of emperor, 
while the whole power was lodged in Arbogaftes, ,who 
pretended a great attachment to their religion, The aruf- 
pices, who began to appear again, aflured him, that he 
was deftined to the empire of the whole world ; $hat he would 
foon gain :\ complete victory over Theodotius, who was 
as much h;;tcd as he was beloved by the gods 5 and that 
his power and authority would have no other bounds but 
thofe of the Roman empire 0 . Though Eugenius feemed to 
favour the Pagans, yet, in the very beginning of his reign, 
he wrote to St. Ambrofe, who did not anfwer his letter till 
be was prefled by fome of his friends to recommend them 
to the new prince ; and then he treated him in his letters 
with all the refped due to an emperor p. 

During thefe tranfa£tions in the Weft, fome difturbances 
happened in the court of Theodofuis at Conftantinople : 
RufinuG, not f.uisfied with the confular dignity, to which 
he was preferred this year, notwithftanding the report of 
his having been the author of the death of Promotus, killed 
by the Barbarians, began to afpire to the prefecture of the 
Eaft, which was held by Tatianus, whom he accufed of Tatianus, 
opprefllon in his government. Proculus, the fori of Ta- and his Jon 
tianus, and prefect of Conftantinople, was charged with Proct/ 'y* 
the fame crime. Theodofius appointed judges to try them ; J^^,-*' 
but, as Rufinus was at the head of that commiflion, and tion of*** 
the other judges dreaded his refentment, they were both Rufinus* 
fleclared guilty : the father was depofed, and confined to 

n»Orof. lib. vii. cap. 35. p. »io. Claud. Con f. Hon. 3, 4-P- 3S> 4J. 
» Soc. lib. v. cap. p. 293. Zof. p. 775. Philoft. p. 146. Symm lib, 
iii. ep. 60, 61. p. i»9. • Soz. lib. vii. cap. 27. p. 740. P Amb. 

Lycia, 
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Tat/anus Lycia, his native country 5 and the fon fentenced to death. 
bamjbed, Theodofius fent him his pardon ; but the meffenger, cor- 
and his fon rupted by Rufinus, did not acquaint the proper officers with 
executed, tne em p eror »g order, till the execution was over How 
juft foever the punifhment inflicted on Tatianus might be, 
his countrymen the Lycians, whohad no (hare in his crimes, 
ought not to have had any in his difgrace and misfortunes : 
neverthelefs Theodofius, at the ihftigation of Rufinus, a de- 
clared enemy to the Lycians, enabled a law, declaring their 
whole nation infamous, depriving them of the employ- 
ments they held at that time, and rendering them for ever 
incapable of any preferment r . This unjuft law was after- 
wards revoked by Arcadiu9, who reltored the Lycians to 
their former condition, afcribing the bafe treatment they 
had received, not to their demerit, but to the hatred of 
Rufinus. 

The affair of Tatianus and Proculus was not yet ended, 
when news of the death of Valentinian, and the ufurpatioil 
of Eugenius, were brought to Conftantinople. A few days 
Eugenius after, ambafladors arrived from the ufurper, who, without 
fends depu- evcn mentioning of Arbogaftes, demanded an audience in 
Theodofius' tne name °f Eugenius; and, being admitted to the empe- 
' ror's prefence, propofed an alliance between him and their 
mafler. Theodofius received them in a very courteous 
manner, amufed them with fair words, and difmifled them 
loaded with rich prefents At the head of this embafTy 
was Rufinus, an Athenian, attended by feveral bifhop3 fent 
by Eugenius to divert the emperor from engaging in a ci- 
vil war. As Theodofius charged Arbogaftes with the mur- 
der of Valentinian, the bifhoos endeavoured to clear him 
from that falfe, as they ftyled it, and groundlefs afperfion l . 
who pre- Theodofius began his military operations; but, as he con- 
f ares for fided more in the afliflance of Heaven than the number cf 
2 his troops, or the bravery of his generals, he vifited all the 

churches of his capital, attended by feveral bifhops, and a 
great crowd of people, imploring the favour and protection 
H'i piety, of the Almighty. The military preparations, to which 
Mis laws Theodofius applied himfelf with indefatigable pains, did 
W'iJI he- ri0 t divert him from publifhing feveral laws in favour of 
Tei:s ' orthodoxy and the Chriftian religion. 

In the following year Theodofius was conful the third 
time, with Abundantius, who was, as appears from a law 
of the preceding year, general both of the horfe and foot. 
It was at this period he abrogated the ancient law of trea- 

r ' 

<> Zof. lib. iv. p. 774. r Cod. Theod. lib. ix, tit. 38. leg. 9. 
p. 178, *7S|. » ZoL p. 776. * Ruf. p. 191. 

fon., 
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fon, denouncing death againft thofe who uttered feditious 
words againft the prince. " If fuch words (fays Theodo- 
fius in his law of this year) proceed from levity, they are „ 
to be defpifed ; if from folly, to be pitied ; if from malice, 
they are to be forgiven "." In the beginning, or, as fome a. D. 393. 
aflert, in the end, of this year, that is, on the fifteenth of U.C. 1191. 
January, or twentieth of November, the emperor declared " 
his fecond fon Honorius, Auguftus. The ceremony was ^°", orit ^ 
performed with great folemnity in the palace of Hebdimon, ^puflus. 
near Conftantinople w . 

Eugenius had gained confiderable advantages over the Eugenius 
Franks; but leaving Gaul this year, he repaired to Italy 5 
which he had fcarce entered, when he was addrefled by a aJvsmtage 
deputation from the Roman fenate, intreating him to re- owr 
flore to the temples the revenues, of which they had been Franks, 
deprived by Gratian, and to re-eftablifti the celebrated altar 
of Victory. Eugenius received them kindly ; but could 
not be prevailed upon to comply with their requeft. The 
fenate foon after fent a fecond deputation, to folicit the 
fame favour ; which was denied them a fecond time. But 
when by a third embafly they renewed their requeft, Euge- Eugenius 
nius yielded to their importunity, reftoring the Pagan reli- favours the 
gion and temples to their former luftre, and fuffering the ? a g an . €i ~ 
ancient ceremonies and Sacrifices to be renewed in the fe- ummes * 
nate of the metropolis of his empire x . The following 
year 394, Arcadius being conful the third time, and Ho- 
norius the fecond, Theodofius leaving Conftantinople, pur- 
fued his march through Dacia, and the other provinces be- 
tween Thrace and the Julian Alps, which feparate Italy from 
Noricum, with a defign to force the pauses of thofe moun- 
tains, and invade Italy, before the army of Eugenius was 
in a condition to oppofe him. Upon his arrival at the Alps, 
he found the pafles guarded by Flavianus, prefect of Italy, 
at the head of a confiderable body of Roman troops, who 
fled after a Ihort refiftance. Flavianus was killed at the firft 
onfet. Theodofius, having thus opened himfelf a paflage Yr. of FI. 
over the Alps, was met, as he defcended thofe mountains, **44* 
by Eugenius, at the head of a very numerous army, drawn u C I i 9 J # 
up on the banks of the river Frigidum ; which Sanfon and ' 119 * 
others fuppofe to be the river Vipao or Wibach, in the Theodofius 
county or Gbrice, about thirty-fix miles from Aquileia. forces the 
The army of Theodofius was no lefs numerous than that P°ff iS *f 
of the enemy, being reinforced by feveral bodies of Arme- 

nians, Iberians, Arabians, Goths, and other Barbarians 

■ 

« Cod, Tbeod. lib. ix. tit. 4. leg* 3. p. 4*. * Philoft. lib. xi. 
cap. 2. p. 146. Soz. lib. vit. cap. 24. p. 741. Claud. Conf. Hon. 3. 
3S» 3^ * Amb. Vit p. 85. cp. 15. p. 210. 

beyond 
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beyond the Danube. The Roman troops were commanded 
by Timafius, and Stilicho, who had manicd the emperor's 
niece *, and the foreign auxiliaries by Gainas, Saul, Bacu- 
rius, and Alaric the Goth, whofe name is famous in hif- 
tory. Of Gainas, who was of the fame nation, and Saul, 
who was likewife a Barbarian, \Ve fhall have frequent occa- 
fion to fpeak in the reigns of Arcadius and Honorius. Ba- 
curius was a native of Armenia or, as Rufinus afferts, 
of Iberia ; and, he is flyled by that writer king of Iberia*- 
Among the Romans he was comes domefticorum, that is, 
captain of the guards, and univerfally clteemed, not only 
for his courage and experience, but for the mildnefs of his 
temper, his affability and good-nature even to his enemies. 
RufTinus, the ecclefiaftic biftorian, who lived in great in- 
timacy with him while he was duke of Paleftine, calls him 
a man of great integrity, a piour, and zealous Chriftian, a 
worthy companion of Theodofius, a man endowed with 
every good quality of the mind, and by few equalled in the 
The two perfections of his body. Under thefe leaders the army of 
armies Theodofius advanced into the plain ; but the emperor, un- 
*t$aj>e* willing to expofe the Romans, ordered the foreign auxi- 
liaries to begin the action, which they did with great vi- 
gour and refolution ; but were foon put in diforder by the 
regular and well-difciplined troops of Eugenius, headed by 
Arbogaftes, who fignalized himfelf in a very particular 
manner. Bacurius, however, having rallied the Barbarians, 
led them back to the charge ; and being fupported by Ti- 
mafius and Stilicho, renewed the combat, which lafted till 
night, when both armies retired to their refpe&ive camps. 
Bacurius, on this occafion, diftinguifhed himfelf above the 
other commanders, killing great numbers of the enemy 
with his own hand ; but being at length furrounded on all 
fides, he was flain, after having defended himfelf for a long 
time with incredible bravery. Of the Goths, and other 
auxiliaries, above ten thoufand were killed; but of the 
Romans, who fupported them, only r. fmall number. 

Eugenius concluding he had gained the battle, and that 
the army of Theodofius was totally defeated, allowed his 
men to retire to their tents, and refrelh themfelves, that 
they might be the better able to purfue the enemy next 
morning. Jn the mean time Theodofius was advifed by his 
generals not to hazard a fecond engagement, but to retire 
in the night, rcpafs the Alps, and defer the decifion of 
the war "till another campaign againft which time he 

y Zof. p. 777. * Ru(H lib. i. cap, 1©, p. 166. lib. ii. cap. 33. 

might 
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might with eafc recruit his army, and renew hoflilities with 
freih vigour. But the emperor, without regarding their 
remonftrarices, having affembled his troops by break of ^ U r en t ttt J 
day, led them in perfon againft the enemy; and entering " eat ' 
their camp by furprize, put great numbers to the fword, 
and obliged the reft to fave thcmfelves by a precipitate and 
disorderly flight*.' Arbogaftes' behaved on this occafion with 
great intrepidity; but in fpite of his utmoft efforts, his troops, 
tjuite diflieartened, and concluding, from the extraordinary 
violence of -a ftorm, which blew full in their faces, that hea- 
ven fought againft them, either fled, or, throwing down their 
arms, fubmitted to -Theodofius, who received them into 
favour; but at the fame time commanded them to apprehend, 
and deliver up the ufurper. They no fooner received this 
order, than they flew to the rifing ground, where Eugenius 
had polled himfelf to behold the battle, and was ftill wait- 
ing the event. When he obferved them marching haftily 
towards him, he concluded they brought him news of the 
victory. As they approached he afked them, whether they 
hsrd, purfuant to his orders, fecured Theodofius. They 
anfwered, that they defpifed the commands of a tyrant and 
ufurper, whom they were come to feize, and deliver to 
their lawful fovereign ; and loading him that inftant with Eugenius 
irons, dragged him, ftripped of all the enfigns of majefty, taken, deli~ 
to the emperor; who reproached him with the murder of ^[ ed d u f t0 
Valentinian, with the calamities he had brought upon the a ^p^(* 
empire by his unjuft ufurpation, and with putting his con- death by 
fidence in Hercules, in defiance of the only true God; his own 
for on his chief ftandard he had difplayed the image of mtn *- 
that fabulous deity. Eugenius begged earneftly for his life ; 
but while he lay proftrate at the emperor's feet, his own 
foldiers (truck-off his head, and carrying it on the point of 
a fpear, (hewed it to thofe who, remaining in his camp, 
had not yet fubmitted to Theodofius. At that fight they 
were all thunderftruck ; but being at the fame time inform- 
ed, that Theodofius was ready to pardon them, they threw 
<iown their arms, and fubmitted b . 

Arbogaftes, the chief author of the death of Valenti- Arbogaftes 
'man, and the evils attending it, defpairing of pardon, fled lays violent 
to the mountains; but finding that diligent fearch was A«*^ro« 
made after him, he laid violent hands on himfelf. The " tm /"^ % 
children of Eugenius and Arbogaftes, who had attended 
"their parents in this war, having great reafon to expect the 

» Zof. p. 778; b Ambr. Vit. p. 86. Claud. Conf. Hon. 4. 

p. 41. Ruffin p. 191. Tbeod. p, 740. Socr. lib. v. cap. 15. p. 294. 
Chron. Alex. p. 710. 
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feme treatment, took fan&uary in different churches : but 
the pious emperor, not fatisfied with pardoning them, em- 
braced that opportunity to convert them from Paganifra, 
which they profefled, to the Chriftian religion, appointing 
proper perfons to inftruct,and convince them of their errors; 
which they had no fooner renounced, than he took the con- 
verts under his protection, put them in poflTeflion of their 
paternal eftates, and raifed them to confiderable employ- 
ments c . The emperor, immediately after his victory over 
Eugenius, fent for his fun Honorius, whom he had left at 
Conftantinople, under the care of Rufinus, who was there- 
Yr. of Fl. by veiled with almoft an unlimited power. Before the ar- 
*844- rival of the young prince, Theodofius had removed from 
U C \\q%. Aquileia to Milan, where he received him and Serena, who 
' came with him, in the great church, and committed them 

lhnorius both to the care of St. Ambrofe d . Serena was daughter 
declared to Honorius, the emperor's brother. A few days after, he 
'T^u^a °f declared his fon Honorius emperor of the Weft, affigning 
ihiKre t- him Italy, Gaul, Spain, ^ritain, Africa, and Weft Illyri- 
cum, and appointing Stilicho his firft general* and prime 
minifter e . With this declaration he difpatched Stilicho to 
Rome - 9 on which occafion Serena, whom Theodofius had 
married to that general, and who accompanied her huf- 
band to Home, inewed a great defire, fays ZoCmus, to fee 
the ftatue of Cybele ; but ihe was no fooner admitted into 
the temple than (he fnatched from the goddefs a necklace 
of ineftimable value, faying, it became better the niece of 
an emperor than a fenfelefs ftatue. An old Veftal, who 
was piefent, tranfported with ,zeal, could not forbear ut- 
tering dreadful imprecations againft Serena, her hufband, 
and her children ; but Serena caufed her to be driven out 
of the temple, and punifiied for her arrogance. At the 
fame time her hufband Stilicho commanded the thick plates 
..of gold, with which the gates pf Jupiter^Capitolinus were 
covered, to be taken off, and conveyed to his palace. The 
.Roman fenate fent deputies to congratulate Theodofius on 
his late victory, and to folicit the ponfujftiip of the enfuing 
year for the two brothers Qlybrius and Probinus. The 
•emperor granted their requeft, .exhorting them at the fame 
time with great t zeal to -renounce the errors in which they 
.had been brought up, and yield to the^fprce of that truth 
w hich now generally prevailed. This year : is remarkable 
Jpr dreadful- ear^ajLiaJtes, wrucji w$re felt, almoft -every day 

* Amfcr. «p. 16. -p. 2ii. ,0#rf. p. >to» 3*1. j* Socrat. lib. v« 
cap. »6. p. ,*£5« R«#, i|.jc»p«. 34. p.. 15ft. « /of. lib. if. 

P- 773. 
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Jn mod provinces of the empire, from the beginning of 
September to the end of November ; for exceflive and in- 
cefiant rains, which laid whole countries Under Water ; and 
fuch a darknefs as had not happened in the memory of 
man f ; all which the writers of thofe times interpret as 
prognoftics of the great lofs the Roman empire was to fuf- 
tain in the approaching death of the great Theodofius. 

Theodofius, having reftored tranquility in the Weft, was 
preparing to return to Conftantinople, when he was feized 
with a dropfy, occafioned by the great fatigues he had un- 
dergone in the late war *. As foon as he perceived himfelf Thodofius 
in danger, he made his will, by which he divided the em- ^pire bi* 
pire, bequeathing the Eaft to his eldeft fon Arcadius, and 'tween his 
the Weil to Honorius. He likewife confirmed the pardon twocJM* 
which he had granted to all thofe who had borne arms 
againft him, and remitted a tribute, which had proved very 
burdenfome to the people, charging his fons and fuccefibrs 
to fee his will duly executed with refpe£r, to thefe two 
points h . He died at Milan on the feventeenth of January Yr. of Fl. 
of the year 395, two days before he had ended the fifteenth ^?*** 
year of his reign, being then at moft in the fiftieth year of ^'c i? 9 *" 
his age. St. Ambrofe pronounced his funeral oration, in * 
which he fuppofes him to enjoy the rewards promifed in the Theodofius 
gofpel to a religious and virtuous life. His body was era- 
balmed, and conveyed from Milan to Conftantinople, 
where it was interred by Arcadius with extraordinary pomp 
and magnificence on the ninth of November *. 

As for the character of Theodofius, all authors, whether His 
Pagan or Chriftian, Zofimus alone excepted, agree, that he ra£ter » 
was endowed in an eminent degree with every virtue becom- 
ing a prince, without the allay of one fingle vice. Not to men- 
tion the ecclefiaftic hiftorians, and the two great luminaries 
of the church, St. Ambrofe and St. Auftin, who may per- 
haps be thought prejudiced in his favour, as he was a molt 
zealous patron of the orthodox faith, Themiftius, Symma- 
chus, Facatus, and Vidtor the younger, though greatly at- 
tached to the ancient religion of the Romans, which Tlieo* 
dofius difcountenanced above all his predecefibrs, and en- 
deavoured to fupprefs, propofe him as the pattern of an 
excellent prince \ the eminent virtues that {hone in him 
overcoming the prejudice which his zeal for the Chriftian 
religion, and averfion to the fuperftitious ceremonies of the 



f Mar. Chron. Amb. Serm. de Diverf. iii. p. 116. * Socr* 

Jib. v. capl %6. p. 295. Soi. lib. vii. cap. 28. p. 75*. h Ambr. 

Serm. dc Diverf. iii. p. 1 17. 1 Zof. lib* iv. p. 779. Socr. lib. vi. 
cap. it p. 500. 
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Pagans, raifed againft him among tbofe who, in fpite of 
his utmoft efforts, continued obftinate in their errors k . 
Theodofius was naturally choleric, and apt in the firft 
tranfports of his paflion to iflue orders that favoured of 
cruelty. But, as he was foon appeafed, we have but one 
inftance of their being p*t in execution before he had time 
to revoke them ; namely, the horrid maflacre of the inha- 
bitants of TheflaVonica, who had murdered in an infurrec- 
tion Bo t eric us, the emperor's lieutenant in Illyricum, be- 
caufe he refuted to releafe a chariot-driver, who bad been 
imprifoned for offering violence to a woman of fome di- 
fiintlion. 

When the report of this outrage came to the emperor's 
ears, he ordered all thofe, who had been concerned in the 
murder or riot, to be put to death ; but, at the intercefiion 
of St. Ambrofe, and other bifliops afTemblcd in a fynod at 
Milan, where the emperor then was, he revoked his orders, 
and pardoned them. Some time after, his minifters rep re- 
ferring, that the Theffalonians had been encouraged to this 
fedition by the too great indulgence he had {hewn to the in- 
habitants of Antioch ; and that, if he fuffered the murder of 
his lieutenant to pafs unpunifhed, his officers for the future 
Would be in continual danger of their lives, and himfelf 
Mem*/- difturbed and alarmed with daily infurre&ions ; his wrath 
jacrt of was again inflamed to fuch a degree, that, forgetful of the 
Theffalo- promife he had made to St. Ambrofe, he immediately or- 
ia ' dered a body of troops to march to Theflalonica, and re- 
venge on the inhabitants the death of his lieutenant. The 
foldiers, entering the city, purfuant to their orders, fur- 
rounded the people, while they were aflembled to behold 
the Circenflan games ; and, attacking them fword in hand, 
without regard to fex, age, or condition, without diftin&ion 
of guilt or innocence, cruelly malTacred, in the fpace of 
three hours, above feven thoufand perfons, many of whom 
were flrangers come to Theflalonica to celebrate the fports. 

When news of this maflacre were brought to Milan, St. 
Ambrofe wrote to the emperor, who had left tfcat city, up- 
braiding him with his cruelty, representing the enormity of 
his crime, and exhorting him to atone for it by a fincere 
An \njtanct fubmiiTion and repentance, This remonftrance the crape? 
tfhisfub- for received with humiliation ; and, returning a few days 
7hf l °difci a ** er t0 ^^ an > repaired, according to his cuftom, to the 
tlUe of 'tht g re at church, to perform his devotions. But St. Ambrofe, 
church. meeting him at the door, denied him entrance, telling him, 

k Vide Sym. lib. iii. Ep. 8x. p. 137. Ep. 13. p. 65. Vifit. Epit. 
P- 54** 5+7» 

that 
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that he was cut off from the communion of the faithful, 
and unworthy to appear amongll them, till he had expiat- 
ed fo public a crime by as public a repentance. To this the 
emperor readily fubrhitted ; and, returning to the palace 
with tears in his eyes* performed all the duties of an open 
penance, as enjoined by the canons of the church, and the 
cuftora of thofie times. He continued in that (late for the 
fpace of eight months ; and to make fome amends for his 
crime, as well as to prevent himfelf and his fucceflbrs from 
being guilty of the like cruelty for the future, he enabled a 
law, or rather enforced the obfervance of an ancient law, 
importing, that all criminals mould enjoy a refpite of thirty 
days, betwixt the time of pronouncing their fentence and 
their execution 1 (F). 

CHAP; 

1 Tbeodor. lib. iii. cap* 17. Zoz. lib. iii. cap. 24. Niceph. lib. xii. 
cap. 40. Amb. Epift. *8. Aug. de Civit. lib. v. cap. 26. &c. 

(F) Among the writer* who his friends, named Elpidius* 

flourifhed under Theodofius, and publiftied after his death by 

the celebrated orator Symma- his fon (3). Prudentius, who 

chus defcrves, both on account wrote againft him, while he was 

of his birth and eloquence*, to living, on occafion of his en- 

. be mentioned in the firit place, deavouring to perfuade the em- 

He was the fon of L. Aure- peror to reftore the altar of 

lius Avianus Symmachus, pre- Victory, extols his eloquence, 

feci of Rome. He himfelf was and compares it to a golden lpade 

high pontiff of the Pagans, made ufe of to dig up ordure 

quaeftor, pnetor, corrector, or (4). Macrobius compares his 

governor, of Lucania and Bru- elegant and florid ityle, as he 

tium ; proconful of Africa, terms it, to that of Pliny the 

pretext of Rome, and con- younger, and equals him, in 

lul ( 1 ) • He was efteemed the that refpeel, to the beft writers 

moft eloquent orator of his of antiquity (5). 
time ; but, his fpeeches not The Latin poet Rufus Feftus 

meeting with the applaufe he Avienus is fuppofed to have 

expected', he applied himfelf flouriihed under Theodofius, 

entirely to the writing of let- becaufe he inferibed a work to 

ters (2). His fpeeches have Probus, the conful, whom mod 

been long (ince loll ; but his writers take to be the celebrat- 

Lorters have reached our times, ed Probus, who died not long 

and are divided into ten books, before the year 395 (6). St. 

They were carefully preferved jerom, in his comments on the 

by bis aroanuenfis, and one of Epiftle to Titus, writes, that the 

(1) Sym. lib. ix. Epift. 41. p. 31. Cod. Thecd. tit. 6. p. 386. 
(i)Syra hb.iv.Ep- 19. p. 159. & lib. viii. Ep.68. p. 3?f. (3) Idem, 
lib. iii. p. 101. & lib. v. Ep. 83, 84. p. ato. (4) Prud. in Sym. lib. i. 
p. axj. & lib.ii. p. 215. (5) Macr. lib. v. cap. 1, p. 364. (6)Vofl*. 
Hilt. I*at. lib. ii. cap. 9. p. zoa. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 



The. Hi/lory of the Eajlern and Wejlern Empire, 
from the Death of Theodofius the Great to the 
taking of Rome the firft Time by the Goths. 

THEODOSIUS divided, as we have obferved above, 
the empire, at his death, between his two fons Ar- 
cadius and Honorius ; but, as they were too young to go- 
vern, Arcadius being but eighteen years old, and Honorius 

not 



phenomena of Aratus had been 
lately tranflated by Avienus (7) ; 
which work, together with his 
tranilation of Dionyfius's de- 
fcription of the world, and a 
third poem by the fame author 
on the fea-coafts, has reached 
our times. To the fame Avie- 
nus or Avianus are generally 
afcribed the fables of ^£fop iu 
Latin verfe, and the whole hi- 
ilory of Livy in iambics ; but 
the latter laborious perform- 
ance, which is mentioned by 
Servius, has been long fince 
loft (8). Victor, the hiftorian, 
who clofes his hiftory with a 
kind of panegyric on Theodo- 
fius, is thought to have lived in 
his time, and to have written 
foon after the death of that 
prince (9) . The name of Sex- 
tus Aurelius Vi&or is common 
to him with another, hiftorian, 



names he is quoted by Paulus 
Diaconus (1). He wrote the 
Roman hiftory ; but what has 
reached our times is but an 
abridgment of his work, and 
thence called Victor's epitome 
(2). The Notitia, or flare ot 
the provinces of the empire, 
publiihed by Surita, with the 
Itinerary of Antoninus, is fup- 
pofed to have been written in 
the time of 'I heodoiius ; for 
mention is made there of the 
provinces of Arcadia in Egypt, 
and Honorias in Pontus, fo 
ftyled from that prince's two 
fons, and no notice is taken of 
feveral other provinces formed 
by Arcadius after the death of 
his father (3). The five books 
of Flavius Vegetius Renatus 
on the military art, are addrdT- 
ed to the emperor, by whofe 
order the author undertook that 



who flouriflied in the reigu of work (4). But that prince is 

the emperor Valens ; but from fometimes named Valentinian, 

him he is diftinguiflied by the and fometimes Theodofius (5). 

furname of junior, or the The philofopher Themiftius 

younger: in feveral manufcripts flouriflied under Theodofius, 

he is ftyled Vi&orius or Victo- and was no lefs efteemed by the 

riuus, and under both thefe Greeks than Symmachus by 



(7) Hier. in Tit. 1. p. * 4 8. (8) Voff. Poet. Lat. p. 56. 
Hilt Lat. lib. ii. cap. it. p. an. (1) Idem ibid. 
Epit. pt 531. £3} Vide Norif. Epoch, p. S98, 304. 
lib. i. p. 13. & lib* u. p. 30, (5) Idem, p. 13. 



(9) Voft 
(») Vi£. 
(4) Ve* 

the 
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not yet eleven, he committed the former to the care of Ru- Rufinus 
fin us, and the latter to that of Stilicho m . Rufinus was a prime mi- 

native f er J° 

m Orof. lib. vii. p. 1*1. Ambr. Serm. de Diverf. p. 117. Zof. 
p. 780. 

* 

the Latins. Gregory Nazian- expectations the world enter- 

zen ftyles him the king of elo- tained of him (4). Upon the 

quence ; and adds, that he ex- acceffion of Jovian to the em* 

celled in every thing, but mod- pire, Thcmiftius was deputed 

ly in the art of fpeaking (6). to the new prince by the fenate 

When he was very young, he of Conftantinople, to congra- 

wrote comments on Ariftotle tulate him in their name ; on 

for his private ufe ; but never- which occafion he pronounced, 

thelefs they were publiihed, or intended to pronounce, the 

and met with great applaufe oration which has reached our 

(7). His comments on Ari- times (5) with feveral difcourfes 

ft o tie, and his notes on Plato, pronounced by him before Va- 

were extant in the time of lens, who heard him at lead , 

Photius, who ftyles them an once every year (6). He * 

ufeful work (?). He firft taught was with that prince in 369, 

the philofophy of Pvthagoras, when he concluded a peace 

of Plato, and of Ariftotle ; but with the Goths, to which the 

preferred the latter (9). He philofopher pretends to have 

had an incredible number of greatly contributed (7). Heat- 

difciples ; and a philofopher tended Valens into the Eaft, and 

of Sicyon in Peloponnefus, who in the Perfian war in 372 (8). 

had ftudied under Iamblichus, Theodofius raifed him, in 384, 

lent him all his at once ( 1 ). In to the dignity of prefect of Con- 

the year 355, Conftantius creat- ftantinople, and once had fome 

ed him fenator of Conftanti- thoughts of committing to his 

nople, and wrote a letter in his care the education of his fon 

commendation to the fenate of Arcadius (9). It is evident 

that city (2). Two years after, from his writings that he pro- 

that prince caufed a ftatue to fefled Paganifm, though he was 

be creeled to his honour no fanatic. 

Julian wrote frequently to him Eunapius, who compofed the 

10 the time of his difgrace; lives of the fophifts of the fourth 

and, being created Caefar, an- century, was a native of Sardes, 

fwered by a long letter that the metropolis of Lydia; but 

which Themiftius had written ftudied at Athens, for five years, 

from Conftantinople, encourag- under Proerfes, profeflbrof elo* 

ing him to anfwer the mighty quence in that city. He re- 

(6) Gregor. Nazien*. ep. exxxix. p. 865. (7) Idem. Orat. 

xxvii. p. 333. Orat. xxhi. p. 294, 195. (8) Phot, cap 73, p. 164. 
(9) Idem. Orat. xxiii. p. 498. & Orat. Conft. p. 2*. (1) Idem. 
Orat. xxiii. p. 195. (*) ° rat - Conft. p. 18. (3) Themift. Orat, 
iv. p 54. (4) Julian, ad Themift. p. 479. (O Themift. Orat. v. 
p. 69. (6) Idem. Orat. x. p. 129. (7) Idem. ibid. p. 133. & 
Orat. xiii. p. j66. (8) Idem. ibid. (9) Themift. Orat. xvii. 
p. si 5. 

Y 3 turned 
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native of. Eaufe if) Gafcony ". He appeared firft at cottrf 
in the reign of Theo^ofius, who, being pieafed tvith hi$ 
uncommon addrefs and extraordinary qualities, raifed him, 
about the year 390, to the poft of magifter officiorum, to 
fhe confular dignity in 392, and the fame year to that of 
prefect of the Eaft, leaving him at Conftantinople, veiled 

* Claud, in Ruf. lib. i. p. tt, 13. 

furned afterwards to Lydia, and found in Suidas (0» and in the 

taught rhetoric. He applied abftracls of Conftantinus Por- 

himfelf likewife to the ftudy of phyrogenitus on embaffies. Vbf* 

phyfic, and to that of magic, mis Writes, that the entire hif- 

undet Chryfanthusj who had tory of Etinapius is lodged id 

married his coufim He was the public library of Venice (6)* 

initiated in the myfteries of The hiltory of Zofimus is but 

Eleufina, and blindly attached an abridgment of that of Eu* 

to all the ceremohies of the Pa- napius (7). They were both 

gan fuperftition ( t ) By Chry- declared enemies to the Chrif* 

fanthus he' was induced to write tian princes, efpecially to Con* 

the lives of the fophifts ; which itantme the Great, though Eu? 

Work he begins with the life of napius retrenched, in the fe- 

Plotinus, who flouriflied in the cond edition of his work, moft 

middle of the third century, of the invectives againft the 

frrom Plotinus he proceeds to Chriftians, which he had . in* 

the lives of Porphyrius, of ferted in the firft (8). The 

Iamblichus, and his difciples, two philofbphers Pappus and 

who were all addicted to the Theo flourifhed at Alexandria 

iludy of magic, as evidently in the reign of Theqdofius* 

appears from the Recount he The former wrote a general de- 

gives us of them (a). He com : fcription of the earth, a treatife 

piled the hiftory of the empe- on the rivers of Lydia, and 

rors, which confifled of fourteen fome other books on different 

books, and extended from the fubje£h(o). Theo, or Theon, 

beginning of the reign of Clau- belonged to the Mufeum, fays 

dius, the fucceflbr of Gallienus, Suidas (1); that is, to the io* 

yvhere the hitfory of Dexippus ciety of learned men who com- 

fcnded, to the death of Eudoxia^ pofed the academy of Alexan- 

the wife of Arcadius ; that is, dria. He wrote a book on the 

from the year 268 to 404 (3). overflowing of the Nile, and 

His life of the emperor Julian others on mathematics, arith* 

was rather a panegyric than a metic, aftrology, on Ptolemy's 

hiilory (4). Some fragments canon, and on other fubjec"U (z)% 
of this hiilory are ftill to be 

(1) Eunap. cap. 8. p. 82. 10a. 103. Phot. cap. 77. p. 169. Jonf. 
lib. iii. cap. 17. p- 196—499. (») Eunap. cap. a». p. 144. 

(3) Phot, ihi^l. Eunap. p. 75. (4) Ibid. cap. 8. p. 8s. Tbemift. 
Oiat. (5) Suid. p. 1099. 2237. (6) Vo(T. Hift. Graec. lib. ii. 
rap, 18. p. 252. (7) Phot. .cap. 98. p. 27a. (8) Idem ibid, 
Suid. p. 1515. (9) Ibid. p. 4*4 & 1307. (1) Idem ibid. 

(2) Idem ibid. & Jonf. lib. iii. can. 2. p. 210. 

yrith 
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wtth aimer ft an abfolute and unlimited power, when he? 
marched into the Weft in 394 to make war on Engenius °. 

Rufinus was well-fhaped, tall, of a graceful mien, and His ch** 
fprightly genius He profefled the Chriftian religion, and ra3 "* 
was baptized in 394, on the folemn cbnfecration of a 
church which he had built, together with a palace, near 
Chalcedon «. He could never have gained the efteem and 
confidence of Theodofius, without the appearance, at leaft, 
of piety, joined to his uncommon talents. St. Ambrofe 
ranked him among his friends, and was glad to fee him 
preferred He lived in great intimacy with Symmachus, 
if the laft letters of that writer's third book are, as they are 
commonly believed, addreffed to him. In thofe letters 
Symmachus commends his lively genius, his eloquence, 
and the delicacy of his raillery *. He likewife extols his 
virtue, his fincerity and difintereftednefs, and the penetra- 
tion of Theodofius in choofing fo worthy a minifter. But 
the fame writer cenfures him more after his death, than he 
had flattered him in his life-time. Claudian charges him 
with avarice, ambition, cruelty, perfidioufnefs, and all the 
crimes and evil qualities of which human nature is capa- 
ble. Suidas and Zofimus fpeak of him as a great diflem- 
bier, and one who trampled under-foot all laws, both hu» 
fnan and divine, when they ftood in the way of his un- 
bounded ambition, and infatiable avarice. St. Jerom like- 
wife charges him with avarice ; Orofius, Philoftorgius, and 
Marcellinus in his chronicle, accufe him of having excited 
the Barbarians againft the empire, in order to raifc himfelf, 
in that confufion of affairs, to the fovereignty. St. Am- 
brofe reproaches him, in Theodoret, as the author of the 
maflacre of the inhabitants of Theflalonica Zofimus a£- 
cribes to his treachery the death of Promotus, killed by the 
Barbarians, and the downfal and misfortunes of Tatianus, 
and his fon Proculus u ; but other writers quellion the in- 
nocence both of the father and fon, as we have already 
obferved. 

Stilicho, who ruled with no lefs abfolute power in the Stilich 
Weft under Honorius, than Rufinus did in the Eafl under firf mt **; 
Arcadius, was a Vandal ; whence he is ftyled by St. Jerom ^ 
a Demi-barbarian w . Claudian, who was no lets partial in 

« Zof. lib. \v. p. 773. Cod. Tbeod, tit. 6. p. 382. Arahr. ep, 
50. p. 309. P Philolr. lib. xi. cap. 3. p, 318. Soz. lib. vtii. 

cap. 17. p. 780. <J Pallad. Hift. Lauf. cap. 12. p. 915. » Amb. 
cp. 50. p. 309. » Syram. lib. iii. ep. 82, 83. 88. p. 137. t Theo- 
dor. lib. v. cap. 17. p. 728. " Zof. lib. iv. p. 771. * Hier. 
*p. 11. p. 93. Val. Rer. Franc, lib. i. p. 10+. Of of, lib. vii. cap, 
p. 222. 
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his favour than prejudiced againft his rival Rufinus, men- 
tions none of his anceftors, befides his father, who had a 
Hh cka- confiderable command in the array under Valens \ Stili- 
taSer* cho himfelf bore arms from his childhood, and rofe by de-> 
grecs to the poft of magifter utriufque militia;, that is, ge- 
neral both of the horfe and foot y . He commanded the 
Rom an.troops, according to Zofimus,for the fpace of twenty- 
three years, and attended TheodoOus in all his wars. That 
prince mud have entertained a great opinion of him, fince 
he preferred him to all thofe who courted his niece Serena, 
whom he had adopted after the death of her father Hono- 
rius. By her Stilicho had a fon, named Eucherius, born 
at Rome in 389, while Theodofius was in that city, and 
two daughters, Maria and Thermantia, of whom we {hall 
have frequent occafion to fpeakin the fequel of our hiftory. 
Theodofius would not have honoured Stilicho with his alii-* 
ance, had he not profefled the Chriftian religion but, as he 
is more commended by the Pagan than Chriftian writers, 
and his fon Eucherius openly declared himfelf againft 
Chriftianity, we cannot, upon the bare teftimony of Baro- 
nius, believe him to have been, not only a zealous but a 
pious Chriftian. Zofimus writes, that, during the time he 
. commanded the Roman armies, he never fold any military 
employments, or deprived the foldiers of the leaft (hare of 
their pay. The fame writer extols his moderation, in not 
preferring his fon Eucherius to any confiderable employ- 
ments, though he had a juft title to the firft in the ftate. 
But other writers * charge him even with a defign of railing 
his fon to the empire, and depofing his lawful fovereign 
Honorius, his ward and his fon-in-law ; for that prince 
married fucceflively both Stilicho's daughters. Zofimu§ 
endeavours to clear him from this charge ; but at the fame 
time owns him to have been in the higheft degree corrupt 
and partial in the adminiftration of juftice ; to have coun- 
tenanced thofe who plundered the provinces, provided they 
fhared the fpoils with them ; and to have in a ftiort time 
acquired, by the moft unlawful means, immenfe riches \ 
Upon the death of Theodofius, Arcadius, to whom the 
Eaftern provinces had been allotted, proceeded immediately 
Jo Conftantinopje, while Honorius continued at Milan, to 
awe with his prefence the Barbarians inhabiting the coun- 
tries bordering on Rhaetia, who were in arms, and ready to 
break into the empire* As Honorius was but a child, and 
Arcadius a youth, without either pa,rts or experience, both 

* Claud, de Laud. Stilic* lib. ii. p. 124. 7 Profp. lib.iii. cap. 38. 
p. 150. Grut. p. 1 1 a. » Philaft. p. 461.465. 1 ZoC 

j>. 780—789. 
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princes bore only the name of emperors, the whore power 
being lodged in Rufinus and Stilicbo, of whom the former 
ruled with abfolute dominion in the Eaft, and the other do- 
mineered in the Weft. 

Thefe two minifters agreed in plundering the provinces, Both mini- 
and impoverifliing whole nations, to enrich themfelves $ Jfers agree 
but at the fame time jealous of each other's grandeur, »/AwAr. 
neither of them thought himfelf fafe, while his rival con- i*f # 
tinued in power. Stilicho pretended, that Theodofius, 
when dying, had committed both princes, and the manage- 
ment or the affairs of both empires to his care ; hence, con- 
fide ring the power which Rufinus enjoyed in the Eaft as a 
mere usurpation, he was conftantly meditating in what 
manner he might compafs his ruin, and engrofs the whole 
authority to himfelf 6 . On the other hand, Rufinus, not Rufinus 
fatisfied to rule under Arcadius, began to afpire to the fo- efpiru to 
vereignty ; and thinking the readieft way to attain it, was tAe f 9 *"" 
to marry his daughter to the young prince, who, he ima- 
gined, would not think it any difparagement to a flu me his 
father-in-law for his colleague, he caufed overtures con- 
cerning this match to be made with the utmoft fecrecy ; 
which, however, foon became the public talk, and height- 
ened the averfion which the people had already conceived 
againft him, on account of his arrogance, avarice, and ar- 
bitrary procedings. While this affair was in agitation, Eu- 
cherius, the emperor's uncle, thinking himfelf ill treated 
by Luc i an us, count of the Eaft, complained to Arcadius, 
who eaft the whole blame upon Rufinus, by whofe intereft 
he had been raifed to that poft. Lucianus was the fon of 
Florentius, prefect of Gaul in the latter end of the reign of 
Conftantius ; and, having purchafed the favour of Ruhnus, 
by prefenting him with rich poffeflions, had been recom- 
mended to the emperor, who made him count of the Eaft, 
in which office he is faid to have acquitted himfelf with the 
greateft juftice, moderation, and integrity; infomuch that 
he refufed even to comply with a requeft of the emperor's 
uncle, which appeared inconfiftent with equity. This re- A remark- 
fufal being mifreprefented to Arcadius, Rufinus, in fie ad of able in- 
protecting one who had purchafed his favour at fo great a fl ant * °f 
price, left Conftantinople, without imparting his defign ; f 
and, haftening to Antioch with a fmall retinue, entered that arbitrary 
city in the dead of night, caufed Lucianus to be appre- proceed- 
hended, and, when he was brought before his tribunal, ings* 
commanded him, though no one appeared againft him, to 
)&£ beat with leaden balls faftened to cords, till he expired. 

* Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. 20. & conf. Hon. 3. p. 38, 
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This barbarous execution highly provoked the Inhabitants 
of Antioch ; and Rufinus* to appeafe them, ordered a mag- 
nificent portico to be built, which was deemed the moft 
ftately edifice in all Syria c . 

From Antioch Rufinus returned to Constantinople, plead- 
ing himfelf with the thoughts of his future affinity with the 
emperor v but, upon his arrival, he found Arcadius im- 
moveably determined to marry Eudoxia, who had been pro- 
pofed by the eunuch Eutropius ; and Accordingly the nup- 
tials were celebrated on the twenty-feventh of April, of the 
year 39$, to the great difappointment of Rufinus*. Eu- 
doxia was a Frank, the daughter of the famous count and 
general Bauto, who had been conful in 385, and not of the 
emperor Gratian, or of the famous general Promotus, as 
forrte have advanced without fufficient grounds °. As fhe 
was a woman of great addrefs, of a haughty and imperious 
temper, fhe foon gained an abfolute fway over the weak 
prince her hufband f . Some writers have queftioned her 
modefty ; but from that charge (he is cleared by others, 
though all agree in accufing her of infatiable avarice, which 
often prompted her to mod flagrant ac"te of injuftice. 
However, fhe had fome outward appearance of piety ; fa- 
voured the Catholics, and fhe wed great refpe& to the pre- 
lates and clergy. Having prevailed upon the emperor to 
demolifh the temple of Mamas, and other temples at Gaza, 
fhe built in that city a moft ftately and magnificent church, 
which from her was called Eudoxiana* Hence St, Chry- 
foftom fmblicly commended her as the Mother of the 
Church, the Patronefs of the Saints, and the Support of 
the Poor g . But the cruel perfecution fhe afterwards raifed 
againft her panegyrift, has rendered her name infamous in 
the hiftory of the church. 

Rufinus found himfelf difappointed as to the marriage of 
his daughter, and his alliance with the imperial family ; and 
at the fame time dreaded the credit of the eunuch Eutro- 
pius 5 but more the arms of Stilicho, who pretended to have 
been appointed by Theodofius guardian to both his children, 
and was preparing to march into the Eaft, to difpoflefs his 
rival of the authority he had ufurped. In order therefore 
to defeat the defigns of Stilicho, and to have an opportunity 
of getting rid of Eutropius, and even of feizing the ibvereign 
power, he refolved to fet all in a flame, and involve the 
whole empire in the utmoft confufion \ With this view 

< Zof. lib. v. p. 780, 7I1. ' Chron. Alex. p. 710. • Vida 
Val. Rer. Franc, lib. ii. p. 65. Philott. lib. xi. cap. 6, p. j»g. f Ce- 
dren. p. 334, £ Chryf. torn. iv.p. 853. b Ofof. lib. viu 

cap. 37. p. an. Claud, in Ruf. lib. ij. p, ao. 
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he privately inftigated by his emiflaries the Hunns, who pe- Rufinus 
netrated as far as Antioch, deftroying all with fire and fword, fttrs up the 
and committing unheard-of cruelties l . At the fame time ****** « n * 
he encouraged the famous Alaric to join his countrymen %°^H g tmm 
the Goths, and other Barbarians, in order to invade Greece, empire, 
alluring him, that he mould meet with no oppoGtion. Ala- 
ric at that time commanded a body of Goths in the Roman 
fervice ; but being diflatisfied that he had been rewarded 
with no higher preferment, fince he had diftinguifhed him* 
felf in the late war with Eugenius, he readily clofed with 
the propofal of Rufinus. Being by him fupplied with large 
fums, he aflemblcd an incredible number of Barbarians of 
different nations ; and, putting himfelf at their head, ra- 
vaged all Thrace, Pannonia, Macedon, and Theflaly. 

As he approached the famous Streights of Thermopylae, 
Gerontius, who guarded them, and was privy to the wicked 
defigns of his patron Rufinus, immediately withdrew, and 
opened a free paflage for the Barbarians into Greece ; which Dreadful 
they ravaged with incredible fury, putting thofe to the fword rwagf* 
who offered to oppofe them, and fending into their refpeo l^l**"* 
tive countries all the women and children that fell into their ^ 
hands, together with the whole wealth of that opulent pro* der the 
yince. As Antiochus, at that time proconful of Achaia, couduSqf 
and another of Rufinus's creatures, did not offer to oppofe AJ*ric* 
them, they over-ran the whole country, rifling the temples^ 
pillaging the cities, and committing fuch devaluations, as 
were felt by the unhappy inhabitants for many years after. 
The whole country between Dalmatia, the Adriatic Gulf, 
and the Eu?ine Sea, was laid wade, and turned into a de- 
fert, the inhabitants concealing themfelves in dens and 
caves, through fear of being either inhumanly murdered, or 
carried into captivity. The city of Conftantinople itfelf was 
in a manner befieged, parties of the Barbarians advancing 
with great boldnefs to the very gates of that metropolis. Ru- 
finus, attired after the Gothic manner, went out, as he faid f 
to treat with them, and was received by the Barbarians with 
extraordinary marks of efteem ; which confirmed the fufpi* 
f ion mod people entertained of his treachery k . 

While thefe things paflcd in the Eaft, Stilicho was bufied stilitko re. 
on the bank of the Rhine, in renewing the ancient alliances news the 
of the Roman people with the Franks, and other German Ancient ag- 
nations ; a u<k which he had no fooner performed, than 
he refolved to march to the fuccour of Greece j in which ™ 9rm \£ 
jindertaking he embarked the more readily, as he hoped to nations. 

1 Socr. lib. vi. cap. 1. p. 300. Soz. lib. viii. cap. 1. p. 753. 
^ Zof. p. 783. Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. 11. Philoft. p, 154. 
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. have an opportunity of raining Rufinus, and getting the 
whole power of both empires into his own hands. 
Stilicho Leaving therefore Gaul about the end of the fpring, he 
marchts to proceeded with ail the Weftern troops, and thofe likewife 

'ifGrme. of the Eaft ' that had been lefl in the Wcft after thc dcfeat 
°~ re c ' of Eugenius. He marched, according to Claudian, over the 

Alps, no doubt, the Julian Alps, and consequently through 
Dalmatia. The Barbarians, hearing of his arrival in thofe 
parts, refolved to make a ftand in Theflaly, and with this 
view collected into one body all their troops that were dif- 
perfed about the country. Stilicho was already within a 
fmall diftance of the enemy's army, and his men expreffed 
great eagernefs to engage them, when Rufinus, concluding, 
that, if the Barbarians were overcome and reprefied, the 
ftorm would fall upon his own head, prevailed upon Area- 
fit is or- dius to (end for the Oriental troops. Accordingly an offi- 
deredby ccr was difpatched to Stilicho, with a peremptory order from 
*"urn\nt9 tne em P cror to fe"d tnem immediately, and return with the 
'theWtfl. reft into the Weft. Stilicho was greatly furprifed at this 
order, which he thought, fnatched out of his hands a cer- 
tain victory, and expofed the empire to imminent danger. 
However, not daring to difobey, he not only fent the troops, 
but half the treafure which Theodofius had left J . In dif- 
miffing the forces, he appointed Gaines, a Goth, and his 
intimate friend, to conduct them to Conftantinople, after 
having imparted his defign of difpatching Rufinus, and, no 
doubt, encouraged him to feize the firft opportunity that 
might offer to put it in execution. 

Under his conduct the army arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Conftantinople on the twenty-feventh of November \ and 
the emperor, according to cuftom, went in perfon to meet 
them, attended by Rufinus, who, as he had gained over 
fome of the chief officers to proclaim him emperor on thisoc- 
cafion, had already prepared the purple, the diadem, and the 
donative for the foldiery. The army received the emperor 
Xufi*ut with all the refpect due to the fon of Theodofius the Great ; 
snurAtrtd, fc ut at the fame time, upon a fignal given by Gainas, they 
fell upon Rufinus, and cut him in pieces, while he was 
prefling Arcadius to declare him his colleague m . This trans- 
action nappened, according to Claudian, at the palace of 
Hebdomon, where the emperors of the Eaft were ufually 
crowned. After his death, they cut off his head, and put- 
ting a ftone in his mouth to keep it open, they bore it on 

1 Claud. Conf. Hon 4. p. 50, 51. & Laud. Stil. lib. i. p. !»8, 119. 
& lib. ii. p. 135. Ruf lib. ii.'p. si. Zof. p. 78a, 783. ■ Socr. 
p. 300. Philoft. p. 5*8. Chron. Alex. p. 710. Claud, in Ruf. litb 
ii. p. *9- 
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the point of a fpear to Con ftantinople, where it was received 
with the greateft demonftrations of joy n . They likewife 
cut off his right-hand, and, carrying it about the ftreets of 
Conftantinople, alked alms for the infatiable Rufinus, re- 
duced to beggary. By this artifice they collected confider- 
able fums, every one being glad to reward, with fome fmall 
acknowlegement, thofe who had contributed to the death of 
a perfon they fo much abhorred ». His eftate and effecls ****** 
were confiscated ; and the decree iflued on that occafion was jfcfjj e £ Mm 
fent to Rome, where the people exprelTed the greateft joy 
at the death and deferred end of that infatiable robber, to 
ufe the expreiTion of Symmachus, who had plundered the 
world p . His wife and daughter, fearing they (hould fall 
a facrifice to the fury of the people, took fan&uary in a 
church, whence they were fuffered to retire to Jerusalem, 
where they fpent the reft of their days. 

Neither Stilicho, nor the empire, gained any thing by the He is fuc- 
death of Rufinus, he being fucceeded, not only in his power c 'fd** »* 
and employments, but in his cruelty, 3varice, and other de- J£j°™' r 
te ft able qualities, by the eunuch Eutropius, who had con- payments 
curred with Stilicho in all his meafures againft their common by Eutro- 
rival. Eutropius was by birth an Armenian, by condition a 
flave ; and had been made an eunuch foon after his birth, 
eunuchs being then more in requeft, and confequently more l m pi^y.* 
advantageous to the feller, than common Haves. He had fre- menu, and 
quently changed mailers, having been often bought and fold. tharaQtr* 
When he was advanced in years* a foldier, named Ptolemy, 
gave him as a prefent to his general Arintheus, who was 
famous under Valens : Arintheus prefented his daughter 
with him when (he was married, to comb her hair, and per- 
form fuch-like mean offices about her} which when he could 
no longer difcharge on account of his age, (he gave him his 
liberty. Being now his own mafter, he found mean3 to get 
into the couit, where he was employed in the lowed offices, 
till he was raifed by the intereft of Abundantius, who was 
conful in 393, to a more creditable poft % Theodofius au- 
thorifed him in 392, to confult the holy hermit John in the 
wildernefs of Thebais'. That prince feems to have repofed 
fome confidence in him. After the marriage of Arcadius 
with Eudoxia, he was made, no doubt at her recommenda- 
tion, great chamberlain, and, upon the death of Rufinus, 
vefted with the fame power and authority which that minif- 

n Philoft. p. 518. Hier. ep. 3. p. 26. Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. jr. 
AfteriiOrat. iv. p. 76. • Hier. Philoft. Zof. ibid. P Symm. 
Jib. iv. ep. 15. p. 233. q Claud, in Eutrop lib. i. p. 49. 95—97. 
* Soz. lib. vii. cap. 22, p. 740. 
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ter had enjoyed Rufinus feemed to furvive in this wicked 
eunuch, who was, according to Eunapius, a declared ene- 
my to virtue, and every virtuous man l . That writer, after 
having drawn his portrait in the blacked colours, concludes, 
that he has not painted him fuch as he really was, there 
heing no crime with which he might not defervedly charge 
him. He furpafled in avarice Rufinus himfelf, expofing to 
public fale the chief employments, and entertaining an in- 
credible number of informers to accufe perfons pofiefled of 
cftatcs ; by which means he conveyed the whole wealth of 
the empire into his own coffers : the prifons, and places of 
banifhmcnt, were filled with unhappy exiles, dripped of 
their wealth, the only crime for which they had been con- 
demned* As Arcadius was a prince of very (lender parts, 
he fufFered himfelf to be entirely governed by this wicked 
miniftcr, not daring to enquire into his conduct, or attend 
to thofe who bad the courage to complain of his arbitrary 
proceedings* However, by fcveral laws of this year, he 
confirmed tbofe that had been ena&ed by his father againft 
heretics u % and by one addrefled to Marcellus, then magif- 
ter officio rum, be commanded that officer to examine, with 
great care, whether any employments at court were held by 
heretics, and not only to difmifs, but to banifh fuch as he 
flioujd difcover in the palace, with thofe who had recom- 
mended them. 

ft- In the courfe of next year, Stilicho, who was returned to 
tm L 9,, r t r lt *h wit ^ t,ic Weilern troops, fet out again to fuceour 
GrZ< Greece, reduced to a moft deplorable condition by Alaric, 
and the JBarbarians under his command- He embarked on 
the Adriatic Sea; and, landing without oppotitjoft in Pelo- 
ponnefus, cut off great numbers of the enemy in various fuc- 
efsfs/uj encounters ; and, in the end, obliged them to retire 
to a mountain in Arcadia, named Pholqe.at a fmall diftance 
Yr. of Fl. from Pifa. There he enciofed them on aU fides, cut off 
2846. their communication with the neighbouring country, and 
A. D. 396. ewcn jm-ned the courfe of the river that fupplied them wkh 
" " 94 * water But when he h?d -them thus in bis power, he fuf- 
£ ut jufftrs f er€ 4 them to efcape, to retire out of Peloponnefus, and to 
Alaric to pillage Epixus in their retreat (C), §opn after, AJaric was 
tfcape. by. 

* Zof. p. 781. Phlloft. lib. xi. cap. 3. p. jxS. Suid. p. 10^9. 

* Eunap. p. ,83. * Cod. Theod. lib. ii. tit. 9. leg.S. p. 133. 

& hb. xvi. tit 5. leg. 15. p. 14a, 144. w Zof. lib. v. p. 784. 
Claud, conf. Hon. 4- p. fx. 

(C) Cronus fuppofes him to and therefore thinks him nolefs 
have connived at their efcape, guilty than Rufinus, who firft 
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by Arcadius, or rather by his governor Eutropius, appointed 
commander of the troops in Eaft lllyricum, which computed 
Greece, as we read in Claudian *. 

Though Stilicho immediately retired with his troops Stiliefo t at 
from Greece, purfuant to the orders of Arcadius, yet that the inftiga- 
prince, in obedience to the injunctions of Etttropius, cauf- t' 0 *?f £*- 
ed him to be declared a public enemy by a fbleron decree ^" 
of the fenate of Conftantinople y , ordering at the fame p u uit 
time all the lands and palaces he had in the Eaft to be feizcd easmj. 
and confiscated *. Eutropius, not fatisfied with having de- 
feated the meafures of Stilicho, afpiring to the fame pod 
in the court of Arcadius, which he held in that of Hono- 
rius* refolved to remove all thofe out of the way, in whom 
Arcadius feemed to repofe any confidence. He began 
with Abundantius, by whofe means he had been firft railed 
at court* Abundantius had ferved in the army with great 
reputation in the time of Gracian, and had been raifed by 
Theodofius to the poft of general both of the borfe and 
foot, to the pretorihip, and confulax dignity \ But Eu- 
tropius, jealous of the authority and credit which his expe- 
rience and known integrity procured him at court, and 
panting after the immenfe wealth with which his eminent 
fer vices had been rewarded, prevailed on the weak prince 
with bis crafty and malicious infinuations, to banifh him Eutrtpius 
to Pityus, a city of Bofporus, to the north of the Euxine eaufes A- 
fea, and beyond Colchis ; where he led a miferable life, bun <t*»ti*t 
dripped of all his effects, till the death of Eutropius, when %n,'J a ' 
he was removed, and confined to Sidon in Phoenicia, in ' 
which city he died b . 

v x Claud, in Eutrop. ibid. y Zof. p. 788. * Claud, de 
Laud. Stil. lib. i. p. 130. * Cod. Theod. tit. 6. 347. »> Hier . 
cpift. 3. p. a 6. Aft. Orat. iv. p. 76. 

excited them againft the em- vaged the beft provinces of the 
pire(i). Zofimus writes, that empire, under his protection, 
they owed their fafety to the and to order Stilicho to wjth- 
negligeuce and mifconducl: of draw his troops from Greece, 
Stilicho (1). But Claudian tells which belonged to Arcadius. 
us, that Eutropius, regarding Thus was Stilicho robbed the 
Stilicho as a more dangerous fecond time by a jealous rival 
enemy than Alaric, perfuaded of the glory of delivering the 
Arcadius to conclude a peace empire, and triumphing over 
with the latter, to take him and the Barbarians (3). 
Che Barbarians, who had ra- 

(1) Orof. lib. vii. cap. 37. p. at!. (1) Zofim p. 784. 

(3) Claud. Bell. Goth. p. i;o & in Eutrop. lib. ii. p. 113. 
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The credit which Timafius had at court, and with the 
army, gave the wicked minifter, who could bear no com- 
etitor, more jeajoufy than that of Abundantius. He had 
een long one of the chief commanders of the army, had 
ferved Valens and Theodofius in all their wars with great 
honour and integrity, and been rewarded by the latter with 
the confular dignity c . Eutropius, refolving to procure the 
ruin of fo powerful a rival, had recourfe to Bargus, who 
lived in great intimacy with Timafius. Bargus was a per- 
fon of a mean defcent, and had been forced, for fome no- 
torious crime, to fly from Laodicea in Syria, his native 
city, and retire to Sardes, in Lydia. There Timafius ac- 
cidentally met him ; and being pleafed with his facetious 
conversation, without enquiring farther into his chara&er, 
admitted him to his confidence, gave him the command of 
a cohort, and carried him to Conftantinople ; at which the 
magiftrates were highly difpleafed, becaufe he had been 
formerly banifhed that city. Eutropius applied to this 
man as a proper inftrument for his villainous purpofe, and 
eafily prevailed upon him to betray his friend and benefac- 
tor, by accufing him of treafon, and producing a counter- 
feit writing, upon which he was, without delay, brought 
to trial. Eutropius perfuaded the emperor to prefide in 
perfon ; but perceiving the people were highly incenfed 
to fee a perfon of Timafius's dignity and character arraign- 
ed upon the depofition of fuch an infamous wretch as Bar- 
gus, he advifed the prince, whom he managed as he pleaf- 
ed, to withdraw, and fubftitute Saturninus and Procopius 
in his room. The former of thefe had difcharged the chief 
employments in the ftate, and the confullhip 5 but is faid 
to have di {honoured his old age by a general and mean 
Compliance with the will of the ruling minifter. Proco- 
pius was fon-in-law to the emperor Valens, of a rough and 
iavage temper, but not eafily prevailed upon to fwerve from 
what he thought juft and equitable, as appeared in this 
cafe ; for he boldly maintained, that fuch an infamous 
wretch as Bargus ought not to be admitted as evidence 
againft a perfon of Timafius's rank, againft his friend and 
benefactor. 

But Saturninus prevailing, the unhappy Timafius was 
ftripped of all his wealth, and banifhed to Oafis, a barren 
and inhofpitable place in Libya, from which there was no 
poflible means of efcape, it being furrounded by a vaft dew 
fert of fand, which moving to and fro with the wind, fuf- 

« Zvf p. 786, 787. Aft, p. 76. Soz. lib* viii.cip. 7. p. 766- 
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fered no track or footftep of any former traveller to be feen. 
Bargus did not long enjoy the price of his treachery and 
wiekednefs ; for Eutropius, who was a man of too great 
difcemment to truft a traitor, and well knew that one 
who had betrayed his friend and benefactor, would not 
prove faithful to him, refolved to difpatch him as foon as 
poflible. Accordingly, having fent him upon fome advan- 
tageous commiflion out of Conftantinople, during his ab- 
fence, he induced his wife, who Was then at variance with 
her huiband, to prcfont fome treasonable papers to the em- Hhaecvfe* 
peror, which (lie pretended to have found in his cuftody. % ar & us P*t 
In confequence of this detection, Bargus was upon his re- *° eat * 
turn arraigned, fentenced to death, and executed. 

In the couife of this year, dreadful earthquakes were Great 
felt in mod provinces of the Eaft j and the fky, appearing earth- 
all in a flame over the city of Conftantinople, terrified the y**h*,&r* 
inhabitants, and the emperor himfelf, to fuch a degree, intft fEafl* 
that abandoning the city, they retired to the fields. From 
the feveral laws of this year, moft of which tend to the 
total fuppreflion of idolatry, and the curbing of heretics, 
it appears, that Arcadius continued the whole time at Con- 
ftantinople, or in the neighbourhood of that city. The law 
of the twenty-fecond of March, is dated from Regium, 
which is fuppofed to have been an imperial palace about 
fifteen miles from the metropolis. Nothing happened this Fr 'g'M> 
year in the Weft worthy of notice, except the converfion JJ^.*^ 
of Frigitil, queen of the Marcomans, to the Chriftian re- mans con ^ 
ligion. Honorius continued all this year at Milan, as is verted to 
evident from the dates of his laws. the Chrifli- 

1 he next confuls were, Cxfarius and Atticus : the an ri "S i9ltt 
former had fucceeded Kufinus in the prefecture of the 
Eaft, Eutropius being, as an eunuch, excluded from that 
office ; and the latter had been governor of Weft-Illyricum 
under Valentinian II. in 384. Caefarius feems to have en- 
tered upon his confulfhip at Conftantinople, and Atticus at 
Home d . Arcadius, leaving Conftantinople in the month 
of July, went to Ancyra, and remained there till the lat- 
ter end of September, when he returned to the metropolis 
with as much pomp and mew as if he had conquered the 
Perfians, fays Claudian, who fuppofes him to have con- 
ftantly paffed the fummer at Ancyra, Eutropius diverting 
him, by that progrefs, from applying to affairs of ftate 
Stilicho ftili claimed the adminiftration of affairs in the 

d Symm. lib. vti. cp. ^o. p. 273. Cod. Theodor. Chron. p. 136. 

Profp. p. 470. Idat. in Fait. e Claudian. in Eurrop. lib. ii. 
p. no. 

Vol. XIV. Z Eaft, 
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Eaft, and was preparing to march once more into the do- 
minions of Arcadius, in order to fupport his claim by force 
Yr. of FJ. 0 f arms, and revenge on Eutropius the injurious decree 
A D*- iflued againft him by the fenate of Conftantinople. But 
U.C. 1195! that wicked and crafty minifter not fcrupling, for the fup- 
■ port of his own power, to kindle a war between the two 

Eutropius brothers, privately perfuaded Gildo, who commanded the 
perfuades Roman troops in Africa, to revolt from Honorius, and fub- 
rewltfrom t0 Arcadius, hoping by thefe means to divert Stilicho 
Vonorius: from purfuing his intended expedition into the Eaft f . 

Gildo was brother to the famous Firmus, who made war 
upon the Romans in 373, but was overcome by count 
1 heodofius, the father of the emperor of that name. Ir> 
that war Gildo joined the Romans, and was afterwards, by 
Valentinian II. or rather by T hcodofius, who governed in 
bis name, appointed count of Africa, and commander of 
all the troops in that province. 1 heodofius, that he might 
have fome pledge of his fidelity, in conferring that dignity 
upon him, married Salvina, the daughter of Gildo, to Ne- 
bridius, nephew by the mother to the cmpiefs Flaccilla g . 
CrlJo*s Gildo was, if not by religion, at leaft in his manners, a 

thara8tr % Pagan. Claudian charges him with avarice, cruelty, lu- 
xury, and all manner of Jewdnefs, the more (hameful and 
fcandalous, as he was already far advanced in years h . St- 
Auflin condemns him as one infamous for wickednefs and 
debauchery When Eugenius ufurped the empire of the 
Weft, Gildo acknowleged Theodofius j but when that 
prince marched againil the ufurper in 3Q4, he declined 
fending any fuccours, as other governors of provinces had 
done, in obedience to the emperor's orders, waiting the 
ifluc of the war, in order to join the party that mould pre- 
vail ; infomuch that Theodofius would have treated him as 
an open enemy, according to Claudian, had he not been, 
prevented by death. Eutropius having induced him to re- 
Arcadiusis volt from Honorius, he obliged molt of the cities of Africa 
ack*ow- and Carthage itfelf to acknowlcge Arcadius, placing fuch 
U^edm governors in them, as he knew were attached to his own 
™t Africa* "ltereft, with a defign of feizing the province for himfelf, 
as he had but a very mean opinion of both princes When 
intelligence of his revolt was brought to Honorius, he ac- 
quainted the fenate of Rome with it, who immediately 
tteclared Gildo a public enemy, and difpatched a folemn 
embatfy to Arcadius, intreating him to reftore Africa to its 

f Zof. p. 788. g Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 399. Hier. Ep. ii. 

p. 94.. h Claud Bell. Gild. p. 74, 84. i Aug. epill. Ixiv. 

p. 185. k Orof. lib. vii. cap. 36. p. xxu 
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lawful fovereign Symmachus at the fame lime wrote to 
Arcadius, probably by order, and in the name, of the fe- 
natc, exhorting him not to quarrel, but to live in friendfhip 
and amity with his brother. 

In the mean time a famine began to ra*e in Rome, Gildo A famine 
not frittering any corn to be conveyed thither from Africa. * nRom ** 
Two fleets were therefore equipped with great expedition* 
one to be employed againft Gildo, and the other in bring- 
ing corn and other provifions to Ptome from Gaul and Spain. 
The former failed this year, and, with a feafonable fupply, 
quieted the populace, ready to rife ; but the latter could 
not be equipped till the following year. During thefe war- St. Am- 
like preparations, died the celebrated bifhop of Milan, St. brofi diesi 
Ambrofe, by none more regretted than by Stilicho, who, 
looking upon the death of that prelate as the greateft mif- 
fortune that could befal Italy, had, upon the firft news of 
his illnefs, caufed public prayers to be offered for him in 
all the churches of Milan m . Honorius continued this whole 
year at Milan. Some of his laws are indeed dated from 
Rome ; but that is generally thought to have been a mif- 
take n . By one of thefe, publifhed in the fquare of Trajan Some laws 
on the ninth of March, he forbids the Romans to follow in 
their drefs foreign fafhions ; for it is to be obferved, that thls J tar% 
the Romans, by converfing familiarly with the Goths, grew, 
by degrees, fond of their fafhions, and began to adopt 
them ; a circumfhnce which was looked upon as a fatal 
prelude to what happened foon after. By another law he 
confirms all the privileges and exemptions which his pre- 
deceflbrs, moved by a due refpecl: for religion, had granted 
to the churches, to the ecclefiaftics, and particularly to the 
bifhop of Rome. In the Eaft, Arcadius, by a law dated 
the firft of April, commanded all the Apollinarian teachers 
to be banifhed Conftantinople, and the houfes where they 
had held their private aflemblies to be confifcated. That of 
the feventeenth of June forbids any one to infult the Jews, 
br their patriarch, whom he had honoured the preceding 
year with the title of illuftrious, which was bellowed ori 
the firft officers of the empire. The law dated the firft. of 
July exempts the minifters of their religion from the fame 
burdens, from which the bifhops, priefts, and deacons* 
were exempted. By a law dated the eighth of November 
Arcadius commanded all domeftics, whether free-bont 
or flaves, to be fentenced to death, who mould inform 
againft their maftcrs, except in cafes of treafon. On the 

1 Claud, de Laud. Stil. p. 131. Symm. lib. iv. ep. iv. p. 145. 

«i Ambr. Vit. cap. 34. p. 10. cap. 45 p, la, n Cod. Theod. 
Chron. p. 136, 137. 
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TIaccilla feventeenth of June the emprefs Eudcxia was delivered of £ 
horn, daughter, named Flaccilla, from the emperor's mother, and 
diftinguifhed with the title of Nobiliffima, or moft noble °- 

Next year, 398, when Honorius was conful the fourth 
time, with Eutychianus, who entered upon that dignity at 
Conftantinople, Stilicho purfued, with the utmoft vigour, 
his warlike preparations againlt Gildo ; but was greatly 
perplexed how to manage that expedition with fuccefs, and 
whom to truft with the command of the troops. But from 
this anxiety he was foon delivered by the feafonable arrival 
in Italy of Mafcezel, brother to Gildo, who gave a true 
account of the ftate of affairs in Africa, and fuggefted to 
him the moft proper means for fupprefling the rebellion. 
Mafcezel was not only a Chriltian, but a perfon of extra- 
ordinary piety; and therefore could not be prevailed upon 
to join his brother in the rebellion, who thereupon refolv- 
ed to murder him ; but he, by a timely flight, defeated his 
wicked defign p. Gildo, however, vented his rage on the 
two fons Mafcezel had left behind, caufing them both to 
be butchered, and leaving their mangled bodies to be de- 
voured by wild bealts. Stilicho, not doubting but to re- 
venge the death of his children, and the attempt upon his 
own life, he would puOi on the war with vigour, and ferve 
brother to ^ e re P UDnc witn unfhaken fidelity, committed the whole 
Gildoyfent management of the intended expedition againit his brother 
againji to him. The army embarked at Pi fa, and, putting to fea, 
fleered along the call coaft of Sardinia, and landed fafe in 
Africa. Mafcezel, without lofs of time, led his troops 
Gildo en- againlt Gildo, and attacking him before he could draw up 
Seated*' army, gained, after a bloody and obltinate fight, a com- 
plete viciory. 

Gildo made his efcape, and reaching the fea, went on 
board the firlt veffel he found; but being by a contrary 
Gil 0 is wind driven into the harbour of Tabraea, near Hippo in 
taken and Africa, he was apprehended, expofed to the infults of the 
lays vio* populace, and then thrown into prifon, where he ftrangled 
lent hands himfelf, to avoid a more cruel and ignominious death*. 
en himfelf. Upon the defeat and death of Gildo, all Africa fubmitted to 
Honorius. Claudian, who omits no opportunity of flatter- 
ing his great hero Stilicho, aferibes the whole fuccefs of this 
expedition to the prudence and vigilance of that minifter. 
He wrote a poem on the war with Gildo; but that piece 
is imperfect, fince the poet drops the Roman fleet on the 

• Mar. & Alex. Chron. p. 71*. p Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 400. 

Orof. lib. vii. cap. 36. p. 211. Claud de Bell. Gild. cap. 79. p. 788. 
9 Claud de L*ud. Stil. lib. i. p i^z, Zof, p. 788. Orof. Paulin-. 
ibid. Mar. Chron. 

coaft 



Digitized by Google 



Eafiern and Weft cm Empire. 341 

coaft of Sardinia in their way to Africa. The leading men 

of Gildo's faclion were fent to Rome to be tried, and fome' 

of them were publicly executed. Optatus, bilhop of the 

Donatifts at Tamugadi in Numidia, one of Gildo's mod 

zealous partifans, died in prifon. Asfcveral innocent per- 

fons were accufed, and dragged to confinement, Honorius, 

by a law addrefied to Viclor, proconful of Africa, put a 

Hop to fuch unjuft profecutions, ordering falfe informers 

and witnefles to be punifhed according to the rigour of the 

feveral laws ena&ed againft them r . Gildo's eftate fell to His eflate 

the treafury, and proved fo large, that a particular treafurer (onfifcated. 

was appointed to manage it, with the title of comes Gildo- 

niaci patrimonii, or count of Gildo's patrimony. 

Africa being rcftored to its former tranquility, Mafcezel 
returned to Italy, and was received at Milan by Stilicho, in 
appearance with the greateft demonftrations of friendship 
and efteem j but the glory he had acquired by putting fo 
fpeedy an end to a war, which the minifler had fo much 
apprehended, giving him no fmall jealoufy, he refolved to 
difpatch this new rival. Accordingly, as he was one day Mafcezel 
pafting abridge in the neighbourhood of Milan, Mafcezel, put tt death 
who attended him, with many other perfons of diftin&ion, '^j™ ' 
was, by his private orders, pufhed into the river, and 
drowned \ About the time of the defeat of Gildo, Hono- Honorius 
rius married at Milan Maria the daughter of Stilicho bySe- *n arr }* s 
rena, coufin-german to that prince 1 . By the defeat of ^^klerof 
Gildo, an entire harmony was re-eftablifiied between the stilicho, 
two brothers, as that poet tells us ; but the fame mifunder- 
ftanding continued between the two minifters, who never- 
thelefs agreed in plundering the unhappy people, and con- 
veying into their private coffers the whole wealth of the 
two empires. Eutropius perfuaded Arcadius to name him, Eutropius 
though an eunuch, for the confuifhip the enfuing year ; co "f ut - 
but Stilicho would not fuffer him to be acknowleged in the 
Wcft«(NJ. 

In 

* Cod. Theod. tit. 3. p. 288. Claud, ibid. p. 148. • Zof. lib. v. 
p. 788, 789. t Claud. Conf. Hon. 4. p. 55. u Claud, in 
Eutrop. lib. ii. p. m. 

(N) Claudian relates, that and commanding others to raife 

when news of the confulate of levies for recruiting his armies. 

Eutropius were brought to the The fame poet, enumerating 

court *of Honorius, that prince the great things Stilicho had 

was engaged with Stilicho in performed by himfelf, or others, 

receiving the fubmiflions of the before his confulfhip, that is, 

Alemans, Suevians, and Sicam- before the year 400, fays, that 

Uriahs ; in giving kings to fome, he fuccoured Britain, attacked 
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In the Eaft, the cities of Conftantinople and Ghalcedon 
were ihaken with violent earthquakes} feveral buildings 
were confumed with lightning; and the fea, overwhelming 
the land, laid whole countries under water. Claudian 
mentions feveral other prodigies, which were all the fore- 
runners, fays that poet, of a prodigy never before heard of, 
an eunuch conful w \ for in the following year 390, Eutxo- 
pius prevailed upon Arcadius to create him a patrician, to 
honour him with the title of Father to the Emperor, and to 
raife him to the confular dignity. He was the firft and the 
laft eunuch that ever held, or rather difgraced, the fa fees. 
His image, with the enfigns of his dignity, was carried, as 
it were, in triumph, through all the cities of the Eaft ; but 
Stilicho refufmg to acknowlege him in the Weft, Manlius 
Theodorus alone is named conful in fome fafti, and in the 
laws of Honorius. 

During the confulihip of Theodorus in the Weft, and 
Eutropius in the Eaft, died Varanes, or Vararanes IV. king 
0/ Perfia, who, during the eleven years of his reign, had 
lived in friendfhip with the Romans. He was killed, we 
know not upon what provocation, by his own fubje&s, and 
fucceededbybis brother Ifdegerdes, or, as Abulfaragiusftyles 
him, Yafdejird ?. Eutychius, who calls him Al Aitham, 
fuppofes him to have been the fon of his predeceflbr. He 
reigned twenty- one years, conftantly maintaining a friendly 
correfpondence with the Romans *, but was, according to Eu- 
tychius, a prince of great feverity, or rather cruelty ; whence 
he was furnamed Al Aitham, or Athim, that is, the bad. Pro* 
copius gives him a quite different character, describing him 
as a generous-fpirited prince y . He is famous in the hiftoiy 
of the church, for the perfecution which he raifed about the . 

* Claud, in Eutrop. lib. ii. p. 108, 109. * Abulfar. p. 9?. 
Eutych. torn i. p. 548. Agath. de Iinptr. Juft p. 137. y Pjocop, 
Bell. Perf. lib. i. cap. a. p. 8. 



by the neighbouring nations, 
namely, by the Scots, who, 
arming all Ierne againft it, had 
covered the fea with their fleets ; 
and that he had fecured the Bri- 
tiih coaft againft the defcentsof 
the Saxons. The learned Ufher 
afcribes to Stilicho the eftablifli- 
ing of a legion in Britain, to 
defend it againft the Picls, the 

(1) Claud, dc Laud. StiUib. ii. 
£miq.. p. 336. 



Scots, and the Saxons. About 
the fame time a proper officer 
was appointed to guard the 
coaft againft the attempts of the 
Saxons, with the title of comes 
limitis Saxonici, or count of 
the Saxon coaft, that is, of the 
coaft oppofite the country of 
the Saxons (i). 



p. 139. & feq. U1T. Ecclef. Britan. 



Digitized by Google 



Eaflern and Wefiern Empire* 343 

end of his reign again ft the Chriftians in his dominions'. 
The mod remarkable event that happened in the Eaft dur- 
ing the confuUhip of Eutropius, was the dif^race of that 
powerful miniftcr, which Zofimus afcribes chiefly to Gainas. 
This officer had commanded the Goths, and other Barba- 
rians, under Theodofi us ; and, after the defeat of Euge- 
nius, re-conducted the caftern army to Arcadius, on which 
occafion he caufed Rufinus to be aiTaiTinated, in the manner 
we have related already. For this eminent piece of fervice 
he did not think himfelf fufficiently rewarded by Eutropius, 
who, as he ,u fed to boaft, was indebted to him for all his 
grandeur. From a common foldier he had been preferred 
by Theodofius to the chief command of all the Goths, and 
other Barbarians, in the Roman fervice, and, by Eutro- 
pius, after the death of Rufinus, to the port of general of 
Roman horfe and foot; but yet not fatisficd, and fcorning Gainasdif. 
to depend upon a flave and an eunuch, he refolved to dif- faiisfied 
patch him, hoping, if he were once removed, to fucceed w// ^ 
him in his power and authority *. tropins. 

While he was indulging himfelf in thefe thoughts, count 
Tarbigild, or Tribigild, who was a Goth, and commanded 
a numerous body of his countrymen at Nicolia in Phrygia, 
came to court ; and, after a fhort refidence at Conftanti- 
nople, was preparing to return to his quarters, greatly dif- 
fatisfied with the haughty behaviour, and arbitrary conduct, 
of the prime miniftcr; when Gainas, to whom he was 
allied, according to Socrates, refolving to improve his dif- 
content to the ruin of Eutropius, imparted the defign he 
had formed againft this minifter, and encouraged him to He induces 
revolt, afluring him, that he would, to the utmoft of his tribigild 
power, aflift and fupport him. Tribigild, who was a man torivc ^- 
of great intrepidity and refolution, and ready to embark in 
any defperate undertaking, immediately clofed with the 
propofal. Returning to Nicolia, he took arms early in the 
fpring ; pillaged that and feveral other cities in Phrygia ; Tribigild 
and, putting all to the fword who fell into his hands, with- piDagisft- 
out diftin&ion of fcx, age, or condition, he threw the ^f 7 *' P ro " 
whole province of Afia into the utmoft confufion, the in- 
habitants, ftruck with terror, abandoning their habitations, 
and flying for refuge to the mod diftant provinces. Intel- 
ligence of thefe diforders being brought to court, Eutropius 
endeavoured firft to gain Tribigild with large prefents, and 
greater promifes ; but, finding he could not, by fair means, 

* Zof. lib. v. p. 789. Zoz. lib. viii. cap. 4. p. 760, 761. Socr. lib. 
fi. cap. 6. p. 306. 
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reclaim him, he difpatched a body of troops againfl him, 
under the conduct of Leo, a perfon greatly attached to his 
interefl, but in every refpect, unfit for that command. Leo, 
having parted the ftreights of the Hellefpont, continued in 
that neighbourhood, not daring to encounter the enemy. 
Gainas, who pretended to be highly provoked againfl Tri- 
bigild, on account of his revolt, was appointed to guard 
Thrace, and the fea-coaft, in order to prevent an irruption 
On that fide ; but he, keeping the whole time a private cor- 
refpondence with the rebels, inftead of defending Thrace, 
advifed Tribigild to march to the fea-fide, and, croOing the 
Hellefpont, to enter that province. Had his advice been 
followed, the rebels would have made themfelves matters of 
Conftantipople without oppofition ; but Tribigild, bending 
his march towards Pifidia, was encountered by Valentine, 
a citizen of Selga, at the head of a fmall body of Haves and 
peafants. Tribigild defpifed them at firft ; but, as they were 
well acquainted with that mountainous country, and had, 
by their frequent fkirmifhes with the robbers in thofe parts, 
learnt to make fudden onfets, and lay ambufhes, they cut 
off great numbers of his men, and at length enclofed him on 
all fides, in fuch manner, that no way being left for him 
Is reduced to efcape, he mud inevitably have perimed, had he not, by 
to great a large fum, prevailed upon Florentius, who guarded a 
4iflrefs\ narrow pafs called Cochlea, to withdraw, and fuffer him 
to retire. 

However, his men, by the ambufcades, frequent attacks, 
and fudden onfets of the Pifidians, were now reduced to 
three hundred. "With thefe he marched into the plain, 
where he was again blocked up between the two rivers Me- 
lane and Eurymedon. In this extremity he found means to 
acquaint Gainas with the defperate pofture of his affairs, 
who, under colour of reinforcing Leo's army, detached a 
ftrong body of Barbarians, with private orders to join Tri- 
bute/cape^ bigild ; whom they reinforced accordingly. With their 
°Uo de ln?l * m * nce Tribigild opened himfelf a paflage out of Pifidia, 
ztiJrl'm. am *> f a ^ n g unexpectedly upon Leo, cut moft of his troops 
in pieces. Leo himfelf, attempting to make his efcape, 
perifhed among the marines a . From Pifidia, Tribigild re- 
turned into Phrygia, where Gainas, who had advanced in- 
to that province, as if he defigned to attack him, fuffered 
him to ravage with greater fury than ever, magnifying, in 
all the letters he wrote to the emperor, his conduct, his 

a Sof. lib. v. p. 789. Philoft. p. 53». Claud, in. Eutrop. lh>. h\ 
p> no, 116, 119. 
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exploits, and the ftrength of his army, and fuggefting, that 
the only way to fave the empire from impending ruin, was 
to comply with his demands, the chief of which was, that ^ohaslays 
Eutropius, the author of all the prefent calamities, fhould ^^f^ 
be delivered into his hands. At the fame time news were Eutropius} 
brought to court of the death of Varanes king of Perfia, 
and a report Was fpread, that his fucceflbr was preparing 
to invade Syria. Upon this falfe alarm, and the accounts 
that were daily tranfmitted by Gainas to Conftantinople of 
the progrefs made by Tribigild, fome were for recurring to 
Stilicho, and others for fatisfying the rebels, by facrificing 
the minifter to the welfare of the ftate b . Arcadius, who 
was under the greateft perplexity, chofe the latter expe- 
dient ; and, fending for hutropius, caufed him to be (trip- " d*f~ 
ped of the confular enfigns, and difmifled. ^ r<Z J e j* 

Eutropius, thus difgraced, and apprehending his life to g j t 
be in danger, took fancluary in a church. But the people fj gta ^ e 
exclaiming againft him in the theatre, and Gainas, with (anfiuary 
the foldiery, prefling the emperor to reftore the ftate to its 'in a 
former tranquility, by either putting to death, or baniming, ^urch\ 
the abhorred minifter, a band of foldiers was fent to drag 
him from his afylum, fome of thofe who had appeared till 
that time moft zealoufly attached to him, taking upon 
them that province c . But Chryfoftom, then bifliop of when he 
Conftantinople, refolutely declaring, that he would not l *P roi '8*<i 
fuffer them to profane the church, they fcized, and carried q^}^ 
him to the emperor, who was prevailed upon to grant that WW 0 ** 
protection to Eutropius, from which many guilty of fmaller 
crimes had, by his means, been excluded d . Next day in- 
credible multitudes of people flocked to the church, to have 
the fatisfa&io.n of feeing Eutropius, whom they all hated, 
divefted of his power, and, by a juft retaliation, brought to 
that deplorable condition, to which he had reduced many 
of their friends and relations. On this occafion Chryfoftom 
made a fpeech to the affembled multitude, on the vanity of 
all human grandeur, endeavouring, at the fame time, to 
awaken in the hearts of his auditors, fentiments of com- 
panion for the unhappy criminal. When he faw them be- 
gin to relent, he ended his fpeech, by exhorting them to go 
in a body to the imperial palace, and, throwing themfelves 
at the prince's feet, to beg the life of Eutropius might be 
fpared e . Whether they complied with this exhortation, 
•\ye are not informed ; all we know is, that a few days after, 

b Zof. p. 793. Claud, in Eutrop. lib. ii. p 119, 120. c Chryf, 
torn. iii. p. 671, 667. d Idem, torn. iv. p. 486. e Socr. p, 304. 
fcof. p. 767. 
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lie is taken Eutropius, having privately left his afylum, in order to 
in endea- make his efcape, was taken, and baniflied to the ifland of 

efcape, and Gainas, not yet fatisfied, caufed feveral charges to be 
bani/hed. brought againft him ; upon which he was conducted from 
He is ac *" an< * °^ Cyprus to a place called Pantychium, between 

cufeda- Chalcedon and Nicomedia, where he was tried by the pre- 
ne-Wt tried, fe£V. Aurelian, and feveral other perfohs of diftin&ion, who, 
and exe- upon his being convicted of having, in his confulftiip, made 
iuted. u {- e Q £ ornaments peculiar to the imperial dignity, con- 
demned him ; and he was beheaded on the laft day of the 
prefent year Zolimus, who pretends he had been pro- 
mifed his life upon oath, fays, that, to cover the perjury, 
they pretended, that the oath was only with refpeft to 
Conftantinople, and caufed him to be beheaded at Chalce- 
Many tern- don. This year is remarkable in the hiftory of the church, 
pUspulUd for the many temples demolilhed both in the Eafl and 
do*wu. Weft, and the fevere laws enacted by the two princes 
againft idolatrous worftiip ; which may be faid to have 
given the laft blow to the Pagan fuperftition. 
Yr. ofFl. The next confuls were Stilicho and Aurelianus: the 
*8so. latter entered upon his new dignity at Conftantinople, and 
A. D. 400- the former at Milan, with the greateft pomp that had ever 
' 1I98, been fcen in that city b . In the Eaft no advantage accrued 
Stilicho " t0 tnC puMic from the death of Eutropius ; the emprefs 
conful, Eudoxia,a bold, enterprifing, and avaricious woman, hav- 
ing, upon the execution of that minifter, gained an abfo- 
lute afcendunt over her hufband. She was conftantly be- 
fet by women, eunuchs, and informers, who excited her 
to fuch cruel acts of violence and injuftice, that every 
good man wifhed for death, to avoid feeing fuch enor- 
Ga'masand mous diforders l . In the mean time, Gainas, having con- 

^omthei ClU(ied 

a pretended peace with the rebels, marched back 
J forees?'and t0 Conftantinople, followed by Tribigild, whom he joined 
plunder at Thyatira, where they both agreed to march to Sardes 
feveral in Lydia, and plunder that metropolis 5 but, unable to 
provinces. p a f s lne rivers that were fwellcd by the heavy rains, 
they parted once more, and bending their march to the 
fea, Tribigild took his route towards Lampfachus on 
the Hellefpont, and Gainas towards Chalcedon, allowing 
their foldiers to plunder all the countries through which 
they pafted. Their approach caufed a general confterna- 
tion at Conftantinople ; and the whole empire fcemed to 

r Zof. lib. v. p. 797. g Ibid. p. 793. Pbiloftorg. lib. xi. cap* 
6. p. 519. Socr. lib. vi. cap. 5, p. 30?. Att. Orat. iii. p. 76, 77^ 
h Sym. lib. iv. cp. 31. p. 16 1. * Zof. p. 800. 802* 
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be in imminent danger. As Arcadius had no troops to 
make head againfl them, and prevent their entering Thrace, 
he was advifed to fend deputies to Gainas, and to lave the 
empire from ruin, by granting his own terms. Gainas, 
with great infolence, requited three of the moil eminent 
men in the ftate, whom he thought capable of thwarting 
his ambitious defigns, to be delivered up, in order to be 
ut to death. Thefe were, Saturninus, who had been con- 
ul in 383, and employed for ihe fpace of thirty-years in 
public affairs; Aureliarius, this year's conful, who had 
been prefect of Conftantinople, and praefedlus prsetorio ; 
and John, fecretary to the emperor k . 

Arcadius complied, though much againfl his inclination, Arcadius 
with this arrogant and tyrannical demand, thofe three il- forced to 
luftrious perfons preflinghim to facrifice them to the public com ft . 
welfare. With the emperor's confent they left Conftan- ™%de 
tinople, and prefented themfelves before Gainas, encamped ma „jj : " 
in the neighbourhood of Chalcedon, who immediately or- 
dered them to be beheaded, but changed the fentence of 
death in.'o that of perpetual banifhment, when the execu- 
tioner had already lifted up his arm to difcharge the fatal 
blow. They were chiefly indebted to Chryfcftom for their 
lives, which vveie granted at his interceflion *. They were 
all fent under a guard towards Epirus ; but, having, 
either by corrupting the Goths that guarded them, or by 
fome other means, made their efcape, they appeared, when 
lead expected, at the court of Conftantinople, to the great 
joy of the emperor and the whole city. Gainas, not yet andto con- 
appeafed, demanded a conference with the emperor in per- fir w»'A 
fon ; and with this demand Arcadius was obliged to com- h t mt *t* r <- 
ply, pafiing for that purpofe over to Chalcedon, in the 
neighbourhood of which city he had an interview with 
Gainas, in the church of St, Euphemia, where it was 
agreed, that both Gainas and Tribigild 'mould lay down 
their arms, and return, if they pleafed, to Conftantinople; 
and that the former, befides the command of all the Goths 
in the Roman fervice* fhould have that of the Roman horfe 
and foot, with the confuiar ornaments, and an authority 
almoft unbounded™. "We find nothing farther in hiftory 
relating to Tribigild, except that he perifhed in Thrace foon 
after this accommodation n . Gainas, upon his return to 
Conftantinople, demanded a church in that city for the 
Arians, whofe doctrine was efpoufed by him, and moft of 

* Zof. p. 793—795. Soz. lib. viii. cap. 4. y>. 760. Socr. lib vi, 
cap 6. p. 306. Synef. ep. 31. 34..I38. p 177 — '79. 1 Chryf- torn v. 
horn. 72. p. 895. o> Zol. p. 794. Socr. p. 306, 307. Soz p. 761. 
Tbeodor. lib. v. cap. 3*. p. 744. n Philof. lib. xi. cap. 8. p. 531. 
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the Goths his countrymen. The timorous emperor, not 
daring to give an abfolute denial, referred him to Chry- 
Iht intre- f 0 ftom, biftiop of that city, who (hewed him the edict of 
^St^Chr emperor Theodofius, forbidding heretics and feftaries 

jofiom^ to no ^ an y afiemblies in the city. Gainas replied, that the 
fervices he had rendered the empire deferved at leaft one 
church, in which he, and thofe of his perfuafion, might 
have the free excrcife of their religion. To this remark 
the prelate replied boldly, that his rewards already exceeded 
his deferts ; that, from the mean condition of a common 
foldier, he had been raifed to the high ftation of commander 
in chief of all the Roman forces ; and ought to be fatisfied 
with the honours he enjoyed, without demanding what 
could not be granted without a notorious breach of the 
laws. Gainas, finding he had not to deal with an Arca- 
dius, but a Chryfoftom, thought it prudent to drop his 
demand. 

About this time appeared at Conftantinople a comet of 
unufual magnitude, portending, as was faid, the great dan- 
ger the city was in from the perfidioufnefs of Gainas \ for 
that Barbarian, who commanded in chief the armies of 
Arcadius, having filled Conftantinople with his Goths, 

Ga * na 'ade ant * remove ^ a ^ tne R° man tioops, formed a defign of 
"/fTe/AiK- feizing firft the wealth of the bankers, and then fetting fire 
tng Con- to the palace. But this wicked project being frultrated by 
fantinople\ a miracle, which the reader will find related at large by 
Socrates c , Sozomen p , and Philoftorgius q , he withdrew 
from the city on the tenth of July, on pretence of perform- 
ing his devotions in the church of St. John Baptift, feven 
miles from the city. He left the greater part of his Goths 
in the city, with private orders to fall upon the inhabitants 
immediately after his departure, and to give him a fignal 
that he might return and join them with thofe who attended 
him r . Socrates and Sozomen write, that the foldiers who 
guarded the gates, obferving thofe who went out with 
Gainas loaded with arms, which they endeavoured to con- 
ceal, attempted to oppofe them: but the Goths having 
killed feveral of the guards, opened themfelves a way fword 
in hand. The citizens, in the mean time, taking the 
alarm, flew to arms, and Arcadius, acquainted with what 
His mm had happened, declared Gainas a public enemy, and ordered 
majjacred. ^ x ^ Goths in the dty tQ be put tQ thg {w OX & u Gainas 

returned in great haftc but not being able to force the gate, 
which he he found barricadoed, and defended by a numer- 

9 Socr. lib. vi. cap. 6. p. 307. p Soz. lib. viii, cap. 4. p. 76a, 

s Philoft. lib. i. cap. %. p. 531. ' Zof. p. 795, 
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ous body of citizens, he was obliged to drop the enterprize 
and retire. We are ignorant of what happened the day fol- 
lowing ; but the day after the citizens attacked the Goths, 
who were ftill remaining in the city to the number of feven 
thoufand, and cut moll of them in pieces •, the reft took 
fancluary in the church of their nation, fituated near the 
palace ; but the citizens having obtained leave of the em- 
peror to attack them even in their afylum, they fir ft un- 
covered the roof, and after having plied them warmly with 
fhowers of darts and arrows, they fet fire to the church, 
which was reduced to afhes, with all who were in it*. 
This was condemned, fays Zofimus, by every good Chris- 
tian, as an enormous crime. 

Gainas, highly provoked at the maflacre of his friends 
and countrymen, pulled off the malk ; and making open jj e ram 
war upon the ftate, ravaged Thrace, but not being able to *agn 
make himfelf mafter of a fingle city, he left that province, Thrace. 
and marched into the Cherfonefus, in order to crofs the 
Hellefpont, and enrich himfelf and his army with thelpoils 
of Afia : but Fravitus, who commanded in thofe parts, 
having quickly affembled a confiderable number of veflels, 
attacked him in his paffage ; and being favoured by the Is defeated 
■wind, obliged him to return to the coaft whence he had nvithgrtat 
failed, with the lofs of many thoufands either killed or ty* h. 
drowned c . Fravitus was himfelf a Goth and a Pagan, ac- ravt MS * 
cording to Zofimus, but greatly attached to the Roman in- 
teicft, having married a Roman lady of diftin&ion in 380, 
and ever fince that time ferved the empire with great fidelity. 
He was one of the chiefs of thofe Goths who, being ex- 
pelled their own country by the Hunns, were allowed by 
Theodofius to fettle in Thrace. Eunapius writes, that foon 
after he killed with his own hand Eriulphus, another of 
their chiefs, becaufe he intended to take arms againft Theo- 
dofius, purfuant to an oath, by which they had all bound 
themfelves, before they left their own country, to do the 
Romans, however kindly received by them, all the mif- 
chief that lay in their power u . As he was a man of great 
courage, a ftridt. obferver of military difcipline, vigilant 
and indefatigable, he had been employed on feveral occa- 
fions, and acquitted himfelf in every command with great 
reputation : he had lately cleared the Eaft of the robbers 
who had long infefted it. However, he was fufpected of 
having fuffered Gainas, and the reft of his countrymen, to 
cfcape, when he might have eafily cut them all off : but 

» Chron. Alex. p. 71a, 1 Zof. Socr. Soz, ibid, Philoft. p. 531, 
* Eunap. p. an, 

Zofimus, 
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ZoTimus, and moft hiftorians, clear him from this charge, 
which fecms the more groundlefs, as he was, for his con- 
„ du& on that occafion, rewarded the following year with 
the confulfliip. From the Cherfonefus Gainas returned to 
Thrace, and was there, acconling to Socrates and Sozo- 
men, cut in pieces, with all his men, by the Romans, who 
purfued him ( T). 

EuJoxia During thefe troubles Eiuloxia, who had been hitherto 
treated diftinguilhed only with the title of Nobiliflima, received 
JuguJIa. t h at 0 f Augufta on the ninth of January ; on which occa- 
fion flic caufed her image to be carried through all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, to receive the fame honours that were 
JtrcaMa P a *d t0 images of the emperors. On the third of April 
bom. flie was delivered of Arcadia, her third daughter. In the 
beginning of this year the city of Conflantinople was fhaken 
with violent earthquakes, which lafted three days; on 
which occafion great numbers of Pagans demanded and re- 
ceived the facrament of baptifm. 

During the difturbances raifed by Gainas in the Eaft, 
the Weftern provinces, efpccially Italy, were alarmed by a 
fudden irruption of the Barbarians, under the conduct of 
the celebrated Alaric, and Rhadagaifus king of the Hunns. 
But of this inroad we (hall fpeak in a more proper 
place. 

Yr. of Fl. next confute were Vicentius, prefect of Gaul, and 

2 s 5 1. Fravitus, or Fravita, of whom we have fpoken already. 
A. D. 401. This year is remarkable for the birth of Theodofius, the 
U.C. 1199. f on an( i fucceflbr of Arcadius, born, according to Socra- 
, - tes % and the chronicle of Alexandria w , on the tenth, ac- 
borL cording to Marcel linus, on the eleventh of April, and foon 

» Socr. p. 763. w Chron. Alex. p. 712. 

(T) Zofimus aflerts, that a commander with an army of 

after he had maflacred all the his own nation, met him with 

Romans whom he found in his all his forces on the frontiers, 

army, left they mould betray gave him battle, and, after a 

him, he paffed the Danube, fharp difpute, put him, and all 

being defirous to end his days his men to the fword. ■ His 

in the ancient country of the body being found, Uldes cauf- 

Goths. Bur Uldes or Uldin, ed his head to be cut off, and 

king of the Hunns, then maf- fent to Arcadius (1), who re« 

ter of thofe countries, thinking ceived it at Gonftantinople on 

it highly impolitic to receive the third of January of the en- 

into his dominions fo renowned fuing year 401 (2)* 

(1) Zof. p. 79$, 799. (») Socr. p, 309. Chron. Alex* p. is. 

iVlarc. Chron, 

after 
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after his birth declared Caefar x , and baptized with extra- 
ordinary pomp and folemnity. The Euxine fea was this 
year frozen over for the fpace of twenty days A band 
of flaves and deferters pillaged part of Thrace, pretending 
to be Ifunns ; but Fravitus, marching againft them, killed 
mod of them, and difperfed the reft*. The following y r Q f p( # 
year, when Arcadius and Honorius were both confuls the 1852. 
fifth time, nothing remarkable happened in the Eaft, ex- A.D. 402. 
cept the promotion of young Theodofius to the imperial 12 °°' 
dignity •, which ceremony was performed with extraordi- ^ gmte- 
nary magnificence in the palace of Hehdomon, on the tenth ror ret \ res 
or eleventh of January a . In the Weft, Alaric entered to Raven* 
Italy again, ravaged feveral provinces without oppofition, 
and obliged the emperor to retire to Ravenna, which hence- 
forth became the ufual place of his refidence. 

The next confuls were, Theodofius Auguftus, and Ru- 
moridus. Who the latter was, we are not told ; but his 
name gives us room to think he was a Goth, probably* in 
the fervice of Honorius ; for in general one of the confuls 
belonged to the Eaftern, and the other to the Wcftern em- 
pire. This year 403, Eudoxia was, on the tenth or ele- Marina 
venth of February, delivered of Marina, her fourth and laft Qrn * 
daughter b . A ftatue of filver was erecled to the emprefs 
on a column of porphyry, near the church of St. Sophia ; 
which occafioned a mifunderftanding between Eudoxia and 
St. Chryfoftom, bilhop of the city, who could not endure 
the profane fports that were exhibited before the ftatue at 
the very entry of the church. Arcadius caufed likewife 
his own ftatue to be placed on a column, which,' according 
to fome writers, was reared this year in the quarter of thi 
city called Xerolophos, and is defcribed by Gyllius c . He 
likewife built the city of Arcadiopolis, in Thrace, or ra- 
ther gave that name to the city of Bergulsc d . To re- 
turn to Italy : Stilicho, having in fome degree removed 
the young emperor's fears, crolfed the lake of Como, and 
palling the Alps in the depth of winter, entered Rhretia, 
where he not only forced the Barbarians to fue for peace, Stiliefo 
but perfuaded great numbers of them to inlift in bis army, ojfembles 
At the fame time he difpatched mefTengers to the troops an arm y* 
that guarded the coafts of Britain, and the banks of the 
Rhine, ordering them to march with all poflible expedition 
into Rhaetia. Upon their arrival, he commanded them to 

purfue their route into Italy ; but departed himfelf before 

- ... 

* Theodor. lib. ii. p. 56?. Soz. p. 763. y Chron. Alex, 

p. 7T3. z Zof. p. -$9. » Soz. libi viii. cap. 4. p. 763. 

Chron. Alex. p. 712. :% Socr. lib. vi. cap. 18, p. 3*6. c Gyll. 
dc Conftant. Geu^rnpa. lib. iv. cap. 7. p. 300. * Theoph, p. 66. 

them, 
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them, attended by a fmall number of troops, in order to 
return with all fpeed to court. When he arrived at the 
Adda, he found the enemy encamped on the oppofite bank, 
and mailers of the bridge ; but not in the leait alarmed, 
he threw himfelf into the river as foon as it was dark, and 
forcing his way fword in hand through the midft of the 
Barbarians, appeared at court, to the inexprefiible joy of 
*ma dies em P eror c * ^ ne troo P s arrived foon after out of Rhx- 

*a*aiitft ; anc * ,c >tihcho, putting himfelf at their head, marched 

Aianc. againft the enemy ; but could not prevent Alaric from pai£- 
ing the Po, and advancing to Pollentia, now Pollenza, on 
*Tht battle the Tanaro in Piedmont, where the two armies engaged. 
cf Pollen- Claudian and Prudentius f fuppofe the battle to have been 
tu> ' gained by the Romans ; Cafliodorus in his chronicle main- 

tains, that Stilicho and the Roman army were defeated, and 
fled ; and Jornandes, that the Qoths, when furprifed by 
Stilicho, betrayed great fear •, but afterwards behaved cou- 
rageoufly, and put moft of his men to the fword, obliging 
the reft to fave themfelves by a precipitate and diforderly 
flight 8. According to Orofius, the Romans gained the 
battle ; but were vanquimed after the victory h . The Ro- 
mans, while vidlorious, forced and plundered the enemy's 
camp, in which they found the fpoiis of feveral provinces, 
and the wife of Alaric, with his children and daughters- 
in-law, whom they took prifoners. Alaric was no fooner 
informed of their misfortune, than he fent deputies to Sti- 
Afancfues Ijcho, to offer terms of peace ; which was concluded, upon 
Jor peace. con dition 0 f hj s marching immediately out of Italy *. 

Purfuant to this agreement, Alaric repaflTed the Po, and 
retired to Verona, where, in defiance of the late treaty, he 
began to plunder the country, and commit other a£ts of 
hoftility. In confequence of thefe outrages, Stilicho de- 
tached againft him a ftrong body of Barbarians, by whom 
he was obliged to take refuge amongftthe mountains. He 
endeavoured to pafs the Alps, and feize on Gaul or Rhas- 
tia ; but found all the paffes guarded by Stilicho, who kept 
him blocked up, till, moft of his troops deferting him, and 
Abandons joining the Romans, he withdrew in the night-time, and 
Italy, and returned through fecret ways into Pannonia. Orofius 
'vanuoma wr ' tcs > tnat tne Barbarians could not agree among them- 
felves \ that the Goths were divided into two factions ; and 
that the Alans and Hunns, who ferved under Alaric, often 
quarrelled, and deftroyed each other k . Italy being thus 

e Claudian- Bell, Get, p. 163—168. Conf, Hon, 6. p, 186, 187, 
f Prud, in Symm. p. 243 s Jorn, Rer, Goth, cap- 30. p. 653, 

)> Orof. lib. vii. cap. 37. p 211. i Claud, p. 172. & Conf. 

Hon. p. 181, 182. Prud. in Symm. p. 243. k Orof. p. 1*1. 

delivered 
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delivered from the Barbarians, Honorius, to fatisfy the fe- 
nate and people of Rome, who by frequent embaflies had 
intreated him to honour their city with his prefence, left 
Ravenna, and proceeded to that metropolis ; which he en- 
tered in triumph, having Stilicho with him in the chariot, Hononiu 
about the beginning of December. He was received with e j[J^u 
loud acclamations by the fenate in a body, by the nobility triumph*, 
and people in their richeft apparel. He would not fuffer 
the fenate to attend, according to cuftom, his triumphal 
chariot on foot \ but allowed his filler Placidia, and Eu- 
cherius his brother in-law, to pay him that honour. While Hiabolijbtt 
he was at Ravenna, he entirely fupprefled the (hews of M'Atwf 
gladiators, which, though forbidden by Conftantine the sa ta9ru 
Great in 325, had been tolerated by his fuccefTors, even by 
Theodofius himfelf, out of complaifance to the people, fond 
beyond expreflion of that inhuman diverfion K 

In the following year 404, the emprefs Eudoxia died of 
a mifcarriage, and was interred on the twelfth of the fame ^l a Jjj t 
month in the church of the Apoftles, where her tomb was 
to be feen many ages after m . Before her death the Hunns 
had invaded Thrace, and the Ifaurian robbers committed 
great diforders in Afia and Syria. The former, having pil- 
laged great part of Thrace and Eaft-Illyricum, retired oe- 
yond the Danube, loaded with booty n . Againft the latter 
Arbazacius was detached, who cut great numbers in pieces,' 
and inclofed them on all fides ; but fuffered them in the 
end to efcape, being bribed by large fums of money °. 
Suidas, who calls him a native of Ifauria, and a few lines 
after an Armenian, fays, that from his infatiable rapaciouf- 
nefs and avarice, he was nicknamed Harpazacius, or the 
Harpy. The Ifaurians, having now nothing to fear from 
Arbazacius, over*ran the provinces of Cilicia, Pamphylia, 
Lycia, Lycaonia, Pifidia, Cappadocia, and Lower Syria, 
extending their ravages to the frontiers of Perfia on one 
fide, and to the Euxine fea on the other, ranfacking and 
pillaging the open country, with the villages, and unforti- 
fied towns. They even pafled over into the ifland of Cy- 
prus, and caufed a general confternation in Phoenicia, Ca- 
ria, Judaea, and Jerufalem itfelf •, infomuch that the peo- 
ple were every-where bufied in building walls, in preparing 
arms, and putting themfelves in a pofture of defence : but' 
upori the approach of winter, they withdrew to their inac- 

1 Socrat. lib. i. cap. 18. p. 48. Soz. lib. i. cap. 8. p. 411. Cod. 
Theod. lib. xv. tit. 1 1 . leg. a. p. 395. ■ Cedr. p. 334 Chron. 

Al4x. p; 714; Cangc de Conftaht. lib. iv. p. 110. n Socrat. 

Irb. viii. cap. 15. p. 793. Pfciloft. lib. xi. p. 530. • Zo£ lib. v. 
p. 80*. Chryf. cp. izo. p, 754. 
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ceflible mountains, with an immenfe booty, which they 

fharcd with Arbazacius p . 
Honorius's \ n tne Weft, Honorius began his fixth confulftiip at 
^f X l(hb° n ~ ^ ome > which is the fubje& of the poem that Claudian 

pronounced on occafion of that folemnity From Rome 
Thi feat of he returned to Ravenna, and fixed his refidence, notwith- 
the Wiftem {landing the earned intreaties of the inhabitants of Milan, 
emptre invitinc him to their city. From this time Ravenna became 

transferred , r & c . n 1 T1 . , , 

to Ra tne * eat °* ™ e Weltern or Roman empire; whence the 

<venna. country in which it flood was called Romania, which name 
it ftill retains. 

The next confuls were Stilicho the feCond time, and 
Anthemius, who was foon after appointed prefect of the 
Eaft, and is much commended by St. Chryfoftom \ We 
{hall have frequent occafion to fpeak of him in the reign 
Yr. ofFI. of Theodofius II. This year the Mazichi and Auxoriani, 
A *^55- two nations of Barbarians inhabiting the country between 
U.'c'itoV Cyrenaica and Tripoli tana, laid wafte great part of Egypt \ 
* Arcadius was on the twelfth of June at Nice ; on the tenth 

Radagai. and twenty-third of July, and twelfth of Auguft at Ancy- 
fus enters ra, in Galatia, whence he returned in the beginning of 
Italy with autumn to Conftantihople x . Italy was again alarmed with 
a fudden irruption of Barbarians, conducted by Radagaifus, 
or Pthodogaifus, one of the kings or chiefs of the Goths, a 
Pagan by religion, and a fworn enemy to the Roman 
name 11 . He is by lbme writers (lyled king of the Hunns w . 
He entered Italy with Alaric in the year 400, but return- 
ing afterwards beyond the Danube, he aflembied an army, 
confining of two hundred thoufaiul Barbarians, of the va- 
rious nations dwelling beyond the ^Danube and the Rhine, 
who were then dillinguifhed by the common name of 
Goths. The commandcis, who aflumed the title of lords, 
amounted, according to Photius, a contemporary writer, 
to the number of twelve hundred *. With this formidable 
holt he broke fuddenly into Italy, vowing to facrifice to his 
gods, fays Orofius, all the Roman blood he could ihed. 
His approach threw all Italy, and Rome itfelf, into the 
utmoft confternation. As Radagaifus was a zealous wor- 
ihipper of the gods, and facrificed every morning to Jupi- 
ter, the Pagans in Rome exclaimed, that he would, with- 
out all doubt, prevail, not fo much by his numerous forces, 
as the protection of the gods, whom the ungrateful Romans 

p Thcodor. Vit Patr. cap. jo, ai. p. 8*8, 865. s Claud. 

Conf. Hon. 6. p. 191. * CUryf. ep. 14.7. p. 780. • Philoft. 

lib. xi. cap. '6. p. 3501 351. t Cud. Theod. Chron. p. 148. 

» Aug in Pfal. cv. cpp. 10, p. 547. w Profp. Chron. * Phot, 
cap. So. p. 1 So. 

had 
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had banifhed from a city which they had fo often defended: 
Unlefs the ancient religion (faid they) be reftored, and 
Chridianity, the only caufe.of our calamities, abofiflied, 
the city mud fall into the hands of the Barbarians, who 
have the pods on their fide, whom we have forfaken." 
"With thefe complaints the whole city was filled, and the 
name of Chriit every-where blafphemed, as the true caufe 
of the prefcnt calamities y . 

In the mean time Stilicho, having aflembled at Pavia all 
the Roman forces, amounting to thirty legion3, and rein- 
forced them with great numbers of Goths, Hunns, and 
Alans, under the command of Sarus a Goth, and Uldirt 
king of the Hunns, left that place, directing his march- to- 
wards Hctruria, where Radagaifus was engaged in the fiege 
of Florence, which city was already reduced to the utmoft 
extremity. As Stilicho came by furprize upon the enemy^ 
he immediately ordered the Hunns, and other auxiliaries, to 
attack one of the three bodies, into which he found their ar- 
my divided. r His orders were executed, and a hundred thou- which ii 
fand of the enemy deftroyed, without the lofs of one man defeattd bj 
on the fide of the Romans. Radagaifu^etired with the Stliuho » 
red to the neighbouring mountains of Fefulae, where he was 
clofely befieged by Stilicho, and reduced, with his numerous 
army, to fuch extremity, that he attempted to efcape, and 
leave his men to the mercy of the Romans; but as the pafies and he 
were guarded, he fell into Stilicho's hands, and was by his Aim/elf ta~ 
order put to death. His men, finding themfelves abandon- keti P ri - 
ed by their leader, and deilitute of provifions, fubmitted to p™'^ 
the Romans in fuch nSmbers, that they were fold like bath* 
beads, in droves, at a frown a head 1 ; but as, by the fa- 
mine that had raged among them while blocked up in the 
mountains, they had contracted an ill date of health, they ' 
all died in a few days. Orofius and St. Audin afcribe this 
victory to, a miracle. 

In the following year a dreadful fire happened at Con- 
dantinople on the twenty-fifth of October a j and Paledine PaUfiim 
was infeded with fuch multitudes of graflioppers, as quite injtfted 
darkened the Iky, and turned day into night. St. Jerom, m y* 
who was then compofing his comments on the prophet Joel, grafbopl 
writes, that, after they had done great mifchief, they were p er s> 
driven by the wind, partly into the Dead Sea, partly into 
the Mediterranean, and thrown foon after on both (bores in 
fuch heaps, that they infected the air, and occafioned a 
plague b . Honorius continued all this year at Ravenna, 

y Aug. de Civit. Dei, lib. v. cap. *j. p. 63. 1 Idem ibid. 

Orof. p. %%%. Marc. Chron. a Chton. Al«Xt p. 714. b Hier. 
in Joel. cap. a. p. 60. 
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where he ena&ed a law, dated the feventeenth of April, 
encouraging all perfons, whether freedmen or flaves, to 
take arms in defence of their country, and promifing to 
the latter their liberty, to the former three pieces of 
gold to be paid immediately, and feven more after the 
war. This edi£t was, without all doubt, occafioned by 
the motions of the northern nations, who, on the lad day 
of the year 406, entered Gaul, and, fixing their abode 
there, was the beginning of the total ruin of the Ro- 
man empire in the Weft. At the fame time the Roman 
troops quartered in Britain, apprehending the Barbarians 
would, after the entire reduction of Gaul, crofs the fea, 
and, jointly with the Scots and Irifli, fall upon them, and, 
expecting no afliftance from Hotiorius, refolved to choofe 
The Ro- an emperor of their own. Accordingly they conferred that 
mans tn dignity on one Mark ; whom after a few days they mur- 
Jolf'and' dcred, upon feme difgufl, and placed Gratian, a native of 
fet up Con- Britain, in his room c . Gratian, after a (hort reign of four 
JUntine for months, underwent the fame fate ; and was fucceeded by 
emperor i Conftantine, a common foldier, who was chofen merely on 
account of his name, which was common to him with Con- 
ftantine the Great, who, being advanced to the imperial 
dignity in Britain, had made himfelf mailer of the whole 
empire, and governed with great profperity and fuccefs 
ivhpaffes The prince, immediately after his promotion, paffed over 
™"J* t0 into Gaul, taking with him all the Roman forces quartered 
Jkich fub- m tne ifland, and the flower of the BritiuS youth ; by which 
mitstohim. means the country, thus left naked and defencelefs, was 
not long after obliged to fubmit to the yoke of new lords, 
Conftantine landed at Boulogne, and, being joined by great 
numbers of Gauls, who chofe rather to fubmit to him than 
to the Barbarians, reduced the whole country. 

The following year 408, is remarkable for many memor- 
Yr. of Fl. aD ] e events. In the Eail died at Conftantinople, on the firft 
A D 5 *o8 °^ ^ a T> tne em P eror Arcadius, after having lived thirty- 
U.C 1x06! one years, and reigned twelve years with his father, and four- 
,. teen after his death e , or rather thirteen years, three months, 

Arcadius and fourteen days. He was buried near the emprefs Eu- 
doxia, in the church of the Apoftles, where their tombs of 
porphyry were to be teen feverai ages after. He left behind 
him butonefon, Thcodofius, then eight years old, butjuft 
His ifut. weaned. We have obfenped in the "hiftory of his reign, that 
he had four daughters, Flacctlla, Pukheria, Arcadia, and 
: Flaccilla is never mentioned by hiftoriant but oq 



c Soz, libk ix. cap. 11. p. 8ig. Phot. cap. 80. p. 186. d Orof. 
lib. vii. cap. 40. p. a» > * Theod. lib. ii. p. 568* Socr. libk 

vi. cap. 23. p. 3j2. 

occafion 
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©ccafion of her birth 5 whence we may conclude, that (he 
died foon after. The other three embraced the ftate of 
virginity, and led exemplary lives. Arcadius was a prince His cha- 
naturally inclined to virtue, and an enemy to vice, but of rafter. 
very (lender parts, and therefore entirely governed, and 
(hamefully impofed upon, bv his minifters, and the em- 
prefs, who abufed his authority to opprefs the people in the 
mod defpotic and tyrannical manner. Conftantine, having 
reduced all Gaul to hisobedienc, fent a body of troops into 
Spain, in order to oppofe Didymius and Verianus or Ve- 
rinianus, who, having aflembled the few troops that were 
quartered in that province, and reinforced them with the 
flaves and peafants who were willing to take arms, had feiz- 
ed on the pafles of the Pyrenees. Didymius and Verinianus 
were brothers, natives of Spain, and nearly allied to Hono* 
rius, for whom they openly declared, while mod of the cities 
of that province were ready to revolt, and fubmit to the 
ufurper f . 

The troops that were firft detached againft them not be- Conftaas 
ing able to force a paffage through the Pyrenees, which were the fon of 
carefully guarded by the two brothers, Conftantine obliged Con/tan- 
his eldeft fon, named Conftans, who profefled a monaltic 
life, to quit his retirement, created him Csefar, and dif- SJJT' 
patched him with the flower of his army, commanded by 
Gerontius, an experienced officer, into Spain. Didymius 
and Verinianus defended the pafles for fome time with great 
refolution and intrepidity ; but being overpowered with 
numbers, were at length obliged to retire. Conftans pur- 
sued them clofely and, coming up with them in Lufita- 
nia, now Portugal, defeated them with great flaughter, and 
took both them and their wives prifoners. Upon the news 
of their defeat and captivity, their brothers Theodofius or 
Theodofielus, and Lagodus, who had taken arms in an- 
other province, abandoned Spain to the ufurper.and retired, He reduces 
the former to the court of Honorius, and the latter to that all Spain, 
of Theodofius, who had fucceeded his father Arcadius in 
the empire of theEalt *. Conftans, having reduced Spain, 
and appointed Gerontius to command the army, and guard 
the Pyrenees, returned to Gaul, where he prefented the 
two illuftrious captives to his father, who immediately or- 
dered them to be privately put to death. 

To reward his fon for his eminent ftrvices, he created andtsde- 
him Auguftus, honouring him, fays Zofimus h , with a dia- dared Am- 
dem. At the fame time he fent a folemn deputation to Ho- 

f Zof. lib. vi. p. 8s6. Orof. lib. vi. cap. 40. p. at?. Sox. lib. ix t 
cap. 11. p. 813. Phot. p. 184. s Greg. Tur. Hift, Fr. lib. ii. 

cap* 9. p< 6z. h Zof* p. 830. 

A a 3 norms, 
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norlus, excufing his revolt, pretending he had been forced 
by the foldiery to accept of the fovereignty, and demanding 
Honorius to be acknowleged as his partner in the empire. Honorius, 
acknovo- not finding himfelf in a condition to depofe the ufurper, 
U^es Con- complied with his requeft ; and accordingly fent him the 
^ns*cd- i m P c " a l P ur ple, honouring him, at the lame time, with 
league, tne title °f Auguftus \ Italy was at this time threatened 
, . with a new invafion of the Barbarians, under the conduct 
threatens °^ the famous Alaric, who, at the inftigation of Stilicho, 
ftaljf* leaving Pannonia and Dalmatia, where lands had been 
granted to him and his Goths, pafied unexpectedly the Alps, 
and, breaking into Noricum, threatened to invade Itajy, and 
deftroy all before him, unlefs a certain fum, which he pre- 
tended to be due to him and his troops, was immediately 
paid. Upon this demand, Honorius, who was then at 
Rome, aflembled the fenate, when feveral fenators of great 
diftinclion were for rejecting his demand, and marching 
againft him, urging, that, to comply with an arrogant and 
unreafonable demand, was not buying a peace, but figning 
The money a contract of perpetual flavery. However, Stilicho, who 
idt7fn! <i ' mamtameJ a P" va tc correfpondence with Alaric and his 
P artv > pleading with great warmth in his favour, as if the 
money he demanded was really due, it was agreed, that 
four thoufand pounds weight of gold mould be fent him. 
Lampadius, who had with great boldnefs oppofed this mo- 
• tion, and of confequence incurred the difpleafure of Stili- 
cho, as foon as the fenate broke up, took fanctuary in a 
neighbouring church k . A few days after, Honorius, leav- 
ing Rome, fet out for Bononia ; whence, after a (hort ftay, 
he removed to Ticinum, now Pavia, attended by Olym- 
pius, who, by an outward (hew of Chriftian piety, fays Zo- 
limus, had gained the confidence of the emperor, and was 
employed about his perfon. 
Stilicho dif* As every one was now well apprifed of the wicked de- 
gracedy figns of Stilicho, Olympius difclofed them to the emperor, 
and put to on t ^ e roa( j f rom bologna to Pavia ; and fo thoroughly con- 
vinced him of the treachery of his minifter, that the prince, 
roufed by the fenfe of his danger, no fooner arrived at 
Pavia than he difpatched an exprefs to Ravenna, where 
Stilicho then was, with two different orders, the one com- 
manding him to be fecured, and the other to be put to 
death. Upon the arrival of the mefTenger, Stilicho took 
fac"luary in a church j but next day, being in the prefence 
pf the biftiop aflured by the foldiers upon oath, that they 

1 Phot. p. i3o Greg. Tar. ibid. k Philoft lib. xii. cap. ». 

F. 53*. Rutil. lib. ii. p. 141. 
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had orders only to arreft him, he left his afylum, and deli- 
vered himfelf into their hands; a ftcp which he had no 
fooner taken than the mefienger produced the warrant for 
his death ; whereupon he was beheaded the fame day, the - 
twenty-third of Auguft of the prefent year 408 It was Several of 
no fooner known at Pavia, that the emperor had ordered his friend* 
him to be arretted, than the army encamped there, encou- art cui l " 
raged by Olympius, fays Zofimus, flew to arms, and flew ^ e eg J r ^ 
all thofe who were known to be well affected to the dif- ' arm J* 
graced general ; comprehending many excellent officers, 
and other perfons of* great diftinttion (Y). Stilicho pro- 
fefled the Chriftian religion ; but his fon Eucberius was not 
only a Pagan but a profefled enemy to the Chriflians. 

The emperor had married, in the beginning of this year, 
Thermantia, Stilicho's fecond daughter, Maria, his eldeft 
daughter, whom Honorius hadefpoufed in 398, being dead 
fome years before m . Honorius wedded Thermantia at 
Rome, where the match was concluded by Serena, alleg- Honorius 
ing, fays Zofimus, to her hufband Stilicho, who was averfe divorces 
to it as incefluous, that the other fifter died a virgin. Upon n " dau^ 
the death of Stilicho, Honorius divorced his daughter, and ^J^ r " 
fent her back untouched to her mother Serena. 

When Eucherius heard the news of his father's death, he ^ucherius % 
fled to a church for protection *, but being dragged from ^"f**^ 
thence by the emperor's order, he was fent under a ftrong 

* Zof. p. 180. Sor. lib. ix. cap 4. p. 806. Orof. lib. vii. cap. 38. 
p. in* "» Zof. p. 804.. Phot. cap. 80. p J77. 

(Y) All authors, except Zo- but Zofimus pretends thefe 
fimus, and the poet Claudian, crimes were all feigned by his 
agree, th.tt he was guilty of the enemies, in order to prejudice 
crimes laid to his charge; that Honorius againft him, and pro- 
he maintained a private corre- cure his ruin, to which the cre- 
fpondence with Alaric ; that he dulous prince in the end con- 
invited the Barbarians into fented. The fame writer adds, 
Gaul, hoping the emperor that, after his death, feveral of 
would reward his eminent fer- his friends werecrueliy tortured, 
vices, after he had driven them and, atnonglt the relt, Deute- 
out, with afluming him for his rus the emperor's great cham- 
colleague ; that he had formed berlain, and Peter his chief fe- 
a defign of murdering the two cretary, who died on the rack 
princes Honorius and Theodo- without owning any of the 
fius, and feizing on both em- charges that were brought 
pires for himfelf; and that, by againft him, or them, as privy 
a potion given to Honorius, he to his wicked defigns (1). 
prevented his having any iflue : 

(1) Zof. p. 811. 819. 

A a 4 guard 
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guard to Rome, and executed B . Thus were the empire, 
fays Orofius and the church, by the death of a few per- 
fons, delivered from the wicked attempts of their enemies. 
However, we could wifh, for the reputation of Honorius, 
that the pretended criminals had been tried in due form ; 
for fuch as fuffer without being heard have a right to be 
deemed innocent. All the ecclefiaftic writers fuppofe Sti- 
ljcho to have been guilty ; but the crimes laid to his charge 
were never proved, either in his life-time, or after his 
death j and hence Zofimus looks upon them as falfe impu- 
StilUhfi tations, and ground lefs fufpicions. Stilicho's eftate was 
efiate eon- CO nfifcated, and likewife the eltates of his avowed parti* 
M ca,t ' fans, and fuch as had been preferred by him for money p ; 

and Jleliocrates was ordered to Rome to feize them, which 
commiffion he difcharged with great humanity, cautioning 
thofe who were the leaft guilty to remove their efftcls out 
of the way : but his moderation coft him dear ; for he was 
not only deprived of his commiffion, but fent in bonds to 
Ravenna, and would have been put to death, had he not 
found means to efcape out of prifon, and fave himfelf in a 
church *. Such was the end of Stilicho, after he had com- 
manded in chief the Roman armies for twenty-three years. 
His eha* He was no doubt a perfon of extraordinary qualities, a 
raSer. great flatefman, a valiant foldier, and experienced officer. 

He gained fuch an afcendant over Honorius, who . was 
blindly guided by his counfels, that, till the time of his 
difgrace, he governed with more abfolute dominion than 
the emperor himfelf. Zofimus, however partial to his me- 
mory, accufes him of rapine and oppreflion, of great par- 
tiality in the adminiftration of juftice, and of conveying by 
degrees into his own coffers the whole wealth of the em- 
Olymplus pire. Stilicho was fucceeded in the adminiftration by Olym* 
primt mi- pius, the chief author of his ruin. He was a native of the 
nifln. country bordering on the Euxine Sea, and not only pre- 
ferred the Chriftian religion, but outwardly affe&ed an ex- 
traordinary piety, fays Zofimus, thereby infinuating, that 
bis piety was counterfeit : but St. Auftin entertained a con- 
trary opinion, as appears from the commendations he be- 
ftows upon him ' > as did likewife Symmachus, though a 
zealous Pagan Olympiodorus writes, that be owed his 
firft preferment to Stilicho, who recommended him to Ho- 
norius 1 : a circumflance which would render the return he 
made that minifter highly criminal, if he had any thing in 

» Phi loft. lib. xii. cap. 3. p. 533. 0 Orof. p. it*. p Cod. 

Theod. lib. ix. tit. 40. leg. 20. p. 319. q Zof. p. 811. 819. 

f Aug. ep. exxiv. exxix. p. 242. 245. • Sym. lib. ix. ep. 60, 
p. 363. t Phot, cap. So. p. 177. 
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view but the public welfare. He had in Stilicho's life- 
time a confiderable employment at court, and was, after 
his death, raifed to the pod of magifter officiorum, or (lew- 
artf of the emperor's houfhold, one of the greateft employ- 
ments in the ltate. Soon after his promotion, he wrote to He fa* 
St. Auftin, defiring that zealous prelate to fugged to him, 
from time to time, what he thought would conduce to the c UTC 
good of the church. In the very beginning of his admini- 
lt ration, be caufed feveral laws to be enacted again ft the 
Pagans, Jews, and heretics, efpecially the Donatifts in 
Africa w . By a law dated the fourteenth of November, 
thofe who weie not of the Catholic communion, or did not 
conform to the religion of the prince, were excluded from 
all employments at court. When this law was ena&ed, 
•one of the chiefs of the Qarbarians in the Roman fervice 
refigned his command ; and his example* if Zofimus is to 
be credited w , was followed by many others, who were 
either Pagans or Arians. Amongft. the feveral laws of this 
year, relating both to civil and ecclefiaftic matters, one 
was enacted forbidding all perfons of quality to trade ; not 
tha.t trade was by any means looked upon as degrading, but 
becaufe others, in dealing with men of power and autho- 
rity, were liable to be injured without redrefs. 

When the Roman foldiers quartered in the cities of Italy Tht<wi<uet 
heard of Stilicho's death, they .flew to arms, and, out of andchtl- 
hatred to him, inhumanly murdered the wives and chil- ^tnojtht 
dren of the Barbarians whom he had taken into the fervice, J^™*"* 
and whom they on that account confidered as privy to his tna*fer-' 
\yicked defigns. The Barbarians, provoked at this horrid wV# mur*. 
cruelty, vowed revenge •, and, quitting the emperor's fer- Mud* 
vice, retired, to the number of thirty thoufand and up- Yr of 
war4s, to Alaric, who, though thus, reinforced, offered to »g 5 g. 
conclude a lading peace with Honorius, and never more A. D. 40?, 
didurb the tranquility of the empire, provided he would u C. 1*06. 
fend him a fufficient fum to pay his army their arrears. ~ ^ 
Honorius refuting to comply with his demand, he difpatch- ^'ians ' 
ed an exprefs to Ataulphus or Athaulphus, his brother-in- join Al«ric x 
law, who was quartered on the frontiers of Pannonia, or- who tnttri 
dering him to march with his troops, confiding of Goths ** at /> and 
and Hunns, into Italy. b Romc* 
In the mean time Alaric himfelf, advancing by long * 
marches from Noricum to the Po, croffed that river with- 
out oppofition ; and pafling in fight of Ravenna» where the 
emperor then was, purfued his march, almod without halt- 

* Cod. Thepd. lib. xvi. tit. 5. leg. 44* l6 5» w lib- v. 

ing 



Digitized by Google 



nx>hich is 
reduced /a 
great 
/raits, 

and com- 
plies with 
tht de- 
mands of 
Mane. 



Tkejt'gt 

rrifed. 

Serena* 

the widow 

tfStilicho, 

put to 

death. 



The Hiflory of the 

ing, till he arrived at Rome, which he immediately inveft- 
ed, blocking up all the roads and avenues, and placing 
guards at the mouth and on the banks of the Tiber, to pre- 
vent the inhabitants from receiving any fupplies or provi- 
fions by water *. By thefc means the city, which was 
crouded with people, was foon reduced to great diftrefs : 
a famine began to rage, which was attended with a plague, 
arifing from the great number of dead bodies that lay in the 
ftrcets unburied y . In this fituation, the unhappy citizens 
were obliged to fend deputies to treat with Alaric. Thefe 
were Bafilius, who had been prefect of Rome in 395, 
and John, the emperors firft fecretary. 

Alaric accepted their propofals, and agreed to raife the 
fiege, and ever after continue faithful to the Romans, upon 
their delivering up hoftages, and paying him five thoufand 
pounds weight of gold, thirty thoufand of filver, four thou- 
fand filk garments, three thoufand fkins of purple dye, and 
as many pounds of pepper- For raifing the required fum, 
the fenators were taxed according to their eftates ; but as 
they were not pofiefTed of fo much ready money, they had 
recourfe to the ornaments of the temples and images of the 
gods : fome of the latter, that were of gold or filver, they 
melted down, and, among the reft, that of Valour ; which 
being deftroyed, it was pretended that the ancient Roman 
valour was utterly extinguiflied, as had been foretold by 
perfons well verfed in the rites and ceremonies of their 
country. The treaty was ntified by Honorius, and the 
fum thus raifed fent to Alaric, who thereupon raifed the 
fiege, and retired with his army into Hetruria z . When 
he firft appeared before Rome, the fenate, with the confent 
and approbation of Placidia, the emperor's filler, then in 
the city, caufed Serena, the widow of Stilicho, to be mur- 
dered, upon a falfe fuppofition, fays Zofimus, of her pri- 
vately correfponding with the enemy. Lxta, the widow 
of the emperor Gratian, and her mother Piflamene, fignal- 
ized their humanity during the fiege, relieving, with great 
generofity, as Zoiimus himfelf owns, the familhed citizens. 

While the Weftern empire was thus miferably harafled 
by the Barbarians, and rent into two parts by the ufurpa- 
tion of Conftantine, whom Honorius had been obliged to- 
acknowlege for his partner in the fovereignty, a profound 
peace reigned over all the provinces fubjeel to Theodofius, 
though not yet eight years old. They were chiefly indebted 
for the happinefs they enjoyed to Anthemius, who taking 

* Soz. lib. ix. cap, 6. p. 807. y Idem ibid. Aug. ep. cap. 

OMtxiii. p. * Hicr. cp. xi. xvi. p 93. 111. 

upon 
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upon him the adminiftrntion, discharged the office of prime <fk, happy 
minifter with an integrity hardly to be equalled in hiftory. admhtflra* 
He was grandfon to Philippus, who had been prefect of ttan °f * n - 
the Eafl: under Conftantius, which office Anthemius him- 
felf difcharged from the year 405 to 414*. He was magif- 
ter officiorum b , ambafl'ador to the king of Perfia, conful, 
and foon after praefe&us praetorio. He had at leaft one 
daughter, who was married to Procopius, by whom (he had 
Anthemius, advanced to the empire in 465. 

He is commended by all the writers of thofe times as an jii s< ha- 
experienced commander, an able ftatefman, a zealous Chrif- rafter. 
tian, and one who had nothing fo much at heart as the 
glory of his prince, and thehappinefs of the people 6 . Pro- Whether 
copius writes, that Arcadius, either diftrufting his brothef V^g'rdes 
Honorius, or apprifed that the diftracled Hate of his own p*f!J% 



affairs would divert him from attending to thofe of the Eaft, a ppoi 9 t e( i 
begged in his will Ifdegerdes king of Perfia, with whom he guardian to 
had entered into a Uriel: alliance, to take upon him the theyoung 
care and tuition of the young prince : the fame writer adds, P rutcem 
that Ifdegerdes, who was a prince of great generofity, fent 
ambalTadors to acquaint the fenate of Conftantinople, that 
he accepted the charge, and was refolved to punifli fuch as 
fhould prefume to raile dffturbances in the ftate d . Theo- 
phanes, who wrote after Procopius, and has borrowed from 
him the greatelt part of his hiilory, adds, that Ifdegerdes, 
not being at leifure to attend the adminiftration in perfon, 
fent Antiochus to Conltantinople, a perfon of extraordinary 
abilities, and of an unblemifhed character, who difcharged 
the trufl repofed in him with the greateft integrity till the 
year 414, when Pulcheria, taking upon her the adminif- 
tration, he was deprived of his authority and even of his 
Jife e (Z). In the courfe of this year the Hunns and Squiri, 

or 

* Socr. lib. vii. cap. i. p 334. b Cod. Theod. tit. 6. p. 349. 

c Chryf. p. 780. 'tfPiocop. Bell. Peril lib. i. cap. a. p. 7. 

e Theopli. p. 69. 

(Z) It is furprifingthat fuch reckon thisfuppofed lalt will of 

an event, one of the moll re- Arcadius; for Agathius tells us, 

markablein hiftory, mould be that it was the common talk, 

taken notice of by no hiftorian having been handed down by 

before Procopius, who wrote tradition from father to fon ; 

a hundred and fifty years after, but that he found it vouched 

and is often guilty of confider- by no writer except Procopius, 

able miftakes, being milled by not even by thofe who had 

popular and ill-grounded tradi- given a particular account of 

pons, among which we may the death of Arcadius (1). And 

(1) Agath. lib. iv. p. 137. 

indeed 
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?ks HuMBt «t Scyri, a northern nation, invaded Thrace, under the 
ami the conduct of Uldin, of whom we have made mention above j 
jfywri DU t fome of their officers abandoning them to join the Ro- 
ThrlcT* mans » tncv ww'cd with great precipitation : however, the 
butThe* emperor's troops engaging the Squiri before they could 
Utter an reach the Danube, cut great numbers of ' them in pieces, 
almofi *»- an d took the reft prifoners. By this overthrow that na- 
'"'k CMt tion was almoft extirpated 

As Honorius, under various pretences, declined deliver- 
ing up the prom i fed hoftages to Alaric, and executing fome 
other articles of the treaty not mentioned by hiftorians, the 
fenate authorifed Attalus, C*cilianus, and Maxjmianus or 
MaximiUanus,toreprefent in their name the evils that might 
thence accrue to the empire, efpecially the capital. But 
their remonftanccs were utterly difregarded by the emperor, 
mi fled, fays Zofimus, by Olympius, and Alaric 's enemies 
at court *. However, he raifed Attalus to the pod of conies 
largitionum, and Caecilianus to that of praefeclus pnetorio h . 
AlarU r$- Xn the mean time Alaric, provoked at the emperor's back- 
for" S Romi war< ^ nc ^ 8 m complying with the articles of the late treaty, 
* left Hetruria, and, approaching Rome, blocked it up a 
fecond time, his army being reinforced with forty thoufand 
(laves, who had made their efcape out of the city. Hono- 
rius fent fix thoufand chofen troops to the defence of the 
place ; but they were intercepted by Alaric's parties, and 
all either cut off or taken prifoners, except Valens their 
commander, Attalus, and about a hundred more, who, 
with much difficulty, efcaped to Rome. Maximilianus, 
one of the prifoners, was ranfomed by his father with thirty 
Aiaulphut thoufand pieces of gold. In the mean time Ataulphus was 
**ttn advancing to join Alaric. He had already pafled the Ju- 
Ita/j. ij an Alps, and entered the province of Venetia, when Ho- 
norius difpatched all the forces quartered in the neighbour- 
ing towns again ft him, who cut in pieces eleven hundred 
ot his men, with the lofs only of fifteen \ but notwithftand- 

f Sor. lib. ix. cap. 6. p. 807, 809. e Zof. lib. v. p. 817—819. 

* Cod. Thcod. Cbron. p. 153. 

indeed Socrates, Sozomen, nuch, named Antiochus, who, 
Theodoret, Zofimus, Fhiloltor- pafling from the fervice of a 
gius, both Profpers, and Mar- Perlian lord, named Narfes, to 
cellinus, take not the lead no that of Theodutius U. became 
ticeor this memorable tranfac- ' preceptor to the young prince, 
tion. Ifidore of Pelufium, and which perhaps gave rile to the 
Synefius(2), mention an cu- above mentioned tradition. 

(1) Ifidor. Pel* lib. i. ep. 39. p. n. Syn. p. 84. 

ing 
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ing this check, Ataulphus purfued his march, and joined 
Alaric. About this time, Olympius, the prime minifter, Olympius 
was difgraced, diveftedof all his honours, and difcharged, dffgrmeed. 
the eunuchs of the court accufing him to the emperor as 
the author of the prefent calamities. He was fucceededby 
Jovius, then prefect of Italy, a perfon much commended 
by Zofimus, a circumftance which gives us room to be- 
lieve him to have been a Pagan •, for he is fcarce ever fo 
lavifli of his praifes on thofe who profefled the Chriftian 
religion. With Olympius feveral other officers were chang- 
ed. Attalus was made prefect of Rome, and Demetrius 
comes hrgitionum, or treafurer, in his place. 

The foldiers, mutinying at Ravenna, demanded the T hi gene- 
heads of the two generals Turpilio and Vigilantius, and r f( r Tur- 
likewife of Terentius and Arfacius, the emperor's two firft %f". and 
chamberlains. The timorous prince, at the inftigation of p^^ UUi 
Jovius, perhaps the author of the tumult, ordered the two death. 
generals to be conveyed on board a veflel, in order to be 
lent into exile 5 but the foldiers, who were charged to con- 
duct them, put them both to death. Terentius was baniffi- 
ed into the Eaft, and Arfacius confined to the city of Mi- 
lan 1 . Eufebius was made great chamberlain in the room of 
Terentius j Valens fucceeded Turpilio in the poft of gene- 
ral of the horfe ; and the office of comes domefticorum, 
held by Vigilantius, was given to Ellebichus or Allobichus. 
Thefe were all creatures to Jovius, whofe authority was 
thus firmly eftabliflied k . At the fame time Generides, by 
birth a Barbarian, was appointed general of the troops quar- 
tered in Rhaetia, Noricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia 5 which 
countries he protected with great fidelity again ft the Barba- 
rians who attempted to invade them. Zofimus writes, 
that he was a Pagan, and that for his fake Honorius revok- 
ed the law excluding the Pagans from all employments. 
The fame law was repealed with refpeel to heretics, efpe- 
cially the Donatifts, to whom fome churches were reftored> 
which had been formerly taken from them, the emperor 
following, in this particular, the advice of Jovius, of Hc- 
raclianus count of Africa, and of Macrobius the author of 
the Saturnalia, as is commonly believed, at that time pro- 
conful of Africa 1 . 

Alaric having advanced to the neighbourhood of Rome, 
the fenate fent a fecond deputation to the emperor, preffing 
him to execute the articles of a treaty which he himfelf 
had ratified. Alaric approved of this ftep, and appointed a 

* Zof. p. Sao, 8a 1. k Phot. P. 181. 1 Hicr. Ep. viii. p. 65. 
Cod. TLcod* tit. 4* p. 15 9« 

body 
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body of Gotlis to cfcort the deputies, among whom was In- 
nocent bilhop of the city. At the fame time Alaric, by the 
advice of Jovius, with whom he had been intimately ac- 
quainted in Epirus, advanced with part of his army to Ari- 
minum, or Rimini, that he might be nearer at hand to treat 
with the emperor, than at Ravenna. Jovius himfelf met 
him at Rimini *, and, after fome conferences, wrote to 
court, advifing the emperor to comply with the articles 
formerly agreed to ; or, if he thought them unreafonabie, 
to fatisfy Alaric by preferring him to the poft of com- 
Hoxorius mander in dhief of all the Roman forces. To this letter 
refujes to the emperor anfwere'd, that he was refolved never to prefer 
€ °™th*th * Alaric, or any of his people. The emperor's letter being 
topofaU of delivered to Jovius, while he was in Alaric's tent, and he 
Alone, with the utrnoit imprudence reading it out aloud, Alaric 
was fo incenfed at the prince's declaration, that he imme- 
diately decamped, directing his march towards Rome : but, 
foon after, changing his refolution, fent fome bifhops to Ho- 
norius, with very moderate proposals ; for he offered to en- 
ter into a perpetual alliance with Honorius, and to defend 
the empire againlt all invaders, provided he would only 
fend him a fmall fum to pay his men their arrears, that they 
might not mutiny when dilbanded, and allow them to fettle 
in Rhxtia and Noricum, which provinces paid but an in- 
confiderable tribute, and neverthelefs obliged the emperor, 
as they were expofed to the incurfions of the neighbouring 
Barbarians, to maintain numerous armies to defend them ; 
a talk which he took upon himfelf to difcharge, without 
putting the empire to the leaft expence. Thefe propofals, 
however reafonable, were rejected, Jovius having, by his 
imprudence, cut off all means of accommodation ; for, ap- 
prehending the emperor might, from his late imprudent 
conduit, fufpedt him of privately favouring Alaric, he qver- 
ax J /wears acted the contrary part, inducing the emperor to fwear, 
me-uer to that he would never make peace, but wage perpetual war 

Vuktom' with Alaric : hc himfelf > and ali the officers, both civil and 
military, took the fame oath m . Alaric, though informed 

J * lar "' J '. of thefe unaccountable proceedings, fent back the biftiops 
moderation, -n A , • \ . $ 9 , , , r 

to Ravenna, earneltly mtreatmg the emperor, who had not 

fufTicient forces to withitand him, not to fuffer that ftately 

metropolis, which for fo many ages had been revered by 

all nations as miltrefs of the world, to become a prey to 

her enemies. 

Rut the emperor continuing in his former refolution, 
Alaric purfued his march to Rome ; and approaching the 

m Soz. fib. lx. cap. 7. p. SoS, &09. Zof. 3z2— 8*4 . 

city, 
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city, acquainted the inhabitants with the emperor's invin- 
cible obltinacy, inviting them, at the fame time, to confult 
their own fafety by joining him againft Honorius. This Yr. of Fl. 
propofal they rejected at firit with indignation ; but Alaric A p 5 ?' 
having, after a few days fiege, taken the caftle at the mouth u. C. 1207. 

of the Tiber, in which all the public provifions were lodged, * 

they immediately opened their gates, and received him into He befieges 
the city, which he entered, attended by a fmall guard. He R° m / » 
obliged the citizens to renounce their allegiance to Hono- 
rius, and acknowlege, not himfelf, but Attalus, then pre- ac ^ 0lw . 
feci; of the city, for emperor. Attalus was a native of i e ge$ Atta- 
Ionia, and greatly beloved by Alaric and his Goths, be- lus for tm* 
caufe he had been baptifed by Segifaiius their bifhop, con- P eror * 
fequently profefled the doctrine of Arius, though he was, 
in his heart, a Pagan, according to Philoftorgius n . Attalus, 
thus created emperor by Alaric, made him, in return, 
commander in chief of all his forces, and Ataulphus his 
comes domefticorum, diftributing the other great employ- 
ments amongft Pagans and Arians. As it was a matter of 
the utmoft importance to fecure Africa, whence Rome was 
fuppiicd with provifions, Alaric advifed the new emperor 
to fend thither a confiderable body of troops under the con- 
duct of Drumas, who was a Goth, and an officer of great 
experience and addrefs : but Attalus, contrary to the ad- 
vice of Alaric, fent Conftantine, or Conftans, a perfon en- 
tirely unacquainted with military affairs, and with him but 
a fmall number of troops, being afiured by the arufpices, 
fays Sozomen, that Africa would immediately fubmit °. 
But Conftantine was, upon his firft landing, cut off, with Th ufurp- 
' all his men, by Herachanus, who placed guards in all the * r% * tr0 °P* 
ports of Africa, that no corn might be conveyed to Rome, % e ^ e c f tn 1 ^ 
which was foon reduced to great diftrefs. in Africa! 

In the mean time Attalus, without waiting for news from 
Africa, left Rome with the fuccours he received from 
Alaric, with a defign to befiege the emperor in Ravenna ; 
•who, alarmed at his motions, difpatched Jovius, the prime 
minifter, Valens, general of the foot, Potamus, the quaeftor, 
and Julian, his firft fee retary, to wait his arrival at Rimini, 
and acquaint him, that the emperor was willing to acknow- 
lege him as his partner in the empire. But Attalus would 
only grant Honorius his life, and the liberty of retiring to 
what ifland he mould choofe for the place of his refidence 
Jovius, in a private conference with Attalus, not only ad* 
vifed him to infill upon thefe terms, but fuggefted to him, 

«•• 

n Philoft. lib. xii. cap. -3. p. 533. 0 Soz, p. Siq. p Zof. 
p. 8a 3. Phot. p. 181. 

that 
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that he ought to maim the emperor* fo as to prevent hi3 
having iflue ; which wicked fuggeftion was rejected with 
horror, if Olympiodorus is to be credited, by Attalus him- 
felf. That treacherous minifter returned to court; but be* 
ing difpatched to the ufurper with new propofals, he con- 
tinued with him. Honorius, finding himfelf betrayed by 
his friends, and in no condition to oppofe fo many enemies 
at once, refolvcd to abandon Ravenna, and retire by fea 
Honorius into the Eaft ; but was diverted from that refolution by the 
receives a feafonable arrival of four thoufand men, fent by his ne- 
jeajauablt phew Theodofius ; which encouraged him to continue at 

^iheoM™. Ravcnna > antl wait tne iffue of tne war in Africa. And 
indeed his arms were attended there with uncommon fuc- 
cefs 5 for Attalus having, after the death of Conftantine, 
fent thither a body of troops more numerous than the 
firft, Heraclianus cut them offlikewife ; and not only con- 
tinued to keep the ports blocked up, fo that no provifions 
could be conveyed to Rome, but fent a feafonable fupply 
of money to Honorius, which he immediately diftributed 
among the foldicry, and by that lavgefs re-eftablifhed his 
affairs q . In the mean time Alaric reduced all the cities of 
Liguri3 and Emilia, except Bononia, which he was ob- 
liged to abandon, after having lain a confiderable time be- 
fore it. He caufed Attalus to be proclaimed emperor, and 
obliged the people to fwear allegiance to him. 

While thefe things palTed in Italy, Geroncius, to whom 
Conftans, the fon of Conftantine, had committed the go- 
vernment of Spain, revolting upon fome difgnft, proclaim- 
ed Maxim us for emperor, whom Olympiodorus fuppofes to 
have been his fon, while other writers ftyle him his client 
or creature Orofius fpeaks of him as a perfon of a mean 
extraction, and altogether unknown. It was no fooner 
known in Gaul, that Geroncius had revolted, than the 
Vandals, Suevians, Alans, and other Barbarians, whom 
Conftantine had fuffered to remain in that province, flew 
to arms, probably at the mitigation of the new ufurper, and 
made themfelves mafters of feveral cities^ The people, 
finding themfelves thus harrafTed by the Barbarians, and ex- 
pecting no relief either from Honorius or Conftantine, re- 
<t he Britons iblved to defend themfelves. The Britons were the firil 
tkleJttr™ W ^°» abandoning tnc empire, eftablinSed a new forni of go- 
vernment among themfelves, after having drivenf out the 
Scots or Iri(k, who had invaded their country. Thus they 
continued a free people till the year 421 , or 422, when, 



Maximus 
Jet up in 
Stain by 
Ctromcus. 



the empire > 



q Zof. p. S29. Orof. lib. vii. cap/4%. P» *34« 
Cicg. Tur. p. 63. « Phot, cap. 80. p. 1*4. 



' Soz. p. 814. 
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overpowered by their warlike neighbours the Scots, they 
were forced to implore the protection of the emperor, and 
fubmit again to the laws of the empire. All the Armo- and the 
rici, fays Zofimus, that is, in the language of the Gauls, Jrmorid. 
the maritime people, followed the example of the Britons ; 
and, making off the Roman yoke, gave rife to a new ftate 
and government, which, notwith (landing all their efforts, 
proved of (hort duration. The Barbarians, comprehending 
the Vandals, the Alans, and the Suevians, meeting with ^f^**' 
greater oppofition than they expected from the inhabitants ^j^"J t * m 
of Gaul, who had taken arms in their own defence, and un) (nU * " 
acquainted with the di ft rafted (late of Spain, refolved to Spam. 
try whether they could fettle in that country. They in- 
vaded it accordingly, and having made themfelves mailers 
of it, divided the provinces among them. 

As Heraclianus continued to keep the ports of Africa A great 
blocked up, and the lands in Italy had not been tilled for famine 
feveral years, occafioned by the wars, the Roman people r £^ e m 
were red need to feed upon cheftnuts; even human fle(h 
was publicly fold, and feveral mothers were faid to have 
devoured their children •. This calamity obliged both Ala- 
ric and Attalus to repair to Rome, in order to advife with 
the fenate about the proper means of fupplying the city. 
Moll part of the fenators advifed fending into Africa a body 
of Goths, Alaric engaging that Drumas, one of his offi- 
cers, would reduce it with five hundred men only ; but 
Attalus openly declared, that he would not by any means 
employ Goths in that war ; a declaration which fo piqued 
Alaric, who had already begun to confider Attalus not qua- 
lified for the high Ration to which he had been raifed, that ' 
be refolved to depofe him, left, by his obflinacy and impru- 
dence, he mould ruin his affairs. He was confirmed in 
this refolution by Jovius, who perfuaded him, that Atta- 
lus, fcorning to depend upon him, and to hold the empire 
upon precarious terms, was determined to take away his 
life. 

This conduct of Jovius has induced fome writers to be- 
lieve, that he maintained a private oorrefpondence with 
Honorius ; and that he abandoned him with no other view 
than to betray Attalus Be that as it may, Alaric, finding 
the new emperor unequal to fo great a charge, and pro- 
voked at his late declaration and mifconduct with refpeft 
to the affairs of Africa, fent deputies once more to Hono- 
rius, with very reafonable terms*, which the emperor 

» Socrat. lib. ix. p. 810. Zof. lib. vi. p. 830. * Philoftorg. 

p. 181. 

Vol. XIV. Bb feeming 
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Alaric dt- feeming inclined to accept, Alaric publicly dripped the 
pofes Ana- mock prince of all the enfigns of fovereignty, and fent them 
to Honorius. He would not, however, deliver up either 
Attalus, or his fon Ampelius ; but infilled upon their being 
pardoned, as their crime was owing more to him than to 
them n . Attalus being depofed, Alaric approached Raven- 
na, and flopped at a place called the Alps, about nine miles 
and at- from that city, in order to ratify the treaty of accommoda- 
umpts an tion between him and the emperor. But this peaceable face 
axcommo- of affairs was foon changed by an unfortunate and unfore- 
dationwith f ccn accident: Sarus, the Goth, commanded a body of 
tionorttu\ t ^ Tec h ulu J re d men in Picenum, without declaring either 
for Honorius or Alaric. However, Ataulphus, who bore 
him an irreconcileable hatred, refolved to deftroy him, and 
with this view marched at the head of a llrong party againft 
him j a circumftance which obliged Sarus to declare for Ho- 
norius, and retire to Ravenna. Olympiodorus writes, that 
Alaric was fo incenfed at the kind reception Sarus expe- 
rienced from the emperor, that he would hearken to no 
which is terms. On the other hand, Sozomen tells us, that Sarus, 

Vrokenoff- a PP renen< * m g a P e ace would be prejudicial to him, fell un- 
ro en op , CX p ec ^ ec jjy U p Gn tne Goths, and put fome of them to the 

fword. However that be, it is certain that Alaric departed 
in a great rage from the neighbourhood of Ravenna, and 
returned to his army, encamped near Rome, as foon as 
Sarus had joined the emperor, refioring the purple, and 
other enfigns of majefty, to /Utalus ; but in a few days de- 
grading him again, as if he defigned to traduce, and expofe 
to ridicule, the imperial dignity w . Socrates relates, that 
having fhewed bim to the foldiery with all the enfigns of 
fovereignty, he cxpofed him the very next day to public 
view in the drefs of a flave x . 
Yr. of Fl. Alaric blocked up Rome on all fides, and as provifions 
Mo. were already very fcarce, reduced it in a few days to the 
A. D. 410. utmoft extremity. Some authors, and among the reft St. 
U C,iaoS ' Jerom r, write, that it held out a long time; while others 
and Rome afl * ert » Alaric reduced it writh fuch expedition, that Hono- 
ant<w be- rjU8 > when told by one of his courtiers, that Rome was 
fiegtd % loft, underftood he meant a favourite cock bearing that 
taken, and name, not being yet informed, that the city of Rome was 
plundered, y^^l *. There is Jikewife a difagreement among au- 
thors as to the manner in which it was taken. Procopius 
maintains, that Proba, an illuftrious Roman matron, pity- 

» Phot- cap- So. p. 181. Zof. lib. vi. p. 830. Soz. p. 8x0. Phil 
lib. xii. cap. 3. p. 533. w Orof. lib. vii. cap. 4.1. p. 1*4. x Socr. 
lib. vii. cap. 10. p. 346, 347. r Hier. cpift. 16. p. izi. ' * Profp- 
Bell. Vand. lib. i. cap, a. p. 180, 
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ittg the unhappy condition of the people, reduced by the 
famine that prevailed in the city to the fatal necelfity of de- 
vouring one another, opened the gates in the night to the 
enemy. Sozomen fays it was taken by treachery, without 
explaining himfelf farther*; but Orofius ufes the word 
irrumpit ; which feems to import, that the enemy took the 
city by affault. Be this as it may, that proud and haughty 
city, ftyled the metropolis of the univerfe, after having 
triumphed over fo many nations, and extended her domi- 
nion from one end of the known world to the other, was, 
on the twenty-fourth of Auguft of the prefent year 410, 
taken by a Barbarian, who had not a foot of land which he 
could properly call his own. As (he had, for the fpace of 
one thoufand one hundred and fixty-three years, pillaged 
the reft of the world, and enriched herfelf with the fpoils 
of the plundered nations, (he underwent, in the end, the 
fame fate, and fuffered, in her turn, the fame calamities 
which lhe had brought upon others. 

Alaric, addrefling his foldiers, told them, that all the f art f. ofm 
wealth lodged in the city was their's, and therefore he gave 
them full liberty to feize it 5 but at the fame time he drift- fp art tht 
ly commanded them to (hed the blood of none but fuch as Uya of tht 
they (hould find in arms ; and, above all, to fpare thofe dtiztns % 
who (hould take fanftuary in the holy places, especially in 'jP eciall y 
the churches of the apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, which jfo u t*fy 
he named becaufe they were mod fpacious, and confe- to the 
quently capable of affording an afylum to great numbers churckts. 
of people. Having given thefe orders, he abandoned the 
city to his Goths, who treated it no better, according to 
St. Jerom, than the Greeks are faid co have treated ancient 
Troy c ; for after having plundered it for the fpace of three, 
or, as others affirm, or fix days, they fet fire to it in 
feveral places ; fo that the (lately palace of Salluft, and 
many other magnificent buildings, were reduced to a(hes : 
Procopius writes, that there was not in the whole city 
one houfe left entire d ; and both St. Jerom and Philo- 
florgius e , that the great metropolis of the empire was re- 
duced to a heap of ruins. Though many of the Goths, 
purfuant to the orders of their general, refrained from kill- t 
ing thofe who made no refi (lance, yet others, more cruel 
and blood-thirfty, maffacied all they met; fo that the 
ftreets in fome quarters of the city were foon covered with 
heaps of dead bodie , and fwimming in blood f . However, 

« Soz lib. ix. cap. 9. p. 811. * Orof. p. 2*1* c Hier. 

cpift. 16. p in, * Procop. p. 179. e Pbiloft. p. 534. 

f Idem, ibid* 
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not the lead injury was offered to thofe who had fled fo 
the churches 5 and the Goths themfelves conveyed thither, 
as to places of fafety, fuch a3 they were defirous (hould be 
fparcd *. Many of the ftatues of the gods, which had 
been left entire by the emperors as excellent pieces of art, 
were on this occafion deftroyed, either by the Goths, who, 
though moftly Arians, were zealous Chriftians, or by a 
dreadful ftorm of thunder and lightning, which fell at the 
fame time upon the city. The Pagans afcribed the calami- 
ties which Rome fuffered, to its having banifhed the gods, 
by whom it had often been protected againft much more 
powerful enemies. Thefc calumnies St. Auflin confuted 
in his 8 1 ft, 105th, and 106th fermons, in another intituled, 
Of the Deftru&ion of the City of Rome b , and in his great 
work Dc Civitate Dei, wherein he (hews, that Rome had 
fufFered greater afflictions before it embraced the true 
faith, and that it was prcferved by the Chriftian religion 
from total deftru&ion *. 



CHAP. LXIV. 

The Hijlory of the Eaflern and Weflern tLmpire, 
from the taking of the City by the Goths, to 
the Death of Theodofius IL 

Alariere- ALARIC having remained, according to fome, fix, 
tires, with according to others, only three days in Rome, retired 
the nvtalth into Campania, carrying with him immenfe wealth, and a 
9 intoCam £ reat numDer °f captives *, among whom was Placidia, the 
fania fifter of Honorius, whom he treated with all the refpeft 
due to her rank and fex. After he had ravaged Campania, 
Lucania, Samnium, Apulia, Calabria, and the country of 
the Brutii, he approached the ftraits of Sicily, with a defign 
to viGt that ifland, and afterwards Africa, which he intend- 
ed to r/educe ; but the fleet he had prepared for that pur- 
pofe having fuffered great damage in a ftorm, he continued 
in the neighbourhood of Rhegium, deliberating- what far- 
ther meafures he (hould take ; but before he came to any 
refolution, he was fuddenly feized with' ficknefs, which 

f HIer. & S07. ibid. * Aug, Serm. p* 546. & Rom. Excid. 

p. 330* 4 Idtm. de Civ. Dei. 

carried 
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carried him off in a few days k . The Goths were deeply Hi digs in 
concerned for the death of their monarch ; fearing the the nei^h- 
Romans mould offer fome indignity to his bones, they turn- bomrhood of 
ed the courfe of the Bufento near Cofenza, in the Farther 
Calabria ; and having buried him, with many rich fpoils 
brought from Rome, in the bed of the river, they reftored 
the waters to their natural current, and killed all the flaves 
they had employed in the work. Having taken this pre- 
caution, they raifed to the throne Ataulphus, brother-in- jt fau ;p^ ut 
law to the deceafed prince, who had married his fifter. chofen king 
Jornandcs writes, that he returned to Rome, and pillaged '* 
that city a fecond time. But of this fecond deftruclion of room% 
Rome no mention is made by any of the writers who flou- 
riflied at that rime. 

While the Barbarians were ravaging Italy on one fide, Conflantint 
Conftantine, leaving Gaul, entered it on the other, pre- invades 4 
tending that he was marching to the afliftance of Hono- ltal y\ 
rius, though his real defign was to ftrip him of the few 
provinces that remained under his dominion. With this 
view he advanced as far as Verona ; but while he was pre- 
paring to pafs the Po, in order to march to Ravenna, and 
confer with the emperor about the moil proper meafures 
to be taken in the prefent juncture, he received news of 
the unhappy, but deferved end of Alabicus or Allobicus, 
one of Honorius's generals, whom that prince had caufed 
to be executed, upon a well-grounded fufpicion of his pri- 
vately correfponding with the ufurper 1 . This cataftrophe but repejfes 
Conftantine no fooner underftood, than he repafled the tfl f Aips ,tt 
Alps, and retired to Aries, where he found his fon Con- * re V l,a J le% 

ft r , . ^ c o • u x> l r> • and retires 

ans driven out ot opain by the Barbarians. Lieroncius, t0 j r / ej , 

who had joined them againft him, purfued him into Gaul ; 

a circumftance which obliged Conftantine to fend Edobicus, 

one of his generals, to procure fupplies among the Franks 

and Germans, and commit the guard of Vienne, and the 

other cities on the Rhone, to his fon Conftans. But Ge- c»n(la>,s 

roncius, mean time, inverting Vienne, took the place} taken and 

and having put Conftans, whom he found in it, to death, Pj^J* b 

advanced without oppofition to Aries, and clofely befieged J^^f,, 

Conftantine himfclf*. While the Weftern empire was w /nb<- 

thus involved in calamities, the provinces in the Eaft en- Jieges Con- 

joyed profound peace, under the wife admin iftration of in 

* Orof. lib. ii. cap. ig. p. 164. Socrat. lib. vii. cap. 10. p. 34.7. 
Philoft.1rb.xii. cap. 3. p. 543. Aug. Civ Dei, lib. i. cap. 10. p. 8. 
Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 30. p. 653. 1 .*oz. lib. ix. cap. ix. p. 814. 
Phot. cap. fco. p. 181. Zof. lib. v. p. 821. » Soz. lib. ix. 

cap. ut. p. 814. Phot, p. 184. Orof. p. *24' 
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Anthemius ; fo that nothing remarkable happened there, ex- 
cept the difgrace of Andronicus, governor of the Pentapolis, 
who, for his tyrannical extortions, was firft excommuni- 
cated by Synefius, bifhop of Ptolemais, the metropolis of 
that province, and afterwards removed by Anthemius from 
his government \ 
Conftantius \ n the following year, 4x1, Honorius fent Conftantius, 
CwUn* an on ^ ccr °^ 8 rcat cxpeiience and addrefs, inviolably at- 
tmt. " tached to the intereft of his prince, into Gaul, with what 
troops he could fpare, to oppofe Conftantine, whom, after 
his entering Italy, the emperor no longer confidered as his 
partner in the empire, but as a public enemy. Conftantius 
was not by birth a Barbarian, but a Roman ; that is, he 
was born a fubject of the empire, according to Olympio- 
dorus, in the city of Panaifa in Illyricum. Valefius fup- 
pofes, upon what authority we know not, that he was a 
native of Naiffus in Dacia, the birth-place of Conftantine 
Ku cha- the Great 0 . He was a man of extraordinary parts, well- 
raQer. fliaped in his perfon, agreeable in his converfation, frank, 
generous, an enemy to all diflimulation and reftraint, dif- 
interefted, brave, and equally capable of commanding an 
army and governing the ftate. He was no fooner named 
for this expedition, than he departed, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, for Gaul, where he was joined, upon his 
firft arrival, by moil of the troops of Geroncius, then em- 
ployed in reducing the city of Aries, in which was Con- 
ftantine himfelf, as we have related above. 
Ctroncius Geroncius, finding himfelf abandoned by his men, raifed 
raifes the the fiege, and fled into Spain, where the few foldiers who 
j attended him, provoked at his unfeafonable feverity, at- 
%es'tnte tacked mm in the houfe where he was lodged ; which he 
Spain : defended, though aflifled only by one friend, and a few 
flaves, with great refolution and intrepidity, killing three 
hundred of the aflailants At length the flaves, confut- 
ing their own fafety, made their efcape ; Geroncius might 
have made his efcape alfo, had he been able to prevail 
upon himfelf to forfake his wife, whom he tenderly loved. 
Being overpowered, and cut oflFfrom every refource, he re* 
folved to lay violent hands on himfelf. His wife Nonni- 
chia, apprifed of this refolution, earneftly intieated him to 
put her to death rather than fuffer her to fall into the hands 
where he of the incenfed foldiery. Moved with her tears, he firft 
lop violent (Jifpatched her, then his friend, and laftly himfelf p. Maxi- 
handj oh mus, whom Geroncius had declared emperor, was fecujed 



httnfelf. 



» SyneC cap. 74.. p. 1*0. 0 Val. Rcr. Franc, lib, iii. a. 107. 

P Orof. p. 324. Soz. p. 815* Phot. p. 185. 

and 
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and brought to Conftantius, who (tripped him of the en- Maximus 
figns of majefty, but fpared his life,* as an inofFenfive per- taken, but 
fori, and incapable of giving the lead umbrage. his life 

Conftantius purfued the fiege of Aries, which Geroncius JP arc< *' 
had begun. Conftantine, who was in the place with his 
fecond fon, Julian, defended the city four months, in ex- 
pectation of the fuccours which Edobicus was fent to pro- 
cure amongft the Franks, and other German nations. Edo- 
bicus arrived at length, at the head of an army much more 
numerous than that of Conftantius; which fo terrified the 
emperor's generals, that they thought of abandoning the 
fiege, and retiring to Italy. But their retreat being cut off 
by the enemy, they were forced to rifk a battle. Ulphilas, The Gtr- 
therefore, who commanded under Conftantius, parting the com - 
Rhone with a ftrong detachment of foot, concealed himfelf '^ZJ c / 0 f 
among the woods, till the enemy parted, and were ready coijian- 
to engage Conftantius ; when, falling fuddenly upon their tine.de* 
rear, while Conftantius charged them in front, they were ftMeeU 
immediately routed. Edobicus fled to the houfe of a 
Gaulilh lord, named Ecdices, who, notwithftanding the 
many favours he had received at his hands, flruck off his 
head, and carried it to Conftantius, who ordered the 
traitor to depart the camp that inftant, left his prefence 
fhould draw down from heaven fome misfortune upon the 
whole army Conftantius returned to Aries, which ftill 
held out with great obftinacy, till news were brought to the 
Roman camp, that Jovinus, having ufurped the imperial 
title in Farther Gaul, was advancing in full march to Aries, 
at the head of a formidable army, confuting of Alemans, 
Franks, Burgundians, and Alans, with a defign to fall on 
the emperor's army. Upon, this intelligence Conftantius 
complied with the terms which had been propofed before 
by the befieged, but rejected by him ; importing, that he 
ftiould grant a general indemnity, and promife, upon oath, 
that the lives of Conftantine and Julian Ihould be fpared. 
In confequence of this capitulation the gates were opened, 
and the victorious army was received into the town. Con- Aries fur- 
ftantinehad fome time before diverted himfelf of the pur- rendered t9 
pie, and, taking fanftuary in a church, caufed himfelf to c ™fl* n ~ 
be ordained prieft, thinking that character would protect Uuu 
him from the emperor's juft refentment. Conftantius, ne- 
verthelefs, caufed both him and his fon to be fecured, and 
fent into Italy, where they were, by the emperor's orders, Conflanthtt 
beheaded about thirty miles from Ravenna. Honorius ffto'J** 

* beheaded. 

9 * 

q Greg. Tur. Hift. Franc, lib. ii. cap. 9. p. 65. So*, lib. ix. cap. 
np.815. 
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would not grant them their lives, becaufe they had aiTaffi- 
nated his two coufins Didymius and Verinianus ; but as 
they had been promifed indemnity by his lieutenant, the 
Chriftian as well as the Pagan writers condemn this a&ion 
^ovinus as a breach °f faith unworthy of a prince. About the fame 
caufeshim- time that Conflantine diverted himfelf of the purple, Jo* 
ftlf to kg vinus, or, as he is Ityled by Sozomen and Philoftorgius, 
proclaimed Jovianus, a flu me d it at Mundiacum, fays Olympiodorus r » 
tmperor, w kich fome take to be Mentz* He was descended from 
one of the mod illuftrious families in Gaul, and is faid to 
have caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor at the infti- 
gation of Gear, king of the Alans, and Guntarius, or Gon- 
dicarias, prince of the Burgundians '. It appears from his 
medals that he reduced Treves 1 ; but his reign was (hoit, 
as will foon appear. In the Eaft the tranquility which 
the people had long enjoyed* was difturbed this year 
by the Aufurians, a Moorilh nation, who, breaking into 
the Pentapolis, ravaged that province $ but were foon driven 
out by Anyfius, who had fucceedcd Andronicus in that 
government. The Saracens likewife committed great dis- 
orders on the frontiers of Egypt, Paleftine, Phoenicia, and 
Syria. 

Yr. of Fl. The following year, 412, when Honorius was conful the 
*86», ninth time, and Thcodofius the fifth, the Goths at length 
u'c'imo ^ a ' v ' c 'ther m virtue of a treaty between Honorius and 
* Ataulphus their new king, as Jornandes feems to fuppofe u , 

The Gotht ° r becaufe they had already exhaufted that country of its 
Ua<vt wealth. However that be, quitting Italy, they broke into 
Italy, and Gaul, ravaging the countries through which they palled. 

Caul lnt ° ^P on tne * r arr » va l in tnat province, Attaius, whom Ataul- 
,u. ^ us ^ brought thither, advifed the Goth to join Jovinus 
againft Honorius, and divide Gaul between them. Ataul- 
phus and Jovinus met upon that propofal ; but all we know 
of their interview is, that Jovinus was difpleafed to fee 
Ataulphus and his Goths in Gaul Sarus, whom we 
have often mentioned, having about this time revolted from 
Honorius, becaufe he refufed to punifti the authors of the 
murder of one of his officers, named Bellerid, was going 
into Gaul, to offer his fervice to Jovinus ; which defign 
coming to the ears of Ataulphus, his implacable enemy, 
he went to meet him, at the head of a thoufand men. Sa» 
jus, though attended only by twenty perfons, defended 
himfelf with fuch refolution, that it was with the utmoft 

» Phot. cap. 8e. • Soz. p. 816, 817, Orof. p. 114. « SyneC 
Ctiaft. p. 199. & ep. 7^ p- »»?» »*4- 0 Jorn. Rer. Goth, cap. 

It. p. 65 j. w Orol: p, 324, Phot, p. 184, 

difficulty 
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difficulty he was taken alive, after having killed with his Sams 
own hand great numbers of the enemy. Ataulphus caufed taken P r '* m 
him foon after to be put to death ; an execution which, as 
he was a brave and experienced officer, created a mifunder- an j p ut // 
{landing between Jovinus and Ataulphus. Jovinus foon death, 
after took his brother Sebaitian for his partner in the em- 
pire, contrary to the opinion of Ataulphus, who was fo pro* 
voked at his promotion, that he privately difpatched de- 
puties to Honorius, offering to reftorc his fitter Placidia, 
and to fend him the heads of the two ufurpers, provided he 
would fupply his men with a certain quantity of corn. 

The emperor having readily complied with his demand, 
Ataulphus foon found an opportunity of difpatching Se- 
bailian; but Jovinus, upon the news of hi6 death, fled to 
Valence, where he was ciofely befieged, and, in the end, yo*vi»ut 
forced to fubmit to Ataulphus, who delivered him to Dar- it taken, 
danus, prefect of Gaul, by whofe order he was (lain at Nar- a " dp " 1 19 
bonne. Idatius afcribes the defeat of the two ufurpers to 
the generals of Honorius, who had perhaps joined Ataul- 
phus. Dardanus, at this time prefect of Gaul, is highly 
commended by St. Jerom and St. Auftin, who wrote fe- 
veral letters to him ; but Apollinaris Sidonius, who is like- 
wife honoured with the title of Saint, paints him as a per- 
fon of a mod infamous character, in whom centered all the 
vices of the three ufurpers, Conllantine, Jovinus, and Ge- 
roncius 

The next confuls were Lucius and Heraclianus : but the Herad/a- 
name of the latter was erafed out of the fafti ; for he re- *«' revolts 
volted this year from Honorius, and caufing himfelf to be '* 4f™*+ 
proclaimed emperor in Africa, which he had with fo much 
bravery defended again ft At talus, he equipped a fleet which 
is faid to have been more numerous than thofe of Xerxes, 
©f Alexander, or any other monarch mentioned in hiftory *. 
With this formidable armada, he failed from Africa, and, 
landing in Italy, marched to Rome, which his approach i a „jj ;„ 
threw into the utmoft confirmation; but count Marinus Italy \ but x 
marching out to meet him, at the head of all the troops he Jftsud tvitk 
could afiemble, the ufurper, feized with a fudden panic, a f u ^ en 
fhamefully fled, and, haftening on board one of his veflels, ^ur'ru to^" 
returned alone to Carthage. Upon his flight, his men im- Africa^ 
mediately fubmitted» and were pardoned by Honorius, who 
foon after publifhed a law, and addrefled to the people of 
Africa, wherein he declared Heraclianus a public enemy, 
and impowered every one to apprehend, and put him to 
death. He was, foon after his return to Carthage, difco- 

y Sid. lib. v. ep, 9. p. 139, * Orof. p. 124. 
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where fie vcre ^ by fome foldiers in an ancient temple, and by them 
iidijcover- immediately difpatched'. At this period, the Franks pil- 
td, end cut laged Gaul, fet fire to the city of Treves, and laid wafte 
in pieces, (he neighbouring country 6 . The Burgundians, who had 
entered Gaul in 407 with the Vandals and Alans, fubdued 
the country now known by the name of Alface or Alfatia. 
Conftantius, who had reduced the red of Gaul after the 
death of the two ufurpers Conftantine and Jovinus, 
marched again ft them ; but they demanding leave to fettle in 
Gaul, as friends and allies of the Roman people, the Roman 
<The Bur- general, not venturing to drive them to defpair, perfuaded 
gundians t ^ c cm peror to grant them part of the country which they 
fettle ia " n *d conc l ucrc d e# Ataulphus had promifed to reftore to 
Gaul. Honorius his lifter Flacidia, taken prifoner in Rome, but 
treated by him, as (he had been by Alaric, with the utmoft 
refpeft. Conftantius, hoping the emperor would give her 
to him in marriage, was continually prefling Ataulphus to 
comply with this article ; but, as Honorius had not yet 
fent the corn he had promifed the Goths, Ataulphus, who 
defired to marry Placidia himfelf, refufed to part with her, 
till the emperor had executed the treaty, which he was not 
at that time in a condition to perform : however, the Ro- 
mans ftipulated to fend the corn as foon as Placidia was re- 
ftored ; and Ataulphus to reftore Placidia as foon as the 
corn was fent d . 

After matters bad continued for fome time in this fitua- 
tion, Ataulphus, at laft, thinking himfelf deluded by the 
Ataulphus Romans, renewed hoftilities ; and having reduced the cities 
makes htm- c Narbonne and To'uloufe, advanced as far as Marfeilles, 
9} Nar- but met there w * tn ^ ucn vigorous refiftance from count Bo- 
bonne and nifacius, that he was forced to abandon the enterprize, and 
Vouloufe, retire, after having loft great numbers of his men, and been 
himfelf wounded. From Marfeilles he directed his march 
to Bourdeaux, where he was received as a friend e . In the 
Eaft, Lucius, a Pagan, who commanded the troops attend- 
ing the court, provoked at the zeal of Theodofius in extir- 
pating idolatry, refolved to fave it from utter ruin by aflaf- 
Lucius at- finating his prince. With this defign he went to the pa- 
ttmpts the lace, and was thrice upon the point of drawing his fword •, 
£a ^ ut >s faid to have been deterred from executing his wicked 

eo -Jims. p Ur p 0 f e by a woman Q f an extraordinary ftature, and 

threatening afpeel, who, as often as he put his hand to his 
fword, appeared to him, holding the emperor in her 

» Idat. Chron. b Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. 9. p. 63. « Orof. 
cap. 43. p. 124. Val. p. 136. Buch. de Belg. p. 440. Coint. Artnal, 
Ecc cf. Fran. ann. 407. * Phot. ca^. 80. p. 185. e Ruth, 

lib.i. p, 137. Phot. p. 185. Hier. cp. xi. p. 93. 
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arms(D). This year the city of Conftantinople wasfurround- Confronts. 
cd with the walls which Socrates ftyles the Creat Walls f . mple fur- 
Thofe which had been built by Conftatuine the Great were rounded 
pulled down, and this new work, twenty miles in circuit, ' wnh nt '^ 
was completed in two months But this fa& we can. ^ 
hardly believe upon the authority of Nicephorus. It was 
called the New Wall, and the Wall of Theodofius\ The 
emperor publiftied, at this juncture, feveral laws againft the 
Re-baptizers, the Eunomians, the Sabbatians, and the Pro- 
topafchites, who, in the celebration of Eafter, differed from 
the church as to the day, and therefore ftyled themfelves 
Protopafchites, as if they followed the primitive practice 
and inflitution. 

The next confuls were Conftantius and Condans, both 
generals, the former in the Weft, and the latter in the Eaft. 
The negotiations between Honorius and Ataulphus, inter- 
rupted by the taking of Narbonne and Touloufe, were 
now refumed. But the more the Goth was prefled by Con- 
ftantius to reftore Placidia, the higher he raifed his de- 
mands, that the emperor refufing to comply with them, he 
might have a more plaufible excufe for detaining her. In 
the end, by means of Candidianus, he prevailed upon her Atatslph 
to marry him •, and the nuptials were celebrated at Nar- marries 
bonne, in the month of January of the year 414, with the Placidia* 
utmoft pomp and folemnity. Placidia appeared on that 
occafion fitting on a bed of ftate, and Ataulphus in the 
Roman drefs. lie yielded to the royal bride the mod ho- 
nourable place, and prefented her with fifty bafins filled 
with pieces of gold, and fifty with jewels ancj precious 
{tones of ineflimable value, part of the fpoils of Rome. At- 
talus aflifted at the ceremony, and fung the epithalamium, 
or nuptial fong 1 ; a degrading function for one who had 
been veiled with the imperial dignity ! Honorius did not, 
it appears, confent to this marriage; for foon after Ataul- fi t obliges 
phus obliged Attalus to refume the purple, and caufed him Attains to 

to be acknowleged emperor by his Goths. However, he refume the 

617 purple. 

f Soc. Jib. vji.cap. 1. p. 334. KGiceph.lib xtv. cap. 1. p. 438. 

fc Cange dc Conit. p. 38—40. 4 Olymp. apud Phot. p. 188. 
Idat. Chron. 

(D) Such is the account of not to be queftioned, fince re- 

Damafcus, a Pagan writer, who lated by a Pagan writer ( 1 ) : but 

flourifhed about the end of it is not, however remarkable, 

the prefent century. Photius, taken notice of by any other 

who copied it from him, calls hillorian. 
it a molt remarkable event, and 

(1) Phot. cap. *4*. p. IQ71. 

wiftied 
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wilhed for nothing fo much as to conclude a Jafting peace 
with Honorius ; and elevated Attalus anew with no other 
defign than to intimidate the emperor, and oblige him to 
grant him, and his Goths, more favourable terms k . But 
Conftantius, and his party at court, defeated all the mea- 
fures taken by Ataulphus and Placidia to bring about an 
iWedto accommodation: they would not funxr the emperor to 
quit Gaul, hearken to any overtures, however reafonable ; fo that the 
and retire war being renewed, Ataulphus was finally obliged to quit 
into Spain, Gaul, and retire into Spain. 

Pulcheria During thefe tranfa&ions in the Weft, Pulcheria, fifter 
is declared t0 tne emperor Theodofius, being declared Augufta in the 
^nTtates ^'aft, on account of her extraordinary wifdom and piety, af- 
tpt* °htr fumed the adminiftratiort, Anthemius thinking her better 
the admu qualified for it than himfelf, though (he had juft then en- 
nifirathn tered only the fifteenth year of her age, and was but two 
titheEafl* years older than the emperor. As (he was endowed with 
extraordinary parts, and eminent for piety, her adminiftra- 
tion proved equally advantageous to the flate and the 
church. Theodofius II. excelled, perhaps, in piety and re- 
ligion, even his grandfather Theodofius the Great, which 
all authors agree to have been owing to the uncommon care 
Pulcheria took in infpiring him with thofc religious maxims, 
by which (he ruled her own aclions In the very begin- 
ning of her adminiftration, flie perfuaded the young prince 
to (lifmifs the eunuch Antiochus, of whom hereafter, and 
to remit whatever was due to the treafury from the year 
368 to 407™. 

In the following year, when Honorius was conful the 
tenth time, and Theodofius the fixth, Theodofius the fon 
of Ataulphus and Placidia died in Spain, whither his father 
had retired with his Goths ; and was buried in a filver 
coffin near Barcelona, in a place of prayer, fays Olympio- 
Yr. of Fl. dorus n , that is, in a church. Ataulphus himfelf did not long 
4*64. furvive him ; for he was kilted this very year at Barcelona, 

U Ci m t ^ ie mon °^ Auguft or September. He was ftabbed in 
*' his ftable by one of his own countrymen and domeftics, 
jtaulphus n amec l Dobbius, whofe former mafter, a leading man 
vturdered among the Goths, Ataulphus had murdered feveraT years 
in spam, before. Jornandes fuppofes him to have waged war with 
the Vandals in Spain, and to have been killed three years 
after he had reduced that country by Vernulphus, whofe 
former mafter Ataulphus had murdered 9 . Ataulphus, when 
dying, charged his brother, not named by our hiitorian, to 

k Olymp. apud. Phot. p. 184.. 1 S02. p. 800. m Thcoph p. 70. 
" Olymp. apud phot. p. %%. • Jorn, Rer. Goth. cap. 31. p. 655. 

reflore 
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reftore Placidia to the Romans, and to live in friendmip 
with them p. But the Goths, inftead of his brother, chofe He u foe 
for their king Sigeric, the brother ofSarus, who immedi- ceededby 
ately ordered the fix children that Ataulphus had by a former Sigtric, 
wife, to be inhumanly murdered, revenging, by that piece ^°jj au { f f 
of cruelty, the death of his brother He even obliged PJa- dren * t £ b ~ 
cidia to walk with other captives twelve miles before his murdered, 
chariot. But he was aflaftinated by his own people the fe- andismur- 
venth day after his election, and Vallia chofen in his room, der ' d hlmm 
after he had caufed all thofe to be murdered who flood in Pam 
competition with him for the crown. This year Theodo- gans ex ~ m 
fius, by a law dated the feventh of December, excluded eluded 
the Pagans from all employments both civil and military r . f rom all 
By another law, dated the nineteenth of Oclober, he de- ^fjf^"^ 0f ^ 
pofed Gamaliel, patriarch of the Jews, for having abufed ti^iland 
his authority. Gamaliel is fuppofedto be the Iaft patriarch military, 
of that nation, which was henceforth governed by primates 
chofen by the councils of the provinces, whereas the patri- 
archal dignity was hereditary. 

Theodo fius leaving Conftantinople for the firft time, re- 
tired to Eudoxiopolis, called formerly Selymbria, on the fea- 
coaft between Conftantinople and Heraclea, and continued 
partly there, partly at Heraclea, till the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember The following year, 417, when Honorius was 
conful the eleventh time, and Conftantius the fecond, the 
emperor, to reward the fervices of that brave general, gave 
him in marriage his filler Placidia, an honour to which he pi a ^;ji a 
had been long afpiring. Placidia could not be prevailed married t* 
upon to give her confent ; but the emperor feizing her Confian- 
hand, gaye it in fpight of her to Conftantius r . They were tius * 
married on the firft of January, when Conftantius entered 
upon his fecond confulihip. A few months after Honorius, 
leaving Ravenna, repaired to Rome, which he entered in 
triumph, caufing Attalus, brought for that purpofe from 
Li pari, to walk before his chariot. When the triumph 
was over, Attalus was remanded to the place of his exile, 
and Honorius returned foon after to Ravenna u . In the Eaft 
nothing remarkable happened befides an earthquake, which 
overturned feveral houfes at Conftantinople, and the city 
of Cybyra in Phrygia w . 

Honorius being conful the twelfth time, and TheodoGus 
the eighth, Vallia died, leaving behind him one daughter, 
married to a Suevian, by whom Ihe had Ricimer, who 

p Olymp.apud Phot. p. 188. * Orof. p. 214. Soz. lib. ix. cap 9. 
p. 8 1 1. 'Cod. Theod. lib. xvi. tit. 10. leg. a 1. p. 193 ■ S>ocr. 

lib. vii. cap. 36. p. 381. t Olymp. p. 19a, « Cod. Theod. 

Chron. p. 164. «r Chron Alex. p. 7 it. 
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Fallia. completed the ruin of the Weftern empire. The deceafed 
kwg ef the prince was fucceeded by Theodoric, called by fome Theo- 
G9ths,tiies% dorus, and by others TJieodorides *. In the Eaft Plintha, 
*ted"/l!v 3 Goth, revolted, but was defeated in Palcftine * 5 which 
T&eliefic. 15 a ^ we know of this war. Plintha, notwithftanding his 
defeat, muft have concluded an advantageous peace with 
Theodofius ; for he was raifed the following year to the 
confular dignity, and preferred to the poll of general of 
the Roman horfe and foot, in which he acquitted himfelf 
with great reputation and fidelity *. In the confuUhip he 
had Monaxius for his colleague, another of TheodofiWs 
officers *, fo that both confuls were, in 419, fubje£b of the 
Eaftern empire, as they had been in 417, of the Weftern. 
Of the two confuls one was, genei ally fpeaking, chofen in 
the Eaft, the other in the ,Weft j and he named the firft, 
who was firft in rank ; if they were equal, each named in 
the firft place his own conful. 
Yr. of Fl. On the fecond or third of July Placidia was delivered at 
»S6g. Ravenna of a fon, who was named Valentinian, and fuc- 
cee ^ c d Honorius in the empire. Nothing happened this 
lal * year in the Eaft which hiftorians have thought worthy of 
Valentinian recording, except an attempt upon the life of Aetius, pre- 
lij. tern* fect of Conftanttnople, who was attacked by an afTaiTin, 
named Ceryachus, as he was returning from the great 
church *. \Ve are not told what gave occafion to this at- 
tempt, nor what became of the aflaflm. By a law dated 
the twenty-fourth of September, Theodofius declared thofe 
guilty of death who fliould teach the Barbarians the art of 
building (hips, to which they were yet ftrangers b . 

In the following year, when Theodofius was conful the 
ninth time, with Conftantius the third, the army mutinied 
in the Eaft, and murdered their general Maximinus, as we 
find in the chronicle of Marccllinus; but of this mutiny no 
mention is made by any other writer. 
Yr. of Fl. In the Weft nothing remarkable happened this year; 

**7i' but under the following confuls, Agricola and Euftatius, 
U C^ii"* em P eror Honorius, on the eighth of February, raifed 
' Conftantius to the imperial dignity, declared him his col- 
Conjlantius league, and gave the tirle of Augufta to his wife Placidia c . 
is ra>feJ to The images of Conftantius and Placidia were fent to Con- 
M/ empire, ftantinople, with the news of their promotion ; but Theo- 
dofius refufed, for what reafon we Know not, to acknow- 
lege them j a refufal which would have kindled a war be- 

* Jorn. p. 659. Olymp. p 193. y Philoft. lib. xii. cap. I. p. 

166. z Socr. lib. v. cap. 23. p. 292. a Cbron. Alex. p. 710. 

t> Cod. Theod. lib. ii. tit. 40. leg. 24. p. 311. c Theopb. p. 72. 

Olymp. p. 192, Mar. Cbron. 
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tween the two empires, had not Conftantius died fooa 
after, having reigned feven months, a few days excepted. 
He was buried at Ravenna, where he died of a pleurify, in a 
maufoleum built by his widow Placidia, near the church of 
»St. Vitalis H . The emperor Theodofius married Eudocia Theodofiu* 
on the feventh of June, on which occafion there were great marries 
rejoicings at Conftantinople. Eudocia was the daughter of 
an Athenian philofopher, named Heraclitus, upon whofe 
death her two brothers, Gefiusand Aurelianus, defrauding 
her of her {hare of her father's eftate, ihe went to Conftan- 
tinople to implore the protection of Pulcheria. As lhe 
had been inftrudted by her father with extraordinary care 
in fcveral languages, and in every branch of literature, and 
was befides remarkable for her beauty and engaging beha- 
viour, Pulcheria, after feveral conferences, began to think 
her a proper match for her brother Theodofius, whom ac- 
cordingly (he perfuaded to marry. So (he is reprefented by 
the modern Greeks; but the ancient writers tell us, that Her birth 
(he was the daughter, not of the philofopher Heraclitus, education] 
but of Leon ti us, an Athenian fophift, or profeflbr of elo- Gto 
quence at Athens e . Before the nuptials were celebrated, 
Theodofius caufed her to be baptized by Atticus, bifliop of 
Conftantinople, who changed the name of Athenais, which 
(he bore before, into that of Eudocia f (F). The two bro- 
thers of Eudocia,. informed of her good fortune, and con- 
fcious to themfelves of their behaviour towards her, ab- 
fconded ; but (lie, inftead of refenting the injury, invited 
them both to court, and raifed them to great preferments *. 

* Philoft. lib. xii. cap. i*. p. 537. e Socr. lib. vii. p. 360. 

f Evag. lib. i. cap. 20. p. 197. t Zonar- p. 44. Chron. Alex, 

p. 7*4. 

(F) Shecompofed a poem on found, with a poem on St. Cy- 
a victory obtained by the Ro- prian and St. Juftin, performed, 
mans over the Perfians. She without all doubt, fays that 
likevvife put into hexameter writer, by the fame hand(i). 
vcrfe the five books of Mofes, Zonaras mentions another work 
with thofe of Jofhua, of the of the fameemprefs, which he 
Judges, and of Ruth. This calls Homer's Rhapfody. It 
performance, which confided contained the hiftory of our 
of eight books, is much com- Saviour, and entirely con fitted 
mended by Photius, as is like- of verfes borrowed from Ho« 
wife the paraphrafe, which the mer. It was begun by a pa- 
fame princefs wrote in verfe trician, fays Zonaras, but com* 
upon the 'prophecies ofZecha- pleted by Eudocia (a), 
riah and Daniel, and Photius 

(i)Phot. cap. 8> p. 413—416. (*) £on. tQm. mil. p. 37* 

Cange Byx. Fam- p. ju 

The 
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War be- The peace which had long fuhfifted between the Romans 
t-ween the and Perfians, was broken, and a war kindled between the 
Perfians two empires on the following occafion. Vararanes V. who 
and the | ia( j f uccce ded his father Ifdcgerdes in the kingdom of Per- 
" r a ' fia, having, at the inftigation of the Magi, raifed a perfe- 
cution againft the Chriftians in his dominions, great num- 
bers took refuge in the Roman territories, and repaired to 
Conftantinople, where they were received with great kind- 
nefs by Atticus, bifhop of that city, and by him recom- 
mended to the emperor, who was fo far from delivering 
them up when demanded by the Perfian ambafTadors, that, 
on the contrary, he declared his refolution of defending 
them, and the religion they profefled, with the whole 
ftrengch of the empire. Some mifunderftanding had be- 
fore arifen between the two princes, the Perfian king re- 
fufing to fend back fome workmen, whom he had hired 
from the Roman territories, to dig in mines of gold, which 
he had lately difcovered. Bcfidcs the Perfians had plun- 
dered and infultcd fome Roman merchants trading to their 
country h . 

Uponthefe provocations, as Vararanes continued to per- 
fecute the Chriftians in his dominions, Theodofius declared 
war againft the Perfians ; and, without lofs of time, dis- 
patched Ardaburius, an Alan, at the head of a confiderable 
Narfes, the army, into Azazene, a Perfian province beyond the Tigris* 
Perfian which he plundered, after having gained a complete viclory 
s f rt / ra \ . over Narfes, whom the king of Perfia had fent with a nu- 
Ardabu- merous army to oppofe him. The battle was fought on the 
r'uu. third of September, and the news of the victory brought 
on the fixth of the fame month to Conftantinople, though 
feven hundred miles diftant from the borders of Perfia, by 
a famous courier of thofe times, named Pailadius 1 . Narfes, 
after this defeat, .abandoning the province of Azazene to 
the mercy of the enemy, marched with incredible expe- 
dition into Mesopotamia, with a defign to invade the 
empire on that fide, which was then deftitute of troops, 
Ardaburiut an< l unprepared for defence. But Ardaburius, aware 
befieges Ah- of his defign, obliged him to (helter himfelf within the 
fit>u, and walls of Nifibis, which place he immediately befieged. In 
the ting of fa mean tJ me the king of Perfia, having received intelli- 
Thfcdoff- £ encc °f tne defeat of his general, and the danger both he 
foiit-, and the city of Nifibis were in, aflembled all his forces, 
and entering Mesopotamia, invefted Theodofiopolis, to 
divert Ardaburius from the fiege of Nifibis. But the be- 
fieged, having Eunomius,biihop of the place, at their head, 

1 

* Socr. lib. vii. Cap. 18. p. jsj. 1 Ibid. cap. 19. p. 5571 55*» 

defended 
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defended it with fuch vigour and rcfolution, that the Per- 
il ans, after having battered it with an incredible number 
of machines for a whole month without intermiffion, were 
obliged to abandon the cnterprize and retire h . The ene* 
my were foon after reinforced with an innumerable multi- 
tude of Saracens, Under the conduit of Alamundarus, A 
renowned warrior, who, to raife the drooping fpirits of the ' 
Per Can monarch, boafted, that in a ihort time he would 
deliver into his hands, not only the Romans who befieged 
Nifibis, but Antioch itfelf, the metropolis of Syria. But but art 
not long after, his men, being feized with a panic, and bothfelztd 
pot knowing whither to fly, threw themfelves Intel the Eu- w . ttfl a f"' 
phrates, where a hundred thoufand are faid to have perifti- JJJ^ r# " 
ed. The Romans, feized at the fame time with the like 
' fear, upon a falfe report that the king of Perfia Was ad- 
vancing to the relief of Nifibis with a great number of ele- 
phants, burnt all their machines, raifed the fiege, and re- 
tired in the utmolt confufion into the Roman dominions K 

During the following year the war was purfued with un- Vr. of Fl. 
common fuccefs againft the Perfians. From Socrates, who 1871. 
only (lightly touches on the military preparations, as fo- {VP: 4144 
reign to his principal purpofe, it appears, that Ariobindus* 



of the Roman generals, Jcilled in fingle combat a Per- ^ e & 9m 
fian famed for his valour % that Ardaburius put to the mans gain 
fwordfeven Perfian Commanders, furprifed in an ambufcade % g>«** *<*- 
and that Avitianus cut in pieces the few Saracens who ^^^S." 
had efcaped being drowned in the Euphrates m . Notwith- ^fianu 
ftanding thefe advantages, Theodofius, imagining the Per- 
fians, thus weakened and difliearterted, would hearken to 
an accommodation, and ceafe froni perfecuting the Chrif- 
tians, in whofe defence he had taken arms, offered Vara- 
ranes very reafonable propofals ; which the Perfian would 
have accepted with joy, had he not been diverted from it 
by the Immortals, that is, a corps of ten thoufand chofen 
men, fo called, becaufe they had never been conquered; 
This band perfuaded the king to keep the Romans in fuf- 
pence, with a defign to furprife them in the mean time. 
With this view they divided themfelves into two bodies, 
one of which lay concealed among the woods, while the 
other advanced in order to attack the enemy, and draw 
them into the ambufcade ; but Procopius, who command* 
ed a feparate body of Romans, obferving their motions from 
an eminence where he was ported, and apprifed of their 
defign, attacked them in the rear, while Ardaburius charg- 

* Theodoret. lib. v. cap. 37. p. n%. 1 Socr. lib. vii. p» 

357—360. mld?ni, cap. 18. p. 3S7* 
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ed them in the front, by which means they were furrohnd?- 
A peace ed, and to a man put to the fword. Vararanes was no 
ccHcludtd fooner informed of this calamity, than, calling for the Ro- 
the'lio* man amDa ^ ac ^ ors » ne agreed to the terms they had propofed, 
mans ana* an d concluded a peace with the empire for a hundred years y 
Ptrjians which laded, according to Evagrius, till the twelfth year 
for a hum- of the reign of Anaftafius ; that is, to the year 502 n . The 
dred years. c hj c f article of this treatv was, thai the Perfian king mould 

recall thebaniflied Chriitians, reltore them to their eftates, 

and put a (lop to the cruel perfecution he had raifed againit 

them. 

Next year a mifunderftanding arofe between Honorius^ 
and his filler Placidia, whom the emperor bad entertained* 
at court, fince the death of her huiband Conftantius, with 
fuch tendernefs and affection, as gave occafion to fomc 
very feandalous reflections. Some authors write, that the 
great fway (he bore in the adminiltration giving no fmall 
jealoufy to the other courtiers, they perfuaded the emperor, 
that fhe correfponded privately with the Goths, who.ftill 
honoured her as their queen, and betrayed all his counfels °. 
I'lacida However that be, it is certain, that the extraordinary af- 
^t'f'tte* 0 f ec ^' on ne hitherto ihewn her being changed into an 
court, and averfion no kfs extraordinary, Placidia thought it prudent 
retire into to quit the court and retire, with her fon Valentinian, and 
the Eaft her daughter Ilonoria, to Couftantinople ; where (he was 
'Ton VaUn kindly received by her nephew Theodofius, though he had 
linian. " formerly refufed to acknowlege her hull) and Conftantius for 
Yr. of Fl. emperor, and to give her the title of Augulla p. Soon after 
1873 this feparation, Honoiius died at Ravenna of a dropfy, hav- 
A. D. 4l3 . j n g re ig ne d twenty-eight years fince the death of his father 
l2>1, TheodoGus, and thirty-one fince the time he was fir ft created 
Honorius Auguftus (G). Honorius no fooner expired, than an ex- 
eties, prefs 

n Evagr. lib i. cap. 19. p. 176. Theodor. lib. v. cap. 39. p. 

»4S. Socr. cap. 21. p. 359. • Olyrop. p. 196. r Cafliod. 
Chron. 

(G) Under Honorius flou- 1 year 406 to the death of that 

rilhedOlympiodorus, who wrote prince ; but only a few pafTages 

iu Greek the hiftory of that of his work have reached our 

prince, from the year 4 07, the times, quoted by Gregory of 

thirteenth of his reign, to his Tours (1). Claudian maybe 

death. He was a native of ranked among the hiftorians who 

Thebes in Egypt, and a Pagan, have written concerning Hono- 

Renatus Protuturus Frigeridus rius ; for of him we have learnt 

wrote likewifc the hiftory of the feveral particulars of that 

reign of Honorius, from 1 the prince's reign. He was a na- 

(1) Greg, Tur Hift. Franc, lib. ii, cap. 9. p.6»— 64. 

live 
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prefs was difpatched to Theodofius with intelligence of his 
death, which that prince concealed for fome days, and, in 

the 

tive of Alexandria in Egypt, thofe of Turnus and Juvenal 
He firft applied himfdf to Greek (7) ; but none of them have 
poetry. His firit Latin poem reached our times. Flavius, 
was on the confulfhip of the laid by St. Jerom to have writ- 
two brothers Olybrius and Pro- ten a treatifeon phyfic in verfe, 
binus in 395. He was deputed is fuppoled by Voiluis to have 
by the citizens of Rome in 396, flouriflicd in the reign of Ho- 
to congratulate Honorius on bis norms, and Iikewife the author 
third confulfhip (2). He was of a comedy, ftyled Querulu9 
honoured by the Roman fe- Plauti, which is inferibed to 
rate with a ftatue, which, in one Rutilius (8). About this 
confidcration of his excellency time tiouriihed Macrobius, or, 
in poetry, was erected in the as he is ftyled at the head of his 
fquare of Trajan He was, works, Aurelius Theodofius 
as appears from his poems, an Ambrofius Macrobius ; for all 
adorer of Jupiter, and all the the perfons he introduces in his 
other Pagan gods. Orofius Saturnalia, lived under Theo- 
calls him a moil obftinate Pa- fius I. and his fon Honorius. 
gan ; but at the fame time com- His Saturnalia is a collection of 
riiends him as an excellent poet antiquities formed by him for 
(4). St. A uftin Iikewife fpeaks the inltruction of his fon, and 
of him as a perfon greatly at- fuppofed to have been uttered 
rached to the Pagan fuperfli- in a familiar con verfation among 
tion (5). Rutilius, or, as he friends, during the Saturnalia, 
is ftyled at the head of his poem, or the feafts of Saturn. Thd 
Rutilius Claudius Numatianus, perfons he introduces were the 
flouriftied in the reign of Ho- mod famous then at Rome for 
norius. He was a native of their learning and erudition. 
Touloufe, in Gaul. Rutilius Befides the Saturnalia, he wrote 
bore two of the greateft em- two books on the dream of Sci- 
ployments in the ftate, namely, pio. One of the chief perfons 
the office of magifter officiorum, introduced by Macrobius in his 
and that of prefect of Rome (6). Saturnalia, isServius, who had 
Jn his poem he declares himfelf lately begun to teach polite li- 
a Pagan, and a fworn enemy to terature at Rome* and is paint- 
the monks, efpecially to thofe ed as a a perfon of great learn* 
who lived in the iiland of Ca- ing, and at the fame time uni- 
praria or Capraia, on the coaft verfally beloved for his modefty 
of Tufcany. Lucilius wrote (9). He is introduced fpeak- 
fome fatires, in no refpecl in- ing moftly of Virgil, whole ini- 
terior, if we may depend upon mitable ^Eneid he explained 
the judgement of Rutilius, to daily to the Roman youth. 

» 

. (*) Claud, epig. 9- P« M°« (3) idem, conf. Hon. 3. p. 39. 

(4.) Oiof. lib vii. cap. 35. p. izx. (5) Aug. Civ. Dei, hb. v. 

cap. 26. p. 14*. (d) Rut. p. 131, 138. (7) Idem, p. 137. 
(8) Vofl*. Hilt. Lat. lib. hi. cap. *. p. 746. (9) Macrob. Sati 

lib. i. cap. *. p. 166. fclib. vi. cap. 7. p. 478. 

C c 2 Maurus 
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the mean time, gave private orders to a body of troops to 
advance into the neighbourhood of Salonx in Dalmatia, that 
t they might be at hand to prevent the difturbances, which, 
tauftitim- ^ e a PP rencn <teo\ would be raifed in the Weft by the death 
Jelj to be °f Honorius, who had left no children to fucceed him. 
proclaimed Having taken this ftep, he publifhed the death of his uncle, 
emperor of an d at the fame time caufed himfelf to be proclaimed em- 

peror of the Weft *. 
Johu t the Thefe precautions did not deter John, the deceafed em- 
dcceafed^ peror's chief fecretary, from afluming the purple in Rome, 
'chielYeert- encoura 6 e d in his ufurpation by Caftinus, then commander 
ialy, of- m chief of all the troops in the Weft. The tyrant was iro- 
Jumesthe mediately acknowleged, not only in Rome and Italy, but 
purple, likewife in Gaul and Dalmatia ; a circumftance which en- 
couraged him to difpatch ambaffadors to TheodoGus, to ac- 
quaint him with his promotion : but that prince refuting to 
acknowlege him, and having even ordered his envoys to be 
arrefted, and thrown into prifon, he prepared for war, and 

9 Olymp. p. 196. Socr. lib. vii. cap. iy p. 363. Mat.Ckron. 

Maurtre Servius Honoratus, the the ufe of thofe who conducted 
author of the learned comment the Roman troops from one 
on that poet, is, without all place to another. The author 
doubt, the Servius of Macro- teems to have been altogether 
bius. In the fifth or fixth cen- ignorant both of geography 
tury flouriftied a gramm:irinn, and mathematics. Thefe tables 
named Martianus Mineus Felix belonged to Conrad Peutineer 
Capetla, who publifhcd feveral in Augfbourg, and are thence 
philological pieces, partly in called the tables of Pcutiager ; 
Jiroic, and partly in verfe, but they were publilhcd by VeU 
which are ftill exrant, and di- fer, who had them engraved by 
sided into feven books. Soli- John Mo ret of Antwerp. A 
pater Charifius, who publifhed civilian, named Eufebius, de- 
five books of obfervnrions on fcribed the war of Gainas in a 
grammar, ftill extant, flourifh- poem, which he ftyted Gaina- 
ed, according to Baillet, in the des ; and the fame fubjed was 
time of Honor ius ; and before handled by another poet, nam- 
him a grammarian named Dio- ed Ammonius, who read it to> 
roedes, whofe works have like- Theedofius II. in 438. Both 
wife reached our times. Jn the thefe poems were greatly ef- 
reign of Theodofms f. or his teemed (1); but neither of 
children, was publifhed, as is them has reached our time*, 
commonly believed, what we Voffius fuppofes them to have 
call the map or tables of Peu- been written in the Greek 
tinger, which are a kind of iti- tongue, and ranks the authors 
nerary made by fome officer, among the Greek poets (2). 
ftiniUt to a quatter-inafter, for 

(1) Socr. p. 309. (») VofT. Poet. Gran?, cap. §. p. 77, 7*. 
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Cent the famous Actius, with large fums, to draw the Hunns 
over to his adiftance* That celebrated commander, who 
governed the Weftern empire with abfolute fway during 
the reign of Valentinian 111. was a native of Dorollerum in 
JVlcefia, the fort of Gaudeniius, who, though by birth a 
Scythian, was raifed to the higheft employments in the em- 
ire, and married an Italian lady of great diftinclion, called 
y fome Italica'. By her he had Aetius, who ferved at 
firft among the emperor's domeftics, or the troops of his 
houfhold, and was given as an hoftage to Alaric, after the 
battle of Pollentia in 403, and afterwards to the Hunns, 
with whofe chiefs he, by thefe means, became acquainted* 
Upon his return from the country of the Hunns, he mar- 
ried the daughter of Carpilio, captain of the guards ; and 
had by her two fons, Gaudentius, who, after the death of 
Valentinian, was taken by Gcrferic, and Carpilio, whom 
Valentinian fent with the character of ambailador to At- 
tila *. Aetius was a perfon of a majeftic mien, tall Mature, Aetius's 
and a robuft conftitution, which enabled him to bear the ckaraa < r - 
fatigues and toils attending a military life with great refo- 
lution. He is no lefs commended by the ancients on ac- 
count of his prudence, addrefs, and penetration in ftate- 
affalrs, than for his courage, intrepidity, and experience in 
war. He was free from avarice, had but little ambition, 
and was fuch a lover of juftice, that no recommendations, 
however prefling, were capable of making him fwerve from 
equity. Such is the character given him by Frigeridus, a 
writer who flourifhed in his time, as quoted by Gregory of 
Tours *. Procopius relates, that Aetius and Bonifacius, 
who defended Marfeilles, when attacked by Ataulphus, 
were the two greateft commanders in the whole empire, 
and that they deferved to be called the lad Romans u . John, He JHet 
upon his ufurping the empire, committed the care of his w ' f * lk * 
palace to Aetius; and then fent him to engage the Hunns in v f ur t< r » 
his caufe, with orders to cut off the rear of the troops of 
Theodofius, if they entered Italy, while he himfelf charged 
them in front w . On the fecond of January of the prefent 
year, Eudocia was declared Augufta \ 

Theodofius having aflembled all the forces of the Ealtern 
«mpire, ordered them to march to the frontiers of Dalma- 
lia, under the conduct of Ardaburius, his fon Afpar, and 
Candidianus. With them he fent Placidia, and her fon 

r Val. Rer. Franc. lib. iii. p. 220. « Caffiod. lib. i. ep. 4- p. 4, 
Prif. Leg. p. 53. Sidon. p. 169- Orof. p. 305. t Greg. Tur 

p. 50. « Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i cap. 3. p. 1S3. w Olymp. 
f>. $6. Prolp, Cluon, * Chrow. Alex, p 7*6. 
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Yr. of Fl. Valentinian, allowing the former to refume the title and 
187*. enfigns of Augufta, which {he had refigned upon entering 
VC " the dominions of Theodofius ; and the latter to wear the 
* >>a> * habit peculiar to the nobiliffimi ; which title had fome time 
Ikeodofius ^ nce been given to the fons of emperor9, before they were 
rants to created Caefars. This ftep was renouncing all pretenfions 
Haetdia to the empire of the Weft, and tacitly yielding it to Placi- 
*Au *ull °^ anc * Valentinian. Before they left Constantinople, 
anJtfva- Theodofius betrothed his daughter Licinia Eudoxia to 
Untinian young Valentinian. After this ceremony, Placidia left 
that of Constantinople with her fon, who, upon his arrival at 
Cafar. ThefTalonica, received the enfigns peculiar to the Caefirs, 
from the hands of Helio, magifler officiorum to Theodofius, 
by whom he had been fent thither for that purpofe r. 

In the following year, the army of Theodofius having 
crofTed Pannonia and Illyricum, fuddcnly attacked Salonae, 
which was taken by ftorm. There it was agreed among 
the generals, that Afpar Should lead the cavalry, with Pla- 
cidia and Valentinian, by land to Aquileia, while the foot, 
under the command of his father Ardaburius, was tranf- 
Afpartahs ported to that city by fea. This fcheme was fo well exe- 
faat'tte cuted ^y Afpar, that, arriving at Aquileia, before the ene- 
ufurper. m Y nac * tne ^ ea ^ intimation of his march, he entered the 
place without oppofition ; but the fleet being difperfed by 
a violent ftorm, Ardaburius was driven aihore, and taken 
by the ufurper's Soldiers, who immediately carried him to 
their emperor, then at Ravenna, by whom he was received 
with great joy, and treated with the utmoft civility, the 
ufurpcr hoping, by his means, to prevail upon Theodofius, 
who had great confidence in Ardaburius, to acknowlege 
him for his colleague. As he was allowed to converfe with 
whom he pleafed, he corrupted the chief officers, who had 
already begun to be tired of their new prince; and, pri- 
vately acquainting his fon Afpar with the fecurity in which 
the tyrant lived, advifed him to advance fpeedily with his 
beft troops. to Ravenna, ^fpar immediately marched from 
Aquileia with the cavalry; and, being conducted through 
the marines which furrounded Ravenna on the land-fide, 
ft* fur. by a Shepherd, whom Socrates pretends to have been an 
friftiKa- angel, he entered the city, finding the gates open and un- 
7aha)he fi uard ? d - With thc afliftance of the officers feduced by his 
vfurper, father, he fecured the tyrant before he had time to make 
•who is <ut his efcape, and fent him in chains to Placidia and Valenti- 
death, nian, then at Aquileia, who ordered firft his right-hand, 

y Olymp. p. 169. Profp. Chron. Philoft, p. 573. Greg. Tur. 
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and then his head, to be cut off*. Thus ended the ufur- 
pation of John, after he had borne the title of emperor 
about a year and fix months, according to Philoftorgius. 
Three days after his death, Aetius entered Italy, with an 
army of fixty thoufand Hunns, who being met by Afpar, a 
bloody battle was fought, without any confulerable advan- 
tage on either fide ; but, in the mean time, Aetius, in- 
formed of the death of the ufurper, refolved to make the 
beft terms he could for himfelf. Accordingly, Piacidia pro- Aetius fub- 
mifing not only to receive him into favour, but to diflin- and 
guifli him with the title of count, he fubmitted, and pre- 'y*"™'* 
vailed upon the Hunns to return into their own country a . ^J r *~ 
Caftinus, who was fuppofed to have favoured the ufurpa- 
tion of John, was banithed b . 

When news of the captivity and death of the ufurper were Volenti- 
brought to Constantinople, Theodofius declared his coufin, "iamill. 

Valentinian, emperor, and Piacidia regent of the empire ' f * r/ < / 
» • 1 r » r • • «• 11 1 1 emperor of 

during her ions minority. He intended to have taken a the Weft, 

journey into Italy, in order to invert him with the fove- and his 
reignty, and with that defign advanced to Thefialonica ; mother 
but was feized in that city with a malady, which obliged plac1<iia 
him to return to Conftantinople ; whence he difpatched re&< * * 
Jlelio to Rome, where Valentinian then refided, with the 
purple and imperial diadem, which the young prince re- 
ceived on the twenty-third of October of the year 425 c . 
In the Eaft, Thrace was defolated by the Hunns, pro- Yr. of FL 
bably the fame who came to the afliltance of the ufurper z *75* 
John. They even threatened Conltantinoplc with a fiege; y*^ 
but their leader, named Rougas, or Roilas, being killed * 
with lightning, and great numbers being daily fwept away Thrace ra- 
by a plague, which broke out in their army, the reft with- waged by 
drew, dreading, not the valour of the Romans, fays So- theHunMt. 
crates, but the power of Heaven, which had evidently ef- 
poufed the caufe of Theodofius d . 

Duiing the following year 426, when Theodofius was The Goths 
conful the twelfth time, and Valentinian the fecond, no- r ' m °ved 
thing remarkable happened in either empire. But, under \ ™ a 
the nextconfuls, Hieiius and Ardaburius, the Goths, who rhract. 
had pofleffed Pannonia fince the year 377, when they firft 
entered that province, were by Theodofius transferred into 
Thrace ; where they continued for the fpace of fifty-eight 
years, that is, till they fubducd Italy, under the conduct 
of Thcodoric e . This circumftance induces us to believe, 

* Socr. p. 363. Philoft. p. 538. Olymp. p. 197. * Cafliod. 
Chron. b Profp. Chron. « Socr. lib. vii. cap. 14. p. %6^[ 
Olymp p. 197. Idat. Chron. <• Socr. p. 387. * Theoph. 

p. 81. Marc. Chron, 

Cc4 tnat 
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that TheodoGus, in yielding the Weftern empire to Vafen-. 
tinian, retained Pannonia, which comprifed that part of the 
prefent Aultria and Hungary which lies on the Roman fide? 
of the Danube* and had hitherto belonged to the empire of 
the Weft. Great difturbances happened this year in 
Africa, which were attended with the lofs of that province. 
The celebrated count Bonifacius, ftyled by St. Auftin the 
joy of the church, the bulwark of Africa, and the glory of 
the empire, had been rewarded by Honorius, for his gallant 
behaviour at Marfeilles, with the command of the troops in 
.Africa \ which province he defended with great bravery 
againft the repeated attempts of John, though acknowlegc4 
by all the other commanders and governors of provinces. 
Bonifacius Placidia, highly pleafed with his conduct and loyalty, called 
1*g**0* him to court upon the death of that tyrant; and, after be- 
'nvkAFla- flowing upon him the higheft encomiums, preferred him tq 
the poft of comes domefticorum, and fent him into Africa 
with unlimited power. This gave no fmall jealoufy to 
his rivals at court, efpccially to Felix, commander in chief 
of the Roman forces, 3nd to Aetius, who, after his depar- 
ture, perfuaded Placidia, that he had preserved Africa for 
Jnmfelf, and only waited an opportunity of eftabltfhing an 
independent fovereignty. Aetius added, that the emprefs 
might, when (he pleafed, oblige him to pull off the mafk, by 
recalling him from his government ; fpr he was very furc 
Bonifacius would difobey her orders. 
IU is In confequence of this fuggeflion, the credulous princefs 

jbreed, by immediately ordered Bonifacius to repair to Rome ; but 
chery'of Aetius having written to him before^ that the emprefs 
Aetius and fought his ruin, and, in order to compafs it, would foon re- 
fftixito call him> advifing him at the fame time, with great proteftar 
revolt, tions of friendship, to confult his own fafety, he, upon the 
receipt of Placidia's letter, concluded Aetius to be his real 
fiiend, and refufed to comply with the orders he had re r 
ceived. Placidia, no longer queftioning the truth of Ae- 
tius's information, declared Bonifacius a public enemy, and 
difpatched a ftrong body of troops againft him, under the 
command of Mavortius, Galbio, and Sinex, who befieged 
Bonifacius, in what place we are not informed, till, quarel- 
tiwfps'ilnt * mon £ themfelves, Mavoritius and Galbio were kille4 
aiaiuft by the treachery of Sinex, and he in a fally was flain by Bo- 
frim- nifacius, who gained a complete victory, without the lofs 

pf one man. Placidia, being refolved, notwithftanding the 
ill fuccefs of her three generals, to purfue the war with 
Another vigour, committed the whole management of it to Sigik 
army fent yu:t, a Goth *, who, pafliug over into Africa with a great 
t<> ramce number of his countrymen, reduced Caxthage and Hippo. 

Bonifacius. 

- * 
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Bonifacius, finding the cmprefs obftinately bent upon his 
ruin, and himfelf not in a condition to contend with the 
whole ftrength of the empire, had recourfe to the Van- 
dals, who, fince the defeat of Caftinus, had peaceably en- " e rec *?*. 
joyed the province of Bcetica or Andalufia, and were at '"frltl 
this time governed by Genferic, brother to their late king y an daU \ 
Gonderic(G). 

With this Barbarian Bonifacius, whofe piety had been 
formerly fo much extolled by. St. Auftin f , was forced, in 
bis own defence, to enter into a treaty, the chief, and per- 
haps the only article of which was, that, upon their affxft- 
ing him, Africa (hould be divided between Genferic and 
himfelf*, The treaty being ratified, Genferic, having af- -whofafes 
fembled a great number of veflels, ordered all his Vandals, /'»/# 
women and children, as well as men, to embark; and, A f ma * 
abandoning Spain in the month of May, 528, while Felix 
and Taurus were confute, croffed the Streights of Gibraltar, 
and landed in Africa h . The Romans took pofieflion again 
of the provinces which the Vandals had abandoned, and re- 
tained them till they were expelled by the Suevians, as the 
Suevians were in their turn by the Goths, who came to 
fettle in that part of Spain. The fame year Aetius was 
fent into Gaul to oppofe the Franks ; but of this war we 
Ihall fpeak hereafter. Nothing happened in the Eaft wor- 
thy notice, except the publifhing of a law, by which all 
brothels were fupprefled in Conftantinople 1 . Florentius 
and Dionylius, confuls for the year 429, were fucceededby 
Theodofius and Valentinian, the former the thirteenth • 
fime, and the latter the fhird time, confuU During the 

r 

f Aug. ep» 70. p. * Procop. p. 4 j. * Idat. p. iS. 

* Cod. Theod. lib. xy. tit. 8. leg. 13. p. 38. 

(G) Qcnferic was, according the art of war* and long inured 

to Jornandes ( 1 ) and Procopius to the hardlhips and toils at- 

(2), of a low flature, and lamed tending it. He renounced the 

\>y a fall from his horfb : he Catholic faith, which he firft 

thought much, and fpoke little; profefled, to embrace the doc- 

was an enemy to pleafure and trine of Arius, which prevailed 

debauchery; had a wonderful among his countrymen the Van- 

addrefs in gaining the affections dais (tj. His brother Gonde- 

of the people, and fowing dif- ric left (e\eral fons behind him ; 

fcnfions among his enemies* He but he caufed them, all to be 

was remarkably brave and cou- murdered, together with their 

rageous ; but no lefs ambitious mother (4). 
and paulonate ; well (killed in 

(1) Jorn. cap. 36. p. 657. (2) Procop. p. 184. (3) Uat. p. 17. 
{4) Malel. Hilt. Chron. 

pQiifulfhjp 
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confulfhip of the two princes, Aetius was raifcd to the 
chief command of all the troops of the Weftern empire, in 
the room of Felix, who was at the fame time created a pa- 
trician ; but foon after killed in Ravenna by the mutinous 
foldiery, excited againft him by Aetius, jealous of his 
great credit at court. The fame year Aetius gained con- 
siderable advantages over the Juthongi, whofe country bor- 
dered on Rhastia; over the inhabitants of Noricum, who 
had revolted ; and over the Goths in Gaul, attempting to 
raife frefh difturbances in that province k . 

In the courfe of the following year Aetius entirely re- 
duced the Norici, and the Vindelici, who had joined the 
former in their revolt. From Noricum he pafled into 
Gaul, to awe the Franks, who were faid to be in arms 1 . 
Placidia difcovered at length the true caufe of the revolt of 
Bonifacius. Some of that general's friends, greatly fur- 
prifed at his entering into an alliance with the enemies of 
the empire, after having defended it againft the Barbarians 
with fo much zeal and integrity, obtained leave of the em- 
prefs to go into Africa, in order to confer with him in per- 
fon, and hear what he could allege in his own defence. 
Bonifacius was overjoyed to fee them, and produced, upon 
their charging him with treafon and rebellion, the letter 
which Aetius had written, protcfting, that nothing but his 
own fafety and prefervatrion could have induced him to turn 
his arms againft his prince and country. With this letter 
they returned to Placidia, who was thereby fully convinced 
of the treachery of Aetius ; but thinking it dangerous to 
provoke him, as he was then at the head of a victorious 
army in Gaul, (lie concealed her indignation for the pre- 
fent. In a letter to Bonifacius, {he cxpreiTed her detefta- 
tion of the injury that had been done him ; afluring him of 
her favour and ^ protection for the future; and exhorting 
him to return to his duty, and, confulting, with his ufual 
zeal, the fafety of the empire, drive out the Barbarians, 
whom, for his own fafety, he had called in. This office 
Bonifacius readily undertook, offering them immenfe fums, 
provided they quitted Africa, and returned to Spain ; but as 
they had already reduced the whole country, except the 
three cities of Carthage, Hippo, and Cirtha, Genferic firft 
returned him a contemptuous anfwer ; and then falling 
upon him, cut moft of his men in pieces, and obliged Bo- 
nifacius hirafelf to fly. to Hippo : which place the Barba- 
rians immediately inve*ced ; but were obliged, for want of 

kSidon. car. vii. p. 338. Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 34. p. 660. 
1 ldat. p. 19; 

proyifionS| 
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provifions, to raifc the fiege, after it had continued for the 
fpace of fourteen months, Genferic attacking the town al- 
moft daily with incredible fury, and Bonifacius defending 
it with equal vigour and intrepidity 1 ". 

Next year Aetius was raifed to the confuHhip, Placidia 
(till pretending ignorance of his. treacherous conduct to- 
wards Bonifacius. This Iaft, reinforced with powerful fuc- 
cours fent him both by Placidia and Theodofius, offered 
battle to the Vandals ; who, readily accepting it, gave him Bonifacius 
a total defeat, took an incredible number of prifoners, and and Afpar 
obliged the reft to fhelter themfelves among the rocks and f^ te f 
mountains. Among the prifoners was Marcianus, who af- ^ c . m 
terwards attained the empire. Afpar, who commanded on 
this occafion the Eaftern troops, with difficulty efcaped out 
of Africa, and returned to Constantinople, as did Bonifa- 
cius to Italy, being invited thither by Placidia. Upon their <vuhoo<v«r- 
departure, the Barbarians over-ran all Africa, committing runs all 
every where dreadful ravages and horrid cruelties j which 4f rua * 
(truck the inhabitants of Hippo with fuch terror, that they 
abandoned their city, which was firft pillaged, and then 
burnt, by the victorious enemy n . St. Auftin, bifhop of 
the place, died the year before, in the fourth month of the 
fiege. Carthage and Cirtha were now the only places in 
all Africa held by the Romans Bonifacius, upon his ar- 
rivat at Pvavenna, was received with extraordinary demon- 
ftrations of kindnefs and elleem by Placidia, and raifed to 
trrc chief command of the army, in the room of Aetius ; 
who, finding his treachery dilcovered, and dreading the 
power of Bonifacius, aflembled the forces under his com- 
mand, in order to deftroy his rival. Bonifacius, at his ap- j 
proach, marched out at the head of a body of chofen troops war be- 
to meet him. A battle enfuing, Bonifacius received a fwten /to- 
wound, of which he died three months after ° (L). Aetius, ni facius 
dreading the refentment of Placidia, withdrew to the court ^^whicl^* 
of Rugula, or Rouas, king of the Hunns ; whence he re- thejormer 
turned foon after, at the head of a numerous army of Bar- iskilUd. 
barians ; but the emprefs promifing not only to pardon him, 
but reftore him to his former poft, he difmifled the Barba- 
te Procop Belt Vand. lib. i. cap. 3. p. 185. n Idem ibid. 
Profp. Chron. 0 Marc. Chron. 

(L) Thus Marcellinus, who fame writer adds, that Bonifa- 

did not, it feems, think it ne- cius on his death-bed exhorted 

ceflary to acquaint us in what his wife Pelagia to marry no 

place the battle was fought, nor man but Aetius, if his wife 

which, fide gained the day. The fcould die before her hulband. 
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rians, and returned to court, where he was raifed to the 
tank of a patrician. 

Next year, Thcodofius being conful the fourteenth time, 
with Petronius Maxim us, a dreadful fire broke out at Con- 
ftantinople, which lafted three days, and confumed all the 
public granaries, with many other (lately edifices, and great 
part of the city Honoria, filter to the emperor Vaien- 
tinian, having fuffered herfelf to be debauched by one of 
her domeftics, named Eugenius, was banifted the court, 
being then fix teen years old, and fent to Conftantinople, 
her mother Placidia having discovered, that, by means of 
her eunuchs, (he maintained a private correfpondence with 
Attila, who had fucceeded Rouas king of the Hunns ; that 
(he bad even fent him a ring, and was daily prefling him 
to enter Italy at the head of a powerful army, and take her 
to wife. Theodofius being conful the fifteenth time, and 
Valentinian the fourth, a peace was at length concluded 
with the Vandals in Africa, to whom the Romans ceded 
great part of Numidia, all the province Proconfularis, and 
Bizacene. This treaty was figned at Hippo, on the eleventh 
of February, by Genferic, and by Trigetius, who had fuc- 
ceeded Bonifacius in Africa. The king of the Vandals de- 
livered .to the Romans his fon Huneric by way of hoftage 
The fame year Aetius gained a fignal viclory over the fiur- 
gundians, who, having been allowed to fettle in that part 
pf Gaul which borders on the Rhine, had revolted from 
tbe Romans, and plundered Belgic Gaul. Gondicarius 
their king was compelled to fubmit to fuch conditions as 
the conqueror thought fit to impofe upon him and his peo- 
ple r . But Gondicarius did not long enjoy the peace which 
Aetius had granted, being, in the beginning of the follow- 
ing year, attacked by the Hunns, and cut off, with twenty 
thoufand of his men *. Socrates writes, that, of the un- 
happy Burgundians, three thoufand only were left alive, 
who, having embraced the Chriftian religion, and received 
the facrament of baptifm, went, full of courage and confi- 
dence, to attack the enemy, of whom they killed a thou* 
fand, and obliged the reft to fave themfelves by a precipU 
tate flight % The Goths, who had been allowed to fettle 
tn Aquitain, and had Theodoric for their king, not fatif- 
fied with the countries that had been allotted them, made 
themfelves mafters of feveral neighbouring cities belonging 
to the Romans, and even laid fiege to Narbonne 5 which • 



p Socr. lib. y\u cap. 39. p. 385. 
386. r Itfat. p. *?. Sid- c 



p. 3*0. • laar. p. »¥ . 

f ran«.lib.iil.p,t^i A 8, 



<j Profp. Chron. Procop, 
. 'car. vii. p. 388. $ Valef. Rer, 
•Soer, lib, vii. cap. 30. p. 371, 37»« . 
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however, they were forced to raife, count Litorius com'mg 
feafonably to the relief of the place with a numerous body 
of Hunns, who, repulfing the Goths, entered the city, each 
horfeman carrying with him two t>u(hels of corn. 

While thefe things pafied in the Weft, Theodofius com* TirtA 
pleted the ruin of idolatry in the Eaft, by a law ena&cd in fiu$'s ediS 
435, ordering all the temples, oratories, and places confe- agaiuft 
crated to the worfhip of idols, to be pulled down, and for- M° iat ™ u * 
bidding his fubjecls, on pain of death, to pra&ife any of W WP" 
the Pagan ceremonies, either in public or private. By thia 
law the very foundations of the temples were to be entirely 
demolimed, and the fign of the Chriftian religion, no doubt 
the crofs, to be erected in the place where they had flood 
Theodofius palled part of the year 436 at Cyzicum. Next 
year, 437, when Aetius was conful the fecond time, with 
Sigifvultus, or Sigifvult, the Saxon pirates began to infelt 
the coafts of the Armorici. Eudoxia, the daughter of 
Theodofius by the emprefs Eudocia, had been betrothed to 
Valentinian in 424 ; and this year the nuptials were cele- of H. 
brated with great folemnity at Con (la n tin op le, on the A *^* 7 * 
twenty-ninth of October, Valentinian being then eighteen u.C."i*|£ 
years and five months old. The ceremony was to have - 
been performed at Theflalonica ; but Valentinian, out of Eudoxia, 
complaifance to the royal bride, proceeded to Con (tan ti no- th*daugk» 
pie 3 which city he entered on the twenty-firft of October*. R 
Theodofius, in giving, or, as others maintain, in betroth- m arrtidtl 
ing his daughter to Valentinian, obliged the young prince Volenti- 
to give up Weft Illyricum, comprehending the Upper and niamlll. 
Lower Pannonia, Dalmatian and the two Noricums V The 
two Pannonias comprifed that part of Auftria and Hungary 
that lies on the Roman fide of the Danube ; and the two 
Noricums the archbiftiopric of Saltzburg, with Styria and 
Carinthia. Eaft Illyricum had belonged to the emperors of ivhyieUs 
Conftantinople fince the time of Gratian, who yielded it to to rhod*- 
Theodofius the Great. Valentinian left Conftantinople in ff* f'ft 
the latter end of this year; and, having fpent the. winter * rt€um% 
at Theflalonica, returned early in the lpring to Ravenna. 
He had by Eudoxia two daughters, Eudocia and Placidia. 

In the following year Theodofius, being conful the 
fixteenth time, with Acilius Glabrio Fauftus, publiflied 
his famous code, or a collection of all the beft and moft 
ufeful laws that had been ena&ed by the lawful princea 

u Cod. Theod. tit. leg. 25. p. 296. Tbeodor. lib. v. cap. 36. p. 
7*9. w Socr. lib. vii. cap. 44- p. 388. Chron. Alex. p. 570. 

* Chron. Alex. Join, dc Reg. Sue. p. 91, 93. 

his 
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Ttuhufe bis prcdeceflbrs (M). In the following confuHhip of Theo-* 
befiegedby dofius, the feventeenth time conful, and of Fcftus, Lito- 
Litorius. rius th c Roman general befieged Touloufe ; but his troops 
were defeated by Theodoric and himfelf taken prifoner. 
However, Theodoric concluded a peace with the Romans 
upon very reafonable terms, as we (hall relate hereafter. 
The fame year Merida, then the metropolis of Lufi- 
tania, was taken by Richila, who the year before had fuc- 
ceeded his father Hermeric, king of the Suevians, in Ga- 
Carthage licia y . But the lofs of Carthage in Africa, furprifed on the 
taktn by twenty-third of October of the prefent year by Genferic 
i ^^ att ' king oi the Vandals* proved a more fatal blow to the "Wef- 
tern empire. By the taking of that important place, which 
had belonged to the Romans five hundred and eighty-five 
years, the Vandals remained matters of the Proconfuiaris, 
of Byzacene, Getulia, and part of Numidia. However, 
Valentinian maintained, as long as he lived, the two Mau- 
ritanias, Csefarienfis and Shifenfis, with Tripolitana, Tin- 
gitana, and that part of Numidia in which Cirtha flood. 

In the Eaft nothing worthy of notice happened this year, 
except the journey which theemprefs Eudocia undertook to 
Jerufalem, in compliance with a vow (he had made to vifit 
the holy places there *. She paiTed through Antioch, where, 
in the prefence of the fenate and people, (he pronounced a 
fpeech in commendation of that city from a throne of gold 
enriched with precious (tones a . At her departure, (he pre- 
fented the magiftrates with a very confiderable fum, for the 

y Idat.p. 1*. * Socr. lib. vii. cap. 47. p. 390. * Evag. 
lib. i.'cap. *o. p. 277. 

(M) Eight able civilians were goths, who made themfelve9 

employed in this work, at the mailers of Italy about the end 

head of whom was Antiochus, of the fifth century, and like* 

who had been conful in 43 : . wife by Alaric king of the Vi- 

Such laws as were not contained figoths or Weftrogoths in Lan- 

in this code, were declared to be guedoc and Spain. The laws 

of no force. It was immediately that were afterwards added to 

received in the Welt ; where the code by Theodofius, and 

it met with greater fuccefs fome other princes, were call- 

than in the Eal>, where it ob- ed Novellae. Theodofius, in 

tainedonly for the fpaceof about publifning the code, ena&ed, 

ninety years, that is, to the reign that the laws made by oue 

of Jultinian, who abrogated prince mould be of no force in 

this, and publiflied a new code : the dominions of the other, un- 

but in the Well it was received lefs confirmed and figned by 

by Theodoric, and the Oilro- him (1). 

(1) Profp. Chron. Doviat. Hill. Jur. Civ. cap. 1. Cod. Tbcod. 

Nov. 1. p. 1. 
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relief of the indigent citizens. The inhabitants of that me- 
tropolis acknowleged the kindnefs (he had (hewed them by 
ere£ting two ftatucs to her honour, placing the one, which 
was of brafs, in the Mufeum ; and the other, which was 
plated with gold, in the fenate b . At Jerufalem (lie pre- 
sented Juvenal, bimop of the place, with great fums, to be 
distributed among the poor, and with a crofs of gold, adorned 
with precious (tones, to be fet up on Mount Calvary ; for 
which the bifliop is faid to have prefcnted her in his turn 
with the right-hand of St. Stephen the protomartyr c . 

In the following yearGenferic made a defcent upon Sicily, Yr. of FL 
and meeting with little refiftance, ravaged the open coun- »*89« 
try, committing horrid cruelties, and even laid fiege to Pa- D .439. 
lermo : but not being able to reduce the place, he returned ' '* 37 * 
to Africa with an inimenfe booty d . Count Cenforius, who siciljra* 
had been authorised by Valentinian to negotiate a peace be- waged by 
tween the Suevians in Galicia and the natives of that coun- Genferic. 
try, was befieged by Rechila in Merfola on the Guadiana, 
where he refided, and, upon the reduction of the place, 
taken prifoner e . About the fame time Aetius, removing The Bur- 
the Burgundians from the banks of the Rhine, allotted %undtans 
them fettlements in the prefent duchy of Savoy, and re- rtm0 ^b 
warded a body of Alans, who had ferved the Romans with ///'^w^/ 
great fidelity under the conduct of their king CEocaric or duchy of 
CEocric, with lands on the Loire f . Thefe Alans are fup- Savoy, 
pofed to have fettled afterwards with the Britons in Armo- 
rica. In the Eaft, Paulinus, the emprefs Eudocia's chief Paulinas 
favourite, who by her intereft had been raifed to the high put to death 
poll of magilter officiorum, was this year executed by the ^ th***- 
emperors order at Csefarea in Cappadocia which is all * 
we find in the ancient writers concerning this remarkable 
event (N). 

b Evagr.lib. i. cap. ac. p. 177. Cliron. Alex. p. 731. e Ce- 
dren. p. 337. Theoph. \\ 74. Marc. Chron. d Chron. Alex, 
p. 7:0 * Idat. p. it, 43. t Profp. Chron. Valef. 

Kei . Franc, p. 173. Jorn. Rcr. Goth. cap. 37. p. 665. f Marc. 
Chron. 

\ 

(N) The more modern ed, as he was a manoflearn- 
Grceks afcribe his death to the ing, and the emprefs herfelf well 
jealoufy of Theodofius; and tell verfed in all the branches of lite- 
us, that the emperor being rature. Paulinus, not knowing 
prefented with an apple of an by whom it had been fent to the 
■uncommon fize, and extra ordi- emprefs, thought it a proper 
nary beauty, he immediately prefent for the emperor, and 
fent it, asarariry, t Eudocia, accordingly carried it to him. 
and fhe to Pauiinus, in uhole This railed fome jealoufy in 
converfation (he greatly delight- Theodofius, who thereupon 

difmifled 
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In the following year, Cyrus alone was conful : he excelled 
in polite learning, efpecially in poetry; and, having by that 
means gained the favour and protection of Eudocia, he had 
been raifed by her intereft to the firft employments in the 
(late. A3 he entered the circus this year with the confnlar 
ornaments, the people, by whom he was greatly beloved, 

difmifled Paulinus ; and, fend- favourite ecclefiaftics. Eudo- 
ing for Eudocia, afked her what cia was fo affected with their 
was become of the apple. The death, that, (he caufed, in her 
emprefs, not willing to own (he turn, Saturninus to be murder- 
had given it to Paulinus, an- ed ; an aflatfination which pro- 
fwered, (lie had eat it. Upon voked the emperor to fuch a 
this the emperor, producing degree, that he ordered all the 
it, commanded Paulinus to be great officers of her court to 
immediately executed, and from quit her (ervice, and return to 
that time (hewed himfelf fo in- Conftantinople : which was re- 
different towards the emprefs, ducing her to the condition of a 
that (he folicited foon after to private perfon. Thus (he lived 
return to Jerufalem, and to at Jerufalem to her death, which 
continue in that city, which happened in 460. She is (aid 
was readily granted her. Such to have folemnly declared on 
is the account of Conftantine her'death bed, that (he was al- 
Munaflcs, Zonaras, Nicepho- together innocent of the crime 
rus, Glycas, and Codinus (2). of which Theodofius had fuf- 
That Eudocia retired about this peeled her and Paulinus (3). 
time to Jerufalem, is very cer- As (he was poflefled of immenfe 
tain; and Hkewife, that there wealth, which the emperor left 
was a mifunderfl anding between untouched, (he built at Jerufe- 
her and the emperor, who cauf- lem a great number of churches, 
cd Severus, a prieft, and a dea- monauerics, and hofpitals, a* 
con named John, whom Eudo- domed the city with many ftatc- 
cia had carried with her from ly edifices, and, at a vaft ex- 
Conftantinople to Jerufalem, to pence, repaired the walls which 
be murdered, for no other rea- in moft places were entirely 
fon, but becaufe the emprefs ruined, she was buried in a 
lived in great intimacy with magnificent tomb in the church 
them, and made them frequent- of St. Stejmen, which (he had 
ly rich prefents. This giving endowed m the neighbourhood 
cither jealoufy to the prince, or of Jerufalem Her piety is 
occafion to fcandalous reflec- greatly extolled by moft writers, 
lions, Theodofius di(J>atched efpecially by Camodorus, who 
Saturninus, his comes domefri- fty les her ot' all women the moft 
eorum, ro Jerufalem, withpri- pious, the moft religious (5). 
vate orders to difpatch the two 

(1) ManalT. p. 55. Zonar. torn. in. p. 37. Niceph. lib. xiv. cap. 
a 3. p. 485. Glyc» p. 16 1» Codin- Orig Conflantinop. p. 56. 
(3) Evagr. lib i. cap. 21. p. a?7, 178. Odren. p. 343. Theopbart. 
p. 88. (4) Evagr. lib. i. cap ai. p. tSo. Ced. p 337. Chron. 
Alex. p. 73a. Nicop fe. lib. *if. cap, 50. p. 358, 559. (5) Cafliod. 
PC xl.p. 174. 

received 
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received him with fuch acclamations, that the emperor, The conful 

who was prefent, caufed him through jealoufy, a few days Cyrus Jlrlp. 

after, to be (tripped of all his employments, and his eftatc P ed °f his 
to be confifcated, pretending, that he was inclined to Pa- 

• /* 111 r • 1 1 • /-> n ornaments 

ganilm, and that he afpired to the empire. Cyrus fled for by the tm* 
refuge to a church, and caufed himfelf to be ordained prieft. fetor. 
The emperor, refpccling his new character, granted him 
his life, and ibon after fuffered him to be raifed to the fee 
of Cotyea in Phrygia h . As Genferic king of the Vandals 
was now become very formidable, Theodofius refolved to 
amft Valentinian, his coufin-in-law, againft fo powerful 
an enemy. Accordingly he fitted out a fleet, confiding of Theodofius 
eleven hundred large mips; and, putting on board of it the fends a 
flower of his army, under the conduct of Arcovindas, An- powerful 
filus, and Germanus, ordered them to land in Africa, and, fl ettan< * 
joining the Weftern forces, to drive Genferic out of the gamfiGen- 
countries he, had ufurped. They (leered their courfe to Si- feric\ 
cily, in onler to pafs more eafily from thence into Africa : 
but in the mean time, Genferic having fent a folemn em j 
balTy to Theodofius, and pretending to be defirous of con- 
cluding a peace with the two empires, the Roman generals 
waited on the coaft of Sicily the refult of the negotiations* 
which Genferic craftily fpun out till the feafon proper for 
action was elapfed *. 

While his ambafladors were (till at Conftantinople, the 
Perfians, in violation of the treaty made between the two 
empires in 422, entered the Roman territories in an hoftile 
manner; an invafion which obliged Theodofius to recall his but he U 
forces, and Valentinian to conclude a peace with Genferic, obl 'S e d to 
which he could not obtain but by furrendering all the coun- ™% yj^'- 
tries in Africa which he had feized. Anatolius and Afpar tinian 9 to 
were difpatched againft the Perfians, who, finding the Ro- conclude a 
mans, whom they expected to furprife, upon their guards P** ce 
agreed to an accommodation ; fo that a peace was conclud- ^ in f inc * 
ed, one of the chief conditions of which was, that neither 
the Perfians nor the Romans fhould for the future raife any 
new fortifications on the frontiers k . Ar faces, king of Ar- 
menia, dying at this period, divided his kingdom between 
his two fons Tigranes and Arfaces; but by his laft will be- 
queathed the far greater part to Tigranes. Arfaces, diiTa- 
tisfied with this partition, had recourfe to Theodofius, who 
threatening to make war upon Tigranes, terrified the young 
prince to fuch a degree, that, flying to the protection of 

h Zon. p. 35. Thcoph. p. 83. Chron. Alex. p. 736. * Tbeopli. 

p. 87. Chron. Alex. p. 750, k Agath. p. 137. Procop. Bell. 
Per P. p. 8. 
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the Perfian king, lie gave him his (hare, preferring the eafe 
and quiet of a retired life to all the charms of a crown. 
Arfaces, on the other hand, dreading the power of the Per- 
fians, putTheodofins in ponefllon of his part, upon certain 
conditions, one of which was, that his family Mould enjoy 
The end «/ for ever an entire liberty, and an exemption from all tri- 
tht ancient bute and taxes- Thus ended the kingdom of Armenia, after 
km^dorn of j t na( j con tinucd f or many ages, and given occafion to much 
imtnta, ^loodftied, and endlefs wars, waged by the Roman3 firft 
with the Parthians, and afterwards with the Perfians. The 
(hare of Tigranes belonging to the Perfians was called Per- 
farmenia and Armenia Perfica l . The part of Arfaces held 
by the Romans was henceforth governed by a particular of- 
ficer, with the title of comes Armenia;, or count of Armenia. 
The Hunns TheHunns, taking advantage of the wars in which the 
Romans were engaged with the Vandals and Perfians, paff- 
'* ed the Danube, and invaded Thrace with a formidable ar- 
my. They had entered that province in 425, under the 
conduct of Rougas their king, as we have related above ; 
hut he being killed with lightning, and at the fame time a 
plague raging with great violence in his army, the Barba- 
rians repafTed the Danube, not daring, fays Socrates m , to 
engage in a war with the Romans, whole caufe Heaven 
had evidently efpoufed. Rougas was fucceeded by Roas or 
Rouas in 4349 who concluded a peace with the Romans* 
on condition, that they fhould pay him a yearly penfion of 
three hundred and fifty pounds weight of gold. A few 
years after, the Hunns refolving to drive out the Boifchi, 
and other barbarous nations dwelling on the banks of the 
Danube, under the protection of the Romans, Rouas dif- 
patched Eilas to the court of Conftantinople, threatening to 
make war upon Theodofius, if he afforded them the leaft 
aififtance. The two generals Plintha and Dionyfius were 
appointed by the emperor to treat with the king of the 
Hunns, and divert him, if poftble, from the refotation he 
Rouas king had taken : but in the mean time Rouas dying, and his ne- 
of the phew, the famous Attila, fuccetding him, the ambafladors 
HuKnsJiest W€re or d cre< j t0 trea t w j t h him, and his brother Bleda, his 

""eded h P artncr m tnc fovereignty: but inftead of Dionyfius, who 
AttiUa. couW. not agree with Plintha* was fent the quaeftor Epi- 
geftes, a man of great experience in negotiations. 

The ambaffadors had an interview with the two princes in 
the neighbourhood of Margum, a city on the Danube in 
Upper Mcefia, at a place where the Margus or Margis falls 
into that river. The Romans were obliged to confer with 

1 Thcedoret. p. 964. » Socr. p. 387. 
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them on horfeback, the Hunns refufing to difmount. The The Ro~ 
peace was confirmed, but upon fuch conditions as plainly mans con* 
betrayed the weaknefs and deplorable condition of the em* cludt a . 
pire. Thefe were, 1. That the Romans fhould deliver to P Z%?nn, 
Attila and Bleda fuch Hunns as had taken, or fhould for the u poa mofi 
future take, refuge in the Roman dominions. 2« That the Jbamtful 
Roman prisoners, who fhould make their efcape from the (onditunu 
Hunns without paying their ranfom, fhould in like manner 
be delivered up, or eight pieces of gold be paid for each. 
3. That, in (lead of three hundred and fifty pounds weight of 
gold, the Romans ftiould for the future pay annually feven 
hundred. 4. That the Romans (hould not aflift any nation 
whatfover, when attacked by, or at war with, the Hunns. 
In compliance with this fhameful treaty, the Romans imme* 
diately gave up to Attila fome princes of the royal blood of * 
the Hunns, who were by his orders crucified like the mean- 
eft of flaves, in the fight of the Romans, becaufe they had 
abandoned their own country to ferve in their armies. At* 
tila, being in virtue of this treaty, at full liberty to make 
conquefts, reduced all the northern countries, his authority 
being acknowleged even by the barbarous nations lying 
north of the Euxine Sea ". Having extended his dominions, 
he refolved to take advantage of the wars in which Theodo- 
fius was engaged with the Perfians and Vandals. Accord- Attita, mu 
ingly, without any regard to the above mentioned treaty, yjithfiand* 
he patted the Danube at the head of a very numerous and ln Z tfie 
formidable army ; and, entering Thrace, made himfelf 
mafter of feveral cities and fortrenes, and, among the reft, faffeltht 
of Viminacium, a place of great importance on the Danube, Danube \ 
and of Margum, which was betrayed by the bifhop of the 
place. Elated with this fuccefs, he difpatched a meflenger 
to Theodofius, requiring, or rather commanding, him to 
deliver up immediately all the Hunns who had taken re- 
fuge in the Roman dominions, to pay part of the tribute 
that had been owing for fome time, and to fettle what fhould 
be paid for the future. 

Theodofius could not prevail upon himfelf to abandon 
thofcwho, after the declaration of war, had forfaken At- 
tila, and joined him. Attila therefore began to ravage offU 

the country, putting all to the fword, without diftin&ion A *A? U 
c r 1 j • • tt 1 iS ix r» ^ • A. D. 44T, 

of lex, age, or condition. He took by ltorm Ketiariumon u c. 1*39, 

the Danube in Upper Moefia, Singidunum, Naifius, and - — 

Sirmiurn, formerly the capital of Illyricum, with feveral andmakes 

other cities; infomuch that Theodofius, not thinking him- himfelf 

fetf fafc at Conftantinople, retired into Afia°. As to the ^ ajle SY 

* J eve rat 

n Prifc. Hut. Goth, de Leg at. p. 4$— 481 • Chron. Alex. p. cities. 
730. Profp. Marcel. Chron. 
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The Hifiory of the 

iflTue of this war we are left quite in the dark. All we know 
is, that this year a peace was concluded between Attila and 
Theodofius, who returned to Conftantinople on the twenty- 
feventh of Auguft p. 

In the following year Theodofius, leaving Conftanti- 
nople, vifited the province of Pontus, where he caufed the 
public edifices, and walls of Heraclea, to be repaired. As 
lie was one day, during his progrefs, marching on foot, 
greatly tormented with heat, duft, and thirft, an officer of 
his guards prefented him with a beautiful cup full of frefh 
and excellent liquor ; but the emperor, returning the officer 
thanks in a molt obliging manner, declared, that he would 
not by any means rerrefli himfelf, when it was not in his 
power to refrefti all his followers 

In 444, when Theodofius was conful the eighteenth time, 
with Albinus 1 , the eunuch Antiochus, the emperor's great 
chamberlain, being convicled of extortion, and abufing his 
authority to the oppreflion of the people, was, by Theodo- 
fius, degraded from the rank of a patrician, and confined 
to the monaftery of St. Euphemia at Chalcedon, ftripped 
of the great wealth he had amafled, and deprived of all the 
honours which he had enjoyed •. Theophanes writes, that 
Theodofius made him pope, meaning, perhaps, that he 
obliged him to take holy orders. Upon his difgrace the 
emperor enacted a law excluding all eunuchs from the dig- 
nity of patrician l . 

Next year, when Valentinian was conful the fixth time 
with Nomus, nothing remarkable happened in the Eaft 
but in the Weft, Vitus being fent with a confiderable armv 
into Spain, to fupportthe natives againft theSuevians, molt 
of his troops were cut off by Rechila, and he obliged to 
fave himfelf by flight, and abandon the inhabitants to the 
mercy of thofe Barbarians. In the courfe of the following 
year, Aetius being conful the third time with Q^Aurelius 
Symmachus, the Britons, unable to withftand the Scot3 
and Pitts, had recourfe to Aetius, who governed the 
Weftern empire almoft with abfolute dominion. To move 
him to compaflion they wrote him a letter with the follow- 
ing direction, " The groans of Britain to the conful Aetius 
but could not, with all their groans and tears, prevail upon 
him to afford them the lead afliflance n . In the Eaft a dread- 
ful plague raged this and the following year, when Ardabu- 
rius and Alypius were confuls ; and violent earthquakes were 

P Marc. Profp. Chron, Cod. Theod. tit. x. leg. 9. p. 198, 
<j Pafc p. 395. r Marc. Chron* * Zonar. torn. iii. p. 34. 

Thcoph. p. 83. t Cod. p. 48. ■ Gild. Excid. Britan. cap. 6, 
p. 118. 

felt 
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felt in mod provinces, which damaged feveral cities, and 

deftroyed great part of the new walls of Conftantinople, 

with fifty-feven towers and many (lately edifices, not only 

in that city, but likewife at Antiochand Alexandria*. At Attila 

this juncture Attila, upon what provocation we know not breaks into 

(for both emperors readily complied with all his demands, the W ,r * 

hf n. • ' t \ r 1 • • ' at the hi ad 

owever unjuft and arrogant), made an irruption into ^ a ^ m 

Thrace with a formidable army, confining of Hunns, midablt 
Goths, Gepidae, Alans, and many other barbarous nations, army, 
commanded by their refpeclivc kings. Attila, whom they 
all obeyed, at the head of this numerous holt, over-ran, with- 
out oppofition, Illyricum, Thrace, both Dacias, Mcelia, and 
Scythia. He took and plundered above feventy cities, and, 
among the reft, Philippopolis in Thrace, properly fo called, 
Arcadiopolis in the province of Europe, and Marcianopolis, 
the capital of Lower Mcefia. They extended their ravages He over- 
on one fide to the Euxine fea, and on the other to the runs fi' 
Streights of Thermopylae, which partTheflaly from Achaia ^*// r " 
or Greece. In the mean time Arnegifelus, governor of ' 
Moefia and Thrace, collected all the troops quartered in 
thofe two provinces, marched againft Attila, and engaging 
him in Lower Mcefia, on the banks of the river Utis, which 
falls into the Danube near a city of the fame name, killed 
great numbers of his men; but falling from his horfe, he 
was himfelf llain, after having fold his life dear, and his 
army was put to the route x . Another battle was fought and fa- 
in the Cherfonefus near Gallipoli, probably by the generals fiats the 
Afpar and Arcobindus, who were both fent againft Attila, R° ma » g* m 
But no better fuecefs attended the Romans in this than in nerats * 
the other engagement ; fo that Theodofius was obliged to 
depute Anatolius, with one Vigilius, who underftood the 
language of the Hunns, to Attila, to fue for peace, which 
he was ftrifUy enjoined to conclude upon any terim. 

A peace was accordingly agreed to, and ratified by the y r . 0 f Fl. 
emperor, on the following terms, highly opprobrious to **g8. 
the Roman name. 1. That the Romans mould pay imme- A* P« 4* 8 - 
diately to Attila fix thoufand pounds weight of gold, and '* 46, 
every year two hundred. 1. That they mould fend back ^ Ro ^ 
to him all his deferters, and receive none for the future, mans con- 
3. That they mould deliver up the Roman captives who elude a 
had efcaped without paying their ranfom, or pay for each t eact 
pf them twelve pounds weight of gold. 4. That the Ro- j^ m V e j°i 
mans mould fend no ambafladors to Attila, till they had urms, 
furrendered all his deferters and fugitives y . Purfuant to 

* Chron. Alex. p. 374. Evagr. lib. i. cap 17. p. 175. Niceph lib. 
xv. cap. 48. p. 543. x Jorn. Rer. Goth; cap. 44. y Theoph. 

p. 88, 
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this Ignominious treaty fix thoufand pounds weight of gold 
were fent immediately to Attila, with all the Hunns who 
had taken refuge in the Roman dominions, among whom 
were fevera) princes, who chofe rather to be killed by the 
Romans than fall into the hands of Attila*. This year a 
mifunderftanding arofe between Attila and Valentinian, on 
account of fome facred veflels which Attila falfly pretended 
to have been ftolen from him by 8ilvanus, a banker in 
Rome. Silvanus, who was the lawful owner of thefe vef- 
fels, had fold them to the church, But as they were pieces 
of exquifite workmanlhip, Attila, coveting them* or ra* 
ther feeking a pretence to quarrel with Valentinian, claim- 
ed them as ftolen from him by Silvanus, and with great 
arrogance preffed the emperor either to reftore the veflels, 
or deliver up Silvanus. In confequence of this demand, 
count Romulus was fent with Promotus, governor of No- 
ricum, and Romulus, an officer of diftin&ion, to the 
court of Attila, to convince him, if pofftble, that the vek 
fels in difpute had never belonged to him, or, if he con- 
tinued to claim them, to pay him their value in gold. 
Attila received the ambafladors in a very condefcending 
manner, entertaining them at his own table with the ambafc- 
fadors of Theodofius, who arrived at his court much about 
the fame time. But the only anfwer that he returned to 
their reafoning and arguments was, that the veflels be- 
longed to him ; and that he was determined to do himfelf 
juftice, and declare war, if Valentinian did not either re- 
ftore them, or give up Silvanus, who had ftolen them, 
Notwithftanding thefe menaces, he did not make war upon 
Valentinian till three years after, though that prince could 
not by any means be prevailed upon to comply with either 
of his demands. 

In the following year, Edecon being fent by Attila with 
the character of ambaflador to Theodofius, the eunuch 
get ^"j Chryfaphus, the emperor's great chamberlain, perceiving 
bur<Urcd\ ^ e ^ as g reat ] v taken with the fplendor of the court, and 

defirous to continue among the Romans, promifed him 
great wealth and preferments, provided he would difpatch 
Attila ; an office which he undertaking, Theodofius con- 
fented to the wicked attempt, aud charged Vigilius, inter- 
wkojparfj P rercr t0 *he Roman ambafladors at the court of Attila, to 
the confpi. afllft him in the enterprise. But Edecon, cither appre- 
rators t aod henfive of the dangers attending fuch a defperate attempt, 
makes or having diflembled all the time with the emperor and his 
$r «|. minjfter, upon his return djfeoyered the plot to Attila, who 

* mU *Mat,p.s|. 
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can fed Vigilius to be feized, and difpatchcd his fecretary 
Oreftes to reproach Theodofius with his treachery, and 
demand Chryfaphus, the chief author and contriver of the 
confpiracy. But Nomus, who was fent ambaflador to the 
king of the Hunns on this occafion, with feveral other per- 
fons of great diftinclion, gained his efteem and affc&ton to 
fuch a degree, that he promifed to live in peace and amity 
with Theodofius, pardoned Chryfaphus, fet Vigilius at 
liberty, and difraiffed the ambafladors loaded with rich 
prefents*. 

The next year Theodofius was fo bruifcd with a fall Yr. of Ft. 
from his horfe in hunting, that, being with difficulty car- 
ried in a fedan to Conftantinople, he died on the twentieth \j q'*J>*{ 
of June, according to Theophanes b , or the twenty-eighth * 4 * 
of Juljr, as we read in Theodorus % who is followed by Theodojus 
moil cnroaoiogers. According to this opinion, he died in diet. 
the fiftieth year of his age, after having reigned forty-two 
years and near three months after the death of his father, 
and forty-eight fince he had received the title of Auguftus- 
He was buried on the thirtieth of July, in the fame tomb 
with his father Arcadius. He is generally commended as Hit eha* 
a prince of exemplary piety ; but all own him to have had 
but (lender parts, and to have been entirely guided by thofe 
about him, efpecially by the eunuchs of the court, who t 
abufing his authority, oppreiTed the people to fuch a degree, 
that many in his reign cliofe rather to abandon their native 
country, and live among the Hunns, and other Barbarians, 
than bear the tyrannical government of his minifters. He 
was a great friend to the church ; but yet, mifled by ill- 
meaning men, countenanced the declared enemies of the 
orthodox faith, as the reader will find in the account which 
the ecclefiaftic writers tranfmit of the two councils held by 
his orders at Ephefus, and of the progrefs which the herefy 
of Eutyches made in his reign. Of the writers who flou- 
rilhed under Theodofius, we fhall fpeak in the note (M). 

CHAP. 

• Prifc. p. 57—68. * Theoph. p 568. c Theod. p. 38. 

(M) We are chiefly indebted and fpent moft part of his life 

to the ecclefiaftic writers Socra- in that city (1). He begins 

tes, Sozomen, and Philoftor- where Eufebius ended his hif- 

gius, for the hiltory of- the tory, but repeats the tranfac- 

reign of Theodofius the young- Hons of the rirft year ot Con- 

er. Socrates was born in Con- ftantine's reign, that is, of the 

fiantinople about the year 380, year 306, and carries his work 

(1) Socr. lib. v. cap. 14. p. 293. 

D d 4 down 
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CHAP. LXV. 

The Hi/lory of the Eajlern and Wejlern Empire, 
from the Death of Theodofus II. to the total 
Failure of the Weftern Empire in Auguftulus . 

IF the laws at this time in force, concerning private ef- 
tates and inheritances, had obtained with refpett to 
kingdoms and empires, the right of Eudoxia to the impe-* 
rial crown would have been indifputable, that princefs be- 
ing 

down to the feventeenth con- the Latin tongue by Epipha- 
fuHhip of Theodofius II. that nes, that Greece alone, fays 
is, to the year 439 : fo that it Caffiodorus, might not poflefs 
comprifes the fpace of a hun- fo valuable and necelTary a 
dred and thirty-four years. So- work. Philoftorgius, born a- 
zomen, or Salaminus Hermias bout the year, 368, in the pro- 
Sozomenes, as he is ftyled by vince of Cappadocia Secunda, 
Photius, was not, as fome have compiled an eeclefiaftic hiftory, 
conjectured from the firft of or rather, under that name, an 
thefe names, a native of Sala- apology for the Arians, efpe- 
mis in the ifland of Cyprus, bur cially the Eunomians, whofe 
of a village in the territory of tenets he himfelf held. He 
Gaza, named Bethelia, as ap- began his work, which was di- . 
pears from the account he gives vided into twelve books, with 
of the converfion of his grand- the death of Conftantius Chlo- 
father to the Chriftian reli- rus, the father of Conftantine 
gion (2), He undertook his the Great, and carried it down 
great hiftory, which was to to the acceflion of Valentinian 
comprife whatever had happen- III. to the empire, in the year 
ed worthy of notice from the 425. This work has been long 
third confulftiip of Crifpas and fince loft ; but an abftract of it, 
Conftantine Caefars, that is, which may be termed a large 
from the year 324 to the fe- hiftory, has been conveyed to 
venteenth confuHhip of Theo- us by Photius (4), who com- 
dofius the Younger in 439 (3). mends the flyle, but thinks the 
Whence it is manifeft, that the author often too difFufe and te- 
work which has reached our dious. Philoftorgius, befides 
times is imperfect, fince it ends bis hiftory, compoied a long 
in the year 415. About the panegyric" on Eunomius, and 
beginning of the fixth century, an apology for the Chriftian re- 
Cuffiodorus caufed the hiftories ligion againft Porphyrius ; but 
pf Socrates, Sozomen, and neither of thefe works has reach- 
Theodoret, to be tranllated ipto ed our times. About the fame 

(1) Soz. lib. v. cap. 15. p. 617. (3) Ibid. lib. i, cap, 1. p. 401. 
ft 39»i 397- 4©3* (4) Phot ; cap. 40. p. a 5 . 
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iqg the only child of the deceafed emperor ; but not the 
leaft regard was had either to her, or to the emperor Va- 
Jentinian her hufband : and indeed neither of them feems 
to have laid claim to the Eaftern empire, though Theodo- 
fius left no iflue male behind him. As Pulcheria had fhar- 
ed the fovereignty with her brother, and bore the title of 
Augufta, (he remained by his death fole miftrefs of the 
empire; and no perfon was more capable of governing. 
However, as no woman had yet reigned alone in either 
empire, me determined to marry, notwithstanding the 



time lived Philip of Sida in to be ftili extant, and lodged in 

Pamphylia, who wrote a very fome libraries (9). Hitherto 

d iS ul'e hiftory from the creation only fome fragments of it, re- 

to his time, confiding of eight lating to embaffies, have been 

hundred and fixty-four books, publilhed, which are to be found 

which he entitled the Chriftian among the works of the other 

Hiftory. Of this voluminous Byzantine hiftorians. Some 

work, which has been long fince paflages of his hiftory are quot- 

loft, Photius fpeaks with great ed by Jornandes ( 1 ). He wrote 

contempt (5). The fame au- with great exaftnefs and ele- 

thor wrote another extenfive gancc. The hiftory of Theo- 

work, wherein he confuted, or dofius the Younger was likcwife 

attempted to confute, the writ- written by one John, who is 

ings of the emperor Julian (6) ; often quoted by Evagrius, and 

but the performance has un- by him ftyled orator, or pro- 

dergone the fame fate as the feflbr of eloquence. His hif- 

other. The author was a dea- tory ended with the feventh 

con of the church of Conftan- year of Jutfin I. of the Chrif- 
tinople, and thought himfelf tian a?ra 525, therefore we 

greatly injured, becaufe he was muft diftinguifli him from an- 

not preferred to that fee (7). other hitlorian of the fame 

Prifcus, who attended Maxi- name, whofe hiftory began with 

mus, when fent ambaflador to the death of Juftinian, and was 

Attila in 449, wrote the hiftory carried down to the reign of 

of the war between that prince Mauritius. Another hiftorian, 
and Theodofms ; the hiftory of named likewife John, a follower 

Ivlarcian's reign; an account of Eutyches, wrote in five books 

of the journey of Anthcmius the ecclefiaftic hiftory, from the 

to Rome, of the war carried on time of Neftorius to the defeat 

in the reign of Leo againft Gen- of Bafilifcus ; that is, from the 

feric, and of the unhappy end year 428, to 477. To his ec- 

of Afpar, and his children, clefiaftic hiftory he added five 

murdered by the emperor Leo books (2), the contents of which 

in 471 (8). His hiftory is faid are at this time unknown. 

(5) Phot. cap. 40. p. ai. (6) Socrat. lib. ?ii. cap. 27. p. 365. 

(7) Idem. ibid. (8) Evagr. lib. i^cap. 17. p. 273. & lib. it. 

cap, i p. 183. (9) Voff. Hilt. Grace, lib. iv. cap. 18. p. 488. 

1) Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 24. 34, 35. 4a. 49. (») Phot. cap. 41. 

folution 
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FuUkeria folution (be had taken, or the row ihe had made, to con- 
rtfokvtstt ttnue a virgin to her death. Purfoant to this resolution, as 
marry {oon as the death of Theodofius was publicly known, (he 
Maraan, f cnt f of Marcian, a perfon remarkable for his exemplary 
piety, and extraordinary qualifications ; and told him, that 
ihe defigned to raife him to the fovereignty, by marrying 
him, on condition that he would fufrer her, agreeably to 
the refolution (he had taken, to live and die a virgin. Mar- 
tvho it dt~ C | an readily complying with this condition, ihe fent for the 
tlandtmr Anatolius and the fenate, and in their prefence 

****** declared Marcianus emperor. Her choice being approved 
by them, and applauded by all the officers at court, both 
civil and military, the new emperor was crowned at the 
palace of Hebdomon, on the twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth 
of Auguft, 450 *. His election was immediately commu- 
nicated to Valentinian ; and he approving it, his images 
were, according to cuftom, fent into the Weft, and receiv- 
ed at Rome on the thirtieth of March of the following 
year* The marriage was celebrated with the utmoft pomp 
and magnificence, Pulcheria being then in the fifty-firft, 
and Marcian in the fiftieth year of his age. 
His birth, He was a native of Thrace or Illyricum, defcended from 
gducation, a f am jiy 0 f no great diftin&ion, but remarkable for their 
'melu, and attachment to the orthodox faith e . As his father ferved 
tharafitr* in the army, he refolved to follow the fame profcffion ; and 
went to Philippopolis in Thrace, in order to lift himfelf in 
that fervice. On his journey he found the body of a man 
lately killed lying on the public road ; and induced by his 
good-nature, could not proceed, till he had decently in- 
terred it. This circumftance fome perfons, accidentally 
coming by, obferved, and immediately acquainted the ma- 
giftrates of Philippopolis with what they had feen \ who 
thereupon caufed Marcian to be feized and examined, and 
would have condemned him, bad not the true author of the 
murder been timely difcovered and convicted f . Marcian, 
thus reftored to liberty, lifted himfelf among the troops 
quartered at Philippopolis, and ferved as a private man in 
421, when, upon the breaking out of the war between the 
Romans and rerfians, the corps in which he ferved was 
ordered into Syria ; but Marcian, falling fick as they march- 
ed through Afia, continued a long time indifpofed at a 
place called Sydema, and thence repaired to Conftantino- 
ple, where he lifted himfelf among the troops that were 

4 Theod. p. 551. Evagr. lib* ii* cap. 1. p. 375. Theoph. p. 
Chron. Ale*, p. 738, * Niccphor, lib* xv. cap. 1. p. 595. 

f Evagr. p. 283. 

commanded 
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commanded by Ardaburius, and his fon Afpar, who, dis- 
covering him to be a man of uncommon parts, raifed him 
to the pod of their fecretary. In that ch a rafter he attended 
Afpar in 43 1) into Africa, where he was taken prifoner by 
Genferic, with many perfons of diftin&ion, Afpar himfelf 
having narrowly efcaped falling into the enemy's hands. 
All the captives of diftin&ion were, by Genferic's orders, 
brought into the palace, where while they were waiting in 
an open court till the king was at leifure to view them, 
Marcian, lying on the ground, fell alleep 3 and an eagle at 
the fame time appearing over him, fays Evagrius, and in- 
* tercepting with his extended wings the fcorching rays of 
the fun, afforded him a friendly (hade. This phenomenon 
Genferic obferved from his apartment, and concluding from 
thence that he was'deftined by Heaven to the empire, he 
granted him his liberty, after having obliged him to fwear, 
that he would never make war upon the Vandals. From 
Africa he returned to Constantinople, where he was, ac- 
cording to Theophanes s , honoured with the fenatorial dig- 
nity. Theodorus ftyles him only tribune, but adds, that 
he diftinguiftied himfelf in war h . He had by his firft wife, 
who died before his acceflion to the empire, one daughter, 
named Euphemia, whom, when he was raifed to the fove- 
reignty, he married to Anthemius, afterwards emperor of 
the Weft. All writers agree, that Marcian was a prince 
of exemplary piety, a zealous patron of the orthodox faith, 
a father to his people, a fincere friend to virtue, an enemy 
to vice and irreligion ; in ihort, a per fon endowed with 
every great and good quality becoming a prince. Some 
writers prefer him even to Conftantine and Theodofius the 
Great. He preferred none but perfons of known abilities, 
end unblemifhed characters ; for the reader will find, in 
the writers of thofe times, great encomiums beftowed, not 
only upon him but upon all thofe who were employed by 
him in the adminiftration. Fulcheria, mother to the em- PukhtrU, 
peror Valentinian, died this year in the Weft ; and was in- mot ^ er ,0 
terred at Ravenna, where her tomb is ftill to be feen *. ^'jitpw 
She is cenfured by fome writers for yielding, or inducing a „ f 
her fon to yield, Weft Illyricum to Theodofius. She had 
governed the Weftern empire with abfolute power for 
twenty-fix years, Valentinian fuffering her to rule, to the 
hour of her death, with the fame authority which (he had 
enjoyed in his minority. 

f Theoph. p. Si. h Theod. lib. i. p. 551, 1 Piofp, 

Gbron, idat. Mabil. It. Jtal. p. 39, ^p. 

In 
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Attila of- 1° tne following year 4c 1, Attila aflembled one of the 
fembUs 'a moft numerous and formidable armies we find mentioned 
jormidablc in hiftory. It confifted of Hunns, Gepidae, Oftrogoths, 
army. Rugfans, Gelonians, Burgundians, Belonatians, Squiri, 
Neurians, Baltarnse, Turingians, Bru&erians, Franks dwell- 
ing on the Neckar, Marcomans, Suevians, Q^uadians, He- 
ruli, Turcilingians, and, in fliort, of all the Northern Bar- 
barians, to the number of five, or, as others aflert, of fe- 
ven hundred thoufand men k . In raifing fo formidable an 
army, he had nothing lefs in view than to conquer both 
empires : but Marcian returning no other anfwer to his 
ambafladors, fent to demand the annual penfion or tribute 
paid by Theodofius, than that he had gold for his friends, 
and fteel for his enemies, he turned his arms firft again ft 
to make ^ a ^ ent * n i an > whom he held in the utmoft contempt, being 
ivar upon convinced that it would be no difficult undertaking to re- 
Valtnti- duce, in fpite of all oppofition, the Eaftem, after he had 
*':**, made himfelf matter of the Weftern empire. Being there- 
fore determined to make war upon Valentinian, he fent a 
folemn embafTy to that prince, demanding his fiftei Hono- 
ria, whom he pretended to be his wife, and with her half 
the Weftern empire. We have obferved before, that Ho- 
noria had maintained, by means .of her eunuclis, a private 
correfpondence with Attila, and even fent him a ring, 
which the ambalTador produced to prove their marriage. 
Valentinian anfwered, that among the Romans, women 
had no right to the imperial crown, nor to any part of the 
empire ; and at the fame time difpatched Carpilio, the fbn 
of Aetius, and feveral other pcrfons of great diftinc~r.ion, 
to the court of Attila, to convince him of the injuftice of 
his claim. 

nuhom he Attila, to the great furprize, both of Valentinian and 
endeavours deputies ihcmfelves, feemed to be fully fatisfied with 
to ective. t | jc j r rea f onnl g j am j arguments they alleged ; but it was 
only the better to deceive the unwary prince, and put in 
execution a new fcheme. Hemeric, the fon of Genferic, 
king of the Vandals, having married the daughter of Theo- 
doric, king of the Goths in Langucdoc, caufed her nofe to 
be cut off foon after, and fent her back, thus disfigured, 
to her father, upon a bare fufpicion, that flic defigned to 
poifon him. As he knew that Theoiloric would not fail 
to refent fuch an outrage, he rcfolved to anticipate 
him; and therefore fent rich prcfents tp Attila, to en- 
gage him to attack Theodoric. Attila, who wanted only 
fome pretence to enter Gaul, readily clofed with the pro* 

k Pi'ifc p. 40. Jorn. cap. 78. p. 666. Sid. Car. vii. p. 54. 

jpofal, 
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pofal, pretending at the fame time, that he might meet 
with no oppofition from the Romans, to be fully fatisfied 
with the reafons alleged by their ambafladors, and to relin- 
quifh all claim to any part of the empire ; and he fent 
Valentinian a very obliging letter, afluring him, that his 
warlike preparations were deilgned againft Theodoric 
alone ; that as to the Romans, he (hould ever look upon 
them as his friends, provided they did notefpoufe thecaufe 
of his enemy. At the fame time he allured Theodoric of 
his friendlhip, and exhorted that prince to join him againft 
the Romans, as their common enemy. 

The better to furprife Valentinian, he did not wait the 
return of the ambafladors ; but departing immediately from 
Scythia, though in the midft of winter, and directing his 
march through Germany, never halted till he reached, 
early in the fpring, the banks of the Rhine. There the 
Franks, who ftill dwelt on the German fide of that river, 
endeavoured to ftop him ; but they were eafily defeated, Ht defeats 
Childeric, the fon of Merouee, and grandfon of Clodion, thejranks, 
being taken prifoner, with his mother, and other perfons QgJ^ Un 
of diftint"Hon The Franks being defeated, and difperfed, 
Attila caufed an incredible number of boats to be built, 
cutting down for that purpofe whole forefts ; and paffing 
the Rhine without oppofition, entered Gaul. As he infinu- 
ated, that he defigned to live in friendftiip with the Romans, 
and only defired to march through their country, in order 
to make war upon the Vifigoths in Languedoc, feveral cities 
opened their gates to him ; but the rapine and violence 
which he fuffered his men to commit in the cities that had 
received him, betraying his real defign, the other cities 
(hut their gates againft him. Then pulling off the mafk, Takes end 
he befieged, took by ftorm, and pillaged, Tongres, Treves, defrays ft* 
Strafburg, Spires, Worms, Mentz, and all the towns in 
that neighbourhood. Advancing into the country, and di- 
viding his numerous army into feveral bodies, he ravaged 
the country with fire and fword ; and not only reduced and 
pillaged, but laid in a flies the cities of Arras, Laon, Befan- 
con, Toul, and Langres m . But notwith {landing the fuc- 
cefs that attended him on his firft entering Gaul, he was 
at length obliged by the Romans and Goths to quit that 
country. 

Being driven out of Gaul, he retired to Pannonia ; and, 
having reinforced his army with fupplies from Scythia, he 

1 Val. Rcr. Franc, lib. iv. p. 158. Du Chcfnc tom. i. p. 716. Sid. 
Car. vii, p. 541. m Greg. Tur, Hift, Franc, lib. ii. cap. 57. 

p. 275. Idat. p. 28. 
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Attila quits refolvcd to make an irruption into Italy, where be hoped 
and to meet with more booty, and lefs oppofition. Finding 
**<vadts t jj C paffes of the Alps unguarded, as no hoftilities were ex- 
peeled on that fide, he entered Italy towards the end of the 
year 451, as Idatius and Jornandes feem to infinuate *, or 
in the beginning of the following year 452, when Hercu- 
lanus and Sporacius were confuls. It is impoflible to ex- 
prefs the terror and confternation which fo fudden and un- 
expected an irruption occafioned, even in the mod diftant 
provinces. Aetius thought of faving himfelf by flight, and 
reining with the emperor into Gaul ; but (hame getting 
the better of his fear, he continued in Italy, and began to 
afiembJe the forces difperfed in the provinces. In the mean 
time Attila, advancing as far as Aquileia, the metropolis 
of the province called Venetia, invefted that important 
place, battering k night and day with an incredible num- 
ber of warlike engines. As it was well fortified, and de- 
tak ' H **f fended by the flower of the Roman troops, it held out, in 
mUhfevi- f P itc oi nis utmoft efforts, for the fpace of three whole 
ralathtr months, at the end of which it was taken by aflault, pil- 
atiiu laged for feveral days together, and laid in aihes, not one 
houfe being left (landing, nor one perfon alive that fell in- 
to the enemy's hands, Attila, intending, by this barbarous 
and inhuman treatment, to ftrike terror into the other 
cities, and frighten them into fubmiffion. The cities of 
Trevigio, Verona, Mantua, Cremona, Brefcia, and Ber- 
gamo, underwent the fame fate, the Barbarians raging in 
every place with fuch fury as can hardly be exprefiTed or 
conceived, and putting all to the fword, without diftin&ion 
found- of (ex, age, or condition. It is commonly believed, that 
mg of Fit- on this occafion the inhabitants of the province of Venetia, 
to avoid falling into the hands of the Hunns, retired to the 
i Hands on their coaft, and laid the foundations of a city, 
which, borrowing its name from the province, was called 
Venetian and is now known by the name of Venice 0 (A). 

n Jornand Rer. Goth. cap. 41. p. 67*. Theopb. p. 9*. 0 Por. 
At Imp. cap. iS. p. 69, 71. Val. Rer. Franc, lib. iv. p. 169. 

(A) CaiHodorus, (peaking of but hurdles ; no other food but 

rhe Venetians, as he imes them, fifli; no wealth befides their 

about fifty years after, fays, boats ; and no merchandize but 

that they inhabited the iflands fak, which they exchanged for 

of the Adriatic; that they had provifions (1). 
no other fence againft the waves 

■ 

(t) Caffiod. lib. xii. cp. 14. p. 199, 

From 
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From the province of Vcnetia he advanced to Milan, j^ilam 
then the metropolis of Liguria, which he took and pi Hag- taken and 
ed : the city of Pavia, and feveral other places in that pillaged* 
neighbourhood, he laid in a(hes, after having plundered 
them, and put the inhabitants to the fword. Perceiving 
at Milan fome pictures, reprcfenting the Roman emperors 
fitting on thrones of gold, and the Scythians, that is, the 
Goths or Hunns, pro ft rate at their feet, he caufed himfelf 
to be painted fitting on a throne, and the Roman emperors 
carrying on their moulders facks filled with gold, which 
they emptied at his feet p. From Liguria, Attila intended 
to go to Rome, which city was not in a condition to with- 
ftand him*, but his men, remembering the untimely end of 
Alaric, who died foon after he had plundered that metro- 
polis, endeavoured to divert him, notwithftanding their 
thirft after plunder, from that refolution. Attila defpifed 
that omen ; but his troops being greatly diminimed by 
want of pro vifions, and the maladies that raged among 
them, and Aetius having at the fame time, with a rein- 
forcement fent him by Marcian from the Eaft, defeated a 
party of Hunns, he defered his march to Rome, and pur- 
sued his ravages in the neighbouring provinces. 

In the mean time Valentinian, having no other re fource, 
fent envoys to Attila, with propofals for an accommoda- 
tion. At the head of this embafiy was Leo bifhop of Rome, 
a perfon famed for his eminent piety, eloquence, and learn- 
ing. His colleagues were Albienus or Avienus, who had 
been conful in 450, and Trigecius, formerly prefect. They 
found Attila on the banks of the Menzo, not far from 
Mantua, and were received with uncommon demonftra- 
tions of kindnefs and efteem. He concluded with Leo, ralmti- 
who furprifed and foftened him with his eloquence, a kind ttian corn- 
el treaty, which, it feems, was but a truce ; for he threaten- cludeS * 
ed to return to Italy, and purfue his ravages with more trea !f A * 
cruelty than ever, unlefs the princefs Honoria was fent him, 
with the (hare of the imperial treafures due to her. One of 
the articles of this treaty was, that the emperor mould pay 
an annual penfton to Attila. It was no fooner figned, than who ret Wet 
he ordered his Hunns to forbear hoftilities, and, leaving outo/ita{y % 
Italy, retired beyond the Danube *. 

In the following year, the Saracens, the Nubians, and 
the Blemmyes, broke into the empire ; but were defeated 
by the troops of Marcian, and forced to implore peace, 
which the emperor granted upon terms highly advantageous 

f torn. Rcr. Goth- cap. 42. p. 673. 9 Jorn. Rcr. Goth, cap. 41. 
p. 674-685. 

to 



Digitized by Google 



416 The Hiftoij of the 

to the empire, as Prifcus aflures us, who attended the Ro- 
man ambafladors to Damafcus, where the treaty was con- 
cluded r . 

Yr. of Fl. Attila dying in the year 4.53, feveral nations, formerly 
1801. fubdued by that conqueror, revolting from his children, 
U <?*i 4 oi °^ ta,nc ^ ^ avc °f Marcian to fettle in Thrace and lllyri- 
*'3 01, cum, almoft entirely difpeopled by the frequent incurfions 
Several of the Hunns and other Barbarians. Among thefe mention 
barbarous is made of the Squiri, Satagairx, and Alans, who, under the; 
nations conduct of Candax their king or leader, fettled in Lefler 
Thrace Scvtma > ant * Lower Moefia : to the Rugians, Sarmatians, 
andlthri' and Cemandrians, lands were granted in Illyricum, near a 
turn. place called the Caftle of Mars : to the Goths, commonly 
called Oftrogoths or Eaftern Goths, to diftinguifti them 
from the Vifigoths or Weftern Goths, who afterwards be- 
came matters of Spain, Marcian granted all Pannonia, from 
Sirmium, now Sirmifh, in Sclavonia, to Vindobona, at 
prefent Vienna, in Auftria, a large tract, comprifing many 
cities. Thefe Goths were then governed by three brothers, 
Valemir, Theodomir, the father of Theodoric the Great, 
afterwards king of Italy, and Vidimir, who divided that 
cxtenfive country among them, Valemir fettling in the 
Eaftern part of it, Theodomir in the Weftern, and Vidimir 
between the other two. The Goths, as well as the other 
Barbarians, acknowleged the authority of the Conftantino- 
politan emperors, and were fubjecls of the empire ; but at 
the fame time their princes claimed an uncontrolled autho- 
rity over their own people, and frequently waged war with 
each other. Even one of the fons of Attila, named Ernac, 
and feveral other Hunns, fubmitred to the Romans, who 
granted them lands on the moft diftant borders of Lefler 
Scythia, in Dacia, and amongft the Sarmatians in lllyri- 
7 he em- cum. At this juncture died the emprefs Pulcheria, 
pre/s Pul- daughter to Arcadius, fifter to Theodofius II. and wife to 
ckeriadiit. Marcian. She left by her will, which was confirmed and 
executed with great fidelity by Marcian, the immenfc 
wealth of which flie was poflefled, and her rich moveables, 
to the poor *. She was a woman of moft extraordinary parts, 
and is, on account of her exemplary piety, honoured both 
by the Greeks and Latins with the title of Saint. 
The dif- The following year is remarkable for the downfal and 
grace and death of that great commander Aetius, owing chiefly to the 
*Aelhif malicious infinuations of Heraclius the eunuch, who, hav- 
ing gained an abfolute afcendant over the emperor, eafily 

' Evagr. lib. ii. cap. 5. p. 195. Prifc. p. 40. Niccph. lib. xv. cap. 9. 
p. 61, «Marc.Chron. 

perfuaded 
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perfuaded the weak prince, that Aetius afpired to the em- 
pire, and maintained a private correfpondence with the 
Barbarians, in order to raife himfelf by their afliftance to 
the imperial dignity. Aetius, on his fide, gave fome occa- 
fion to the accufations of the eunuch, by pre fling the em- 
peror with too much eagernefs to perform the promifc he 
had made, of marrying his eidcft daughter Eudocia to Gau- 
dentius the generate fon. His importunity gave weight to 
the calumnies of Heraclius, and confirmed the weak and 
jealous emperor in his fufpicions, which, according to 
Gregory of Tours l , and all the writers of thofe times, 
were altogether groundlefs. But, after all, his treachery 
towards count Bonifacius, and feveral others, plainly prove, 
that he did not on all occafions fcruple faciificing his con- 
science and honour to his preferment and grandeur. Some 
pietend, but without any pofitive proof, and probably with- 
out foundation, that he was the fecret abettor of all the dif- 
turbances that happened during his adminiftration B . Pe- 
tronius Maximus is faid to have greatly contributed to the 
death of Aetius, by urging the eunuchs of the court to 
pcrfuade the emperor, that he aimed at nothing lefs than 
the fovereignty. The view of Maximus was probably to 
remove the only perfon who fcreened the prince from the 
vengeance he was refolved to take upon him for a late 
affront w . 

However that be, the death of Aetius being refolved on, 
Valentinian ordered him to attend him in the palace, pre- 
tending to have fome affair of the utmoft importance to 
communicate. Aetius obeyed the fummons, attended by *' 
Boetius, the preefe&us praetorio, his intimate friend, and fe- J.^/? 



veral others. But Aetius alone was admitted into the deled by 
prince's chamber which he had no fooner entered than Valentin 
Valentinian ran him through with his fword ; and, with »'««• 
the afliftance of the officers about him, particularly of He- 
raclius, difpatched him in a moft barbarous and inhuman 
manner x . Thus fell the beft general of his age, the terror 
of Attila, the bulwark of the Weftem provinces, fays Sido- 
nius, by the hand of the greateft coward in the whole em- 
pire. We are told, that Valentinian, having one day afked 
a Roman whether he had done well in difpatching Aetius, 
the Roman anfwered, that he could not tell whether he 
had done well or not, but thought he had cut off his right 
hand with his left *. The prefect Boetius, and all thofe 

t Greg. Tur. Hift. Fran, lib. ii. cap. 8. p. *77» Valef. p. 175. 
uVal.p.176. Buch. Belg. p. 318. w Jorn. Reg. Suev. p. 654. 

x Idat. p. 30. r Pcrfec. Vand. Hift. lib. i, cap. 4. p. 187. 

Vol. XIV. E e who 
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who had attended Aetius to the palace, were likewife difc 
patched, being called one after the other into the emperor's 
chamber. This bloody tragedy was acled, according to 
'i heophanes, at Rome *. Valentinian immediately dis- 
patched ambafTadors to the Suevians, and other foreign na- 
tions, to acquaint them with the death of Aetius, and 
confirm the treaties that general had concluded with them. 
But the news of that great man's death encouraged fome of 
them to make irruptions into the empire. In the beginning 
of the following year, the Armorici were under daily ap- 
prehenfions of feeing the Saxons on their coafts \ the AIc- 
mans pafled the Rhine near Bafle, and the Franks laid waftc 
the territories of Mentz and Rhcims a . 

In the year 455, when Valentinian was con ful the eighth 
time, with Anthemius, fon-in-law to the emperor Marcian, 
the Weftern empire was involved in terrible calamities. 
The emperor Valentinian was murdered on the feventeenth 
of March, and the empire feized by Petronius Maximus, 
grand fon to Magnus Clemens Maximus, who, having 
ufurped the fovereignty in 383, was taken and killed by 
Theodofi us the Great. Authors give us the following ac- 
count of the unhappy end of Valentinian, and ufurpation of 
Valenti- Maximus. The latter having married a lady equally fa- 
nian falls mous for her beauty and chaftity, Valentinian fell paflion- 
w//Tm* ately- in love with her; but her virtue being proof againft. 
wife of a ^ ms prefents, menaces, and promifes, he had recourfe to 
Maximus. the following artifice : he fent one day for Maximus to 
play with him at dice ; and, having won a confiderable 
fum, obliged him to leave his ring as a pledge for the pay- 
ment of it. This ring he fent privately to the wife of Ma- 
ximus, defiring her in her hufband's name to repair to the 
palace, and wait upon the emprefs. The lady, knowing 
the ring, went to the palace, in compliance with the fup- 
pofed orders of her hulband ; but was conducted by fome 
perfons, employed for that purpofe, to a remote apartment, 
where Valentinian, without any regard to her tears and en- 
treaties, robbed her by force of that which was infinitely 
more dear to her than life. Upon her return home, (he 
burft into a flood of tears, reproaching, in moft bitter terms, 
her hufband, whom {he believed privy to her di (honour, and 
his own infamy. Maximus, on the other hand, then firft 
apprifed of the emperor's wicked artifice, acquainted his 
wife with it» determined at all events to be revenged on 
Valentinian b . 

» 

* Theoph. p. ot. a Sid. Car. vii. p. 544. b Procop. BelK 
Vand. lib. it. cap. 4. p. 186, 1S7. 
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Purfuant to this rcfolution, he applied to the friends of Maximus* 
Aetius, whom the emperor had lately murdered, efpecially to rwengt 
to Trauftila and Optila, or Occylla, two Barbarians, who thevioUna 
had ferved under that general, and had been diftinguiflied , Jhfii? 
by him with particular marks of kindnefs and efteem. i e " t}nmn tt 
Thefe officers undertook to revenge the death of tfieir old bt mur* 
commander, and at the fame time the diftionour offered to dertd* 
Maximus ; accordingly falling upon Valentinian, while he 
was diverting himfelf in the Campus Martius at Rome, they 
firft killed his favourite eunuch Heraclius, who intrepidly 
interpofed, and endeavoured to fave his mafter ; and then 
difpatched the emperor himfelf, with many wounds, in the 
fight of the whole court c (D). Valentinian was murdered 
on the feventeenth of March 455, after having lived thirty- 
four years, and reigned twenty-nine, and about five months, 
reckoning from the twenty-third of October 425, when he 
was firft declared Auguftus. His tomb is fuppofed to be 
flill extant at Ravenna. 

As he had very llender parts, he was entirely governed Yr °f 
by the eunuchs of" the court, who difpofed, at their pleafure, ^*p° 3 " 
of all the great offices, facrificing the good of the public, u.'c/i joj! 
and the honour of the prince, to their private intereft and — — 
ambition. He had not courage enough to head his armies Tfu cha- 
in perfon 5 and, befides, was, by his effeminate education, raSer of 
become altogether incapable of bearing the toils of a mili- ^fj^ tl ' 
tary life. The only journeys he undertook were from Ra* 
venna to Rome, and from Rome to Ravenna, keeping him- 
felf in both places locked up in his palace with a herd of 
eunuchs, and indulging, without reftraint, his brutal in- 
clinations, though married to one of the moil beautiful 
women of that age d . 

The day after his death Maximus, the author of it, af- Maximus 
fumed the purple; and, being faluted by the Roman peo- eJI u ™<*tk* 
pie with the title of Auguftus, immediately raifed his fon ^ #f * * 
Palladius to the dignity of Caefar. Maximus was fprung 

« Marc. Idat. Caffiod. Chron. Evagr. cap. 7. p. 19S. Jorrt. Reg. 
Suev. p. 654. Greg. Tur. p. 177. d Theoph. p 93. Zon. 

p. 40. Conft. ManafT. p. 51. Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i. cap. j. p. 182. 

(D) Procopius, and John of leaft notice of the outrage, a- 

Antioch, who evidently copies fcribe the death of Valentinian 

from him, are the only authors to the unbounded ambition of 

who mention the indignity of- Maximus, not to be fatisfied 

fered to Maximus. Sidonius with any thing lefs than the 

and Idatius, without taking the empire itfelf (t). 

(1) Sid. lib. ii. ep. 13. p. 57. Idat. p. 41* 
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from an illuftrious family in Rome, and had difcharged the 
firft offices in the ftate with great applaufe and reputation. 
He was pofleffed of immenfe wealth, which he (hared and 
enjoyed with his friends, leading an eafy and indolent life, 
and indulging himfelf in all the divcrfions and recreations 
which his plentiful eftate could afford. Hence he no fooner 
began to feel the anxieties infeparable from a crown, efpe- 
cially when acquired by unlawful means, than he repented 
the ftep he had taken, panting after his former condition. 
Sidonius relates that, the very firft night he lodged in the 
palace, he was heard crying out, " Happy Damocles, whofe 
reign began and ended with a dinner !" It is even faid he 
had refolved to abandon Rome, of quitting the enGgns of 
majefty, and refuming, in fome corner of Italy, his former 
mndap- method of life *. But being diverted from that refolution 
points dvi-, by his friends, he appointed Avitus, then in Gaul, com- 
tus com- mander in chief of the Roman armies, who immediately 
"hZ/oYall difpatched Meffianus to acquaint Theodoric, king of the 
the Roman Vifigoths, with the acceflion of Maximus to the empire. 
for us. That general went foon after to confer in pcrfon with the 
Gothic king, and entered Touloufe, attended by Theodoric 
himfelf on his right hand, and one of the prince's brothers 
on his left. He was upon the point of concluding a treaty 
with Theodoric, when he unexpectedly received the dif- 
agreeable tidings of the death of Maximus, which put him 
Eudoxia u P on other meafures. The wife of Maximus dying foon 
being for' after the outrage offered her, the ufurper, that he might 
ted to mar~ have fome title to the crown, obliged Eudoxia, the deceafed 
ry him* in- emperor's widow, to marry him, contrary to her inclina- 
yitisGtn- t j on> a f ew ^ays after the murder of her hufband ; and at 

iJIV* 9 tne f arae l * me married her daughter Eudocia to his foa 
J ' Palladius. 

Eudoxia, who had loved Valentinian with great tender- 
nefs, highly provoked at feeing herfelf married, again ft her 
will, to the very perfon who had deprived him both of his 
life and empire, refolved, whatever it coft her, to revenge 
the death of her former hufband, and the affront offered in 
her perfon to his bed. Blinded, therefore, with pa (lion, 
and third of revenge, (he took fuch meafures as proved fa- 
tal to herfelf, to Rome, and all Italy. Expecting no a fli fi- 
ance from Marcian, unwilling perhaps to engage in a civil 
war, (he difpatched atrufty meflenger to Genferic in Africa, 
conjuring him to revenge the death of his friend and ally 
Valentinian, and to refcue her out of the arms of a tyrant, 
the murderer of her hufband f . Some authors affirm, that 

« Sid. lib. ii. ep. 13. p. 57, 58. * Evagr. lib. ii. cap. 7. p. 498. 
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fhe wrote to the king of the Vandals with her own hand, * 
alluring him, that he would meet with no great refiftance 
in Italy, and promifing to affift him to the utmofl of her 
power. This meflage was very acceptable to Genferic, who 
had long wifhed for fuch an opportunity, which he em- 
braced with great joy ; and putting to fea without lofs of 
time, fleered his courfe to Rome. When his numerous 
fleet firft appeared, the chief citizens, and perfons of dif- 
tin&ion, ftruck with terror and difmay, inftead of putting 
themfelves in a pofture of defence, thought only of con- 
fulting their fafety by flight K Among thefe was Maximus 
himfelf ; but, as he was flying with his court, the popu- 
lace, exafperated againft him for thus fhamefully abandon- 
ing thofe whom it was his duty to protect, rifing on a fud- 
den, purfued him with fhowers of ftones ; which infult Maximus 
fome of Valentinian's officers obferving, they threw them- murdered. 
felves upon him ; and a Roman foldier, named Urfus, gave 
him the fatal blow h . His body was ignominioufly dragged 
through the chief ftreets of the city ; and, after it had lain 
fome time expofed to the infults ot the incenfed multitude, 
thrown into the Tiber. Such was the end of the ufurper 
Maximus, after he had lived about fixty years, and borne 
the title of emperor three months. His Ton Palladius is 
fuppofed to have undergone the fame fate. 

Three days after the death of Maximus, Genferic entered Rom token 
Rome without oppofition, and abandoned it to the mercy Jjjjj?" 
of his Vandils, ftri£lly enjoining them, however, not to Q en r er \ <t 
fet fire to trie city, nor fhe.d the blood of the inhabitants, 
purfuant to the promife he had made to Leo the Great, 
then bifhop of Rome, who had gone out to meet him 
They continued in the city fourteen days, pillaging not only 
the private houfes, but ftripping the public buildings of all 
their rich ornaments, and even the churches of their facred 
veffels. They took an incredible number of captives, every 
one fcizing fuch women as they liked beft, and, amongft 
the men, thofe who they thought would be of moft fervice 
to them. Genferic himfelf forced the imperial palace; 
and having feized on the trcafure, and all the rich move- 
ables, he caufed them to be put on board a vefTel, with the 
cmprefs Eudoxia, her two daughters Placidia and Eudocia, Eudoxia 
and Gaudentius the fon of Aetius, and carried them all and her 
into captivity. Amongft the fpoils, mention is made of a dan^htere 
great many Itatues, with which a veflel was loaded ; of half J*™^ '** 
the covering of the Capitol, which was of brafs plated over , " 

t Sid. p. 174. k Procop. p. 186. Jornand. Rer. Goth. cap. 45. 
p. $77. 4 Thcopn. p. 93. Vi£t. Profp. Chron. 

E e 3 with 



Digitized by Google 



TbeHiJloiy of the 

with gold ; of facrcd veflels of gold, enriched with pre-? 
cious ftones ; and of thofe which had been formerly taken 
by Titus out of the temple of Jerufalem, and brought to 
Home. 

Genferic, having thus dripped the city of all its wealth, 
and valuable ornaments, returned with his fleet to Africa ; 
but loft in his paflage the {hip that carried the ftatues k . 
Marcian, fenfibly affected with the misfortune of Eudoxia, 
and the two princefles her daughters, earneftly entreated 
Genferic to fet them at liberty ; but he, defpifing both his 
entreaties and menaces, kept them till the year 462, when 
he fent back Eudoxia, with her fecond daughter Plactdia, 
to Leo, the fucceffor of Marcian. Eudocia he married to 
Hunneric his eldeft fon, who had by her Hilderic, after- 
wards king of the Vandals in Africa K In the Eaft, Mar- 
cian enacted this year a famous law, wherein he allowed 
every one to bequeath to the eccleiiaftics and monks what 
they pleafed, and revoked the laws of the other emperors 
his predeceffors, forbidding widows and deaconefles to leave 
any thing in their wills to the church m (C). Avitus 

k Theoph. p. 93. Evagr. p. 98. Procop. p. 189. l Theod. 
lib. i. p. 55*. Prifc. p. 41. « Cod. TJ.eod. Nov. lib. iii. tit. 5. 

(C) The chronicle of Idatius tinian III. and Theodofius II. 

has been of great ufe to us in but by fome in the very begin- 

writing the hiftory of Valenti- ning, by others in the latter 

nian's reign. He was a native end, of the reign of Theodofius. 

of Lamego in the province of This Notitia contains a fuc- 

Beira, belonging then to Gali. cinc"t account of the Mate of the 

cia, but at prefent tp the king- empire in thofe times, that is, 

dom pf Portugal. He was or- of the provinces, and their go- 

dained bifhop ot Aqua: Flavian, vernors ; of the other magif- 

in Galicia, in the third year of trates, both civil and military, 

the reign of Valentinian III. their titles, and officers - t of 

that is, about the year 427. their land and fea-forces; of 

Notwith (landing the wars and their foot and horfe ; of their 

difturbances that reigned in his troops, both Roman and fo- 

time all over the empire, efpe- reign, and the places where 

cially in Spain, he wrote a they were quartered. To the 

chronicle, which is, properly Notitia is added a defer iption of 

f peaking, a continuation ot that Rome by an anonymous au- 

pf St. Jerom,. He carries it thor, who is fuppofed to have 

down to the third vear of An* written under Valentinian III. 

themius*s reign, in 469, the To this defcription of Rome, 

forty-firft of his epifcopacy* father L'Abbe adds one of Con- 

The work intitled Notitia Im- itantinople, done likewiie by an 

perii is fuppofed to have been anonymous writer, either in the 

tyritten in the reign of Valcn- reign of Arcadius, or of Tneo- 

dofiui, 
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Avitus, or Flavius Miecilius Avitus, as he is ftyled on an 
ancient medal m , had been appointed by Maximus com- 
mander in chief of all the Roman forces, arid was at the 
court of Theodoric, king of the Vifigoths, when he receiv- 
ed intelligence of the death of the ufurper. He immedi- Avitus 
ately acquainted Theodoric with what had happened, who t™**™** 
thereupon prtrfled him to affume the purple, and even q ou i ou f e 
caufed him to be proclaimed' emperor by the Goths in and afttr 
Touloufe, on the tenth of July of the prefent year, pro- at ArUs. 
mifing to fupport him in his new dignity with the whole 
ftrength of his kingdom °. However, he did not affume 
the title of emperor till the eighth of Auguft, when he was 
proclaimed by the Roman army at Aries, and by all the 
chief men in Gaul. Theodoric went immediately, attend- 
ed by his brothers, to Aries, to congratulate the new prince 
on his acceflion to the empire, and was received by him as 
a perfon to whom he was chiefly indebted for the dignity 
he enjoyed p . From Aries the emperor fet out for Rome, 
where he was received by the populace with great demon- 
ftrations of joy. Marcian, who had nothing fo much at 
heart as the public welfare and tranquility, gladly approv- 
ed of his promotion, and acknowlcged him for his col- 
league. Genferic putting to fea with a numerous fleet, and Genftric 
a confiderable army on board, with a defign to ravage the d f e ' ee t** < L? t 
coafts of Italy or Gaul, was overtaken near Cornea by the fUj^ l * 
Roman fleet, under the command of Ricimer, and totally 
defeated. Ricimer, ftyled by fome Richimer or Richemer, Who RUi* 
was fprung from the royal family of the Suevians ; but as tner was* 
his mother was the daughter of Vallia, king of the Goths, 
be is commonly looked upon rather as a Goth than a Sue- 
vian. He ferved from his youth in the Roman armies, flis ck*. 
and acquiied fuch reputation by his warlike exploits, ra & tr * 
that Sidonius gives him the title of Invincible, and 
Jornandes ftyles him the bell commander of his age * ; 
Sidouius prefers him for courage to Sylla, for pru- 
dence to Fabius, for good-nature to Metellus, for elo- 
quence to Appius, for vigour and refolution to Fulvius, 

ft Goltz. p. 135. °Greg. Tur lih ii. cap. n. p. 180. p Wat. 
p. 31. llidor. Chron. s Joro. cap. 4.5. p. 678. 

dofius the Younger. The trea- who feems to have been a pri- 

tife De Rebus Bellicis, which vate perfon, and to have pro- 

L'Abbe adds to it, is fuppofed fcfled the ftudy of philofophy, 

to have been written about the is not known (1). 
{arne time j but the author, 

(0 ldat. Chron. J.* Abb. Script, torn. ii. Du Pin, tom.W, p. 557* 
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and for addrefs to Camillus But thcfc good qualities 
were over-balanced by vices ; he was a man without faith, 
honour, or honefty ; ambitious to fuch a degree, that, not 
fatisfied with being commander in chief of all the forces of 
the Weft, patrician, and fon-in-law of an emperor, raifed 
and depofed emperors at his pleafure. This unbounded 
ambition prompted him to murder four emperors, three of 
whom had been raifed by himfelf, and to inflame and pri- 
vately affift the avowed enemies of that empire, which he 
was by the ftrongeft ties bound to protedr, and defend* 
°^ ^* Elated with his fuccefs over Genferic, inftead of purfuing 
A.*D°456. ne '^turned to Rome, and revolting with Majorianus, 
U.C. 1304. obliged the fenate to declare Avitus unworthy of the em- 
■ ■ ■ pire \ a decree which no fooner came to the prince's ears, 
Avitus wno was then in Gaul, than he haftened to Italy; but 
&P°f"l' U pon his arrival at Placentia, he was dripped by Ricimer 
of all the enfigns of majefty *. Theophanes writes,, that 
Avitus was defeated in battle by Ricimer on the fixteenth 
of O&ober 1 ; fo that he had fcarce reigned fourteen 
months: Being thus divefled of the purple, he caufed him- 
felf to be ordained bifhop of Placentia ; but the fenate in- 
filling upon his being put to death, he withdrew from Pla- 
centia, with a defign to take fan&uary in the church of St. 
Julian at Brioude, in Auvergne, the place of his nativity. 
Gregory of Tours adds, that he died on the road, and his 
body was brought to Brioude, and buried near that of the 
holy martyr Julian. The next confuls were Conftantine 
and Rufus, belonging both to the Eaftern empire, no em- 
Yr. of Fl. peror being yet chofen in the Weft. In the beginning of 
*1°S' the year 457, died the emperor Marcian, after having reign- 
U C 1305' ec * y^rs, five months, and two days. His death Theo- 
. dorus, furnamed the Reader, afcribes to his having aflifted 

Marcian at a proceflion on the twenty-lixth of January u . Marcian 
dies* is commended, by all the writers of thofe times, for the in- 
nocence and fimplicity of his manners, for his extraordinary 
piety, and zeal for the purity of religion w . Leo, bifhop 
of Rome, calls him a prince of blefied and venerable me- 
mory ; and the Greeks honour him with the title of Saint, 
celebrating his feftival, with that of the emprefs Pulche- 
ria, on the feventeenth of February. He was buried in, 
the church of St. Zea, at Conftantinople, which he had 
Uo pro- built. 

flailed A ^ ew days a ^ tcr tne death of Marcian, Leo was pro* 
emperor, claimed emperor, with the unanimous confent of the fe- 

» Sid. Car. v. p. 317. « Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. 11. p. *So« 

t Tbeoph. p. 94. » Theod. lib. i. p. 650. w Evagr. 

lib. ii. p. 199. Idat. Marc. &. Chron. Alex. p. 747, 

nate, 



Digitized by Google 



Eqftern and Weft em Empire. 425 

natc, people, and foldiery, and crowned by Anatolius, pa- 
triarch of Conftantinople r . This is the nrft infbnce we 
find in hiftory of a prince's receiving the crown at the 
bands of a bifhop. Leo, diftinguiftied by the Greeks with His birth, 
the furname of the Great, was, accordingto the moftpro- edttc * tton » 
bable opinion, a native of Thrace, and on that account is m f n jf & Ct 
commonly called Leo the Thracian. He had ferved from 
his youth in the Roman armies, and commanded a body 
of troops encamped at Selymbria, in Thrace, when be was 
raifed to the empire. His prudence, moderation, impar- 
tiality in the adminiftration of juftice, exemplary piety, 
and zeal for the Catholic religion, are greatly extolled by 
the writers who flouriftied in thofe times. Leo is faid to 
have owed his promotion to the patrician Afpar, of whom 
we have made frequent mention, and his fon Ardaburius, 
who not daring, though very powerful, to aflume the pur- 
ple themfelves, as they were Arians by religion, and not 
Romans by birth, conferred it upon Leo, in whofe name 
they hoped to reign ; and we are told, that Leo promifed 
to raife one of Afpar's fons to the dignity of Caefar r. In, 
the very beginning' of his reign, great difturbances were 
raifed by the Eutychians in Alexandria, who, hearing of 
the death of Marcian, rofe in a tumultuous manner, mur- 
dered the Catholic bifhop Proterus, and chofe in his room 
one of their own feet, named Timotheus Elurus. The 
tumult was foon quelled ; but the authors of it, putting 
themfelves under the protection of Afpar, a zealous patron 
of Arianifm, were fcreened from the punifhment due to 
their wickednefs *. 

In the Weft, after an interregnum of about three months, Majoria- 
during which time Ricimer governed with abfolute power, nusraiftd 
Majorianus was proclaimed emperor by the fenate, the 
people, and the foldiery, Ricimer propofing him as a per- rlrfa'* * 
ion in every refpe£r. well qualified for that high ftation. 
All we know of his family is, that his father nad ferved 
with great reputation under Aetius, and was afterwards 
raifed to the office of treafurcr of the empire. His mother 
was the daughter of Majorianus, appointed by Theodofius 
I. or rather by Gratian, in 379, general of the Roman 
borfe and foot in Pannonia. From him the emperor took 
the name of Majorianus. He was raifed to the empire in 
the flower of his age, having already given feveral inftances, 
not only of his courage and military abilities, but of his 
generofity, moderation, and other amiable qualities. Pro- 

* Thcoph. p. 95. Theod. p. 568. Marc. Chron. X Zonar. 
p. 4.0. * Cedren.p. 346. Leo, cp. ng. p. 671. 
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copius fays, that he furpaflTed in every virtue all the princes 
who had reigned before him a . He lived from his child- 
hood in great intimacy with Ricimer, and therefore was 
eafily prevailed upon by him to revolt from Avitus. Soon 
after the depofition of that prince he was raifed to the pod 
of general in the room of Ricimer, who was created pa- 
. trician, probably by Matcian, or Leo his fucceflbrj for the 
emperor of the Eaft is fuppofed to have governed the 
Weftern empire during the interregnum b . He had not 
been long general when he was proclaimed emperor, at a 
place about fix miles from Ravenna, called the Little Pil- 
lars*. In the beginning of his reign, a civil war being 
kindled among the Suevians, they concluded a peace with 
the Romans, that is, with the natives, who ftill held fe- 
veral fortrefies in Galicia, and acknowleged the authority 
Li/bo* of the emperor ; but notwithstanding this peace, they made 

taken by themfelves matters of Liibon, after being admitted into the 
the S*t- c j t y as f r i ent i s * m 

****** In the following year, when the two emperors, Leo and 

Majorianus, were confuls, the Vandals made a defcent on 
Yr. of Fl. the coaft of Campania ; but Majorianus marching againft 
1806. them, defeated their forces in the neighbourhood of SinueiTa, 
A. D. 45*. between the Garigliano and the Volturno, put great numbers 
130 * to the fword, among w hom was the brother-in-law of Gen- 
Iht Van- f cr * c tne * r commander, and obliged the reft to fave them- 
dah de- felves on board their fleet, which failed immediately for 
ftattdby Africa e . Majorianus refolved to purfue them thither, and 
Mapria- t0 attempt the recovery of that wealthy country, applied 
mu ' himfelf to the fitting out of a powerful fleet ; and had, be- 

fore the end of this year, aitembled a great number of 
troops, and above three hundred veflels. But of this en- 
terprize hereafter. In the Eaft the city of Antioch was 
almoft ruined by an earthquake, which happened on the 
fourteenth of September. Scarce a fingle houfe was left 
ftanding in the new city, the mod beautiful quarter of that 
metropolis f . 

JiSajerianus Next year, when Magnus and Apollonius were confuls, 
ref.lves to Majorianus leaving Aries, directed his march towards 
pafs tver Spain, which he entered in the month of May, with a 
A J riea ' defign to pafs over from thence into Africa Genferic, 
flrprfid alarmed at the great preparations that were carrying on in 
by the Van- all the ports of the empire, fued for peace ; but his propo- 
jtis. fals being rejected, he difpatched a fquadron of his beft 

a Procop. Bell. Vand. lih. i. p. 194. b Vide Valef. p. 186. 

« Jom. Rer. Succ p. 654. Marc.Chron. d Idat. p. 37. e Sid. 
Car. v p. 3*5. f Evag. lib. ii. cap, 12. Theoph. p. 95. 6 Idat. 
Marc- Chrun. Prlfc p 41, 
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fliips, with orders to attack the Roman fleet riding in the 
bay of Alicant; which fervice they performed with fuch 
fuccefs, that they took moil of the Roman (hips, and re- 
turned with them in triumph to Africa. This misfortune, 
which was chiefly owing to the treachery of thofe on board 
the Roman fleet, put a (top to the enterprize, and obliged 
Majorianus to return to Aries ; whence he iflued orders 
for equipping another fleet. But in the mean time Gen- 
feric, dreading the arms and valour of Majorianus, dif- 
patched ambafladors to him with new propofals; which he 
accepted, as they were very advantageous to the empire h . 
Thus a peace was concluded between Majorianus and Gen- 
feric 5 but the articles of the treaty have not been trans- 
mitted to pofterity. 

In the Eaft nothing happened this year that deferves no- 
tice, except an earthquake, which overturned great part of 
the city of Cyzicus. In the following year, 461, Ricimer, 
who had raifed Majorianus to the empire, thinking himfelf 
neglecled, and jealous of the great reputation that prince 
had gained by his wife and vigorous adminiftration, refolved 
to depofe him ; accordingly, having got him by treachery y r . Q f pj # 
into his power, as he was returning from Gaul to Rome, 2809* 
he ftripped him of the imperial ornaments at Tortona in the A. D. 49 u 
Milaneie, on the lecond of Auguft, and caufed him, on the ^■^• I 3°9* 
feventh of the fame month, to be aiTailinated at Iria, now TT"! ~ * 
Voghera, after he had reigned three years and "tome nus fur- 
months Majorianus, in whofe reign the empire feemed prifedby 
in a manner to revive, being thus removed, Ricimer pro- Ricimer, 
claimed Severus at Ravenna, on the nineteenth of Novem- a * d P ut *• 
ber, that he might reign in his name, the new prince be- se%erm 
ing entirely unqualified for that high ftation. All we know made em- 
of him is, that he was a native of Lucania k . In the Eaft, peror. 
Leo refufing to pay the ufual pennon to Valamir, Theodo- 
mir, and Widemir, kings of the Oftrogoths, whom Mar- 
cian had allowed to fettle in Pannonia, they flew to arms, 
laid wafte great part of Illyricum, and reduced feveral cities; 
but Anthemius, fon-in-law to the late emperor Marcian, 
having obliged them to retire into Pannonia, they heark- 
ened to the offers that were made by Leo to renew the an- 
cient alliance between them and the empire. A peace was 
accordingly concluded, and the famous Theodoric, after- 
wards king of Italy, then in the eighth year of his age, de- 
livered to Leo as a hoftage But of him we (hall have 

* Procop. p. 194. 1 Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 45. p. 678. Evag. 

lib. ii. cap 7. p. 199. k Jorn. Reg. Suec. cap. 46. p. 654. 

Tfceoph. p. 97. Idat. p. 40. Onuph. p. 306. Evag. p, 70. 1 Prifc 
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frequent occafion to fpeak in the hiftory of the Oftrogoths 
in Italy. 

Genferic, pretending not to be bound by the late treaty 
with Majorianus, after chat prince's death, fent a powerful 
fleet to pillage the coafts of Sicily and Italy, and made him- 
MareeUi- felf matter of Sardinia m . The fame year Marcellinus, or, 
nus tjla- as Procopius calls him, Marcellianus, who had ferved 
bhjhesa g rca t reputation in the Roman armies, no longer able 

vtrtigntj t0 ^ ear tne nau g nt y behaviour of Ricimer, revolted from 
in Dalma" Severus, and, retiring into Dalmatia, eftablifhed a new fo- 
j/« . vereignty, independent of the empire n . The inhabitants 

of Italy, feeing themfelves at the fame time threatened by 
Marcellinus and Genferic, had recourfe to Leo, emperor 
of the Eaft, who immediately difpatched ambafladors to 
Genferic and Marcellinus. The latter, fatisfied to fee 
hirafelf acknowleged by Leo, prince of the country which 
foe had feized, promifed not to moleft the Romans. But 
Genferic openly declared that he would liften to no terms, 
till the effects of yalentinian were delivered up to him ; 
which he claimed becaufe his fon Hunneric had married 
Eudocia, that prince's eldeft daughter. However, he re- 
ftored to Leo Eudoxia, the widow of Valentinian, and 
Placidia, her fecond daughter j who being foon after mar- 
ried to Olybrius, of whom hereafter, Genferic declared he 
would wage an eternal war with the Weftern empire, un- 
lefs Olybrius, brother-in-law to his fon, was raifed to the 
imperial dignity °. To this low ebb was the Roman gran- 
deur reduced by the death of Maj onanus, and tne admi- 
*The V\ft- niftration of Ricimer. In the courfe of the following year 
goths di- jEgidius gained a fignal victory over the Vifigoths in Gaul ; 
{s^fb* a next year Rufticus, or Rufticius, and Olybrius, being 
jEeidius. con ^ u ^ s « Beorgor, king of the Alans, having entered Italy 
The Alans with a confulerable army, was oppofed by Ricimer in the 
dtfiattdby neighbourhood of Bergamo, and, on the fixth of February, 
Ricimtr. cut Q f^ w j tn a n his men. Whence thefe Alans came is 
uncertain. About the fame time jEgidius died in Gaul, 
either by poifon or afuflination, and upon his death the 
Vifigoths fubdued the greater part of Gaul. 
Yr. of Fl. In 465, when Bafilifcus and Hermencricus were confuls, 
*8i3« Severus died at Rome, after having borne the name of em- 
A. D. 465. p er or almolt four years. He is fuppofed to have been poi- 
' foned by Ricimer p . His death was followed by an inter- 
feverus regnum of almoft two years, Ricimer ruling, during that 
din. time, with abfolute power ; but not daring, as he was by 

m Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. iv. cap. 6. p. 19a. .» Phot. cap. 24a. 
• Idat. p. 3a. Prifc p. 42. Sid. Car. ii- p. 349, r Jotn. p. 654* 
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birth a Barbarian, to take upon him the title of emperor. 
The fame year a violent fire breaking out in Conftantinoplc, A great jirt 
reduced to aflies eight of the fourteen quarters into which at Con/Ian- 
that city was divided. However, it was at laft extinguiflied, f^tinople. 
after it had raged with incredible fury for the fpace of fix 
whole days, and as many nights The following year, 
when the emperor Leo alone was conful the third time, Ri- 
cimer aflembled a powerful fleet, with a defign to attempt 
the recovery of Africa ; but was, by contrary and violent 
winds, which continued blowing the whole fummer, obliged 
to drop that enterprize. During the confulfliip of Pufa?U6 
and Johannes, the interregnum ended in the Weft. An- Anthemius 
themius was, with the confent and apprbbation of Rici- raifed to 
nier, declared emperor, notwithstanding the great intcreft theemptre- 9 
made by Genferic in favour of Olybrius, brother-in-law to 
his fon. Anthemius was a native of Conftantinople, de- y r . 0 f Fl. 
fcended from an ancient, illuftrious, and wealthy family, 2815. 
•and was, at the time of his promotion, count of the Eaft. A. D. 467. 
He had fome claim to the empire, having married Marciana, u - c - '3'5« 
the only daughter of the late emperor Marcian, by whom 
he had three fons and one daughter. He had been conful 
in 455, and was foon after, though very young, raifed to 
the dignity of patrician, and the poftof general. Sidonius, 
his panegyrift, writes, that, upon the death of Marcian, no 
one thought of conferring the empire on Leo, till Anthe- 
mius had refufed it r . Theophanes ftyles him a mod Chrif- 
tian prince *. Soon after his nomination, he left Conftan- 
tinople, and departed for Italy, attended by a great num- 
ber of chofen troops, and feveral counts, with other per- 
fons of diftin&ion, among whom was Marcellinus prince of 
Dalmatia, whom Leo had perfuaded to join the new em- 
peror, and, jointly with him, make war upon the Vandals l . 
Anthemius was received at Rome by the fenate and people and pro- 
with the greateft demonftrations of joy, and proclaimed at d****** ** 
a place about three miles from Rome, called Bontrota u . m * 
A few days after he gave his daughter in marriage to Rici- 
mer, purfuant to a private agreement between that general 
and the two princes. 

In the mean time Genferic, highly provoked againft Leo Genferic 
for having preferred Anthemius, and not Olybrius, to the ravages 
empire, fent a powerful fleet, which ravaged Peloponnefus, ** e G J eflt 
and the Greek iflands. Leo refolved to avenge the affront n ' 
offered to the Eaftern empire. Accordingly in the follow- 

1 Evagr. lib. ii- cap. 13. p. 307. Theodor. p. 555. Cedren. p. 
343. r Sid. p. 19 5. • Theoph. p. 98. t pro- 

cop. Bell, Vand. libj. cap. 6. p. 191. Jorn. cap. 46. p. 654. « Idat. 
p. 44* 

ing 
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ing year 468, when Anthemius alone was conful, he fitted 
out the created fleet, fays Procopius, the Romans had ever 
done. Cedrcnus writes, it confided of one thoufand one 
hundred and thirteen (hips, each fhip having one hundred 
men on board Theophanes, and Nicephorus x , affirm, 
that no fewer than one hundred thoufand (hips were em- 
ployed in this expedition ; a number altogether incredible. 
To the forces of Leo were joined all the heft troops of the 
Weft, under the command of Marcellinus, who reinforced 
them with a chofen body of men raifed in his own domi- 
nions. Leo gave the chief command of this formidable fleet 
to Bafilifcus, brother to his wife Verina, who had frequently 
van qui fried the Barbarians in Thrace. Under him com- 
manded John, a perfon of extraordinary courage and ex- 
perience y . The ifland of Sicily was appointed the place of 
general rendezvous. From thence Marcellinus was to fail 
for Sardinia, which the Vandals had lately feized : Herac- 
lius of Edeflfa, a brave and experienced officer, was ordered 
to proceed for Libya ; and Bafilifcus, with the greatcft part 
of the fleet, and the flower of the troops, to (leer his courfe 
Sardinia to Carthage. Marcellinus, purfuant to this plan, landed 
amJ 7r p** in Sardinia, and made himfelf mafter of that ifland, while 
hi recw- Heraclius, landing unexpectedly in Libya, defeated the 
'thtVan* ^ an< ^ a ^ s > wno attempted to oppofe him, and reduced, with 
^ u incredible expedition, Tripolis, and all the other cities of 
that province *. 

Genferic, receiving at the fame time news of the lofs of 
Sardinia and Libya, and of the arrival of the Roman fleet at 
Cape Mercury, about thirty miles from Carthage, thought 
himfelf irretrievably loft : he is even faid to have had fome 
intention of abandoning Africa to the Romans, and retiring 
eifewherc : indeed, if Bafilifcus had, during the panic which 
had feized the Barbarians, marched directly to Carthage, 
he might have eafily made himfelf mafter of the city, and 
finiftied the war at once 5 but his dilatory proceedings giv- 
ing Genferic time to recover from his confternation, he be- 
gan to defpife the Roman admiral, and had even the confi- 
dence to fend deputies, demanding a truce of five days, to 
fettle the conditions on which he was tofubmit to Leo. Ba- 
filifcus readily confented to the truce; during which Gen- 
feric, taking one night advantage of a favourable wind, fail- 
ed unexpectedly out of the harbour with a great number of 
fire- (hips, which being by the wind driven upon the Ro- 

w CeJren. p. 350. * Nice ph. lib. xv. cap. 17. p. 631. r Pro- 
cop, lib. i. cap. 6. p. 153. * Theoph.\>. iqu Sid. Car. p. 1196* 
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man navy, fet fire to many of their (hips, and threw the 
whole fleet into the utmoft confufion. 

Next morning Genferic's fleet appeared drawn up in line 7/k Reman 
of battle, and, falling upon the Romans before they could flat in Af- 
recover themfelves from their terror and confternation, took r *f a t** 
feveral of their (hips, funk others, and obliged the reft to ^ 
fave themfelves by a precipitate flight. John, who com- 
manded under Bafilifcus, and ignorant of his treachery, after 
having killed, with his own hand, an incredible number of 
Barbarians, threw himfelf, when overpowered, on a plank 
into the fea. Genfon, the fon of Genferic, charmed with 
his courage, and gallant behaviour, offered him his life 
and liberty ; but the brave commander anfwering, <c It fhal! 
never be faid that John owed his life to dogs," quitted his 
plank, and was drowned *. As for Bafilifcus, Zonarus 
writes, that, in the heat of the engagement, he fuddenly 
tacked about, and crowding all his fails, (hamefully fled ; 
which raifed the courage of the enemy, and quite difhearten- 
ed his own people b . Marcellinus, after the reduction of 
Sardinia, returned to Sicily, with a defign to pafs from 
thence over into Africa ; but before he failed, he was af- 
fa (Tin a ted by an officer, who commanded under him, not 
without the privity, as was fuppofed, of Anthemius, to 
whom his power gave no fmall umbrage c . Heraclius, who 
was on full march from Libya to Carthage, upon the news 
of the cowardice of Bafilifcus, retired into the territories of 
the empire. Bafilifcus returned to Sicily, with the few 
lhips that had efcaped, having loft above fifty thoufand 
men d . From Sicily he returned to Conftantinople, and 
there, as his treachery was publicly known, took fanttuary 
in the church of St. Sophia. Though both the emperor and 
people were highly incenfed againft him, yet, by the media- 
tion of the emprefs Verina, his fifter, his life was fpared, 
and leave granted him to retire to Heraclea in Thrace e . 
Such was the iflue of this unhappy expedition, which is 
faid to have coft both empires above a hundred and thirty 
thoufand pounds weight of gold ; not only the two princes, 
but all governors, and other perfons in employments, chear- 
fully contributing large fums, to defray the charges of an 
enterprize of fuch confequence to the empire. 

This year Leo married his daughter Ariadne to Zeno, i e0 mar . 
defcended from an illuftrious family in Ifauria. His fa- rus his 
ther*s name was Rufumbladaif.es, and his, before his mar- * au ght*r 
riage, Trafcalififeus, or Taraficodifus f . He took the name 2ea0 * 

* Procop. lib. i. cap. 6. p. 19s. b Zonar. p. 4s, c Phot, 
cap. 14.3, p. 1048. Marc. Chron. d Prifc. p. 193. e Cedren. 
p. 330. Theoph. p. ioc, f Zon. p. 42. Agath. lib. iv. p. 149. 

Of 



Digitized by Google 



43 z Hiftory of the 

of Zeno from another Ifaurian, who had been raifed to 
great employments in the reign of Theodofius the younger 
Leo immmediately preferred his fon-in-law to the rank of 
patrician, appointing him, at the fame time, captain of his 
guards, and commander in chief of all the armies m the 
Eaft. The next confuls were Marcianus and Zeno, the 
two fons-in-law of the emperor Leo; the latter having 
efpoufed Ariadne, and the former, who was the fon of the 
emperor Anthemius, being married to Leontia. Nothing 
The Fiji' worthy of notice happened this year in either empire ; but, 
VtnJ their in tne *°N owm g confulftiip of Severus-and Jordanes, Euric, 
do-rrinions ^" n 6 °^ tne Vifigoths, an ambitious and warlike prince, 
t» Gaul- conquered Auvergne, Bern", and Gevaudan, after having 
defeated a body of twelve thoufand Britons dwelling on the 
Loire, who, under the conduct: of Riothim, or Riotham, 
came to the afliftance of the Romans h . 

When Leo was conful the fourth time, with Probianus, 
fome mifunderftanding arote between that prince and Af- 
par, who had raifed him to the empire ; but as Afpar was 
greatly beloved by the army, and commanded a feparate 
and independent body, having Quelcal, a Hunn, for his 
lieutenant, the emperor thought it prudent to diflemble for 
the prefent. Pretending to be reconciled with Afpar, he 
gave one of bis daughters in marriage to Patricius Secun- 
dus, that general's eldeft fon ; and foon after created Afpar 
A '^aud Csefar. The inhabitants of Conftantinople, knowing Af- 
Cafar. P ar » ant * his w bole family, to be greatly attached to the 
Yr. of Fl. doclrine of Arius, were much difpleafed at this promotion j 
*8i9. but the empeior foon delivered them from the apprchen- 
A. p. 47 1 * fion they were under of feeine an Arian raifed to the em- 

I! f HtO • l. • 

• 3 y pj re . f QTf being informed by fome perfons, privy to all the 
Afpar and counfels of Afpar, that a plot was carrying on againlt him 
his fon At' by that general and his children, he relolved to anticipate 
(taburius them ; and accordingly caufed Afpar, and his fon Ardabu- 
murdertd. r i us> t0 De executed. The ancients only tell us, that they 
fell by the hands of the eunuchs of the palace, Leo having 
ordered them to be put to death, becaufe they afpired to the 
empire 1 . But the modern writers add feveral circum- 
ftances, which feem incontinent with what we read in the 
authors who flouriflied in thofe times. Patricius was dan- 
geroufly wounded, but found means to efcape, as did like- 
wife Afpai's third fon Hermeneric k . The friends of Af- 

s Thcoph. p. in. h Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 4$. p. 678. Sid. 

lib. iii. ep. 9. p. 73, 74. Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. 18. p. *8z. 

1. Va 



i Marc. Chron. Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i. cap. 6. p. 139. 
Tun. Jorn. Reg. Suec. p. 664, * Niceph. lib. xv. cap 27. p. 733. 

Zonal p. 39. 
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par, efpecially the Goths in the emperor's fervice, attempted 
to revenge his death, and committed great diforders in Con- 
ftantinople, being headed by one of their countrymen, 
named Oftroui. But Zeno, who was then at Chalcis, 
marching with a choice body of troops to the metropolis, 
the Goths were driven out of the city with great (laughter. 
However, they ravaged Thrace, and, being joined by the 
Goths fettled in Pannonia, made thcmfelves matters of Phi- 
lippi and Arcadiopolis ; which they reftored foon after, 
laying down their arms, upon the emperor's promifing to 
pay them a certain fum, and to appoint Theodoric, fon to 
Triarius, the brother of Afpar's wife, commander of the 
Goths in the Roman fervice Upon the death of Afpar, 
who had been a zealous patron of the Arians, Leo pub- 
limed feveral rigorous laws againft thofe heretics, depriving 
them of all their churches, and forbidding them to hold any 
public or private aflemblies m . 

In the following year, when Feftus and Marcianus were 
confuls, Ricimer, who was no lefs powerful in the Weft 
than Afpar had been in the Eaft, dreading the fame fate, re- 
solved to depofe the emperor Anthemius, who, he faw, 
began to miftruft him. Accordingly he openly revolted, 
and, at the head of the Barbarians in the Roman fervice, 
laid fiege to Rome, where the emperor redded. The citi- Vr* of FI. 
zens, who were in general well affected to Anthemius, made * 8ao - 
a vigorous refiftance, notwithstanding the famine and plague ^'q 471 * 
that raged in the city, depending upon the fuccours they 
daily expected from Gaul, under the conducl of Bilimer, R omg 
who commanded the Roman troops in that country, and fiegtd by 
was greatly attached to the intereft of Anthemius. Bilimer Ruii** r \ 
arrived at length with a confiderable army, confifting partly 
of Romans, partly of Barbarians ; but, having ventured an pi une i (rt d, 
engagement, he was totally defeated by Ricimer, who, en- 
couraged with this fuccefs, purfued the fiege with frelh vi- 
gour, and, ftorming the city, raged with no lefs fury than 
Alaric or Genferic had done, allowing his men not only to 
plunder the houfes of the unhappy citizens, but to commit 
all manner of cruelties B . Ricimer ordered the emperor Anthemiut 
Anthemius to be put to death, and Olybrius to be pro- P ut f0 
claimed in his room 0 . Zeno, who fucceeded Leo, re- o?']* r \*" d 
proached the Roman fenate with the death of Anthemius. p? 0 t7aimed 
He is fuppofed to have died on the eleventh of July p ; but tm^ror. 
authors are filent as to the circumftancesof his death, con- 

1 Marc. Cbron. Theoph. p. 18 r. m Theodor. lib. iv. cap. 4. 

p. 173. n Marc. Chron. Onuph. p. 57. Cot cil. torn. iv. p- 1138. 
• Evag. lib. ii. cap. 16. p. 30S. PCufpin. p. 457. 
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tenting themfelves only with telling us, that, by the trea- 
chery of Ricimer, he loft both his lite and the empire. Ri- 
cimer did not long outlive Anthemius; for, being feized 
H'uimer with violent pains in his bowels, he died on the eighteenth 
dies, and or nineteenth of September ; and was followed foon after 
the new by Olybrius, who died a natural death at Rome, on the 
'oibrllu twentv - third of Oaober<i. This year Mount Vefuvius, in 
/ ruts* c am p an i a> threw out fuch an immenfe quantity of afhes, 
as turned night into day, even at Conftantinople, where the 
people were afiembled in the circus, when the cloud firft 
appeared. All the ftreets and houfes were covered with 
aflies three inches deep r . 
In the following year 473, when Leo alone was conful 
dyeerius the fifth time, Glycerius affumed the title of emperor at 
ufurps tht Ravenna, being fupported by Gondibal, nephew to Rici- 
tmptre. mer> whom Olybrius had .elevated, during his fhort reign, 
to the rank of patrician. All we know of this prince is, 
that he had been comes domefticorum, and was, according 
to Theophanes, a man of fome merit. In the beginning of 
his reign the Goths, who had been allowed to fettle in 
Fannonia, refolved, without the lead provocation, to make 
war upon both empires. Purfuant to this refolution, Vide- 
mir broke into Italy, while his brother Theodomir invaded 
the Eaftern empire ; but the former dying, his fon, bearing 
the fame name, was, by the rich prefents of Glycerius, 
prevailed upon to quit Italy, and retire into Gaul, where 
he joined the Vifigoths, who, being thus reinforced, con- 
quered foon after both that country and Spain*. Theodo- 
mir likewife died as foon as he entered the territories of the 
Eaftern empire, and was fucceeded by his fon Theodoric, 
furnamed the Great. Leo apprehending, either from his 
age or infirmities, that his end approached, wifhed Zeno 
to fucceed him ; but both the fenate and people of Con- 
ftantinople, who hated Zeno, ftronely remonftrating againft 
If the his promotion, the emperor raifed Leo the younger, the fon 
younger c f Zeno by bis daughter Ariadne, to the dignity of Csefar, 
£ /'f gei and even declared him his partner iu the empire, though 

'J ar * he was then only five, or at moil fix years old l . 
Lt* thi Next year the emperor was feized with a bloody flux, 
$UUr dies, which, being attended with a violent fever, carried him off 
in a (hort time. He died at Conftantinople, in the month 
of January, after having reigned feventeen years. Soon 
after his death, the emprefs Verina prevailed upon the fe- 

q Jorn. p. 67. Thcoph. p. xo». , ' Zonar. p. 41. Theodor. 
p. 555. Procop. lib. ii. cap. 4. p. 398. • Jorn. Rcr. Goth. cap. 56. 
p. 195. « Zonar. p. *z&. Theodor, p. 555, Evagr. p.4C9- 
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Hate and people of Conftantinopie to fuffer her fon-in-1aw Zenodt- 
Zeno to be declared colleague to young Leo in the empire, clared coU 
The ceremony was performed in the month of February, f? s . ue '[ 
not in the palace of Hebdomon as ufual, but in the circus at ' 
Conftantinopie tt . The young prince did not furvive his Yr. of Fl. 
grandfather above ten months*. Leo the elder, or, as he 
is commonly furnamed, the Great, not approving of the u.Citatl 
promotion of Glycerius, had, before his death, named to ' 
the empire of the Weft Julius Nepos, or, as fome call him, Uo dits, 
Nepotianus, a native of Dalmatia, and nephew, by the 
mother, to Marcellinus, prince of that country, who was 
murdered in Sicily* as we have already related. Nepos, Glycerius 
who, it feems, was then at Conftantinopie, failed from de ^¥^f). 
thence, without lofs of time, for Italy; and, landing at ^J"^* 
Porto, furprifed Glycerius, took him prifoner, and, ftrip- edtothe 
ping him of the imperial ornaments, had him ordained smpire* 
biihop of Salonae in Dalmatia, after he had borne the title 
of emperor a year and fome months x . 

Nepos having raifed Oreftes to the poft of general, ap- 
pointed him commander of the Ronian forces in Gaul ; 
but he, inftead of proceeding into that country, purfuant Orefles 
to his orders, bent his march towards Ravenna, with a de~ rtvoUs. 
fign to depofe Nepos, who, he knew, was not in a condi- 
tion to oppofe him. The emperor, fufpecling his defign, 
and diftrufting the few troops he had with him, abandoned 
the city at his approach, and fled by fea to Salonae in Dai- Yr. of Fl. 
matia, where he was entertained by the biftiop Glycerius, *^*3- 
whom he had lately deprived of the empire *. Orefles was u.a 
by birth a Roman, that is, he was born a fubjett of the em- 
pire. "As he lived in Pannonia, perhaps his native country, Kepos flies 
•when that province was ceded to the Hunns in 430, he into Dal- 
lifted himfelf among the troops of Attila, who, rinding him 
to be a man of abilities, made him his fecretary, and fent 
him at leaft twice to Conftantinopie with the character of 
ambaffador l . His father, Tatula, bore likewife fome con- 
fiderable employment at the court of Attila. Oreftes mar- 
ried the daughter of count Romulus, fent by Valeptinian on 
an embafly to Attila in 449, and had by her a fon, called 
by Males or Malu?, Romulus Auguftus, bur, by all other 
hiftorians, Romulus Auguftulus, either by way of derifion, 
Or becaufe he was very young when railed to the empire. 
Oreftes, leaving the Hunns, ferved with great reputation in 
the Roman armies, and was raifed to the rank of patrician, 

« Theoph. p. ixt. w Chron. Alex. p. 751. x Phot. cap. 78. 
p. t72. Jom. Rer. Goth. p. 654. Evagr. lib. ii. cap. 16. p. 508. 
y Onuph. p. 67. * Piifc. p. 37. 
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and appointed by Nepos general of the troops in Gaol ; 
when, turning his arms again ft that prince, he drove him 
Ortflts from the throne, and caufed not himfelf, but his fon Au- 
iamjti Ah gullus, or Auguftulus, to be proclaimed emperor, on the 
mtm% twenty-ninth of October of the prefent year. The new 
declared prince ftyled himfelf Auguftus Romulus Auguftus, Au- 
enferor. guftus being both his proper name, and the title of his dig- 
nity. As Auguftulus was very young, his father took upon 
him the adminiftration, contenting himfelf with the title of 
patrician, and governing only as tutor and guardian to his 
fon, during his minority". 

During thefe tranfattions in the Weft, the Saracens- 
committed dreadful ravages in Mesopotamia; and the Hunn3 
in Thrace put all to fire and fword, and afterwards retired 
unmolefted, the emperor Zeno, a mod lewd and debauch- 
ed prince, being abforbed in his fcandalous pleafures and 
tent (oh- diverfions b . However, he concluded a peace with Genfe- 
eludes a r ic, which was religioufly observed by the Vandals, till the 
p' ace rc jg n Q f Juftinian. The emprefs Verina, who bad by her 
en/eric j n t cre ft raifed her fon-in-law Zeno to the empire, provoked 
at his enormous vices, and fcandalous indolence, formed a 
confpiracy again ft him, at the head of which was her bro- 
ther Bafilifcus, of whom we have fpoken elfewhere. Zeno 
was privately informed of the whole ; but, inftead of put- 
ting himfelf in a pollute of defence, and defeating their 
Ztno meafures, as he might have eafily done, he fled to Chalce- 
dri<ven out don, and from thence into Ifauria, his native country. Up- 
byRafdif. on his retreat, Bafilifcus was proclaimed emperor by the 
<uu fenate and people of Conftantinoplc, to the great difappoint- 

ment of Verina, who defigned to confer the empire 6*n Pa- 
tricius, magifter ofliciorum to Zeno, with whom ihe is faid 
to have maintained a criminal correfpondence c . Bafilif- 
cus immediately declared his wife Zenon^des Augufta, and 
raifed his fon Marcus to the dignity of Cxfar. 
Yr. of Fl. In the following year 476, when Bafilifcus and Armatus 
A D*** 6 were con ^ u ^ s » tnc Barbarians who ferved in the Roman 
L\C. 13I4! armies, and were diftinguilhcd with the title of allies, de- 
* manded, as a reward for their fervices, the third part of 

*The Bar- the lands in Italy, pretending, that the whole country, 
barians in which they had fo often defended, belonged to them. As 
the Roman Q rc ft es refufed to comply with this infolent demand, they 
'voTinYht re f°l ve d to do themfelves juftice ; and, openly revolting, 
IVeJl, and chofe Odoacer for their leader d . Odoacer was, according 

* Procop. p. 308. b Evagr. lib. vii. cap. 1. p. 333. e Agath. 
lib. iv. p. 139. Jorn. Reg. Succ. cap. 47. p. 654 d Procop. 

Bell. Gotb. hb. i. p. 308. 
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to En nodi us, meanly born e , and only a private man in the choojeO.k- 
guards of the emperor Auguftulus, when the Barbarians aeerfor 
revolting, chofe him for their leader. However, he is faid ,httr ^ ea<lm 
to have been a man of uncommon parts, equally capable of er ' 
commanding an army, or governing a ftate. Having left 
his own country, when he was very young, to ferve in Italy, 
as he was of a ftature remarkably tall, he was admitted His cha- 
among the emperor's guards, and continued in that ftation raSer. 
till the prefent year ; when, putting himfelf at the head of 
the Barbarians in the Roman pay, who, though of different 
nations, had unanimoufly chofen him for their leader, he 
marched againft Oreftes, and his fon Auguftulus, who ftill 
refufed to (hare any of the lands in Italy. 

As the Roman troops were inferior, both in number and 
valour, to the Barbarians, Oreftes took refuge in Pavia, at 
that time one of the bed fortified cities in Italy ; but Odo- He iefiegee 
acer, immediately invefting the place, took it foon after Oreftes in 
by aflault, allowed it to be plundered by the foldiers, and Pav * a * 
then fet fire to it, which reduced moft of the houfes, and 
two churches, to afhes f . Oreftes was taken prifoner, and who is 
brought to Odo acer, who carried him to Placeutia, where **kenpr\. 
he was put to death on the twenty-eighth of Auguft, the an * 
day on which he had driven Nepos out of Ravenna, and 
obliged him to abandon the empire. From Placentia Odo- 
acer marched to Ravenna, where he found Paul, the bro- 
ther of Oreftes, and the young emperor Auguftulus. The Yr * of F,# 
former he ordered to be executed ; but, fparing Auguftu- a^)* 4 " 6 
lus, in confideration of his youth, he (tripped him of the U C.1314". 
enfigns of the imperial dignity, and confined him to Lu- - 
cullamim, a caftle in Campania, where he was, by Odoa- Auwftulus 
cer's orders, treated with great humanity, and allowed a fi**PP** °f 
liberal fum to fupport himfelf, and his relations 8 . Rome ^ialonta. 
foon fubmitted to the conqueror, who caufed himfelf to be meats and 
proclaimed king of Italy, but would not aiTume the purple, confined /• 
or any other mark of the imperial dignity. Thus failed the 
very name of an empire in the Weft h . Britain had been num * 
long ilnce abandoned by the Romans ; Spain was polTeiTed ^ a ^ v aHe [ 
by the Goths and Suevians; Africa by the Vandals; the m °^ e Jo' 9 .. 
Burgundians, Goths, Franks, and Alans, had erected feve- acir , 
ral tetrarchies in Gaul ; at length Italy itfelf, with its proud ^ endo f 
metropolis, which for fo many ages had given law to the th$ JVrfi 

reft of the world, was enflaved by a contemptible Barba- ern empire* 

• 

e Ennod. Theodor. Panegyr. p. 308. f Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 46. 
p. 679. & Reg. Succ. cap. 47. p. 654. t Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. i. 
cap. 1. p. 308. h Jorn. Rer. Goth, cap. 461. Candid. Haur. 
Cap. 19. Evagr. lib. h\ cap. 16. p. 308. 
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rian, whofe family, country, and nation, are not welt 
known to this day. This great revolution happened in the 
"Weft in the year 476 of the Chriftian sera, five hundred and 
feven years after the battle of A&ium, when the Roman 
monarchy was firft eftablifhed, and one thoufand three hun? 
hundred and twenty-four fince the foundation of Rome, 
Moft writers obferve, that the empire began with Auguftus, 
and ended in a prince of the fame name. Of the ftate of 
Italy under Odoacer, till he was defeated and flain by 
Theodoric the Oftrogoth ; and under the Oftrogoths, from, 
Theodoric to their expulfion by Narfes, we (hall fpeak in a 
more proper place ; and in the mean time purfue the Ro- 
man hiftory, that is, the hiftory of the Conftantinopolitan, 
Roman empire, in which were preferved the fame marks of 
fovereignty, the fame ceremonies, titles, and employments, 
that had been firft eftablifhed at Rome. 



CHAP. LXVI. 

tfhe Conftantinopolitan Hiftory t from the Dijfo^ 
lution of the Wejiern Empin to the X^eath of 
Jujlinian the Great. 



A 



T the time that the Roman empire was abolifhed in 
the Weft, it was ufurped in the Eaft by Bafilifcus, 
who, upon the flight of Zeno, the lawful prince, was pro- 
claimed emperor, and his fon Marcus acknowleged Caefar, 
Z mo %*~ Zeno fled into Ifauria, whither he was purfued by Ulus 
caliu of a an ^ Trocondes, two of the ufurper's generals, who, having 
Ifauria. defeated the few troops he had with him, forced the un- 
happy prince into a caftle, which they immediately in- 
BafiVfeus vefted. But, in the mean time, Bafilifcus having by his 
difihhges cruelty, avarice, enormous extortions, and, above all, by 
the people his unfeafonable zeal for the dodriue of Eutyches, greatly 
\ilery 1 ' exafperated the fenate and people of Conftantinople, as 
' r well as the foldiery, the two generals, informed of what 
palled in the metropolis, and privately encouraged by the 
fenate, inftead of purfuing the fiege, openly declared for 
Zeno ; and, joining him with all their forces, directed their 
march to Corjlantinople. Bafilifcus no fooner heard of 
their revolt than he difpatched Harmatius, or Armatus, his 
kinfman, with a very numerous army again ft them, after 
fiaving obliged him to fwear by his baptifm, that he would 

not 
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not betray him. But, not with {landing this oath, he had no 
foon«r pafled the Bofporus than he joined Zeno, who was 
encamped, with lllus and Trocondes, in the neighbourhood 
of Nice, upon that prince's promifing to appoint him ge- 
neral of the troops of his houfhold, and to continue him in 
that office during life ; to raife his fon Ban life us, who was 
yet very young, to the dignity of Cscfar ; and to leave him 
the empire after his death Zeno, thus reinforced, march- Yr. of Ft. 
ed dire&ly to Constantinople, which he entered without 
oppofition, the ufurper flying for refuge, with his wife Ze- u.c. ', JJ£ 

nonides, and his children, to the great church, where he 

is faid to have laid down his crown upon the altar. Zeno Zeno re. 
ordered them to be immediately flripped of all the marks fiored. 
of the imperial dignity. Having foon after got them into Bafih/cus 
his power, they being either betrayed a fecond time by take "* anJ 
Harmatius, as Candidus Iiaurus relates k , or delivered up, ^cafilell 
as we read in Procopius ! , by Acacius, patriarch of Con- c a pp a do> 
ftantinople, he confined them to a caftle in Cappadocia, da, -where 
named Limnos, where they perifhed in a fhort time with pmjhei* 
hunger and cold m . Thus ended the ufurpation of Bafilif- 
cus, after it had lafted twenty months. 

Zeno, purfuant to his promife, raifed Harmatius to the 
poft of general of the troops of his houfhold, an4 his fon 
Bafilifcus to the dignity of Csefar ; but foon after, diftruft- 
ing the father, on account of his treachery and ingratitude 
to Bafilifcus, who had preferred him to the firft employ- 
ments in the ftate, he commanded him to be murdered in Harmatius 
the palace, employing for that purpofe Onoulus, or Onoul- mur ^ r 'd 
phus, by birth a Barbarian, brought up in the family of f r j£*° ' 
Harmatius, and by his intereft raifed from a mean condi- 
tion to the dignity of count, and the poft of general of II- 
lyricum. Bafilifcus, the fon of Harmatius, was depofed 
from the dignity of Caefar, and made reader in a church 
near Conftantinople. He was afterwards ordained bifliop 
of Cyzicus, the metropolis of the Hellefpont, which church 
he governed with great prudence and piety, and afilfted in 
518 at the council of Conftantinople. During the ufurpa- A great 
tion of Bafilifcus, a dreadful fire broke out at Conftantino- fire at 
pie, which confumed great part of the city, with the li- tonflanti* 
brary, containing a hundred and twenty thoufand volumes, n0 ^ *' 
and the works of Homer, written, as is aflefted, in gold 
characters on the great gut of a dragon, a hundred and 
twenty feet long ". 

I Candid, p. 19. Theoph. p. 106. Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i. 
cap. 7. p, »95« Evagr. lib. iii. cap. 14. p. 354. k Candid, p. 19. 
1 Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i. cap. 7. p. J94. m Evagr. lib. iii. 

cap. 3. p. 341. " Ccdr. p. 35. Zonar. p. 43, 44. 

F f 4 ^ 



Digitized by Google 



44° ¥he Conjiantlnopolitan Hi/lory* 

In the courfe of the following year, Theodoric, the fori 
of Tjiarius, who had efpoufed the caufeof Bafilifcus, broke 
into Thrace with a numerous army of Goths, and advanced 
within four miles of Condantinople ; an invafion which fp 
terrified the emperor, that he concluded a peace with him 
upon his own terms j one of the articles of which was, that 
Theodoric mould be appointed commander in chief of the 
Mar dan Roman horfe °. Next year Marcian, the fon of Anthc- 
revolity mius, who had reigned in the Weft, claiming the empire 
in nght of his wife Leontia, the eldeft daughter of the late 
emperor Leo, unexpectedly attacked the imperial palace in 
Conftantinople, at the head of fome malecontents, prepared 
for any defperate attempt. The emperor's guards, endea- 
vouring to make head againd them, were either difperfed, 
or cut in pieces, and Zeno himfelf (hut up with a fmall 
number of officers in -the palace. Had Marcian purfued 
his defign, and forced the gates of tjie palace, the emperor 
ffut U mud have fallen into his hands ; but the attack being with 
abandoned the utmod imprudence put off till the next morning, Zeno 
by his own J n the mean time gained over, partly by prefents, partly 
t fo*cd*o* ky promifes, mod of the followers of Marcian, who, ter- 
take refuge "fied at this defection, took fancluary in the church of the 
in a Apoftles, whence he was dragged by the emperor's order, 
(hurch, ordained pried, and confined to a monadery in the neigh- 
bourhood of Caefarea in Cappadocia p. 
The OJIro- As Zeno had not for fome years paid the Odrogoths in 

Vnio S thV ak P annonia * eir annual penGon, Theodoric their king no 
fooner heard of the revolt of Marcian than he made an ir- 
ruption into Macedon j and from thence advancing intq 
Epirus, reduced Duras, on the Adriatic Sea, that import- 
ant place being betrayed by a Goth named Sidimont. But 
Sabinianus, an officer pf great experience and addrefs, hav r 
ing furprifed arid cut in pieces a drong reinforcement that 
was marching to the aflidance of Theodoric, under the 
conduct of his brother Theudimont, and taken all their bag- 
gage, and two thoufand waggons loaded with provifions, 
the Goths, abandoning Duras, retired with precipitation 
into Pannonia* Next year Zeno not only concluded a 
peace, but entered into an alliance, with Jiunnerjc, the fon 
and fucceffor of Genferic, who had died three years be- 
fore i. In 481, Theodoric, king pf the Odrogoths, rc«r 
newed his ravages, defolafing the provinces pf Macedon 
and Theffaly hodilities which obliged Zeno to comply 
with his demands, to yield to him part of Lower Dacia and 

■ 

° Jorn. cap. 57. p. €96. P Candid, p. so. Evagr. p« 355* 

Theopb. p. 109. ? Marc, ad Ann ^81. Malel. p. 95. 
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Mcefia, to give him the command of the troops of the Lower 
houftiold, and to name him conful for the enfuing year. Dacia and 
Upon thefe terms he withdrew out of Macedon and Thef- Mae/la 
faly ; reftored Larifla, the metropolis of the latter province, fj^J^'f 
which he had taken ; and promifed to employ, when re- ^ ng 0 j' tn * t 
quired, all his forces in defence of the empire r . In the OJlrogoths. 
following year Leontius, a native of Chalcis in Syria, and 
commander of the troops in that province, revolting, fome Leontius 
fay at the inftigation of the emprefs Verina, caufed him- revolts. 
felf to be proclaimed emperor. Zeno immediately dif- 
patched Illus, captain of the guards, againft him ; but he, 
inftead of oppoGng, joined Leontius ; and, having ravaged Yr « of F >- 
the provinces of Syria and Ifaurk, advanced to Antioch, A *p 3, * g 
with a defign to feize on that metropolis. Longinus, the tf.c.iij£ 

emperor's brother, met them in that neighbourhood, at — ! 

the head of a confiderable army ; but his troops were to a Is joined bj 
man cut in pieces by the rebels, and himfelf was taken 
prifoner. 

After this victory, Leontius and Illus entered Antioch 
in triumph. Zeno, upon the defeat and captivity of his 
brother, difpatched John, an officer of great valour and 
experience, into Syria, with what troops he could affem- 
ble, and prevailed upon Tbeodoric the Oftrogoth, to join 
him with a numerous army of Goths. Thefe two com- 
mander? were attended with better fuccefs ; for meeting 
Leontius and Illus in the neighbourhood of Seleucia, they 
gained a complete victory ; and the following year obliged ari 
the two ringleaders of the revolt to take refuge in the ^f'^Jf/ 
ftrong cattle of Papyra in Cilicia, which John immediately fog™ in * 
inverted, while Theodoric returned, as the war feemed now Papyra. 
ended, with his troops to Conftantinople \ Trocundus, 
the brother of Illus, taken prifoner by John, as he was at- 
tempting to make his efcape out of Syria, in order to ftir 
up the Barbarians, was, by his order, beheaded l . The 
fame year Theodoric, upon fome difguft, withdrew from 
Conftantinople, and returned into Pannonia. Evagrius af- 
ferts, that Zeno, jealous of the glory he had acquired by 
his late victory, and of the great efteem perfons of all ranks 
{hewed him, attempted to difpatch him privately u . How- 
ever that be, it is certain that TJieodoric, after having Thfodoric 
fpent the following year, when Longinus and Decius were thtOftr^ 
confuls, in railing troops, and making other military pre- Z 01 * 1 ^ reu ^ s 
parations, as if he defigned to make waF upon the £arba T 7hrac$ y 

* Jorn. Rer. Goth, cap; 57. p. 696. a Theophan. p. lit. 

Liberat. cap. 18. p. 125. « Theophan. ibid. Evagr. 

ffb. iii. cap. » 7 . p. 356. 
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rians, broke fuddenly into Thrace at the head of a nume- 
rous army ; and putting all to fire and fword, advanced 
within fifteen miles of Conftantinople ; but, inftead of lay- 
ing fiege to that metropolis, as was apprehended, he re- 
turned into Fannonia the following year, in virtue of a pri- 
vate treaty between him and Zeno, by which the emperor 
gave him, as fome authors write, all trie provinces of Italy, 
held then by Odoacer, encouraging him to refcuc them 
from the hands of that Barbarian, and promifing to ac- 
knowlege him king of Italy *. The Romans afterwards 
pretended that Zeno had fent Theodoric to conquer Italy, 
not for himfelf, but for the emperor of the Eaft, to whom 
of right it belonged. On the other hand, the Goths main- 
tained that Zeno had yielded it to be held for ever by the 
Goths. However that be, Theodoric, in the beginning of 
the autumn of the year 487, when Boetius was conful, 
returned to Nova in Mcefia, which city he had chofen for 
the place of his refidence. Having fpent the winter in 
military preparations, he advanced, at the head of a power- 
ful army, towards Italy ; and entering that country, de- 
feated Odoacer in feveral battles, and eftablifhed a new mo- 
narchy. 

^ e °Tm Leontius and Illus, after having defended with incredible 

Taken*' bravery the caftle of Papyra for the fpace of four years, 
and put to were at length taken by treachery, and put to death. 
death. Their heads were fent to Conftantinople, and expofed for 
feveral days to public view x . In the following confulfliip 
of Anicius Probinus, and Chronion Eufebius, Zeno order- 
ed feveral perfons of great diftinftion to be executed, and 
baniflied others, confifcating their eftates under pretence 
that they had favoured Leontius and Illus Zeno, raging 
?em % s with more cruelty than ever, can fed Pelagius, a patrician 
* * J' 0 f great diftinclion, to be ftrangled, for no other reafon but 
becaufe he had been told by an aftrologer that he was to 
fucceed Zeno *. The emperor did not long furvive him ; 
for in the month of April of the following year 491, when 
Olybiius was conful, he was feized with violent pains in 
#/j death, his bowels, which carried him off in a few days, after he 
had lived fixty- five years, and nine days, and reigned fe- 
venteen years and three months • He is painted by 

the 

w Jorn Rcr. Gotb. lib. ii. cap. 57. p. 696. * Theoph. p. 114. 
Phot. cap. 441. p. 107a. Theodor. p. 558. r Cedr. p. 354* 

« Zonar. p. 44. » Cbrou. Alex. p. 758. Evagr. lib. iii. 

cap. a 9 . p. 3S7 . 

(B) The more modern Qreek Cedrenus, tell us, that being 
writers, and amongft the reft feized with an epileptic fit, he 
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the ancients as one of the molt wicked and debauched Yr. of Fl. 
princes recorded in hiftory, deftitute of every good qua- * 8 3 8 » 
lity, and equally incapable of directing civil or military t, J?' 4 **' 
Offices b (Cj. - ' ,33 *; 

Upon the death of Zeno, his brother Longinus laid 
claim to the empire ; but he being univerfally abhorred for 
* hm lewdnefs aud cruelty, Ariadne, widow to the deceafed 
emperor, eafily prevailed upon the fenate to acknowlege 
Anaftafius for emperor, who was accordingly crowned on Anafiafiut 
the eleventh of April in the circus, according to fome, by declared 
Ariadne*, according to others, by Euphenuus, patriarch tm P* r * r * 
of Conftantinople, who abfolutely refufed to place the im- 
perial crown upon his head, till he had bound himfelf, 
by a folemn oath, to protect the Catholic church, and 
maintain the doctrine of the two councils of Nice and 
Chalcedon. He was no fooner proclaimed emperor than He marries 
he married Ariadne, being then in the fixtieth year of his Ariadne. 

b Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. i. cap, i. p, 308. Marc, p 1131. Evagr. 
lib. Hi. cap. 3. p. 334. « Thcoph, p- H7« Cedren. p. 357. 

was buried alive, his wife Ari- which has been long fince loft, 

adne, who hated him, and was Malus or Males, by profeffion 

in love with Anaftafius, whom a fophift, wrote the hiftory or* 

(he immediately married, not Zeno and Bafilifcus ; but of 

fufFering him, to be relieved, that work only ibme fragments 

though he made a dreadful noifc have reached us (3). Candi- 

in his tomb ; which being af- dus, by birth an Ifaurian, com? 

terwards opened, he was found prifed in three books a vcrv 

to have devoured the flelh of particular and dirt: net account 

his own arms, and even his of what happened from the e- 

buikins (1). But of this tra- lection of Leo to that of Anaf. 

gical end no mention is made by tafius. A ftiort abftract of his 

the more ancient writers. work has been conveyed to us 

(C) Theodulus, a native of by Photius. Evagrius, in 

Syria, publifhed in the reign of fpeakingof Zeno, often quotes 

Zeno feveral pieces againft the and highly commends Eufta- 

Manichees, and other heretics, thius, a native of Philadelphia, 

a comment on the Epiftle of St. who wrote an abridgment of 

Paul to the Romans, and a the Roman hiftory, from JE~ 

poem on the miracles related in neas to the twelfth year of 

the Old Teftament, and on the Zeno's reign. Photius fpeakg 

fables of the poets (2). His of Victorinus, who wrote fome 

comment has reached* our times, orations in commendation of 

John the grammarian publifhed the confuls, aud of the emperor 

a book againft the Eutycbians, Zeno. 

(1) Cedren. p. 35 $. (*) Marc Chron.Gennad. cap. 91. 

Sixtus Senenf. lib. \v. p. 381. Poftevin. p. 469. Sigebert. cap. 134. 
(3) Fbot. cap. 78. p. Zonar.p. 4*. Evagr.p.73. 

age. 
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age d . He was a native of Duras, the* metropolis of New" 
tpirus in Illyricum. All we know of his family is, that 
his father was born in the fame city ; that his mother was 
a Manichee, and Clearchus, her brother, an Arian 
education Anaftafius himfelf is by fome ftyled a Manichee, by others 
employ- ' an Eutychian. Magna, whom fome maintain to have been 
mintr, &c. the emperor's fitter, others to have been wife to his b»- * 
ther, named Paul, was a zealous Catholic f . Anaftafius 
had not yet attained to the rank of fenator, when he was 
raifed to the empire, being at that time one of the great 
chamberlain's officers, named filentiarii, whofe province it 
was to caufe proper iience to be obferved in the palace. 
He is faid to have led, while a piivate man, a very abfte- 
mious life, and to have given fignal inftances of his inte- 
grity ; whence, upon his receiving the purple and diadem 
in the circus, the people, applauding his promotion, ex- 
claimed with one voice, " Reign, Anaftafius, as you have 
lived 

The beginning of his reign was defervedly applauded by 
perfons of all ranks for he immediately remitted whatever 
Ueabolijhes was due to the treafury, and entirely aboliftied the infa- 
tktchry. moU8 tax called chryfargyrum, which was levied every 
jargyrum. ^ r u ^ on t ^ Q ^ cven common beggars not excepted, 

who fold any thing, of how little value foever ; whence it 
was called the gold of tribulation. To pay it, parents were 
often obliged to fell their children, after they had been 
ftripped of every thing elfe. It was not only raifed on all 
traders, in what kind foever of merchandize they dealt, 
but on the public proftitutes, who, by paying to the prince 
a confiderable iliare of what they earned by their infamous 
profeifiou, feemed to have purchafed a right to purfue with 
impunity their fcandalous. practices, Alexander Severus, 
being aftiamed, though a Pagan, to fuffer the money thus 
raifed to be lodged in the treafury, ordered it to be kept 
fcparate, and to be employed in repairing the public edi- 
fices h . Theodofius the Younger ftipprefied this infamous 
tribute 5 but it was foon after revived through the avarice 
of his fucceflbrs. This abolition of the chryfargyrum is 
recorded by all the hiftorians who mention Anaftafius, as 
an aclion truly great, heroic, and almoft divine, worthy of 
being tranfmitted to the lateft pofterity/ and capable of 
covering the many faults which are but, top defervedly laid 
to that prince's charge K 

* Evngr- p. 357. Tbcoph. p. 117. e Theodor. p. 558. 

» Niceph Chron. p. 305. k Cedren. p. 357. h Lamprid. 

in Alexand. p. 21*, * Evagr. p. 370. Conft. MaoaJT. p. 6j. 

Suid. p. 973. 

Anaftafius 
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At the fame time the new prince drove all informers Informers 
out of Conftantinople, and put a ftop to the enormous abufe dnnten 9*t 
introduced by Zeno of expofing to fale all public offices, °f. CoT £ M ~ 
and beftowing, to the great oppreflion of the unhappy peo- ""^ * 
pie, the beft governments on the higheft bidders fc . 

Anaftafius having, by thefe and feveral other a&s of ge- 
nerality, gained the affections of the people, they to a man 
joined him againft Longinus, the deceafed emperor's bro- 
ther, who, in the beginning of the following year, when 
the emperor Anaftafius and Rufus were confuls, raifed 
fome difturbances in Conftantinople 5 but was immediately 
feized, deprived of his employments, and banifhed into 
Ifauria, his native country. With him were driven out of YV. of Fl. 
Conftantinople all the Ifaurians, who were very powerful ^ p 39 % 
in the late reign. The Ifaurians, thus banifhed the city, y* c 

efpoufed the cairfe of Longinus, and, openly revolting, 

kindled a tjrvil war in the bowels of the empire. They I.o*gtnus 
were headed by Longinus, the late emperor's brother, by a *d M« 
another Longinus, furnamed Selinontius, from the city of JJjJJJJ*** 
Selinus in Ifauria, the place of his nativity, by Indus, 
Theodorus, Ninilinghus, and feveral other Ifaurians of 
drftin&ion, who had been raifed by Zeno to the firft em- 
ployments of the ftate. Conon, bifliop of Apamea in Sy- 
ria, abandoning his flock, joined his countrymen, and be- 
came one of the ringleaders of the revolt 1 . Under thefe 
chiefs, the rebels feized on an immenfe quantity of arms, 
and vaft fums lodged by Zeno in a fort in Ifauria, which 
enabled them to raife and arm above a hundred and fifty 
thoufand men. The emperor, alarmed at their progrefs, 
difpatched the "flower of his troops againft them, under the 
conduct of two .of the moft renowned generals of that age,^ 
John the Scythian, and John furnamed Gibbus, or the* 
Hunch-backed, who encountering the rebels in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cotycea in Phrygia, cut great numbers of <r/ Jev art 
them in pieces, and obliged the reft to take" refuge amongft defeated; 
the inaccefitble mountains of Ifauria, where they maintain- button- 
ed themfelves fix years, notwithstanding the utmoft efforts of ttnue tH 
the beft generals of the empire <n . Ninilinghus, one of their 
chief leaders, was killed in the above mentioned battle. 

In the following year the emperor, who, notwithstanding 
the generofity he afTe&ed on his acceflion to the empire, 
was naturally of a moft avaricious temper, laid a heavy tax 
on the inhabitants of Conftantinople, called by Kvagrius 
chryfotelia, which, as it was altogether unexpected, in- 

k Ccdren. p. 3 58. 1 Evagr. lib- Hi. p 366. Theoph. p. 118. 

« jorn. p. 655. 

COlfcd 



Digitized by 



44 6 



A tumult in 

Confianti* 



Yr. of Fl. 

*S40. 
A. D. 493. 
U. C. 1 340. 

Theodoric 
ccknoio- 
lr%ed king 
•f Italy, 



Ikt I/raw 
rians de* 
jtated a 
Jtcond 
timt by 
John the 
Scythian, 



Longinus 
mndthe 
»the*- heads 
•/ the re- 
bels taken 
mndput to 
death. 



The Conftanttnopolitan HiJIory. 

cenfed them to fuch a degree, that, running to arms, they 
pulled down the emperor's ftatues, and dragged them 
through the chief ftreets of the city, with thofe of the cm- 
prefs Ariadne, uttering moft injurious inve&ives again ft 
her and Anaftafius °. How this tumult ended we are not 
informed. Thcodoric the Goth, having completed the 
conqueft of Italy, hy the reduction of Ravenna, after three 
years fiege, was proclaimed king of that country, without 
waiting the return of ambafladors, whom he had fent to 
Conftantinople for the enfigns of royalty. However, he dif- 
patched Fettus or Fauftus, and Irenaeus, two perfons of 
rank, to folicit the emperor's approbation, and excufe the 
liberty he had taken. Anaftafius received his excufes, prc- 
mifed not to molelt him in the pofleflion of the country he 
had conquered, and fent him the entigns of the royal dig- 
nity °. Hence it appears, that he acknowleged in fome 
degree the authority of the emperor. Befidcs,*fae fufFered 
the Romans to receive the confulfhip from the emperor of 
the Eait. It is true he named, in 5 1 1, Felix to that dignity; 
but at the fame he begged Anaftafius to confirm what he 
had done p. 

In 494, when Afterius and Pracfidius were confuls, Dio- 
genes, one of the emperor's generals, having furprifed the 
city of Claudiopolis in Ifauria, held by the rebels, he was 
clofely befieged bybimop Conon, and reduced to fuch dif- 
trefs, that he muft have foon either periflied with hunger, 
or been cut in pieces with all his men, had not John, fur- 
named Gibbus, opening himfelf a way over Mount Taurus, 
and falling unexpectedly upon the rebels, obliged them to 
retire with great flaughter. The bifhop, fighting with great 
refolution and intrepidity at the head of his followers, re- 
ceived a wound, of which he died foon after In the two 
following years fome inconfiderable advantages were gained 
over the Ifaurian rebels, who were totally defeated, when 
the emperor Aftaftafius was conful the fecond time, by John 
the Scythian. Longinus, brother to the late emperor Zeno, 
and Theodorus or Athenodorus, being taken prifoners, 
they were both executed by that general s orders, and their 
heads lent to Conftantinople, where they were expofed to 
public view in the fuburbs called Sycae. The head of Athe- 
nodorus was afterwards fent to Tarfus, and fet upon a pole 
before the gate of that city f . The other ringleaders of the 
rebellion, namely, Longinus Selinontius, and Indus, were 
taken the following year, when John the Scythian wascon- 

» Marc. Cliron. p. 402. 0 Amraian. Anonym, p. 408. 

t Procop. p. 402. 1 Thcoph. p. 119 r Evagr. hb. iii. 

cap. 35. p. 366. 

ful 
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ful with Paulinus, and fent loaded with chains to Conftan- 
tinople. Longinus was afterwards racked to death at 
Nice. As feveral cities in Ifauria were ruined during this 
war, which had laded fix years, the inhabitants of Ifauria 
were removed into Thrace, and the annual penfion of five 
thoufand pieces of gold, paid to them by Zeno, taken away 
for ever *. 

This year the emperor narrowly efcaped being murdered A tumult 
in the circus by the populace, upon his refufing to caufe '» Co»fta* 
fome prifoners to be releafed who had been concerned in a u *°t lt% 
riot. It was with the utmoft difficulty that the guards 
fcreened him from the fury of the enraged multitude, and 
the mowers of (tones discharged againft him. When the 
multitude found themfelves repulfed by the foldiery, they 
fet fire to the hippodrome, which confumed that and feve- 
ral other (lately edifices, with the fquare of Conflantine, 
in which not a fingle building was left (landing c . At this 
period the Arabs and Saracens, named Scenitse, made an 
irruption into Paleftine and Syria Euphratefiana ; but in 
Syria they was defeated by Eugenius, who commanded the 
P.oman troops, and in Paleftine by Romanus, governor of 
that province, who, on that occafion, recovered the ifland 
of Jotape in the Red Sea, which the Arabs Scenitic had 
feized,and protected the Roman merchants trading to India". 

In 499, when Joannes Gibbus and Afclepion were con- 
fuls, the Bulgarians invading Thrace, Arifius, commander 
of the troops in Illyricum, marched againft them at the 
head of fifteen thoufand men, and engaged them on the 
banks of the Zurta or Zorta; but was defeated with the 
lofs of four thoufand men, amongft whom were the counts rhe R»- 
Nicoftratus, Innocentius, and Aquilinus, and feveral other mans de- 
officers of diftin&ion. The Barbarians, after having plun- dejtaud by 
dercd all the open places in Thrace, retired beyond the ^J s arba ' 
Danube w . The fame year Neocsefarea, and feveral other 
cities in Pontus, fuffered feverely by an earthquake. The 
year 500, when Patritius and Hypatius were confuls, is 
quite barren of events. In the following confulfliip of Pom- A tumult 
pcius and Avienus, the blue and green factions quarrelling ihenr - 
in the circus at Conftantinople, above three thoufand of the )^iwot>k. 
former were killed. The Bulgarians breaking again into 
Thrace, and the Saracens into Paleftine, committed dread- 
ful ravages in thofe two provinces *. Cabades, king of Per- 
fia, being incenfed at the emperor's refufing to lend him a 

• Cafllod. lib- i. cp 13. lib. ii. ep 3. Evagr- lib. iii. cnp. 35 p 366. 
Marc. Cbron. t Chron. Alex. p. 760 u Theoyli. p. n. 

*Zonar. p. 47. * Marc. Chrou. Thcophj p. 153. 

certain 
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certain fum, which he owed to the king of the Nephthalite 
The Per- or Ephthalite Hunns, entered Armenia at the head of a nu- 
fxans bnak merous army. Having reduced the cities of Theodofiopolis 
tat? the an j Martyropolis, he laid clofe fiege to Amida, which the 
**/ ,r/ » inhabitants defended with fuch vigour and refolution, that 
the king, defpairing of being able to reduce it, had already 
ordered his troops to retire ; but fome women, probably 
common proftitutes, reviling and rallying him from the 
walls in a manner not to be exprefled by a modeft writer, 
emJtoie he refolved to purfue the fiege ; and at length made him- 
AlmJa. felf mafter of the place, after having lain before it eighty 
days, or, as others write, four months Moft of the in- 
habitants were put to the fword, and the town was pillaged. 
Yr. of Fl. In the mean time Anaftafius difpatched a powerful army 
■ *J*9» again ft the enemy, commanded by Patritius, Hypatius, and 
U C it4«i Areobindus, which 1 aft had married Juliana, the daughter 
* of the emperor Olybrius. Under them commanded Celer, 
Juftin, afterwards emperor, his fon Vitalianus, Patritiolis, 
Romanus, and feveral other officers of diftin£lion. But 
the Perfians having reduced Amida before they reached 
that place, they divided the army into two bodies, one, un- 
der the command of Patritius and Hypatius, attempting to 
make an irruption into the enemy's country on the fide of 
Amida, and the other marching under ihe command of 
Areobindus to Nifibis, in order to furprife that important 
The Ro- place. In the mean time Cabades, having aflembled his 
man gene- troops, went to meet Areobindus, who, upon his approach, 
/ j abandoning his camp and baggage, fled in the utmoft con- 
y/a// . f u fi on t o Conftantina, after having preflfed Hypatius and 
Patritius in vain to join him, and with their united forces 
to oppofe the enemy, who was far fuperior in number to 
either of the divifions they commanded. Areobindus be- 
ing put to flight, Cabades, without lofs of time, marched 
againft Hypatius and Patritius ; and coming upon them by 
furprize, cut their whole army in pieces, the two generals 
having with difficulty efcaped by a timely flight. Cabades, 
having now no enemy to oppofe, over-ran Mefopotamia, 
extending his ravages to the very borders of Syria, till he 
was obliged, by the approach of winter, to return into Perfia*. 

In the following year Celer, entering the province of 
Arzanene, belonging to the Perfians, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, ravaged it to a great extent, while the other 
generals undertook the fiege of Amida, the Perfians being 
diverted by a fudden irruption of the Hunns'. The place 

y Prorop. Bell Ptrf. lib. i. cap. 7. p. 10, 21. Ev.igr. lib. Hi. cap. 
37 p. 367. i- Pracop. p. 22. Theoph. p. 125. 

held 
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held out till both tbe Romans and Perfians being exhauftcd, 
with the fatigues of a fiege in the depth of winter, it was 
agreed, that the Perfians mould deliver the city to the Ro- Am/da re- 
mans, upon their paying to the king of Perfia fifty talents, fiortdtathi 
Thus the Romans recovered the important city of Amida, 
in the confuhhip of Sabiniantis and Theodorus, after it had 
been pofiefled two years by the Perfians. Upon their en- 
tering the place, they found that the enemy had not fuffi- 
cient provifions to fupport them feven days longer, though 
they had lived very fparingly during the fiege. Not long y f> ^ 
after, a truce for (even years, which laftcd about twenty, 285*. 
was concluded between the two empires, Cabades being A. p. 5051 
engaged in war with the Caduceans, Hunns, and other Bar- U-C* *35*> 
barians. Mondon or Mondo* a Goth, having fettled with j f 
many of his countrymen in fome uninhabited places beyond with the 
the Danube, feized on a fortrefs called Hefta ; and thence, Pttjians. 
by frequent incurfions into the Roman territories, continued 
b a railing the fubje£fcs of the empire, afluming the title of 
king. Anaftafius dtfpatched Sabinianus againft him, fon of 
the famous general of that name, at the head of ten thoufand 
chofen men; a circumftance which obliged Mondon to have 
recourfe to Theodoric the Goth, king of Italy, who the year 
before had reconquered Pannonia, and recovered Sirmium 
out of the hands of the Gepidae. As Mondo had entered The Ro. 
into an alliance with Theodoric, Pitzia, one of that prince's nans de- 
generals, marched to his afliftance, defeated Sabiniauus in 
a picched battle near Margus in Lower Dacia, and forced ^St 
him to take refuge in the caftle of Nato *. Thefe hoftili- 
tics occafioned a mifunderftanding between Theodoric and 
Anaftafius, as we (hall relate in the hiftory of the Oftro- 
goths in Italy. 

At this juncture Anaftafius, to defend not only the city Anafafiut 
of Conusant inople, but the adjacent country, againft the builds the 
fudden irruptions of the Barbarians, built the famous wall L°H 
called the Long Wall, and the Will of Anaftafius, of which 
frequent mention is made by the Byzantine hiftorians. It 
was diftant from Constantinople 'two hundred and eighty 
furlongs \ extended from fea to fea, being four hundred and 
twenty furlongs round ; and inclofed not only the metro- 
polis, but the city of Selymbria, and the neighbouring 
country, which was a continued garden, with art incredible 
number of (lately villas, and houfes of pleafure, richly fur- 
nifhed and adorned. The wall was twenty feet in breadth, 1 
and defended by towers at fmall diftance3 from each other ; 

» Jorn, Rer. Goth. p. 599. Ennod. in Pancgyr. Theodoric. 
p. 309. 
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by which means the inhabitants, upon the fliorteft wa rn-$ 
ing, had an opportunity of putting themfelves in a pofture 
Darat re- of defence, and repulfing the Barbarians with eafe b . He 
Paired and likewife caufed the city of Daras, a frontier town towards* 
jurtijied. p er f Ia> t0 b c repaired and fortified, in order to prevent the 
Perfians from invading the empire on that fide. Darus 
flood on the Cardus, about fifteen miles from Nifibis, and 
three from Charrhse. 
7/ieHtruli In 511, the Heruli, after having long roved from one 
^ uttd country to another, pafied the Danube, and were received 
fhratf, 1Tti0 Thrace ; where lands were allotted them, upon their 
engaging to ferve with fidelity in the Roman armies, when 
Vr. of FI. required. In the next confulfhip of Probus and Clemen- 
48 59- tinus, the emperor, at the inftigation of the Eutychians, 

A IX 51a. w | lom nc favoured, drove Macedonius, the orthodox patri- 
ae 1359' 



arch of Conitantinople, from his fee, and preferred Timo- 



Orent d'tf- theus, an avowed follower of Eutychcs, in his room, who, 
turbanus by attempting to introduce innovations in the public wor- 
,H Co»/!a»- fhip, raifed great difturbances in that city. Many of the 
tmple. inhabitants were killed in a tumult between the Catholics 
and Eutychians, and fevtral houfes burnt ; amongft the reft, 
that of the prefedt Martinus. with its rich furniture, that 
rnagiftrate having narrowly efcaped being confumed in the 
VitcHanus flames *. Vitalianus, one of the emperor's generals* ef- 
ei'poufes the poufing the caufe of Macedonius, and the other orthodox 
TntMies ' ^^°P S » perfecutcd by Anaftafius, approached Conftanti- 
againfi the nople, at the head of a numerous army, raifed in three days, 
t.utychi- threatening to depofe the emperor, if he did not reftore the 
banifhed bifhops.to their fees, and expel the Eutychians. 
Anaftafius, who was a zealous patron of the doctrine of 
Eutyches, refufing to comply with his requeft, he made 
himfelf mafter of Mocfia and Thrace ; took Cyril, governor 
of the latter province, prifoner; and defeated Hypatius, the 
T'jtempe- emperor's nephew, who ljjtewife fell into his hands : then 
rt»- pro- appearing before Conftanmiople with his victorious army, 
m 'm 1° Anaftafius, who was not in a condition to oppofe him, fo- 
C ""?hhi$ lemnly promifed to comply with his demands ; to put an 
demands, end to the persecution which he had raifed againft the Ca- 
tholics ; to reftore Macedonius, and the other orthodox 
bifliops, to their fees •, and to call an oecumenical council, 
and (tand to the decifions of the prelates of the church. 
Anaftafius had no fooner figned thefe articles, than Vita- 
lianus withdrew from the neighbourhood of Conftantinople ; 
and, difbanding his troops, fent Hypatius, . whom he had 

* Evag. lit>« iii. cap. 38. p. 367. Procop. jEdif. lib. iv. cap. 9. 
p. 25. Gyl. de Conllaniinop. lib. i. cap. »i. p. S3. Zoh. p. 4S.' 
. c Surius, p. 173. 

taken 
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taken prifoner, back to his uncle, and retired to his govern* 
men t in Thrace d . 

Anaftafius, thus delivered from his fears, purfued the 
perfection againft the Catholics with more cruelty than 
ever, as the reader will find related at large by the ecclefiaf- 
ric writers. In 517, when Anaftafius was conful the fourth <jke Geu 
time, with Agapetus, the northern Barbarians, invited by break inf 
Marcellinus Geta*, breaking into Illyricum, laidwafte Ma- tfyrkam 
cedon and Epirtis, defeated Pompeius, the emperor's ne- 
phew, in the neighbourhood of Adrianople ; and, pene- 
trating as far as Theflaly, retired from thence beyond the 
Danube unmolefted, with an immenfe booty, and an incre- 
dible number of captives e . The following year, the em- Vr. of FU 
peror Anaftafius was found dead in his chamber on the ninth 1865. 
of July. Authors do not agree in the circumftances of his 

A.D S r$. 

death : fome write, that a violent florm arifmg, the dread * 5 * 
and terror with which he was feized, being confeious to j( na fi a f mt 
himfelf of many cruel and unjuft murders, put an end to digs. 
his life f ; others fuppofe him to have been killed by light- ' 
ning «. He died in the eighty-eighth year of his age, after 
having reigned twenty-feven years, and three months b . No 
prince perhaps was ever more beloved in the beginning, nor 
more hated in the end, of his reign. He gave at firft fe- 
veral inftances of generofity, complacency, moderation, 
and application to public affairs, feeming to have nothing 
fo much at heart as the welfare of his fubjeds : but he foon 
abandoned himfelf to all manner of wickednefs, felling the 
public offices, and fharing with the governors of provinces 
the fpoils of the unhappy people, whom he fuffered them to 
opprefs with the moft enormous exaclions. The ecclefiaf- 
tic writers paint him in the blacked colours imaginable \ 
but as he perfecuted the Catholics, and countenanced, to 
the utmoft of his power, the Eutychians, they were per- 
haps fo far prejudiced againft him as to overlook the few 
good qualities which other authors allow him, and regard 
only his vices. 

Anaftafius being dead, Juftin, then prefeclus praetorio, j u jh„ fr $. 
was by the foldiers of the houfhold proclaimed emperor, da.med 
He was defcended of an obfeure and mean family in Thrace, e ?!f* r . or \ 
having been in his youth employed in keeping cattle. He 
afterwards lifted among the troops that defended Thrace ; &u 
and having, .on feveral occafions, given fignal proofs of an 
extraordinary valour and addrefs, he was raifed from the 

* Marc. Chron. Vi£t. Tununenfis, p. 13*. • Jorn. Reg. 

Succ. cap. 48. p. 655. f Thcod. p. 505, Chron. Alex. p. 

764. l Zonar. p. 47. Cedren-p. 361. * Evagr. lib. 
iv. cap. 1. p. 381. Chron. Alex. 9-764. 
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low ftation of a common foldier to the poft of a tribune, and 
from that foon after to the office of pre fed us prxtorio. 
Evagrius writes, that Amantius, the deceafed emperor's 
great chamberlain, having entnifted Juftm with large fums> 
to purchafe the votC3 of the foldiery in favour of Theocritus 
his intimate friend, Juftin diftributcd the money in his own 
name and, having thus fecured the army to his intereft, 
he was faluted with the title of Auguftus, as foon as the 
death of Anaftafius was known : but this account of Evag- 
rius does not at all agree with what we read in the lettera 
faid to have been written by Juftin himfelf to Hormifda, 
bifhop of Rome, foon after his promotion ; wherein he tells 
him that he had been preferred, contrary to his expecta- 
tion, and againft his will, to the imperial dignity K By 
what means foever he attained the purple, He governed with 
great equity and moderation and, by hisfteady adherence 
to the orthodox faith, and prudent adminiftration, healed in 
a great roeafure the divifions which had long rent the church 
Some con- as well as the ftate, into fadions and parties. He had fcarce 
afcended the throne, when Amantius, Theocritus, and fe- 
hutmri veral of thc leafed emperor's relations, pcrfons of great 
difcovereJ, intereft and authority in the empire, confpired againft him ; 
andpunijb- but the plot being discovered, the chief authors of it, and, 
*A among the reft, Amantiuf? and Theocritus, were publicly 

executed, to the great fatisfaclion of the people, who hated 
them as the avowed patrons of the Eutychians, ami the 
chief promoters of the late persecution againft the Catho- 
lics k . In the following year 510, all the orthodox biihops, 
who had been banifhed by Anaftafius* were by the empe- 
ror's orders reftored to their fees, and feverai fynods aflem- 
bled, in which the doctrine of the church was eftabliihed, 
and that of Eutychcs condemned K 
f'itaBanus Next yearVitaliamis, of whom we have made mention be- 
put to fore, was raifed to theconfulfliip with Rufticus, but was foon 
* after drfpatcbed in the palace by the emperor's order, upon 

his attempting to corrupt fome of the chief officers* with a 
defign to depofe Juftin, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed 
emperor. He had efpoufed the Catholic caufe in the reign 
of Anaftafius ; but his caballing againft Juftin, a zealous 
patron of the true faith, and his courting the Eutychians, 
convinced the world, that it was not merely on account of 
religion he had taken arms againft his Sovereign. Jufti- 
tiian, the emperor's nephew, being conful with Valerius, 
Cabades, king of Perfia, fent a folemn embafly to Juftin, 

I Vide Baron, ad ann. 5 it. * Jorn, Reg. Succ. cap- 48. p. 1 j». 
*Evagr. lib. if. ctp,> 

offering 
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offering to conclude a lading peace with htm, provided he 
would adopt Cofrhoes, the Perfian king's youngeft fon, 
whom, to the prejudice of his eldeft fon Caofes, he had de- 
clared his fuccefibr. The proposal was received at firft Yr. of Ft. 
with great joy, both by Juftin, and his nephew Juftinian ; ^ *^ 68, 
but Proclus the quaeftor, a roan of great integrity, and well y c \*Jj£ m 
ikillcd in the laws, demonftrating that, in virtue of the 



adoption, Cofrhoes mi K ht claim tie Roman empire as his Tht Per- 
inheritance, it was rejected ; a refufal which fo incenfed M* ww. 
Cofrhoes, that he immediately entered Iberia, in order to 
invade from thence the Roman territories. Gurgenes, 
king of the Iberians, had reoourfe to Juftin, who difpatched 
a body of troops to hisafliftance, under the conduct of Sit- 
tas, and the famous Belifarius, who was then but a youth, 
and ferved in the guards of Juftinian, lately declared com- 
mander in chief of ill the forces of the empire. Sittas and 
Belifarius broke into that part of Armenia which belonged 
to the Perfians, and laid it wafte; but being encountered 
by Narfes and Aratius, they were put to flight, and obliged 
to retire into the Roman dominions. Narfes and Aratius Beiifar'ms 
revolted foon after from the Perfians, and ferved under commander 
Belifarius in Italy. The emperor, pleafed with the con- ,0 f'ff . 
du£fc of Belifarius, gave him command of the forces in x)lrL. 
Daras, on the frontiers of Perfia*. 

In 1525, whenProbinus, orProbus, and Philoxenus, were The Arians 
confufe, Juftin deprived the Arians of all their churches in d*?™™* 8 / 
his dominions; an edi& which oecafioned a mifunderftand- 
ing between him and Theodoric king of Italy, who was a 
zealous patron of the doctrine of Arius. But what relates 
to that prince, we referve for thehiftory of the Oftrogoths 
in Italy. The fame year the city of Antioch was almoft a great 
overturned by an earthquake, and great numbers of the in- earthquake 
habitants were buried, with their bifliop Euphrafius, under «f Antmk. 
the ruins ». The cities of Epidamnus, Corinth, and Ana- 
zarbus in Cilicia, underwent the fame fate ; but were at a 
great expence reftored, as well as Antioch, to their former 
condition, by the generous emperor, who was fo affe&ed with 
their misfortune, that, putting off the purple, and laying 
afide the diadem, he appeared for feveral days in fack-cloth. 

In 526, Juftin declared his nephew Juftinian his partner y r , 0 f pj # 
in the empire. He was the fon of Sabatius by Bigleniza, *s?4. 
the filler of Juftin, called by the Romans Vigilantia. He A. D. 5*7, 
was a native of Taurefium, but brought up at Bederina, the ^ l374 * 
birth-place of his uncle Juftin, both cities on the confines 
of Thrace and Illyricum ; wherefore he wasbyfome ftyled 



it 



'Frocop. £cll. Pcrf. cap. 1 r, 1*. « Evagr. lib, iv, cap. 5, 6. 
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jnHtn a Thracian, by others an Illyrian. He was fent> when a 
a Q umet youth, by Juftin, then commander in chief of the Roman 
Juflwia* army, as a hoftage to Theodoric, king of Italy, who, upon 
Earlier in thc ncws °^ his uncle ' 8 preferment, fuffered him to return 
thtmpirt. 10 Conftantinople, where he was immediately honoured 
with the title of nobiliffimus, and, upon the death of Vita- 
lianus, raifed to the chief command of the army °. Some 
authors maintain, that Juftin, at the requeft of the fenate, 
took him for his partner in the empire \ whereas others pre- 
tend, that the fenate was awed by threats and menaces. 
Be that as it may, it is certain, that Juftinian was this year 
declared emperor *, and, upon his entering the circus with 
the purple, and other enfigns of the imperial dignity, the 
populace received him with loud acclamations : he was 
then, as Zonaras obferves, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 
Jitfin din, The emperor Juftin died about four months after, in the 
feventy-feventh year of his age, after having reigned nine 
years, one month, and fome days. His death is generally 
afcribed to a wound received in battle many years before. 
Hit cka- He could neither read nor write, having been employed by 
ra£<r. p arcnts i n keeping cattle, till he lifted in the army ; 

but was neverthelefs a man of extraordinary penetration, 
and uncommon addrefs, in the management of the rnoft 
difficult affairs, well (killed in the j..t of war, and in every 
refpect equal to the high ftation to which he was raifed. 
What ga>vt Juftinian, now fole mafter of the empire, made it his 
rife to tht faft an( j cn j e f bufinefs to fecure the frontiers towards Per- 
...Jl Ca. With this view he ordered Belifarius, commander of 
the troops in Daras, to eretVa fort in the neighbourhood of 
Mindon, which might be a curb upon the Pcrfians, and 
prevent them from attacking the empire on that fide. Be- 
lifarius had no fooner began , the work, than Cabades, who 
ftill reigned in Perfia, after having attempted in vain, by 
threats and menaces, to divert him from it, difpatched 
a body of troops againft him. On the other hand, Juftin 
nian ordered the two brothers, Curtzes and Buzes, who 
commanded the troops quartered in the neighbourhood of 
TA/ Ry Mount Libanus, to join Belifarius, Notwithftanding this 
ZTtl J ' reinforcement, the Romans, in the battle which enfued, 
wcre totally defeated, and great numbers of them taken pri- 
soners, and, among the reft, Curtzes, to whpfe ram and 
imprudent conduct the defeat was chiefly owing. After 
this victory, the Perfians, finding the fort abandoned by the 
Romans, levelled it with the ground p , War being thus 

• Vide Not. Alam. in Procop. Secret* Hift. P Procop. Bell 

PfrC cau f 13. 
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declared, Juftintan appointed Belifarius general of the Eaft, 
ordering him to make an inroad into Perfia. Perozes, the 
Perfian general, met him at the head of a very numerous 
and powerful army in the neighbourhood of Daras; and a and the 
battle enfuing, the Perfians were defeated, with the lofs of Ptrjians in 
five thoufand men. As the Perfians fled in great con fu (Ion, '? r *» 
the Romans would, in all likelihood, have cut mod of them e 
in pieces, had not Belifarius, apprehending they might " ' 
rally, and return to the charge, founded a retreat ^. 

The like fuccefs attended the Roman arms in Armenia, and by Do* 
where Mermeroes, who commanded another army, con- rothius, im 
Ming of Perfarmenians, Sunites, and Hunns, was furprifed p f r f ur ***t- 
and defeated by Dorotheus, the Roman governor of Arme- mA 
nia, and bittas, general of the forces quartered in that pro- 
vince. Mermeroes being repulfed, the Romans reduced 
feveral ftrong places in Perfarmenia, and, among the reft, 
Pharangium, which commanded the royal mines, and was 
delivered to them hy one Simeon. About this time Narfcs Narfesand 
and Aratius, two brothers, who, in the latter part of Jutting Ar*ti*> 
reign, had commanded the Perfian army in Armenia, and t§ 
gained fome advantages over Belifarius and Sittas, as we. 
nave already related, revolting from the Perfians, joined 
the Romans, who were now mailers of the greateft part of 
Perfarmenia, their native country. Narfes, the emperor's 
quxftor in thofe parts, who was likewife a Perfarmenian, 
received them with extraordinary marks of kindnefs and 
efteem, making them rich prefents in the emperor's namej 
which encouraged their younger brother Ifaac to follow 
their example, after having held a private correfpondence 
with the Romans, till he found an opportunity of putting 
them in poffeffion of a ftrong fort in the territory of Theo- 
dofiopolis, named Bolus. Jultinian, notwithstanding the 
advantages gained by his troops in Mefopotamia and Ar- 
menia, difpatched ambaffadors to Cabades, with propofals 
for an accommodation ; but the treaty being foort broken 
off, the Perfians, early in the fpring, invaded the Roman 
territories under the command of Azarethes- He was 
joined by an incredible number of Saracens, commanded 
by Alamundarus their king, who, being a perfon of great 
experience, and well acquainted with the country, advifed 
the Perfians to invade the Roman territories, not by the 
way of Mefopotamia and Ofrhoene, but to march directly 
into Syria ; which country they might ravage, and plunder. 
Antioch itfelf, i^efore the army in Mefopotamia could re-- 
Ctive the leaft intelligence of their motions. 

t Prosop. Bell. Perf. cap. 15, 1$. 
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Yr. of FI. The Perfian generals approving the fcheme, the army 
*^77. began to move ; but Belifarius, apprifed of their dtfign, 
A D. 530. haltened with a ftrong detachment to the frontiers of Syria, 
,I377 * where the Perfians finding him, to their great furprize, 
Tfu Per- ready to difpute their paflage, they refolved to proceed no 
Jiaas, at- farther, but retire, thinking it was dangerous to hazard H 
tempting to battle. On the other hand, Belifarius judging it imprudent 
t0 P rovo ^ c a fy m £ enemy, far fuperior in numbers, was 
frwuald f° r ^ ffe nng them to retire unmolcfted ; but bis armv up- 
bjBtlifa- braiding him with cowardice, he led them on againft the 
rius* enemy, by whom, after a moft obftinate difpute, they were 
routed, Belifarius, with a fmall body of borfe, who were 
aftiamed to forfake him, keeping the field, and by his refo* 
lution preventing the enemy from purfuing the fugitives. 
Next day the Perfians, who had loft in the engagement the 
flower of their army, not daring to venture a fecond 
battle, retired in good order, the Romans who were greatly 
weakened by their defeat, not being able to attack them r . 
The following year, Juftinian being defirous of concluding 
a peace with the Perfians, that he might be at leifure to 
oppofc the Vandals, and reunite to the empjre the many 
rich provinces they had feized, difpatched Hermogenes to 
the king of Perfia, with very equitable propofals. But 
Cabades, inftead of accepting them, fent early in the fpring 
another army -into Mefopotamia, under the command of 
Yr. of FI. Chansinmges, Afpendes, and Mermeroes, who, after having 
^g 7 8. " ravaged the country, inverted Martyropolis, a city about 
A. D. 531. thiny miles north of Amida, on the river Nymphius, which 
U. c. 1378. parted the Perfian and Roman dominions. The place was 
_ not in a condition to maintain a fiege, being deftitute both 

anibefiee °^ ^°^^ ers an ^ provifions. The emperor had recalled Be- 
Mar'tjri? lifarius, to confult with him about a war witb the Vandals, 
fulu. on v/hich he was chiefly bent ; and Stttas, who had fuc- 
ceeded him in the command of the troops in the Eaft, had 
not fuflicient ftrength to attempt the relief of the place. 

"While affairs were thus circumftanced, tbe emperor was 
informed, that a numerous army of MafTagetes was march- 
ing into Perfia, with a defign to invade the Roman domi- 
nions. This intelligence Juftinian turned to great advan- 
tage, by perfuading the Perfian deferter, who brought it, 
to fprcad a report in the army before Martyropolis, that 
the MaiTagetes were in the Roman pay, and their real de- 
•(jgn was to fall upon the Perfians, and rajfe the fiege. This 
report, with the news that were foon after brought of the 
fkatji of Cabades, inclined the Perfian generals to attend 

f frocop. Bell. Pfcrf. cap. if* 
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to the overtures that were made by Sittas and Hermogcnes, 
with whom they firit concluded a truce, retiring from be- 
fore Martyropolis, and foon after a peace, upon the follow- 
ing terms : 1. That the Roman emperor (hould pay to Cof- Aperpetual 
rhoes, who had fucceeded his father Cabades, a thoufand JSJSJ/JJ^ 
pounds weight of gold. 2. That both princes ihould re- twetmib 
ftore the places they had taken during the war. 3. That Rommns 
the commander of the Roman forces in Mefopotamia fhould and Per* 
no longer refide at Daras, but at Conftantina. 4. That M**> 
the Iberians, who had joined the Romans, mould be at li- 
berty to return to their own country, or flay at Conftan- 
tinople *. Upon thefe terms the Romans and Perfians con- 
cluded an eternal peace, as it was fly led, in 532, the fixth 
year of Jultinian's reign, which, as it was without confuls, 
as the preceding year had been, is thus marked in the falti ; 
the fecond year after the confullhip of Lampadius and 
Oreftes. Atout this time happened at Conftantinople the A great tu- 
greateft tumult we find in hiitory. It began amongft the mult at 
different factions in the circus, but ended in an open re- Cwftan- 
bellion •, the multitude, highly diflatisfied with the conduct: ^i 1 *' 
of John the praefectus praetorio, and of Trebonianus then 
quasftor, forcing Hypatius, nephew to the emperor Anafta- 
fius, to accept the empire, and proclaiming him with great 
folemnity in the forum. As thefe minifters were greatly 
abhorred by the people, on account of their avarice, the 
emperor immediately difcharged them, hoping, by that ex- 
pedient, to appeafe the tumult; but the populace growing 
more outrageous, and moft of the fenators joining the re* 
bellious multitude, the emperor, alarmed and difpirited, 
would have abandoned the city, and made his efcape by 
fea, had not the emprefs Theodora, with heroic courage, yfa ma nf% 
perfuaded him to part with his life, rather than with courage if 
the empire, by feafonably reminding him of the old fay- iJ*****P r 'i» 
ing, How glorious a fepulchre is a kingdom. Juftinian, " heQtiQTa * 
thus encouraged, refolved to continue in the palace, and, 
with the aflillance of the few fenators, who had not yet 
abandoned him, defend it to the laft extremity. In the 
mean time the rebels, having attempted in vain to force 
the gates, carried Hypatius in triumph to the circus ; 
where, while he was beholding the fports from the impe- 
rial throne, among the ihouts and acclamations of the peo- 
ple, Belifarius, who had been recalled from Perfia, entering 
the city with a confiderable body of troops under his com- 



• Evag. lib. iii. cap. J8. Agath. lib. iv. cap. 13. Niceph. lib *vii, 
pap. io. Theoph. ad Ann. Jult. 5, 6. Cedren. p. 366. Hift. Mifcell. 
Jib. xvi. Frocop. Bell. Pcif. ibid. 
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mand, and apprifcd of the ufurpation, fell fword in hand 
The tumult upon the difarmed multitude, and being feafonably joined 
qutlliJ, by Mundus, governor of lllyricum, at the head of a band 
•with the Q \ Heruli, cut above thirty thoufand of them in pieces, 
thirty to °k Hypatius, the ufurper, and Pompeius, another of 

thoufand the nephews of Anaftafius, prifoners, and carried them to 
ptrfoHs. the emperor, by whofe orders they were beheaded, and 
their bodies cad into the fea. Their eftates were confifcat- 
ed, and like wife the eftates of thofe fenators who had join* 
ed them ; but the emperor ordered great part of their lands 
and effects to be afterwards reftored, together with their 
honours and dignities, to their children 1 (F). 

The tumult being ap pea fed, and a peace concluded with 
the king of Perfia, the emperor applied his thoughts wholly 
to the war in Africa, which he had been long determined 
on. This, and the other carried on againft the Goths in 
Italy, lafted from 433, to 541, a year remarkable for the 
triumphant return of Belifarius to Conftantinople, and no 
lefs on account of its being the laft that is marked by con- 
fuls. During the war with the Goths in Italy, the Hunns 
pafled the Danube, and entering lllyricum, defolated the 
wfcole country, took above thirty-two caftles, deftroyed Caf- 
fandria, and returned home unmolefted, carrying with them 
an immenfe booty, and a hundred and twenty thoufand 
captives. At the fame time the Armenians, ihaking off 
the Roman yoke, gained fome advantages over the empe-r 
ror's forces in that province ; which, with a groundlefs re- 
port fpread abroad, that the emperor growing jealous of 
Belifarius, would no longer truft him with the command 
Cifrhttt of his armies, encouraged Cofrhoes to invade the Roman 
invades the dominions with a very powerful army, in violation of the 
treaty folemnly concluded a few years before. Buzes, who 
commanded in the Eaft, inftead of aflembling his forces, 
and providing for the defence of the provinces, fuddenly 
difappeared, and retired no one knew whither, leaving the 
enemy at liberty to plunder the country at their pleafure. 

As Cofrhoes met with no oppofuion, he directed his 
march to Syria, Having taken and plundered Beicea, Hie- 

t Pjocop. Bell. Perf. lib. i. p. »6j. 

(F)Marcellinusfuppofesthat means the city was rent into 

this tumult was ratfed by Hy- factions, an incredible number 

patius, Pompeius, and frobus, of citizens was murdered, and 

all three nephews to the em- many irately buildings laid in 

peror Anaftafius, each of them alhea (1), . 
fctting up for himlclf ; by which 

(1) Marc. Cbront 
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rapolis, and feveral other cities, he befiegcd Antioch itfelf, Yr. of F! # 
Which he foon reduced, and gave up to be plundered by his *S*7« 
foldiers, who, without diftin&ion of age or fex, put all h'P' s *°* 
they met to the fword. The king himfelf feized on all the 
gold and filver vcffels belonging to the great church ; caufcd ^ 
all the valuable ftatues, pi&ures, and other pieces of art, jUged, 
to be conveyed into Perfia ; and having thus ftripped the and laid , 
proud metropolis of the Eaft of all its wealth and orna- m 
ments, he ordered his men to fet fire to it, and lay it in 1 
aides ; which was done accordingly, none of the buildings, 
even withoufcthe walls, being fpared by the outrageous and 
infulting enemy. Thus pcriflied the moil wealthy, beauti- 
ful, and populous city of the Eaft. The inhabitants who 
efcaped the common (laughter, and afterwards fell into the 
enemy's hands, were carried into captivity, and fold in Per- 
fia to the highefl bidder u . Juftinian, upon the firft news 
of the Perfians entering the Roman territories, had - dis- 
patched ambanadors to Cofrhoes, to remind him of the ar*» 
tides of the treaty concluded a few years before. The 
king alleged feveral frivolous pretences for the hoftilities 
he had committed, in order to lay the whole blame on Juf- 
tinian ; but after he had wafted Syria, and enriched him- 
felf and his army with the fpoils of that province, and its 
wealthy metropolis, he began to liften to an accommoda- 
tion ; and accordingly a peace was concluded on the follow- A peact 
ing terms : 1. That the Romans mould, within two months, concluded 
pay to the Perfian king five thoufand pounds weight of th * 
gold, and an annual penfion of five hundred. 2. That the pgfji^ 
Perfians mould relinquish all claim to Daras, and maintain 
a body of troops to guard the Cafpian gates, and prevent 
the Barbarians from breaking into the empire. 3. That, 
upon the payment of the above mentioned fum, Cofrhoes 
(hould immediately withdraw his troops from the Roman 
territories. 

The treaty being figned, and the ftipulated fum paid, who *e- 
Cofrhoes began to march back ; but in his retreat plunder- wthetefi 
ed, as if the war had ftill continued, the cities of Apamea 
and Chalcis ; and crofting the Euphrates, laid wafte Mefo- 
potamia, carrying with him an immenfe booty, and an in- 
credible number of captives, Juftinian convinced, that no 
treaties were binding with Cofrhoes, refolved to purfue the 
war with the utmoft vigour ; and, with that defign, fent 
for Belifarius, then employed again ft the Goths in Italy ; 
and, upon his arrival at Constantinople, appointed him ge- 
neral againft the Perfians. While that brave commaoder 

• * Procop, Bf 11, Perf. lib. h\ cap. x», Evag. Agafto. ibid. 

was 
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was making the neceflary preparations to take the field earf y 
Yr. ef PI. in the fpnng of the enfuing year 542, the Lazians, no 
•8$©. longer able to bear the arbitrary and tyrannical conduct, of 
A. P. 54$. ^ comm ander of the Roman troops in that country, rC- 
volted to the Perfians, and delivered up all their catties and 
nht la* ftrong-holds. Lazica, formerly part of Colchis, lay be- 
xisju r#- tween the Euxine and Cafpian feas, and was governed by 
n*U i* ihi - m own kings, who were under the protection of the Ro- 
Ftrfiant, man emperor, and received the enfigns of royalty at his 
hands. Their prefent king's name wa6 Gubazes, who had 
ferved the Romans with great fidelity, and' continued at- 
tached to their intereft, till Joannes Tzibos, commander 
of the Roman troops quartered in his dominions to awe the 
neighbouring Iberians, by erecting a fort, to curb the Lazi- 
ans, and exacting exorbitant contributions for the payment 
of his fold i era, forced, in fome meafure, both the prince 
and his fubje&s, though otherwife well afie&ed to the em- 
pire, to have recourfe to the king of Periia, who* upon the 
ilrft invitation, entered their country, and, bring affifted 
by the natives, expelled the Romans, and placed every- 
where Perfian garrifons w . 
Beliftriut In the mean time Belifarius, not apprifed of the revolt of 
"['"IT tnc Laz» a n*> entered Perfia at the head of a powerful 
army •, and, having made himfelf matter of a fortrefs called 
Sifibranum, ravaged Aflyria; but was obliged, by the vio- 
lent heats, and the diilempers that began to rage in his 
army, to return, before the end of the furnmer, into the 
Roman dominions. Cofrhoes was no fooner informed of 
the invafion of Belifarius, than, quitting Lazica, fee fla- 
ttened into Atfytia ; but, being informed on his march, 
that the Romans had retired, he put his army into winter- 
quarters, and withdrew to Ctefiphon The fpring follow- 
ing, he again invaded the Roman territories, purfumg his 
Qfrhct march through Comagenc, with a defign to enter Palse- 
pntmpu u ftj nCj an d entich himfelf with the fpoiis of that fertile and 
l Him • wealth y province. Belifarius, who had returned to Con- 
r J ' ' ftantinopie, upon the firft news of this invafion, flew to 
Europus on the Euphrates, and there collected a body of 
forces, fonie time after Cofrhoes had pafled that river; a 
but, dreed- motion which fo alarmed the Perfian king, dreading an 
I** B *jV*' enemy at his back, that he dropt his intended expedition 
lite' enter*- 10X0 Pa^ftinc, and returned to his own dominions, before 



jSa, and 
ravaqej 



fn*e. 



Belifarius was in a condition to cut off his retreat. The 
emperor being foon after obliged to recall Belifarius, and 
(end bim into Italy, where the Goths had gained great ad- 

* FrocQp- lib, ii. cap, 15, * Jckm ibid. 

vantage* 
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vantages over the Romans, Cofrhoes refolved once more to 
invade the Roman territories, notwithstanding the dreadful 
plague that raged in Perfia, being encouraged by the magi, 
and a (hameful overthrow of thirty thoufand Romans, who. 
attempting to break into Perfenneni.a, had been defeated 
by four thoufand Peruana. Upon this fuccefs he invaded 
Mefopotamia, and inverted Edeifa 5 but* not being able to 
reduce the place, after fcveral unfuccefsful attempts, he 
agreed to raife the liege, and (oon after concluded a truce 
for five years, upon the emperor's paying him two thou* 
(and pounds weight of gold, and fending him a celebrated 
phyfician, named Tribunus, who had formerly cured him 
of a dangerous diftcmper?. Not long after the conclulion 
of the truce, Cofrhoes, obferving the Lazians difpleafed 
with their late change, and apprehending they would foou 
revolt from htm to the Romans, refolved to prevent a fe- 
cond revolution, by caufing Gubazes their king to be mur* 
dered, by tranfplanting the natives into PerGa, and peopling 
the country, which opened him a paflage into the Euxine 
fea, with Perfiaaa, and other nations well affected to his 
intereft. 

. But his deCgn being difcovered to Gubazes, by thofe who 
were employed to put it in execution, that prince had re- Tkt Ls» 
courfe, in the moft fubmtwvc manner imaginable, to Jufli- wans r#- 
man, who, forgetting his paft conduct, received him again * o!t 10 tkt 
tinder bis protection, and immediately difpatched eight RomaHU 
thoufand men, under the command of Dagiftaeus, to his 
afliftance. This general, being joined by a numerous body 
of Lazians, laid fiege to Petra, one of the ftrongeft cities 
in Lazica, defended by a Perfian garrifon, and ftored with 
all manner of provifions. Cofrhoes, alarmed at this fudden 
revolution, fent a powerful army, under the conduct of 
Mermeroes, to the relief of the place. At their approach, 
Dagiftaeua, who was a young unexperienced officer, aban- ^ e 
doning his camp and baggage, fled in the utmoft confterna- mans oblig- 
tion towards the Phafis. Upon his retreat, Mermeroes ad- e <* 10 
vanced to Petra, the garrifon of which place, confifling at tki f ie K g °f 
firft of fifteen hundred men, was now reduced to three Pt,r *' 
hundred and fifty, of whom an hundred and fifty were dif- 
abled, and unfit for fervice. Mermeroes repaired with great 
expedition the breaches in the walls, garrifoned the place 
with three thoufand men, and returned with the reft of his 
army into Perfarmenia, not thinking it fafe to continue in 
Lazica, whither, he was informed, frefli forces were 
marching, under the conduct of Recithangus, a Thracian, 

0 1 Procop. lib. ii cap. it. Evag. lib. iv. cap. it> « 

who 
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who had fcrvcd in the army from his childhood, and was 
deemed one of the beft commanders of his age. At his 
departure, he left a body of five thoufand men encamped 
on the banks of the Phafis, to watch the motions of the 
Romans and Lazians. Of thefe Gubazes and Dagiftaeus 
furprifed one thoufand, as they were draggling in queft of 
booty; and, having cut them off to a man, fell unex- 
Tht Per- pe&edly, in the dead of the night, upon the main body, put 
jians put mod of them to the fword, and obliged the reft to fave 
to flight. themfelves by a precipitate flight. The Romans made 
themfelve* mailers of their camp, in which, befides their 
enfigns and baggage, they found a great quantity of arms, 
and a confiderable number of mules and horfes. They pur- 
fued the fugitives to the confines of Iberia; intercepted fe- 
veral other parties that were conveying provifions into Pe- 
tra ; and, having blocked up all the avenues leading to the 
place, returned with their booty and captives. 

Cofrhoes was no fooner informed of this overthrow, 
than he difpatched Corianes, with an army of Alans as well 
as' Perfi ans, into Lazica. But Corianes was attended with 
no better fuccefs than the other Perfian generals ; for, bc- 
The Per- ing oppofed on the banks of the Hippus in Colchis by Gu- 
fi**s urnr- bazes and Dagiftxus, his army was, after a raoft obftinate 
lj defeated, difpute, tota ii y defeated, and himfelf flain ». Thefe advan- 
tages were chiefly owing to the courage and conduct of Gu- 
bazes, at whofe requeft Dagiftaeus, who had fhamefully 
abandoned the fiege of Petra, was recalled, and Befias, an 
officer of great experience, appointed to command in his 
Yr. of Fl. room. He immediately inverted Petra, and, in the end, 
189** reduced that important place, though defended by the Per- 
A. p. j45* fian garrifon with fuch obftinacy, as favoured of madnefs 
.1. 139*. an< j defpair. BeflTas ordered Petra to be difmantled ; and, 
f etra leaving three thoufand in Archsopolis the capital, and 
taken by nine thoufand encamped on the banks of the Phafis, under 
the Ro- the command of Odonachus, he retired with the reft into 
mans. Armenia, his own government. Upon his retreat, Mer- 
Yr of Fl meroes entered Lazica ; and, having firtt obliged Odonachus 
,'g 97# * to retreat into the Roman territories, he laid fiege to Arcbaeo- 
A. D. 550. polis, which however he was forced to raife, having, in 
U.C. 1397. feveral affaults, been repulfed with great lofs by the garrifon. 
" Notwithftanding thefe hoftilities, the Perfian ambafia- 

tJoeentht' < * or8 ' na< * ^ etn ^ tnt t0 Conftantinople tne preceding 

Remans y ear » continued in that city ; and, foon after the reduction 

and Per- of Petra, concluded a five years truce with the emperor, up- 

fans, on his paying to the Perfian king an immenfe fum, which 

# z Evag. lib. iv. cap. 25, 16. Procop. lib. ii. cap. 30. 

raifed 
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raited great complaints among the people, who were rather 
for purfuine the war, than fubmitting to pay a tribute to 
the king of Perfia". But Juftinian was glad to come to an 
agreement with the Perfians upon any terms, that he might 
not be diverted from purfuing the advantages he had gained 
over the Goths in Italy ; of which we fliall fpeak in a more 
proper place. The truce was no fooner expired, than the 
Perfians, invading Lazica, took by ftratagem the ftrong 
caftle of Telepfis ; and then attacking the Roman army, 
which lay encamped at a fmall diftance, defeated them at 
the firft onfet. Gubazes king of Lazica, provoked at the 
cowardice of the Roman generals, acquainted the emperor 
with their (hameful behaviour ; a complaint which incenf- 
ed them to fuch a degree, that they confpired to difpatch 
him : accordingly, having accufed him at court of treachery, n„g 0 y 
as if he privately correfponded with the Perfians, by wreit- Lazica 
ing the inftructions fent them by the emperor, they mur- k* r baro*/ty 
dered him, pretending, that he defigned to betray them, ^*^ r ^ 
and deliver all the Romans into the hands of the Perfians. 
The Lazians, incenfed againft the authors of his death, 
would have revolted from the Romans, and joined the 
Perfians, had not Juftinian appeafed them, by cauGng all 
thofe who were acceflbry to the murder to be publicly 
executed, and the deceafed king's brother to be immediately 
proclaimed in his room. 

In the mean time the Perfians, to the number of fixty 
thoufand men, advanced, under the command of Nachora- 
gan, into Lazica, and befieged Phafis; but Juftin, who 77,, />, r . 
commanded the Roman troops, cut twelve thoufand of his Jians dt~ 
men in pieces, and obliged the reft, with their general, to fated. 
fave the mfe Ives within the Perfian dominions. This defeat 
fo intimidated Cofrhoes, that he immediately fued for 
peace, which was accordingly concluded upon terms equally yr of Fl 
honourable to both princes b . The public rejoicings for the *oo<. 
peace with Perfia, after fuch a long and deft ruclive war, A. D. 558, 
we*e difturbed by a dreadful earthquake, which continued u - c - '405- 
for feveral days, and overturned a great many (lately edi- A f 
fices, and feveral churches, in which periftied an incredible (0 ncllded. 
number of people, who had crouded to them during the 
public confufion. About the fame time the plague, which 
fiad raged a few years before with great fury all over the 
empire, broke out again at Conftantinople. The fame Hunm 
year 558, the Hunns, pairing the Danube in the depth of 
winter, marched in two bodies directly for Conftantinople, nrcce ' 

* * 

a Procop. lib. ii. cap. 17. *8, 29. b Idem, cap. 17. 18, 25. 5c 

Bell. Gotb. lib. iv. cap. 8, 9. Agath. lib. iii, p. 81—90. 

and, 
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and, laying wafte tfce countries through which they parted 1 , 
adiramced, without meeting with the leaft oppofition, within 
an hundred and fifty furlong* of the city. But Belifarius, 
though now weakened by age to fuch a degree, that he 
was fcarce able to hold a (hieid, or brandifli a fword, 
Srg put t* inarching out agaiaft them with a handful of men, put 
/light by them to flight, and delivered both the emperor and the city 
BiUfarius. from the dangers with which they were threatened. How- 
ever, the emperor, to prevent them from breaking anew 
into the Roman dominions, agreed to pay them an annual 
penfion, upon their ftipulating to defend the empire againft 
all other Barbarians, and to ferve, when required, in the 
Roman armies. 

Yr. of FU This was the laft exploit performed by Belifarius, who, 
»9«6. upon his return to Conftantinople, was difg raced, ftript of 
A. D. 559. a u hj s employments, and confined to his houfe. Agathias 
"* >4o6» afcribes his difgrace to the malice of his enemies at court, 
Stbfarius wno > envying him the great reputation he had defervedly 
diJgratttL acquired, and the favour he was in with the people, pcr- 
fuaded the emperor, whofe jealoufy increafed with his 
years, that Belifarius afpired at the fovereignty ; that the 
people, who preferred him to the moft renowned heroes of 
antiquity, were ail to a man ready to fecond him in his am- 
bitious views v and that the foldiery were dill more attach- 
ed to him than the people. Upon thefe malicious and 
groundlefs infinuations, the emperor, forgetting the pad 
ferviccs of the moil deferring of aU his fubje&s, of one who 
had been the bulwark of the empire, and the reftorer of the 
ancient military discipline, recalled him, according to Aga- 
thias, without fullering him to purfue his late victory over 
the Hunns-, and, upon his arrival at Conftantinople, which 
he deferved to enter in triumph, confined him to his houfie, 
after having, with the utmoft ingratitude, di veiled him of 
all his authority, honours, and employments c (C). 
ITr. of FL About this time, three of the emperor's chief officers, 
#91*. Ablavius, MarcelLus, and Sergius, confpired agarnfi bim, 
A. D. 565. U p Cn w h at provocation we know not •, but the plot being 
u c - 141 " difcovcred by fome perfons, whom Ablavius had attempted 

c Agatb. Hut. Juflm. cap. 9, 

(C) The more modern writers authors aiTure us, that, the Tear 
pretend, that Juftinian caufed following, tfie emperor, fully 
his eyes to be put out, and re- convinced of his innocence, re- 
duced him to luch poverty, that ftored him to all hit employ- 
he * as forced to beg from door ments, which he enjoyed, witft- 
to door in the ftreets of Con- out any farther difgrace, to his 
fiantinoplc. But the ancient death. 

10 
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to engage in it, the confpirators were feized before they A co»fti- 
could put their defign in execution. Marcellus, after hav- r * c y 
ing defended himfelf with great refolution againft the of- 
ficers who were fent to arreft him, ftabbed himfelf with his ^ n 
own fword. Ablavius and Sergius were publicly executed, 
and the reft of the confpirators baniflied d . The emperor Yr. of Fl. 
efcaped the confpiracy, but did not long outlive it, being A *l 13 * 
foon after carried off by a natural, but fudden death, in the ^'q * * 
thirty-ninth year of his reign. His public works, the wars ' 
which were in his reign carried on, with furprifing fuccefs, yujttnian 
by his two renowned generals Belifarius and Narfes, and dies. 
tile new form which he gave to the Roman jurifprudence* 
have defervedly procured him the furname of Great. Of 
his public buildings the reader will find a diftinct account 
in Procopius, who allures us, that there was fcarce a city 
in his dominions, in which he did not erect fome ftatejy 
edifice ; nor a province, wherein he did not build or re- 
pair fome city, fort, or caftle e . In war he recovered, and 
reunited to the empire, Africa and Italy, after they had 
been long held, the former by the Vandals, and the latter 
by the Goths, as we {hall relate in the hiftory of thofe two 
nations. In peace he fignalized his reign by many excel- 
lent laws, but chiefly by the famous code, called from him His code* 
the Juftinian Code. 

In the beginning of his reign he publifhed an edict, di- 
rected to the fenate of Conftantinople, for compiling a 
new code. For this work he chofe the moil famous and 
learned men of his age, at the head of whom was the cele- 
brated civilian Trebonianus, who were to collect into one 
volume all the conftitutions contained in the Gregorian* 
Hermogenian, and Theodofian codes, and add to them fuch 
as had been publifhed by Theodofius the younger, and the 
other lawful emperors his fucceflbrs, down to his own 
reign. Whatever in thefe laws feemcd fuperfluous was 
to be retrenched, with the prefaces ; their fenfe and mean- * 
ing was to be rendered more clear ; and the names of the 
princes who publifhed them, the place, the time, and the 
perfons'to whom they were directed, to be prefixed to each 
conflitution. In this form and method was the new code 
compiled in little more than a year ; fo that it was publifhed 
in the beginning of the third year of Juftinian's reign, with 
an edict, commanding that code alone to be quoted by 
pleaders at the bar, and declaring all laws that were not 
contained in it to be of no force or authority. It was di- 
vided into twelve books, and contained the conftitutions of 

«* Procop. Hift, Seer. cap. 13. « Idem, de ZSdif. 
Vol. XIV. H h fifty. 
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fifty-four emperors, from Adrian to Juftinian ; whereas the 
Theodofian code began with Conftantine the Great. 

Juftinian, not fatisfied with the code alone, undertook 
foon after a more noble, and much more difficult work; which 
was to collect, and digeft into order, the opinions and an- 
fwers of all the celebrated civilians, their remarks and com- 
ments on the Roman law3, efpecially on the edictum per- 
petuum, and their different treatifes ; in all above two thou- 
fand volumes. This difficult talk was completed in the 
fpace of three years by Treboriianus, and fixteen other able 
civilians, and called by the Latins Digefta, becaufe the opi- 
nions of the ancient civilians were there digefted into or- 
His Pan- der ; and by the Greeks Pandectx, as containing all the an- 
de&s, cient jurifprudence. When this great work was near com- 
pleted, Juftinian ordered Trebonianus, Theophilus, and 
His lnfli- Dorodeus to compile, for the benefit of the youth, the In- 
utts. ftitutes, or firft principles of the law, which were publifhed 
about a month before the Pandects f . As many things were 
found to be wanting in the code, and Juftinian himfelf 
had, after the publication of it, enacted feveral laws, in the 
eighth year of his reign he ordered a fecond code to be 
made, in which were inferted all the conftitutions, about 
two hundred in number, which he had enacted fince the 
publication of the firft, and feveral others contained in the 
His cede former code, either corrected or annulled. This fecond 

Praelectione, was publifhed five 
leSione. years after the firft, and at the fame time a decree, declar- 
ing the firft to be of no force, and forbidding any conftitu- 
tions or laws to be quoted in the courts of juftice, that were 
not contained in the new code De Repetita Prslectione *• 
Thus was the firft code, in a manner, abolifhed, and all 
authority given to the fecond, which has reached our times, 
divided into twelve books, and feven hundred and feventy- 
fix articles, containing the conftitutions of fifty-four em- 
perors, from Adrian to Juftinian. After the publication of 
the Inftitutes, Pandects, and Code, Juftinian enacted feve- 
ral laws, which were joined together in a diftinct volume, 
His No- called the Novelise Conftitutiones. Thefe were publifhed 
*u<tU. from time to time by Juftinian, not in the Latin, except- 
ing fome few, but in the Greek tongue, and collected into 
one volume after his death b . Juftinian is not only com- 
mended for his indefatigable care in reforming the Roman 
jurifprudence, but for his piety, prudence, juftice, cle- 

f Vide Baldutn. in Juftinian. p. 497. Rirterf. in Jure Juftin. in 
Procera. cap. 1. num. 4. Edmund. Meril. ad 50. Decif. Juftin* 
i Balduin. in Juftinian. p. 497. Ritters. in Jure Juftin. in Procem. 
cap. 1, num. 4. b Cujac. lib. viii, Obf. cap. ulfc 

mencf, 
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mency, and every virtue becoming a perfon in his high fta- 
tion. As for the fecret hiftory, tilled with moft bitter in- 
ve&ives againft Juftinian and the emprefs Theodora, it is, 
by the ableft critics, looked upon not as the work of Pro- 
copius, but as a fcandalous libel imputed to that writer. 
It is true, he loaded the people with heavy taxes ; but the 
money thus raifed was neither hoarded up by him, nor ap- 
plied to the gratification of any unlawful paflion, but em- 
ployed in paying his numerous forces ; in carrying on the 
many wars in which he was engaged ; in repairing the pub- 
lic buildings, and embellifhing the cities of the empire with 
(lately edifices. In the latter part of his reign, he feemed 
to countenance the Eutychians, no doubt at the mitigation 
of the emprefs Theodora, who efpoufed their do&rine 5 a 
circumftance which has given occasion to many bitter in- 
vectives againft her memory. Juftinian may defervedly be 
called the laft Roman emperor ; for in his reign the majefty 
of the empire feemed to revive, but foon vanimed again, as 
we (hall fee in the.fequel of the prefent hiftory. 



END OF THE FOURTEENTH VOLUME. 
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? ERRATA.**. 

Vol. X.— P. 7» L **t Afr being. P. i6,JL \i>J*r Herturian readHe- 
trurian. P. 22, 1. 3, for Claufus r. Claudius. *T/\i8o, I. 5, for 
defeating r. defeated. P. 182, 1. 15, for befige r. bel\ege. P. 229, 
1. 13, for himr. them. P. 2371 ]. 9, for yeas r. years. P. 262,1. 36, 
for Pivernates r. Privernates. P. a8s, 1. 27,/or their r. t,here. P. 
293, 1. ii, for has r. had. P. 299, 1. 2, /or as r. at. P. 299, I. 13, 
for ecouraged r encouraged. P. 301, 1. 32, for countryment r. 
countrymen. P. 334, 1. 25, for tranfoanted r. tranfplanted. P. 
334, 1. 40, for withh r. with. P. 364, 1. 40, for progidies r. prodi- 
gies. P. 395,1. 8, for Cartharge r. Carthage. P. 399, 1. 18, for 
Hanibal r. Hannibal. P. 402, 1. 27, for near r. dear. P. 432, 1. 38, 
title without. P. 453, 1. i%,for entre r. centre. P. 454, U 7, for 
lefs r. lofs. P. 458, 1. %$ t for horfemen r. horfeman. P. 467, 1. 27, 
for fame another r. fame time another. P. 472,1. 18, for they 
driven, r. they had driven. 

Vol. XI. — P. i6,l. 13, for gionary r. legionary. P. 41,1.441 for 

Creented r. prefented. P. 91, 1. 12, for befiged r. befieged. P. 140, 
*7» for alwas r. always. P. 164, 1. 20, for peceive r. perceive. 
P. 249, 1. a, for river r. the river. P. 269, 1. 4, for then r. them. 
P. 292, 1. 34, for Numida r. Numidia. P. 304, 1. x, jor or r. of. 
P. 330, 1. 29, for fo r. to. P. 344, I. 34» dele and. P. 374, 1 9* dels 
re-. P. 415, L J $ t for injuQion r, injunction, 
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